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The legality of corporal punishment
Corporal punishment in the home
Article 24(3) of the Rights of the Child (Guarantees) Act (2002) states: “Humiliation of the child's dignity, intimidation, corporal punishment or other physical abuse harmful for the child's mental and physical health is inadmissible....” This appears to apply only to corporal punishment which is considered to cause harm, suggesting that some forms of corporal punishment may not be harmful and may therefore be lawful.
Corporal punishment outside the home

Corporal punishment is considered to be unlawful in schools, though we have yet to identify explicit prohibition in legislation. Corporal punishment which is considered to cause harm is unlawful under article 24(3) of the Rights of the Child (Guarantees) Act (see above).
In the penal system, corporal punishment is unlawful as a sentence for crime. It is considered to be unlawful as a disciplinary measure in penal institutions but we have yet to identify explicit prohibition in law. Corporal punishment which is considered to cause harm is unlawful under article 24(3) of the Rights of the Child (Guarantees) Act (see above).

There is no explicit prohibition of corporal punishment in alternative care settings. Corporal punishment which is considered to cause harm is unlawful under article 24(3) of the Rights of the Child (Guarantees) Act (see above).

Recommendations by human rights treaty monitoring bodies
In its concluding observations on the state party’s initial report in 2006 and in light of the Government’s assertion in the report that article 24(3) of the Rights of the Child (Guarantees) Act prohibits corporal punishment, the Committee on the Rights of the Child recommended enforcement of the law together with relevant public education and awareness raising and the promotion of positive, non-violent childrearing. But as noted above, it seems that the law prohibits only corporal punishment which is considered to cause harm. 
Examination by the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
The initial report of Turkmenistan (E/C.12/TKM/1) mentions legal protection of children’s rights under the Rights of the Child (Guarantees) Act (2002) but it does not address corporal punishment of children in childrearing and education.
In the List of Issues, the Committee asks about legislation on domestic violence (E/C.12/TKM/Q/1, Question 20) but does not raise the issue of violence inflicted on children in the home in the name of “discipline”. As at 15 August 2011, the written replies to the List of Issues are available only in Russian.
In light of the Committee on the Rights of the Child’s General Comment No. 8 on “The right of the child to protection from corporal punishment and other cruel or degrading forms of punishment”, its emphasis that all corporal punishment is degrading and its call for prohibition of all forms of corporal punishment “however light”, we hope the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights will urge the government of Turkmenistan to enact legislation to prohibit all corporal punishment, not only that which reaches a certain threshold for intervention.
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