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Women asylum-seekers and returnee Armenian migrant women

	On implementation of the Committee’s General Recommendation No. 39
In 2019, the Government was adopted decision N 1666-N "On the housing provision program through the issuance of apartment purchase certificates at the expense of the allocations provided for in the annual state budget of the Republic of Armenia", which defines the procedure for issuing apartment purchase certificates The purpose of this decision is to provide permanent housing to the people who fled from Azerbaijan to Armenia  in 1988-1992 and were in priority need of housing. From November of 2019 up to now the process of issuing house to these people was carried out in 3 stages. So far, 272 housing certificates have been issued to 267 families.

The implementation experience of the Program in 2020 illustrated rather high demand for the Program, including among citizens that returned voluntarily. Considering that the COVID-related movement restrictions continued in 2021, it became necessary to amend Republic of Armenia Government Decree 336-L to make the second component of Assistance Program available also to the citizens of Armenia that returned voluntarily, provided they belong to at least one of the following vulnerable groups:
1) Families with four or more children; and
2) Persons with disabilities.

Return policies, including especially the mentioned program, are developed on the basis of the vulnerability of beneficiaries, rather than their migration experience. 
Between January 2021 and September 2022, 95 beneficiaries applied to the renting subsidy of the Program, 43 of whom were women and 6 - persons with disabilities.
 EU4IMPACT is a new project established through ICMPD with EU assistance. EU4IMPACT aims at supporting the migrants (including working migrants), returned migrants and the members of their families to establish business or develop already established business as well as to develop their capacities in business management and business start-up skills. The project provides from 2000 to 10000 Euro grants for business establishment as well as help to acquire required knowledge and skills for proper, competent and professional business management. As a result of the training organized in the first stage the participants developed their business models. Based on the presented business models 80 participants were selected out of 125, who will continue to participate in the online training organized by Iris business incubator. The topics of the training are marketing, business operation, legal issues, finance and accountancy. The training lasted until 25 April, after which the participants develop their business plans and present to the jury.

 An interview with a woman seeking asylum, upon her request, is conducted by a female employee of the authorized body, if necessary through a female interpreter. When allocating a room in the Center for Asylum Seekers in Armenia, preference is given to women asylum seekers and their children. In case there is a free room, they are accommodated in the Center in the order of priority. Persons of different gender who do not belong to the same family cannot be accommodated in the same room. 

Up to October, 2022, 76 asylum seekers, 29 of them women, were provided with financial assistance by the Migration Service: 20,000 AMD (50$) for the main applicant, and 15,000 AMD (37$) for family members. 

As a result of the Azerbaijani aggression unleashed by Azerbaijan against people of Artsakh, (Nagorno Karabakh) in September – November 2020, around 91,000 people were displaced from Nagorno-Karabakh, 88 percent of whom were women and children. The Migration Service responded quickly, conducting joint need assessment together with administrative communities and  providing material assistance. The priority was given to women. 

As a result of the military aggression of Azerbaijan on the sovereign territories of Armenia in September 2022, initially there were 7600 people displaced. Most of them returned to the places of their previous residence. Currently, there are 2078 IDPs, among them 1236 are women from Gegharkunik, Syunik and Vayots Dzor marzes (regions), 11 of them are pregnant women, 28 of them are women with disabilities. 


