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Madame Chair, Members of the Committee, ladies and gentlemen, dear friends, 

It is nice seeing you all again today and am pleased to say a few words about some of UNICEF’s ongoing initiatives in relation to CRC implementation. 

I will first mention an exercise currently underway that aims at documenting how engagement with human rights mechanisms has led to changes in the lives of children, as well as the lessons learned in such engagement. The documented lessons learned will be used to further define UNICEF’s strategic engagement with such mechanisms and we hope, will also be useful to other actors. We now have identified candidate examples and are starting the actual documentation, which we aim at having finalized at the end of the year. 

We thank the partners, many of which are in the room, who have provided and continue to provide very useful advice in this process, including the CRC members who have contributed so far, the OHCHR Treaty Body Capacity Building Programme and Child Rights Connect. Anybody else who would like to contribute is of course welcome to. 

In connection to this work, we are also currently revising some sections of our internal UNICEF online guidance for CRC reporting, including strengthening linkages with SDG reporting; making increased use of the rich data generated by Monitoring and Reporting Mechanism (MRM) under Security Council Resolution 1612; and beefing up our reporting on issues impacting on a range of child rights such as climate change and migration. 

Second, I will say a few words about current child rights discussion in the context of the Human Rights Council. Together with the permanent mission of Uruguay, OHCHR, Child Rights Connect and the International Disability Alliance we have started to prepare for the 2019 Human Rights Council Annual Day on the Rights of the Child in March 2019 and the related resolution that will be on ‘Empowering children with disabilities for the enjoyment of their human rights, including through inclusive education’. 

Given the focus on empowerment, we will promote the active participation of children with disabilities ahead of the Annual Day and at the Day itself. We would also very much welcome the involvement of the Committee in this event and resolution, as a way to strengthen the linkages between the work of the Committee and child rights related debates at the Human Rights Council.  

Towards this end, we look forward to a meeting with both the CRC and the CRPD Committees later this week and would welcome the reactivation of the CRC/CRPD working group on children with disabilities who could then become the interlocutor in this respect. 

Finally, I wanted to mention that UNICEF is working with Member States to call for A World Summit for Children in 2019 for the 30th anniversary of the Convention, that would seek the renewed commitment of world leaders to the CRC in a negotiated outcome document and explicitly link the CRC to the implementation of the SDGs. We are talking to Member States about a modalities resolution that will call for a summit in two parts: a physical summit, with Heads of State in attendance as part of the September 2019 UNGA programme and an innovative ‘virtual summit’ using digital technology to connect national events around the world, in November 2019. The ‘virtual summit’ will be the first of its kind, and we hope it allows for exciting new participation opportunities for children around the world. 

The suggested theme of the Summit is The Future of Childhood. This topic has been selected, because, to create fresh relevance and urgency around the CRC and the very idea of child rights in 2019 we believe that we must emphasise what is at stake if world leaders do not recommit to the CRC now. Childhood in 2019 is very different from childhood in 1989 and it will look very different again in another 30 years. Global trends, like climate change, mass migration and digital technologies are changing childhood fast. Today’s children face new threats to their rights and also have new opportunities to realise their rights. 

Working closely with partners, UNICEF will produce original data analysis to understand the past, present and future of childhood and child rights in a fast-changing world. We intend to create multiple opportunities for children themselves to influence this agenda and participate directly in advocacy. We will also advocate for meaningful commitments to implementing the CRC, through our programme offices and our national committees.

We look forward to working together with the Committee and all of you in this respect to ensure that 2019 is a watershed moment for advancing child rights. 

