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From the Global Initiative to End All Corporal Punishment of Children, January 2020 


(a) About the Global Initiative to End All Corporal Punishment of Children
1. The Global Initiative (www.endcorporalpunishment.org) promotes universal prohibition and elimination of corporal punishment in fulfilment of states’ obligations under the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child and other international treaties. Our aims are supported by UNICEF, UNESCO, human rights institutions and international and national NGOs. Since 2002, the Global Initiative has regularly briefed the Committee on the Rights of the Child on this issue, and since 2004 has similarly briefed the Committee Against Torture, the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women, the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the Human Rights Committee and the Human Rights Council; we have briefed the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities since the beginning of its work.

[bookmark: _GoBack](b) Prohibition of all corporal punishment in Georgia
2. Corporal punishment is now prohibited in all settings. Article 53.2 of the Code on the Rights of the Child 2019 states (unofficial translation): “Corporal punishment, torture or any other cruel, degrading or inhuman treatment or punishment of children shall be prohibited in the family, preschool or general education institutions, alternative care services, medical and/or psychiatric institutions, penitentiary facilities and any other places. The commission of such acts shall be punishable under the effective legislation of Georgia.” Article 24.5 of the Code states that (unofficial translation): “The application of the methods in the process of upbringing or educating the child by the parents or the person responsible for his/her upbringing which includes corporal punishment or other cruel, degrading or inhuman treatment and/or punishment towards the child shall be inadmissible.” This is reiterated in article 25.5. 
3. Additionally, article 60.2 of the Code on the Rights of the Child 2019 puts an obligation on Georgia to “take all administrative, social and educational measures necessary to eliminate corporal punishment of children and the practice of any other cruel or inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment of children” (unofficial translation). The Code comes into force on 1 June 2020.
4. We hope the Committee will, in its examination of Georgia, welcome the enactment of the Code on the Rights of the Child 2019 prohibiting all corporal punishment of children, and recommend that this prohibition is adequately monitored and enforced in all settings, and that positive, non-violent and participatory forms of child rearing and discipline are promoted through awareness campaigns and training programmes.
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