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The legality of corporal punishment
Corporal punishment in the home
Corporal punishment is prohibited in the home. In 2000, the Supreme Court ruled against all violence in childrearing (Natalie Bako v The State). The “reasonable chastisement” defence was removed from criminal law the same year.

Corporal punishment outside the home

Corporal punishment is prohibited in schools, in the penal system and in alternative care settings.

Recommendations by human rights treaty monitoring bodies
Following examination of the state party’s initial report in 2002, the Committee on the Rights of the Child welcomed the prohibition of corporal punishment in homes, schools and other institutions and recommended the establishment of a national and comprehensive strategy to prevent and combat violence against children in these settings together with public education campaigns on the negative consequences of ill-treatment of children and the promotion of positive, non-violent forms of discipline (CRC/C/15/Add.195, paras. 3, 38 and 39). 
Examination by the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
The issue of corporal punishment of children is not raised in the state party’s third report (E/C.12/ISR/3) or in the List of Issues adopted by the Committee (E/C.12/ISR/Q/3).
In light of the Committee on the Rights of the Child’s General Comment No. 8 on “The right of the child to protection from corporal punishment and other cruel or degrading forms of punishment” and of the importance of eradicating this form of violence given by the UN Secretary General’s Study on Violence against Children,  we hope the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights will urge the government of Israel to monitor the prevalence and nature of corporal punishment experienced by children and to fully implement the law prohibiting it, including through the promotion of positive parenting and non-violent disciplinary practices and appropriate awareness raising among adults and children.
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