


[bookmark: _GoBack]Check against delivery



Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women
81st session
Geneva, 7 -25 February 2022


[image: ]








Statement by
Mr. Orest Nowosad
Chief,
Groups in Focus Section
Human Rights Council and Treaty Mechanisms Division
 
Representative of the Secretary-General





7 February 2022
Palais des Nations, Conference room XXIII
11:00 am (Geneva time)


Madam Chair,
Distinguished members of the Committee,
Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the United Nations Secretary-General, it is an honour for me to open the eighty-first session of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women.

I am particularly pleased to see you all here in Geneva again. Due to the dramatic increase in the number of cases of the Omicron variant of Covid-19 in the beginning of the year and the unknown effects at the time, it was only recently that the Office was able to confirm that the sessions scheduled for February 2022 could take place with the treaty body experts travelling to Geneva to meet in person. Nonetheless, the Covid-19 situation remains very serious and all the persons present in this room, members of the Committee and OHCHR colleagues, need to strictly comply with the hygiene and precautionary measures to limit the spread of Covid-19.

At this session, you will be able to hold dialogues with eight States parties, thereby addressing the ever-growing backlog of State party reports accumulated during the pandemic, when no in-person sessions could take place. We hope that the rest of this year will be more predictable to allow all of us to continue with the scheduled work.

Madam Chair,
Distinguished members,

At your 80th session in November last year, you decided to request an exceptional report on the situation of women and girls in Afghanistan since 15 August 2021. This request is timely and comes at a moment when women are systematically being excluded from social, economic and political spheres across Afghanistan, as stressed by this Committee in a joint statement last month with other human rights experts. Women are largely prohibited from working and many must be accompanied by a male relative whenever they leave their residence. With respect to education, UNICEF reports that out of 4.2 million Afghan children already out of school, 60 percent are girls. Even in provinces where girls are allowed to attend school, girls’ secondary school attendance has drastically dropped. This is in part due to the absence of women teachers, as girls may now only be taught by women in several parts of the country.

In addition to these exclusionary and discriminatory policies, women, men, girls and boys are facing a humanitarian disaster of unprecedented proportions. With winter having arrived, they face severe poverty and hunger, and deteriorating public services, in particular health care. According to OCHA, more than half the Afghan population needs urgent food assistance. The humanitarian crisis disproportionately affects women-headed households and children. In an oral update on 14 December 2021, regarding the situation of human rights in Afghanistan, the Deputy High Commissioner Nada Al-Nashif briefed the Human Rights Council that people in vulnerable situations are being pushed to desperate measures, including child labour, the marriage of children to ensure their survival, and – according to some reports – even the sale of children.

 At the Security Council Open Debate on “Protecting Participation: Addressing violence targeting women in peace and security processes”, held on 18 January, High Commissioner Michelle Bachelet deplored that many Afghan women human rights defenders have been forced to flee or go into hiding in recent months, often after repeated threats. Moreover, Afghan women have been excluded from decision-making that affects their lives and families, and prevented from fully exercising their right to participate in all spheres of civic and public life. She urged the Security Council to ensure that perpetrators of human rights violations and abuses in Afghanistan – including against women and girls – are held to account, to enable conditions for sustainable peace. The High Commissioner also called on States to use their influence with the Taliban to encourage respect for human rights.


Madam Chair,
Distinguished members,

	Since your last update in October 2021 on the 33rd annual meeting of Chairs of treaty bodies, which took place in June last year, the Chair of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), who is the Chair of the Chairs meeting, has put on the table comprehensive proposals, in consultation with the CRPD, to be considered by all Committees until the end of last year. I understand that almost all Committees have provided their inputs. The proposal of the CRPD and all contributions received are posted on the Chairs extranet.

In November 2021, the High Commissioner held a meeting with the Chairs of treaty bodies to touch base on various issues, including the treaty body strengthening process. The Chairs outlined their respective proposals on the issues of (1) the development of a predictable review calendar that maximizes synergies and complementarities across treaty bodies and ensures full reporting compliance, including the possibility of replacing every second review with a focused review; (2) the ongoing harmonization of working methods; and (3) the digital transition, including the use of new technological developments to increase efficiency, transparency and accessibility of the treaty body system.

The High Commissioner urged the Chairs that it was time for the treaty body system to come up with a consolidated and unified proposal, building on areas of commonalities in the three areas recommended by the co-facilitators of the 2020 Treaty Body Review, which I have outlined. She further encouraged them that the proposal should be bold and creative, demonstrating the engagement of all Committees in order to further strengthen and rationalize the treaty body system, and attract the necessary support and funding from Member States.  She indicated that she is prepared to support them in any way she can, if and when consensus was reached, to take the issues forward.

The next Secretary-General’s report on the status of the treaty body system is due to be submitted to the seventy-seventh session of the General Assembly. The Secretariat has already launched a call for contributions and it is timely that the contribution of the treaty body system be reflected as a comprehensive proposal that can be presented through the Secretary-General’s report and costed to be considered by Member States. As the High Commissioner reminded treaty body Chairs, a proposal which comes from all treaty bodies on a consensual basis is stronger, and will have a wider reception and audience. We encourage you to continue your consultations on the issue in an inclusive and open manner, and empower your Chair to represent your views at the forthcoming Chairs meeting.

	
Madam Chair,
Distinguished members,

Since your online Day of General Discussion on the rights of indigenous women and girls in June 2021, which was widely attended by States parties, human rights mechanisms, indigenous representatives, civil society organizations, national human rights institutions and academia, we salute the significant progress you have made in the elaboration of a General Recommendation on the topic. Within a short time, the Committee was able to produce a comprehensive first draft of the General Recommendation, thanks to the commitment of its Working Group on indigenous women and girls under your leadership, Madam Chair. In December 2021, a call for comments on the first draft was launched on the OHCHR website for CEDAW. I am pleased to inform you that comments and constructive feedback have been received from numerous stakeholders, which will be shared with the Working Group during this session. I trust that you will be successful in your continued engagement on this important activity, including by mobilizing support for holding consultations at the regional level, with a view to meeting your goal of adopting the General Recommendation before the end of this year.



Madam Chair,
Distinguished members,

I am aware that you have a heavy three week programme ahead of you. I therefore extend my best wishes to all of you for a successful and productive session.

Thank you for your attention.
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