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The international foundation “Witnesses of Ashoora” was established in 2013 as a religious and cultural organization and was granted a consultative status in 2021. The goals of this institution are as follows: 
· Protecting Muslim rights
· Condemning crimes against Muslims around the world
· Preventing the desecration and destruction of historical and religious monuments 
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Introduction 
Over the last two decades, a legal and political distinction has emerged between the citizens of many European countries. This dualism has been increasingly directed against the Muslim citizens of these countries under the influence of factors such as September 11 and several explosions in European cities. The creation of a distinction between Muslim and non-Muslim citizens in European countries, such as England, has led to Islamophobia and anti-Islamism in recent years.
The rise in UK religious hate continues during Sunak’s tenure. The racism, Islamophobia, and xenophobia in general continue and are growing. Muslims living in the UK have become second-class citizens in all aspects of life, and this situation is the result of the climate of hatred that politicians and the media are fueling.
The increasing of Islamophobia in the UK
1. Hate crimes against Muslims and those perceived to be Muslim in the United Kingdom are up by 140 percent compared with this time last year, according to British police.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/12/21/seen-as-less-human-why-has-islamophobia-surged-amid-israels-gaza-war] 

2. The United Kingdom Anti-Islamophobia Organization TellMAMA has received a sevenfold increase in reports of Islamophobia since October 7, when Hamas fighters attacked southern Israel, killing 1,139 people and taking 240 others captive, including women and children. Since then, more than 20,000 Palestinians have been killed in Israel’s bombardment of Gaza, including at least 8,000 children, according to health officials in the enclave.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/12/21/seen-as-less-human-why-has-islamophobia-surged-amid-israels-gaza-war] 

3. The British government is creating a blocklist of Islamic organizations based on a new definition of extremism. The action of the British government will finally lead to the reduction or elimination of the budget of some Islamic organizations. The government will probably put several Islamic groups on this list.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  https://thebritishtribune.com/2024/04/18/uk-religious-hate/] 

4. The name of the Muslim Council of Britain (MCB), the most prominent Islamic group in the UK, as well as the Muslim Engagement and Development (MEND) and Palestine Action, were included in this list. Groups likely on the UK government’s list have said the move restricts freedom of expression.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  https://www.thenationalnews.com/world/uk-news/2024/03/05/uk-to-create-blacklist-of-muslim-groups-under-new-extremism-definition/] 

5. Under the UK government’s plan, the groups will come under the supervision of Michael Gove, the Communities Secretary, as part of the extremism review. The plan will prohibit these groups from receiving public funding, interacting with government agencies, and being on university campuses. The decision to prepare this list follows the requests of Rishi Sunak to act against the so-called “poison of extremism.” He warned that the country will fall apart with the increase of internal tensions caused by extremism.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-13158335/Muslim-Council-Britain-Palestine-Action-government-crackdown.html] 

Violence against Muslims
1. The rise in UK religious hate has led to an increase in offensive behavior towards Muslims. According to a recent report by Tell Mama, half of the crimes committed in the last four months were about insulting statements on social media. 576 cases of physical attacks, insulting behavior, threats, and vandalism were recorded. Out of every three recorded crimes, two involve Muslim women. Some have been called “terrorists,” and some have experienced physical abuse.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  https://thebritishtribune.com/2024/04/18/uk-religious-hate/] 

2. The rise in UK religious hate has led to attacks on Islamic centers by supporters of Israel. Iman Atta, the Tell Mama director, said that since the start of the Gaza war, Muslims have experienced persecution more than ever before. According to him, “assassin,” “murderer,” and “terrorist” are among the insulting titles attributed to Muslims these days.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  https://thebritishtribune.com/2024/04/18/uk-religious-hate/] 

3. Some Muslims have spoken to the reporters of the Independent. They say bricks are thrown at their windows because they display the Palestinian flag in their home. Also, a teenager says that his teacher questioned him at school because he supported Palestine. According to Tell Mama’s report, more than half of the Islamophobic incidents were hate speech on virtual networks. According to this report, a quarter of the events have occurred in London.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/islamophobia-britain-report-israel-palestine-b2499913.html] 

Prevent strategy and discrimination against Muslims.
1. Discrimination against Muslims can be understood as a form of racial discrimination since Muslims have become increasingly racialized as a distinct group.[footnoteRef:9] The UK’s All-Party Parliamentary Group on British Muslims defined Islamophobia as ‘rooted in racism and as a type of racism that targets expressions of Muslimness or perceived Muslimness.[footnoteRef:10] UN Special Rapporteurs and the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination have raised concerns regarding discrimination against Muslims within the UK’s counter-terrorism context. [footnoteRef:11] [9:  ‘Racialisation’ describes a process through which racial meanings are constructed by powerful institutions and groups, and used to justify discrimination, stereotyping, violence and othering of groups such as Roma, Muslims and Black people. Racialisation occurs through ‘the extension of racial meaning to a previously racially unclassified relationship, social practice or group. Racialization is an ideological process, a historically specific one.’ M. Omi & H. Winant (eds), Racial Formation in the United States, 3rd ed. (New York: Routledge, 2015), page 64.]  [10:  All-Party Parliamentary Group on British Muslims, ‘Report on the inquiry into a working definition of Islamophobia/anti-Muslim hatred’, 2019.]  [11:  1 OHCHR, concluding observations of the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, 2011, CERD/C/GBR/CO/18-20, para 21; OHCHR, Concluding observations of the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, 2016, CERD/C/GBR/CO/21-23, para 18; HRC, UN Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief, country visit, 2008, A/HRC/7/10/Add.3, para 41.] 

2. The link between state national security measures and discrimination against Muslims has been widely documented.[footnoteRef:12] The Council of Europe’s European Commission Against Racism and Intolerance has stressed that ‘Islam and Muslims continue to be associated with radicalization, violence and terrorism’ and that a dangerous “normalization” of Islamophobia prejudice can be observed across Europe.[footnoteRef:13]  [12:  7 See for example: UN Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief, Countering Islamophobia/anti-Muslim hatred to eliminate discrimination and intolerance based on religion or belief, A/HRC/46/30; UN Special Rapporteur on human rights and counter-terrorism, Human rights impact of counter-terrorism and countering (violent) extremism policies and practices on the rights of women, girls and the family, A/HRC/46/36; Arun Kundnani, The Muslims are Coming! Islamophobia, Extremism and the Domestic War on Terror, Verso, 2014.]  [13:  Council of Europe, ECRI, Annual Report on ECRI’s Activities Covering the Period from 1 January to 31 December 2018, 2019, page 10.] 

3. Long-standing concerns remain about the discriminatory impact of Prevent. In its early iteration, Prevent focused only on ‘Islamist terrorism.’[footnoteRef:14] The Prevent budget was allocated based on the size of a local area’s Muslim population according to the census. After Prevent was expanded to include other ideologies, a broad range of organizations still assessed it as discriminatory. The UN Special Rapporteur on racism voiced concern about the policy choice embodied in the Prevent Programmer, which mandates civil servants, social workers, caregivers, educators, and others to make life-altering judgments based on vague criteria in a climate of national anxieties that scapegoat entire religious, racial, and ethnic groups as the presumptive enemy.[footnoteRef:15] [14:  Rights Watch UK, Preventing Education? Human Rights and UK Counter-Terrorism Policy in Schools, 2016, rightsandsecurity.org/assets/downloads/preventing-education-final-to-print-3.compressed-1_.pdf]  [15:  https://www.amnesty.org.uk/files/2023-11/Amnesty%20UK%20Prevent%20report%20%281%29.pdf?VersionId=.hjIwRZuHiGd1_lECXroFwg25jyBtwur] 

4. In addition, this flawed strategy has the effect of systematic breaches of children’s human rights in the school setting. As detailed in this report, prevention has led to violations of the right to education, the right to freedom of expression, the right to freedom of religion, the right to privacy, the right to freedom from discrimination, and the fundamental principle that actions taken about children must treat the child’s best interests as a primary consideration. [footnoteRef:16] [16:  https://www.rightsandsecurity.org/assets/downloads/Preventing-Education.pdf] 

5. From interviews with students, teachers, parents, and other professionals, this report sets out how the Prevent strategy is having a chilling effect on discussions of political and religious issues in the safe space of the school, how children are under pressure to reveal personal beliefs or inform on classmates, and how Muslim children, in particular, feel that they are subject to additional scrutiny, significantly if they deviate from the specific version of Islam that the government has deemed acceptable.[footnoteRef:17] [17:  https://www.rightsandsecurity.org/assets/downloads/Preventing-Education.pdf] 

6. This report profiles the experiences of several children and their families affected by Prevent. It recounts how an 8-year-old child was referred for intrusive questioning (without his parents present) due to an apparent misidentification of an Arabic name on his T-shirt.[footnoteRef:18]  How a 4 year-old has been judged at risk of becoming a terrorist because a teacher thought his pronunciation of ‘cucumber’ sounded like ‘cooker bomb.’ [footnoteRef:19]How one child was questioned for borrowing a library book on terrorism[footnoteRef:20], and others for using the word ‘l’écoterrorisme’ in a French lesson discussing radical environmental tactics[footnoteRef:21], or for wearing a Palestinian scarf.[footnoteRef:22] Just as troubling, the clear inference from the evidence is that, despite the Prevent strategy’s supposed goal of preventing extremism across the spectrum, it is Muslim children who are disproportionately affected. Children referred under the Prevent strategy also face the prospect of their referral following them in a permanent record. In one case documented in the report, a 17 year-old, referred under Prevent for expressing solidarity with Palestine, has been told that authorities have collected information on him without his consent, with the suggestion being that this information will be held by the authorities indefinitely. This raises serious privacy and data protection concerns, and the government has never clarified the legal basis for this data collection and retention.[footnoteRef:23] [18:  https://www.rightsandsecurity.org/assets/downloads/Preventing-Education.pdf]  [19:  Previously reported by Prevent Watch: http://www.preventwatch.org/the-cucumber-case/]  [20:  See: Prevent Watch, School Library Book, available at: http://www.preventwatch.org/incident-school-library-book/]  [21:  https://www.rightsandsecurity.org/assets/downloads/Preventing-Education.pdf]  [22:  UN Human Rights Committee, Shchetoko v Belarus, UN Doc. CCPR/C/87/D/1009/2001 (2006).]  [23:  https://www.rightsandsecurity.org/assets/downloads/preventing-education-final-to-print-3.compressed-1_.pdf] 

7. this report's findings highlight Prevent's discriminatory application and effect. There is a risk that the UK government’s implementation of the Shaw cross Review recommendations could exacerbate existing discrimination. The government accepted the Review’s conclusions that ‘the Islamist threat is severely underrepresented’ in Prevent referrals and Channel cases and that there is ‘an inconsistent approach’ to ‘Islamist and extreme right-wing ideologies’, committing to rectify this perceived disparity.[footnoteRef:24] [24:  4 Home Office, Independent report. The response to the independent review of Prevent (accessible), updated 22 June 2023, gov.uk/government/publications/independent-review-of-prevents-report-and-government-response/theresponse-to-the-independent-review-of-prevent-accessible] 

8. In February, the government published the Shawcross Review into the “Prevent” strand of its anti-terrorism strategy. The review made many recommendations, including that Prevent should focus more on what it referred to as “non-violent Islamist extremism” and narrow its approach to what it referred to as “the Extreme Right Wing.” Amnesty International’s research into Prevent found discrimination and interference with freedom of thought and expression.[footnoteRef:25] [25:  https://www.amnesty.org.uk/prevent] 

9. In March and June, respectively, the Children’s Commissioner for England and Wales and the Northern Ireland Policing Board each published research into the use of strip-searching by police against children. The Children’s Commissioner’s report found, among many other concerns, that Black children were up to six times more likely to be strip-searched than other children.
10. Following 7 October, reports of antisemitic and Islamophobic hate crimes escalated dramatically. Between 1 October and 13 November, the Metropolitan Police reported that 779 antisemitic offenses were recorded, an increase of 1,200% on the same period the year before. In the same period, 343 Islamophobic crimes were reported, a 236% increase.[footnoteRef:26] [26:  https://www.amnesty.org/en/location/europe-and-central-asia/western-central-and-south-eastern-europe/united-kingdom/report-united-kingdom/] 

11. In February, a coalition of organizations declared a boycott of the government’s review of Prevent, its counter-radicalization strategy, after the appointment of William Shaw cross as its chair despite his record of expressing Islamophobia views.[footnoteRef:27] [27:  https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2021/02/uk-ngos-condemn-appointment-of-william-shawcross-and-announce-civil-society-led-review-of-prevent-2/?utm_source=annual_report&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=2021&utm_term=english] 

12. The government’s anti-Muslim hatred working group (AMHWG) has been “on pause” for more than four years despite repeated promises from officials and a sharp rise in hate crimes. The Guardian understands that members of the AMHWG last officially met in January 2020 before all working groups were adjourned because of the COVID-19 pandemic. With reports showing a 335% increase in UK anti-Muslim hate crimes since Hamas attacked Israel on 7 October, members of the AMHWG have expressed their concern over Michael Gove’s inability to restart the group and tackle the surge in anti-Muslim hate crimes.[footnoteRef:28] [28:  https://www.theguardian.com/news/2024/mar/10/uk-anti-islamophobia-body-has-not-met-for-four-years-despite-hate-rise] 


Recommendation 
· The UK must take measures to combat Islamophobia and condemn any advocacy of religious hatred that constitutes incitement to discrimination, hostility, or violence. 
· We call on the UK to take all necessary measures to combat religious intolerance, negative stereotyping, hatred, incitement to violence and violence against Muslims and prohibit by law incitement to violence and violence against persons on the grounds of their religion or belief.
· The Prevent strategy is unsustainable in its current structure and implementation. The plan in schools in this country must be scrapped, and we urge the government to reconsider how it approaches preventing terrorism. 
· The Prevent strategy, insofar as it relates to schools, must be repealed and abandoned, and an independent audit of the implementation of the Prevent strategy must be undertaken by an independent reviewer, with the results published.
· The government should adopt a definition of Islamophobia as anti-Muslim racism and, following its strong and commendable commitment to collecting data on racial equality, adopt a broader strategy to tackle the inequalities that mainly affect British Muslims.
· There should be a complete and independent inquiry into the government’s counter-terrorism strategy. Media regulators should intervene more proactively in cases of allegedly discriminatory reporting, reflecting the spirit of equality legislation.
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