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Distinguished Members of the Committee, 
Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the Secretary-General of the United Nations, it is an honour for me to declare open the seventy-sixth session of the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and I am very pleased be able to welcome you all here today. In particular, we are encouraged by the fact that all the annual sessions of the treaty bodies could take place despite the current liquidity situation facing the United Nations. It is regretful that the working groups, both the one-day meeting for individual communications and the week-long meeting for the lists of issues, originally scheduled to take place before and after the Session, could not take place. This was an exceptional measure – which affected the second annual sessions of all the treaty bodies and is a direct result of the liquidity crisis. I would like to assure you that the Office and the United Nations more broadly did its utmost to ensure that your important work can proceed to the maximum extent possible. 

Madame Chair, 
Distinguished Members, 
Let me also use this opportunity extend congratulations to those of you here today, including yourself Madame Chair, who have been re-elected to serve on this Committee for another term from January 2025[endnoteRef:2].  We will also look forward to welcoming the Members who were elected and will be joining you in 2025[endnoteRef:3].  We look forward to your continued commitment and contribution to the promotion and protection of economic, social and cultural rights as you implement the mandate entrusted to you. The multiple challenges that loom over today’s world, including in particular conflicts and environmental challenges, highlight the importance of having a strong, productive and independent Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.  [2:  Re-elected Members: Seree Nonthasoot; Laur-Maria Craciunean Tatu; Nadir Adilov and Michael Windfuhr. ]  [3:  Elected Members: Lazhari Bouzid; Charafat El Yedri Afailal; Peijie Chen; Laura Elisa Pérez and Giuseppe Palmisano. ] 


Madame Chair, 
As your Session opens here in Palais Wilson, the High Commissioner is presenting his oral update to the 57th Session of the Human Rights Council at the Palais des Nations.  The many matters on the agenda of the Council that are closely related to your work include a Panel discussion on promoting and protecting economic, social and cultural rights within the context of addressing inequalities and a Biennial panel discussion on the right to development. Interactive dialogues will be held regarding reports submitted by economic, social and cultural rights mandates many of whom draw on the work of this Committee. Reports from the United Nations, notably reports of the Secretary-Geneva and  reports submitted by OHCHR, a number of which relate to climate change and to the right to development, as well as the report on promoting international cooperation to support national mechanisms for implementation, reporting and follow-up, will also be on the agenda.
[bookmark: _Hlk170740439]At the last, 56th ,  Session of the Council in June, during the High-Level informal Presidential discussion on: “The link between climate change, food security and health security, and their impact on the enjoyment of human rights” held on 20 June 2024, the High Commissioner highlighted the need for an urgent, renewed commitment to prevent the vast, deepening human rights impact of the triple planetary crisis, the biggest threat to existence humanity has ever known.  Sombre remarks were repeated by the High Commissioner during the Annual Panel discussion on the adverse impacts of climate change on human rights, held on 1 July 2024 – where he highlighted that the loss and damage resulting from climate change is disproportionately affecting people in vulnerable situations and in developing countries. We look forward to the further guidance this Committee will be providing regarding sustainable development as it relates to the environment and the triple planetary crisis, particularly in the development of the draft general comment during the current Session.   In connection with the Committee’s work on a  draft general comment on Drug Policies and economic, social and cultural rights, you may know that in its resolution 52/24, the Human Rights Council decided to convene an intersessional panel discussion before its fifty-fifth session on human rights challenges in addressing and countering all aspects of the world drug problem, and requested OHCHR to prepare a summary report on the intersessional panel discussion. That report will be before the Council (A/HRC/57/85).
The end of the 56th Session of the Council overlapped with the High-Level Political Forum held under the auspices of ECOSOC. This years’ theme was Reinforcing the 2030 Agenda and eradicating poverty in times of multiple crises: the effective delivery of sustainable, resilient and innovative solutions. The outcomes of the 2024 (HLPF) include12:
· Launch of the first ever UN system-wide strategy on water and sanitation.
· Launch of the 2024 Global Report on Climate and SDGs, also very timely for the work you are undertaking. 
The SDGs under review at the 2025 HLPF, next year,  are numbers 3 (good health and well-being), 5 (gender equality), 8 (decent work), 14 (life below water) and 17 (partnerships). We hope that the materials that States collect for the VNRs can be of use also for the periodic reports under the Covenant – many of which are long overdue. 

The major event this year at the United Nations is the Summit of the Future: Multilateral Solutions for a Better Tomorrow which will take place on 22 and 23 September 2024 at the UN Headquarters in New York. It will be preceded by two Summit of the Future Action Days on 20 and 21 September 2024.  OHCHR will be hosting a side event at the Summit with Member States and civil society on 21 September entitled: The critical role of human rights in realizing the Pact for the Future, consisting of a Panel moderated by the High Commissioner. OHCHR will also contribute to side events of the Action Days which will begin with a youth-led afternoon, and continue by focusing on three priority themes: digital and technology, peace and security, and sustainable development and financing, and while the focus on future generations will be included throughout the three themes. Together with Member States, United Nations Funds and Programmes and civil society partners, OHCHR is co-organizing a number of events related to matters at the centre of attention of this Committee, including on:  
· Global Tax Reforms and the centrality of human rights for these to contribute to achieving a rights-based economy and sustainable future; 
· Fixing the International Financial Architecture for realising human rights and the 2030 agenda for Sustainable Development;
·  Prioritizing SDG3 through Universal Health Coverage, guaranteeing access to health care and removing financial barriers to LNOB; and
· Protection of the Human Rights of Future Generations. 
We will share information from these side events as it becomes available. 
Madam Chair,
OHCHR continues to actively support efforts to strengthen the treaty body system, which was the key topic at the 36th Annual Meeting of the Treaty Body Chairpersons in New York in June 2024. The Chairpersons met with the Secretary-General and other senior UN officials, civil society and Member States. The Chairs made marked progress in terms of aligning working methods, and they advocated together for enlarged support for the implementation of the treaty body strengthening process. At a well-attended meeting with Member States, the Chairs called for resources to implement the predictable review schedule and other key strengthening proposals. As the Committee was well represented by your Chair, I trust that the members will be briefed in depth during the present session.

Madam Chair,

A heavy programme for the next three weeks is before the Committee. The consideration of seven State parties under the Covenant is scheduled at this session, namely:  Iceland, Poland, Honduras, Kyrgyzstan, Albania, Cyprus and Malawi, you will also consider the follow up reports of Azerbaijan and Bolivia. The Committee will examine individual communications submitted under the Optional Protocol.
You will also have before you draft general comments referred to earlier,  a draft Statement on Taxation, and considerable other work related to internal working methods. 
Madame Chair, 
Distinguished Members, 
To return to the point with which I began, while congratulating you and the other experts who were elected or re-elected, I must note that this is the last session for five Committee Members whose terms will come to an end at the end of the 2024[endnoteRef:4]. We owe our deep appreciation to them for their service. As I know that there will be time later to express that properly, I will conclude here by wishing the Committee a most successful and productive session.  [4:  Outgoing Members: Mohammed Amarti; Mohammed Abdel-Moneim; Mikel Mancisidor; Lydia Ravenberg and Yongxiang Shen.] 


Thank you. 
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