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The information presented in this report focuses on the continued massive increase of a very concerning global development, the use of genetically modified organisms (GMOs) in agriculture and its consequences since our last report in March 2009. This has continued to expand in Brazil despite our reporting and the subsequent concluding observations. The consequences have worsened in spite of the concluding observations - which were never implemented - resulting in, among other things, the current hunger rate rising by 14 million in one year to 33.1 million; landlessness and health problems increasing drastically and natural resources - water sources and rivers - becoming increasingly contaminated and unusable. The deforestation of the primeval forest, necessary above all for new soya cultivation areas, has meanwhile reached the climate tipping point, which, if exceeded by further deforestation for export, will irrevocably destroy the lungs of the planet. And with it the livelihoods of all. 

Brazil in particular is one of the countries most affected by the consequences of gene cultivation worldwide. The country is the largest producer of soy. An estimated 95% of Brazilian soy is now genetically modified. The introduction of genetic engineering - especially GM soy - has brought a drastic increase in many negative consequences for the poor and the people involved in agriculture. Growing export rates and a 180% increase in invasions of indigenous lands, mainly by large corporations investing in Brazil, have further increased poverty and made farmers totally dependent on seed company support.
We are very concerned about this development, which will continue to increase due to further planned steps by the government to further expand GMO cultivation in view of the increasing profits and - linked to this - to conclude the Mercosur free trade agreement.

As a consequence of this development of GMOs, the rights of the people to self-determination, the right to food and the right to health in Brazil continue to be violated on a massive scale. Ultimately, this policy is also causing increasing flows of emigrants, who have no choice but to make their way to the North in the hope of finding improved living conditions.  

That is why we demand on the Brazilian government:
· Legally ban the use of genetic engineering in agriculture in Brazil.
· Immediately stop the further deforestation of the jungle
· Ensure access to food, clean water and health for the poorest people through immediate measures.
· Introduce labelling for GMO-free products to ensure freedom of choice.
· Ensure access to old and unpatented seeds - GMO-free and reusable every year without additional cost.
· Secure land ownership for small farmers and indigenous peoples.
· Ensure that small farmers and poor people can cultivate their land without genetic contamination from their neighbours and without chemical contamination of air and water from the herbicide sprayers of the genetic plantations. 
· Implement an agrarian reform through the debt relief of large landowners that reduces the drastic ratio between rich and poor and thus ensures food sovereignty again.
· Immediately stop the Mercosur free trade agreement, because it will lead to a further aggravation of the above-mentioned points.

We ask the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights to express its concern about the violations of economic, social and cultural rights caused by the use of GM soy in Brazil and finally manifested by Mercosur, and to make recommendations to the Brazilian government on how to end these human rights violations immediately.

In this context, we also ask that the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Small Farmers and Rural People be applied and implemented. Concerning, among others, Articles 2, 5, 27, 25, 18 and 19.
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1) Introduction

In the last 14 years since the 2009 report, Brazil has seen a lot of deterioration due to the changing governments. Since the 2016 coup d'état, the country has been brought into a growing political crisis, with successive presidents focusing heavily on dismantling social programmes and expanding agricultural exports. The results of these policies include increasing unemployment, land concentration, poverty and, finally yet importantly, the country's return to the hunger map. 

"Because of the destruction of the Amazon rainforest, an environmental organisation has reported Brazil's President Jair Bolsonaro to the International Criminal Court. The deforestation causes great regional damage and has an impact on the global climate, explained the Austrian initiative AllRise..... It accuses Bolsonaro of crimes against humanity. The 300-page report documents the destruction of millions of livelihoods, the devastation of regions, famine, flight, displacement and thousands of deaths. During Bolsonaro's presidency, deforestation of the rainforest has increased by 88 percent per month. Several lawsuits have been filed against the right-wing president in The Hague. Tribal leader and environmental activist Raoni Metuktire accuses Bolsonaro of the most serious crimes against the indigenous population." (SZ: Brazil: Lawsuit against Bolsonaro before World Criminal Court 12 October 2021, 18:49)

The country has long been known for its pronounced social inequality. At the same time, it has enormous natural resources and very different climatic zones that have produced a huge biodiversity and allow the cultivation of almost all crops. However, the economic structure is increasingly dominated by agricultural exports, based on monocultures such as coffee, soy and sugar cane. Thus, the country has become increasingly known for deforestation, land concentration, corruption, pesticide use and displacement of indigenous peoples. 

"But the increasing use of pesticides also has to do with the expansion of monocultures such as soy, whose production rose to 57 percent of Brazil's arable land in 2020. It is exported to Europe and China and in turn challenges the livelihoods of farming communities and indigenous peoples who are increasingly impoverished, starving and driven from their land" (Jürgen Knirsch, 21 May 21: Greenpeace detects pesticides banned in EU fruit from Brazil / Eu-Mercosur trade deal threatens to boost arable toxin deal") While in 2003 GMOs were only grown on 3 million hectares, by 2014 the figure was already 42.2 million hectares. This is an increase of 1,306 %. 

The ongoing deforestation in the Brazilian rainforest areas and intensive farming in the species-rich savannah areas in western Brazil are being driven forward by investors who, among other things, offer genetically modified soybeans from large-scale monocultures at low prices on the world markets. 
While inhumane working conditions prevail in sugar cane cultivation, in Brazilian soy cultivation the focus is on the consequential damage of pesticide use for the workers and the population in the rural areas. 
Andrioli: "The diversity of natural resources and the most varied soil and climatic conditions could make our country one of the most important producers of good food, which could secure a good living for small farmers and a healthy diet for the population on regional markets with affordable prices. But the opposite is the case: In the Cerrado, for example, instead of sustainable grazing with cattle, the valuable species-rich savannah is now being cleared and sugar cane and soya are being cultivated there on a large scale. The land is in the hands of large landowners, the rural population there has been expropriated in many cases. Only in this way has the Brazilian export policy at cheap prices become possible, from which the European Union, among others, profits." 
According to estimates, the EU is currently still the second most important buyer of Brazilian agricultural products after China, with a share of about 40%. 
 "In 2023, Brazil is expected to harvest a maximum of 153 million tonnes of soybeans. 23.5 million tonnes more than in the previous year. With an area expansion of 1,9 million hectares to 43.4 million hectares, Brazil can further strengthen its top position ahead of the USA..." (www.keine-gentechnik.de/nachricht/34733 19.02.23)

We sincerely hope that the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights will help to stop further landlessness and hunger immediately and enforce the rights of the people as written in the International Covenant on Economic, Cultural and Social Rights...

2) Situation in Brazil - reasons for human rights violations:

How many people are affected in Brazil?

Brazil is the 5th largest country in the world and covers 47% of the South American continent. In Brazil, more than 83 % of the population, which has now grown to 210 million, lives in cities. The growth rate of the cities increases by 3 % annually with people leaving their countryside and moving to the city - or emigrating.
Brazil has an area of around 600 million ha (registered). 350 million is private property. 62.4 % of the land is unproductive. Agricultural use is 64 million hectares - 57 % of this is soya cultivation.

The Land concentration:
-   1% of farms have 46% of registered land. 2000 large landowners over 10,000 ha, 4,236 large landowners own 85 million ha
-   47 % small farmers under 10 ha has 2 % of the registered land.
(Figures from: "The human rights situation in Brazil under Lula”, 4.5.23, Antonio Andrioli)

Brazil in particular is one of the countries most affected by human rights violations in the world. It is one of the largest producers of genetically modified agricultural products, the large-scale cultivation of GM soy. 47% of Brazil's pesticide use is for soy.

"Brazil is one of the countries with the highest pesticide use in the world. In 2018, sales of 10,8 billion US dollars were recorded, 20 per cent more than in the previous year. Responsible for this disproportionate growth is the industrial agricultural model, which has been increasingly pursued since the late 1990s and is based on the intensive use of pesticides, chemical fertilisers and genetically modified seeds.
The increase in the use of pesticides and the use of genetically modified seeds are closely linked: Genetically modified seeds are mostly resistant to one or more pesticides - this means that the agricultural poisons do not affect the crop, but only "weeds" and can be used on a large scale. Genetically modified seeds are usually sold by the same manufacturer in a combi-pack with the associated pesticides.

Between 2000 and 2018, pesticide consumption in Brazil has more than tripled, from 162.000 to around 549.000 tons. After the election of the far-right president Jai Bolsonaro in January 2019, the hurdles for approval were once again lowered significantly. Bolsonaro has already authorised more pesticides than any previous government in a comparable period. Almost a third of the more than 3.000 pesticides marketed in Brazil received approval in the past two years. Since the nomination of Tereza Cristina Correa, former leader of the parliamentary grouping for the interests of agribusiness (bancada ruralista), as agriculture minister, 967 active ingredients have been approved. In 2020 alone, there were 493, including numerous products that are banned in the EU.

In addition, there is the so-called "poison package", a bill that has been under discussion for several years and includes, among other things, the replacement of the word "agrotoxic" by "phytosanitary". It provides for the existing controls to be relaxed and for approvals to be granted in future by the Ministry of Agriculture and no longer by the Ministry of Health.
In addition, a number of other reforms were enacted to simplify the use of pesticides. For example, the Brazilian health department Anvisa introduced new criteria for the evaluation, classification and toxicological labelling of agricultural poisons in 2019.
More than 600 extremely toxic pesticides were subsequently downgraded to lower categories; for example, 93 glyphosate-based products were classified as reduced-risk products.... Pesticides are also often used directly to displace indigenous or farming communities." (FoodFirst 3 / 2021 "Pesticides and human rights - Brazil: use of pesticides explodes" page 8)

Quoted from Antonio Andrioli's resignation letter from the Biosafety Commission on the Approval of Genetically Modified Organisms in Brazil, 5.10.2017:

"It must be said, however, that based on my experience as a member..., the reality in the general approval of genetically modified organisms in Brazil is far from what consumers trust....  Contrary to what is stated in Article 225 of the 1988 Federal Constitution in Section IV, no previous studies on the environmental impact are presented to prove the absence of risks to the environment. ...there were few cases where the studies prepared by the companies were thoroughly compared with independent studies…. On the occasions when I brought in independently authored studies...the majority of members.... often rejected them or simply ignored them altogether. This kind of attitude, coupled with the fact that most CTNBio members are researchers in the field of biotechnology, who are therefore potentially interested in approving this kind of technology for their own research..... From a legal point of view, I can say that most of the decisions taken in the CTNBio.... violate at least three principles of environmental law. 
For these and other reasons ... I ... conclude ... that farmers will not benefit from this technology. On the contrary, they are becoming increasingly dependent and threatened as producers, what intensifies rural exodus, land concentration, poverty and hunger. This damages rural areas and thus the whole country, threatening the future of this nation that we want to continue to call sovereign."


3) Violations of the right to food and the right to be free from hunger 
(Article 11).

"Times have worsened, especially under the Bolsonaro government. ...Currently, 33 million people in Brazil suffer from severe food insecurity. 125 million are affected in some form of food insecurity." (FoodFirst 1 / 2023 FIAN worldwide page 19).
 "Today, one in three people has inadequate access to food. Water sources and land for growing basic food are being destroyed by agribusiness..... Political decisions also fuel hunger.... "The current government has destroyed the structures that previously successfully protected against hunger"” (Fian Deutschland e. V. letter of Sept. 2022 on the current situation in Brazil)

Dependence on the corporations 
The existence of small farmers as individual producers is made more difficult by the use of genetic engineering in agriculture to the extent that they are forced by the creeping genetic contamination to follow the strategy of the agricultural corporations. This deepens the dependency, indebtedness and impoverishment of small farmers, whose tendential exclusion from the production process deepens land concentration, accelerates rural exodus and increases the number of landless and, at the same time, unemployed people, a tendency that strongly contributes to the growing inequality in Brazil. Farmers who still produce on small plots of land in Brazil will be most affected by the spread of GM crops. If they adapt to the new technology, they will become even more dependent on the corporations. If they resist, there is a risk that their land will be contaminated by their neighbours' GM crops, making it impossible for them to produce conventional varieties. The privatisation of natural resources and knowledge for the benefit of multinational agribusinesses and large landowners deepens social inequality. 
Soy production is increasingly displacing small farmers, and this is now the most dramatic reality across the Latin American continent. However, agro-genetic engineering is accelerating the extinction of small farmers, increasing their dependence on inputs and leading to the destruction of natural resources.

Higher costs, more poison and lower yields
Genetically modified soy is likely to incur additional costs in the form of patent fees, and it has already been shown that genetically modified soy is 5 to 10% less productive than conventional soy.
The costs of the seed are on average 40% higher than conventional seed. 
Studies and practical experience now show that the productivity of transgenic soy is on average 2 - 8 % lower than that of conventional, while yields of conventional soy were 5 - 22 % higher. The experience is the same as everywhere else in the world: the varieties are not adaptable to the changed soil and climate conditions. Lower germination, premature flowering and low growth were observed in the genetically modified crop. This led to a reduction in their yield compared to the conventional varieties. The promises of the industry - more yield and thus more income for the farmers - have thus not come true anywhere - on the contrary. Farmers who were forced to switch by the contamination or who believed the promises - have mostly even lost their land because they could no longer repay their debts for the expensive seeds and increased pesticides and their livelihoods have been destroyed as a result.

Exports instead of self-sufficiency
Brazil is the largest exporter of soya and one of the richest agricultural countries in the world. 
The farmers produce more and more for export. This limits their self-sufficiency. Cultivation for their own needs is increasingly being replaced by production for the market. The land for home cultivation is being reduced. Large amounts of virgin forest are being cleared to gain new cultivation areas. Guerrillas of the large landowners are forcibly evicting or murdering jungle dwellers and small farmers from their land in order to gain more arable land for themselves. 

Genetically modified plants make self-cultivation impossible and poison drinking water
The contamination by GM-crops makes the neighbouring fields of entire regions unusable for home cultivation. Canada, for example, was completely contaminated after the introduction of GM rapeseed after 10 years. The cultivation of GMO-free rapeseed and different varieties of vegetables as well as honey production is no longer possible there and never will be again. Contamination of genetic resources is irreversible forever.

By spraying the fields with herbicides, mostly from aeroplanes, the neighbouring fields and villages are sprayed as well, which leads to severe health damage for humans and animals and destroys all other plants. This means that farmers can no longer grow their own vegetables etc. near GM soy areas, and domestic animals and livestock are also at risk. Added to this is the poisoning of water sources. 

This proves that the future of agriculture must clearly be found in organic farming and not in the cultivation of genetically modified plants.The Brazilian government should therefore immediately ban the use of agrogenetic engineering - in order to secure the livelihood of its farmers and to prevent the further spread of genetic cultivation. 

Article 11 (2):
(a)" to improve methods of production, preservation and distribution of food by making full use of technical and scientific knowledge, ... and by developing or reforming agricultural systems ... with the aim of developing and using natural resources as effectively as possible. ".

In 1999, the introduction of GM soy in Brazil was intensified. According to the Brazilian Constitution, transgenic plants may only be released if there are studies and reports on their effects on the environment, that prove that damage to nature can be excluded.  The release of GE soy thus violates the constitution and three principles of environmental law, namely precaution, sustainability and liability for damage.
More virgin forest is being felled in order to grow more soy. After 5 years of GM soy cultivation, barren deserts are left behind on which nothing grows (currently an area larger than France).

The Amazon is the largest rainforest area on earth and produces 20% of the world's oxygen. Most of it is in Brazil. "Since ... Bolsonaro has been in office, deforestation has accelerated. Between 1. August 2019 and 31 July 2021, the Amazon lost 34.000 sq km of forest. This is 52% more than in the previous three years. An estimated 18 percent of the bras. Amazon is currently already deforested. If deforestation reaches 20-25 percent, the forest area could pass a tipping point...Part of the Amazonbasin would then dry up irreversibly."   ("Jair Bolsonaro's sad rainforest record" - pressenza 23.10.22)

Current status 4.5.23:
2019 - 2021: 73 % more deforestation
2022: 11.000 sq km
Conclusion: 20 % destroyed: can it be sustained up to 40 % ?
( Figures from: "The human rights situation in Brazil under Lula, 4.5.23, Antonio Andrioli)
However, the soil is unsuitable for soya cultivation, so nutrients etc. are added artificially.  Environmental regulations are further weakened and criminal networks are encouraged, which promote deforestation and use threats and violence against forest protectors and indigenous people. 180% more occupations of indigenous lands.

Currently, indigenous peoples claim 832 territories, 598 indigenous territories are without any action by the state to legalise them, 144 territories are waiting for identification studies to be completed, 44 are waiting for declaratory orders from the Ministry of Justice, 77 are waiting for a homolgoation decree. (Figures from: "The Human Rights Situation in Brazil under Lula, 4.5.23, Antonio Andrioli). On 30 May 2023, these processes were stopped in a recent parliamentary decision.

This means that the inhabitants of the jungle continue to be deprived of their livelihoods on a massive scale; they now only have the option of moving to the slums of the big cities as landless people. The use of natural resources and thus the livelihoods of the inhabitants continue to be irrevocably destroyed for the benefit of the profits of a few large agricultural corporations.
The Mercosur free trade agreement exacerbates this situation massively:
50% more meat for export means, by analogy, more deforestation for new pastures to meet the quota.
 
b) "to ensure an equitable distribution of the world's food according to need, taking into account the problems of food importing and exporting countries".

The Brazilian government continues to rely on more exports, the possibility of self-sufficiency for Brazilians is thus increasingly destroyed. Brazil is one of the richest agricultural countries in the world - and yet the population is increasingly starving. The huge and increasing revenues are used to cover foreign debts or flow into the pockets of Monsanto and other agricultural giants as well as the large landowners and thus do not benefit the population in any way. On the contrary: more exports, more income - more hunger and landless people. 
33,1 million people go hungry (15% of the population)
14 million more people suffer from hunger in one year
Food insecurity is greater in rural areas!
(Figures from: "The human rights situation in Brazil under Lula, 4.5.23, Antonio Andrioli)

Europe imports 90% of its soya from overseas, 40% of which comes from Brazil alone - to feed our animals - and in Brazil the hunger figures are rising. Our maize and wheat are increasingly burnt for district heating or our land lies fallow - subsidised by the EU. Our own farms are being drastically reduced every year because the huge quantities imported make cultivation here in EU unprofitable. The taxpayer has to bear the consequences - for increasing unemployment, etc.
This distribution system thus harms local farmers worldwide. The only winners here in Europe are the agricultural corporations. If local farmers in each country were allowed to produce for their own or their country's supply - everyone would be a winner. 

The majority of consumers reject GM soy. In Europe, over 80% of consumers do not accept GM foods, and surveys in Brazil have shown the same. Therefore, the Brazilian government would do well to ban GM soy and rely on conventional soy - this is a secure source of income in the long run.

With the Mercosur free trade agreement and its planned 50% increase in (GM soy-fed) meat exports in Brazil to Europe, hunger, landlessness, deforestation are on the rise - as are the closures of small farmers in Europe who can no longer compete with subsidised cheap imports from overseas. Mercosur's increase in monocultures also reduces access to clean water (more soy more pesticides). 

The world's population could easily be fed with existing yields - if they were properly distributed. This needs to be resolved - but genetic engineering in agriculture and food production continues to exacerbate this conflict. Experiences in Argentina, Brazil, India, Canada, Panama and other countries show exactly the same development: Genetic engineering produces hunger.
 
CONCLUSIONS: 
In order to improve production methods, to better distribute food or to effectively develop and guarantee the use of natural sources of aid in the long term, we call on the Brazilian government to ban the use of agrogenetic engineering, to stop Mercosur - and to push for a fair distribution of the available food.
4) Violations of the right to health (Art. 12).

No country in the world uses as much pesticide as Brazil. Pesticide use increases by 7% per person per year, while yield increases by only 3.5%.
44% of the pesticides used in Brazil are not authorised in the EU. Behind the pesticide use are huge interests of European corporations. The promising expansion of agro-genetic engineering has tripled its use in 10 years. 

"Banned in the EU because of cancer risk… -The Ministry of Agriculture of the export-driven Brazilian agriculture, however, considered many things as risk-free in the past years. The Minister of Agriculture appointed under President Jair Bolsonaro, Tereza Cristina, daughter of large landowners and called the "muse of agricultural poisons" in some Brazilian media, re-approved 503 pesticides in her first year in office. Greenpeace estimates that at least 149 products are used in Brazil that are banned in the EU... the lobby pressure is great, because with a turnover of around 85 billion dollars per year, the global pesticide market is a huge economic factor. A good 15 billion dollars ... are turned over with highly dangerous substances" 25.04.23
https://www.zeit.de/wirtschaft/2023-04/gefaehrliche-pestizide-eu-export-basf-syngenta

The Mercosur trade agreement aims to facilitate the import of pesticides from Europe and exports of meat and animal feed from Latin America through tariff reductions. This should increase their sales even more. The German chemical giants Bayer and BASF in particular will benefit from this. 

"More than two-thirds of the active ingredients that German companies sell in Brazil are classified as highly hazardous pesticides. ....The use of pesticides in Brazil has devastating consequences for the population, environment and biodiversity." (Jürgen Knirsch, 21 May 21: Greenpeace detects pesticides banned in EU fruit from Brazil / Eu-Mercosur trade deal threatens to boost farm poison deal")

"Indigenous and farming communities are most affected by poisoning in water, air, soil and food. But increasing pesticide use also has to do with the expansion of monocultures such as soy, whose production rose to 57 per cent of Brazil's arable land in 2020."(5.o5.21, Antonio Andrioli "World Champion of Pesticides" Greenpeace)

Agrochemicals: one of the main causes of cancer in Brazil.
The National Cancer Institute ... states ... that the country is expected to register about 600 thousand new cancer cases per year between 1018 and 2019. In this same scenario, numerous national and international scientific studies indicate that food poisoning caused by the ingestion of pesticide residues is directly linked to the increase in diseases, among which cancer stands out. ....Agro-toxins have caused serious public health problems." 
https://mst.org.br/2019/11/28/agrotoxicos-um-dos-principais-causadores-de-cancer-no-brasil/
There are only corporations and large landowners who stand to benefit from this trade policy of Europe. The environment, farmers and consumers on both sides of the Atlantic have only to lose. More chemicals meant more costs for the farmers, much more profit for the chemical companies and much more damage to the environment and the health of the farmers and the consumers and population all the way to Europe. These facts further show that the use of GM crops like GM soy and the Mercosur Free Trade Agreement involve violations of the human right to health - and should be stopped by the government immediately.

5) Violations of the right of peoples to self-determination (Art. 1)

"With the introduction of genetic engineering, the ... farmers have lost all self-determination. Their land has been contaminated .... - with all the negative consequences: Destroyed harvests
, destroyed livelihoods." (www.thiele-und-thiele-consult.de/press  Facts of Agro-Genetic Engineering 15.11.2006)

"Being free from GMOs is an expression of our fundamental right to free food choice" (Vandana Shiva in Danger Genetic Engineering p. 231).

In order for genetic engineering to become accepted as a constraint in agriculture, the tactic of increasingly contaminating fields with smuggled-in seeds has been started. The most effective tactic is global creeping genetic pollution.

"Genetically engineered corn contaminates traditional varieties in Brazil 
11 March 2022 / Traditional maize varieties in Brazil are contaminated with GM constructs on a large scale. This has been proven by experts from the Brazilian agricultural research agency Embrapa in a study, that has now been published in the professional journal Plants. According to the study, transgenes were found in one third (34 percent) of around 1,000 samples taken in 2018/19 and 2020/21 in federal states in the east and northeast of the country.

Some of the samples came from farmers who only grow their own seeds, some of which are kept in families for generations. In addition, the scientists examined samples from farmers who had exchanged seeds with others or bought them at local markets. The lowest contamination levels were found in samples from farmers who neither exchange nor buy maize seed. The highest GMO content (up to 75 per cent) was found in purchased seed." https://www.testbiotech.org/aktuelles/gentechnik-mais-kontaminiert-traditionelle-sorten-brasilien
Conclusion: The only way to guarantee the right to self-determination of the Brazilian people is to ban the use of genetic engineering in Brazilian agriculture. 

Paragraph 2:   "All peoples may freely dispose of their natural wealth and resources for their own purposes - in no case shall a people be deprived of its means of subsistence!"

Farmers have developed varieties that are precisely adapted to regional conditions through traditions that are thousands of years old and cultivation methods that have been practised for many generations. "Industrial agriculture has already caused 75% of our food crops to disappear. In India there were once 30.000 cultivated rice varieties, today only ten play a role" ("Genetic engineering: No hope for the hungry" Greenpeace 1.10.2004) Farmers are becoming dependent on one industry. This is a modern example of a new form of slavery or colonialism.

Farmers also become dependent via patents of the gene corporations. Anyone who wants to cultivate in the future will have to buy the seeds from the company (new terminator seeds every year, of course) and pay them licence fees for the patent. 

"Since Bolsonaro took office in 2018, illegal occupations of indigenous land have skyrocketed by 135 per cent. ..... In 2020 alone, nearly 10.900 sq km of rainforest was cleared. This was the heaviest clear-cutting in Amazonia in the last 12 years...2022 deforestation continues at record pace" (22.03.22 " Bolsonaro's destruction package" by Ulrike Prinz p. 9) 5 bills should be unconstitutionally waved through - to legalise the theft of indigenous land, prevent the demarcation of indigenous land, as well as a "poison package" that will once again drive up the number of permitted pesticides. Their number has already doubled during Bolsonoro's term in office."

6) Steps to ensure rights for farmers and their families:

The release of GE soy with all its consequences violates the Constitution and three principles of environmental law, namely precaution, sustainability and liability for damage. Brazil must be forced to fulfil the obligations of its own constitution! 

Therefore, the following steps are necessary to guarantee these rights: 
- Ban on genetic engineering in agriculture in Brazil.
- Introduce liability by agro-corporations for all damages
- Ensure that members of commissions and decision-making groups are independent of the GE industry and include NGOs in commissions
- Ensure sustainable agriculture and food supply 
- Immediately stop deforestation to preserve the livelihoods of indigenous peoples and   small farmers.
- Prioritise subsistence farming over export farming, protection of te  natural resources such as groundwater/drinking water and soils 
- Implementation of an agrarian reform in favour of small farmers and the landless.
- Immediate stop to further negotiations with Mercosur!

In summary it is clear that the Brazilian government is failing to comply with its national laws and the constitution, as well as its international obligations. For the brazilian people this means an existential and irreversible threat to their health and food security. The livelihoods of many people are threatened by the government's failure to intervene, leading to total losses, damage to health, poverty, rural exodus and increasing hunger - with increasing export rates, increasing profits and in one of the richest agricultural countries in the world!

We therefore demand from the Brazilian government to guarantee the fulfilment of the rights of the International Covenant for all Brazilian inhabitants and to stop all steps that work against the people and for the industry.

We ask the Committee to clearly express its concern and urge that the human rights violations for farmers in Brazil be stopped immediately to protect Brazilian families from further harm and hunger. 
11

image1.emf

image2.emf

image3.jpeg




