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[bookmark: _Toc159834522]Introduction
The Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia (FDRE) ratified the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) on December 9, 1991.[footnoteRef:1] Ethiopia also ratified the Optional Protocol on the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography (CRC-OP-SC)[footnoteRef:2] on 25 March 2014 and the Optional Protocol on the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict (CRC-OP-AC)[footnoteRef:3] on 14 May 2014. However, Ethiopia is not a State Party to the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on a Communications Procedure (OPCP) at the time of writing. The FDRE Constitution renders all international instruments ratified by the country as an integral part of the law of the land.[footnoteRef:4] The Constitution also devotes Article 36 to affirm the rights of children.  [1:  Convention on the Rights of the Child Ratification Proclamation 10/1992]  [2:  UN General Assembly, "Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography, 25 May 2000]  [3:  "Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict]  [4:  Constitution of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, Article 9(4)] 

Since the 2015 reporting period, significant challenges have undermined the rights of children in Ethiopia. Evidently, the reform agenda, introduced in January 2018, heralded momentous occasion to champion the rights of children in Ethiopia. However, subsequent prevalence of inter-communal conflicts and insecurity in different parts of the country resulting in unprecedented forced displacement within the country brought about adverse physical and psychological effects on children. 
It is to be recalled that the Government of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia has submitted its combined 6th and 7th periodic reports (2015-2020) to the CRC Committee. Nevertheless, the preparation of the combined 6th and 7th periodic reports was characterized by a general lack of stakeholder participation including CSOs.  
Objectives of the Complementary Report  
The CCRDA spearheaded efforts on the part of CSOs in Ethiopia to develop the complementary report in relation to the State Party Report and the reflections on the implementation of the recommendations of the CRC Committee in its last Concluding Observations to the GoE. The complementary report is expected to serve as an independent source of information and provide a comprehensive picture of how the UNCRC is being implemented in Ethiopia. 
Methodological Approach for the Compilation of the Report 
The preparation of the Complementary Report employed a combination of methods including desk-based review and primary data. Data collection was conducted in different national regional states of Ethiopia including Oromia, Amhara, Benishangul-Gumuz, Sidama, Southern Nations, Nationalities and Peoples (SNNPRS) and Addis Ababa, with a view to ensure national coverage to the extent possible. The data collection methods included document analysis, Key Informant Interviews (KII) with CSOs and other stakeholders, and Focus Group Discussions (FGDs) with children in different parts of Ethiopia. Consultations have been carried out with several CSOs on the sidelines of two-days training on the preparation of complementary report to CSOs. 
Children played a crucial role in the preparation of the Complementary Report. FGDs have been conducted with members of Children Parliament and vulnerable children in the course of the preparation of the complementary report. A total of six FGDs were conducted with children in Addis Ababa, Oromia, Benishangul, SNNPRS, Sidama and Amhara National Regional States.  
The stakeholder meetings were instrumental for undertaking analysis of the State Party Report and reflecting and deliberating upon the report by the representatives of CSOs including child focused CSOs. Survey questionnaires were circulated among CSOs under the umbrella of CCRDA and Consortium of Ethiopian Human Rights Organizations (CEHRO). Thirteen CSOs completed the questionnaires. In addition, subject matter expert interviews have also been incorporated in this report. The report is prepared in accordance with the UN reporting guidelines. 
A two-day validation workshop was conducted to discuss the complementary report from December 29-30, 2021, in the presence of representatives of CSOs before the submission of the final report to the CRC Committee. The feedback and comments on the draft report obtained on the occasion of the validation report has been accommodated in the final version. The report was endorsed by 31 CSOs whose list is appended in the annex of the report. 
[bookmark: _Toc159834523]Cluster 1: General Measures of Implementation
[bookmark: _Toc159834524]1.1 Previous Recommendation of the CRC Committee 
The GoE has been provided with many recommendations on numerous occasions by the CRC Committee to take actions for the promotion and protection of children’s rights. Nevertheless, many of the previous recommendations of the CRC Committee have not been complied with by the GoE.  Some of the recommendations which Ethiopia has not complied with include those relating to legislative measures, national strategies, national action plans, coordination, monitoring implementation of the UNCRC, data collection and indicators, making children visible in budgets, training and capacity building, cooperation with civil society and information and awareness raising.        
[bookmark: _Toc159834525]1.2. Legislative and Policy Measures 
Although Ethiopia has taken important legislative steps intended to give effect to the rights enshrined in the UNCRC, there are still a number of challenges which impede the effective implementation of the Convention in the country. These include non-ratification, non-endorsement, non-compliance with State Party treaty reporting obligations and non-compliance with the recommendations of the CRC Committee. Although Ethiopia has adopted a broad range of legislation and policy which are protective of the rights of children, the country has not fully complied with the CRC Committee’s recommendation to adopt a broad-based comprehensive child law at a national level. Laws regarding children are found in scattered and fragmentary ways. Moreover, the attention accorded to domestication of the provisions of the UNCRC is inadequate. The legal protections of children’s rights in Ethiopia are not comprehensive and do not provide an effective remedy for violations. 
[bookmark: _Toc159834526]1.3. Development of independent human rights institutions for children 
The Government of Ethiopia has taken significant strides by reestablishing the Ethiopian Human Rights Commission (EHRC) as one of the organs that play a major role in enforcing the rights and freedoms enshrined in the FDRE Constitution.[footnoteRef:5] The EHRC established the position of Commissioner for Women and Children Affairs.[footnoteRef:6] Be that as it may, efforts must continue to consolidate and ensure the effectiveness of national human rights institutions in the country.  [5:  Ethiopian Human Rights Commission Establishment (Amendment) Proclamation 1224/2020]  [6:  Ibid., Article 2(1)  ] 

[bookmark: _Toc159834527]1.4. Development of Comprehensive strategies for children
It is commendable that the Government of Ethiopia adopted a National Children Policy.[footnoteRef:7] However, the protection of the rights of children is fragmented, inefficient, focused on single issues as opposed to systems approach. The information provided in the combined State Party report on institutional framework is superficial and lacks content. There is no up-to-date comprehensive National Strategy or Plan of Action for Children. The thematic plans of action cannot be considered as full-fledged National Action Plans as they do not cover the full scope of the UNCRC.  [7:  FDRE, National Children’s Policy ] 

[bookmark: _Toc159834528]1.5 Development of permanent governmental coordination mechanism  
As Ethiopia follows a decentralized and federalized state structure both the federal government and the national regional state governments bear the responsibility to fulfill the obligations of the country under the UNCRC. However, the Ministry of Women and Social Affairs (MoWSA), the core executive body mandated for the rights of the child and the lead agency for implementing the policy framework, and its regional counterparts suffer from numerous capacity gaps. These bodies are challenged in fulfilling their mandate due to lack of information, knowledge, and skills and organizational, human, financial and material resources contrary to the recommendations of the CRC Committee. The duty-bearers are under-resourced in terms of human and financial resources, capacities and coordinating and integrating mechanisms. This has resulted in the fragmentation of the whole child care and protection system and the lack of synergetic cooperation between line ministries. The multi-sectoral coordination among various government sectors at different levels remains weak. 
[bookmark: _Toc159834529]1.6. Insufficient data collection and evaluation 
There are still widespread and serious data gaps and the data collection and monitoring and evaluation system remains inadequate despite some improvement and initial steps towards improving data collection on children issues. The data necessary to comprehend the situation of children in Ethiopia is not available.[footnoteRef:8] MoWSA has been striving to set up a Child Wellbeing Management Information System with the support of international cooperation partners with the objective of improving the database on children. Nevertheless, this has not been adequately planned, funded, and prioritized. [8:  FDRE Ministry of Finance and UNICEF, National Situation Analysis of Children and Women in Ethiopia ] 

Moreover, the meager data available is not accurate and disaggregated on the basis of gender, region, and other factors making it difficult to identify discrimination and undertake disparity and trend analysis. The limited data available does not follow the parameters of systematic data breakdown suggested by the CRC Committee. The limited information and statistical data collected is not widely available to the public and access to disaggregated data remains limited. 
[bookmark: _Toc159834530]1.8. Insufficient Allocation of Resources for Children 
There is a lack of child rights approach to national and local resource allocation and budgeting. The budgetary allocation by the Government of Ethiopia for children lacks equity focus and does not clearly target worst-off children living in difficult circumstances. Although children in Ethiopia constitute 52.4% of the total population based upon the 2022 projected population statistics by the Central Statistics Agency, there is little effort to make children visible in the budget.[footnoteRef:9]  The fiscal policies in place do not ensure the sufficient inclusion of the most vulnerable, poorest and excluded children.  The budget allocated for the achievement of child centered SDG goals is marginal compared to the overall budget and is not adequate for the realization of children’s rights in Ethiopia.[footnoteRef:10] The actual cost actually invested for achieving a selection of child-sensitive SDGs in Ethiopia in 2018 is estimated to be 40 US dollars per capita.[footnoteRef:11] This amount pales when compared with the estimated cost needed for achieving a selection of child-sensitive SDGs, which is estimated to be 230 US dollars per capita in 2030.[footnoteRef:12]  [9:  UNICEF, Ethiopia Humanitarian Situation Report No.6: Mid-Year Report   ]  [10:  UNICEF, Financing the Child Centered Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in Ethiopia ]  [11:  Ibid., p.viii]  [12:  Ibid.] 

[bookmark: _Toc159834531]1.9. Lack of Education, Training and Awareness Raising 
Despite some improvement and good start, the content of the UNCRC and the Concluding Observations of the CRC Committee is not widely known. Children are not sufficiently informed of their rights, the recommendations and General Comments of the CRC Committee. CSOs recognize efforts made by EHRC to translate the UNCRC into six local vernaculars and the development and translation of child friendly version of the UNCRC. However, there is still an enormous need for public education programs on children rights. Training, capacity building and awareness raising is brief and unsystematic, primarily focused on professions in the field of justice. 
1.10. Insufficient Collaboration in the Process of Implementation with CSOs, CBOs and the Private Sector 
The Government of Ethiopia took commendable steps in adopting Civil Society Organizations Proclamation (Proclamation 1113/2019) overcoming numerous legislative restrictions on CSO activity in the repealed legislation. However, the collaboration of these line ministries with grass root-level local CSOs, CBOs and the private sector remains weak. The collaboration of the GoE with CSOs in the implementation of the Concluding Observations of the CRC Committee is also limited. 
1.10 Children’s Rights and the Business Sector 
The process of implementing consultation and free, prior and informed consent (FPIC) in Ethiopia in relation to development strategies and large scale development projects remains fraught with problems.[footnoteRef:13] Moreover, the private sector is not effectively discharging its role of the protection and promotion rights of children including preventing involvement of children in exploitative situations such as child labour.[footnoteRef:14] Although the government increased the minimum age of employment from 14 to 15 years, the labour law does not address those children and young children working in the informal sector. Children below 15 years are engaged in hazardous work which is detrimental to their survival, development, and protection. There is no strong mechanism to monitor the implementation of the law at different levels.  [13:  International Work Group for Indigenous Affairs (IWGIA), Indigenous Peoples in Ethiopia]  [14:  MoLSA, National Plan of Action on the Prevention and Elimination of Worst Forms of Child Labour (2013-2023) ] 

Recommendations: 
· Adopt a comprehensive Children’s Code which will incorporate the full spectrum of children’s rights. 
· Adopt a comprehensive National Strategy or Plan of Action for Children which covers the full scope of the UNCRC. 
· Enhance the Child Wellbeing Management Information System so that it is viable, functional and well-resourced 
· Address the key data gaps relating to children rights by consolidating an integrated information database disaggregated on the basis of age, sex, disability, geographic location, ethnic origin, socio-economic background, etc.  
· Promote the Concluding Observations of the CRC Committee to the public at large in different local vernaculars.  
· Ensure legal professionals, teachers, professionals, and the public servants undergo training on child rights to support the promotion and protection of children's rights.
· Institutionalize the cooperation of federal and regional line ministries working on children’s rights issues with local CSOs, CBOs and international cooperation partners.  
· Ensure the business sector respects the rights of children through integrating UN child rights and business principles.
[bookmark: _Toc159834532]Cluster 2: Definition of a Child
The Minimum Age for Marriage 
The Revised Family Law provides that a child aged 16 and above may be allowed to marry upon application of the guardian to the Minister of Justice. [footnoteRef:15] Although the exception to the marriageable age provided under the Revised Family Code is incompatible with the UNCRC, the provision has not yet been revised or repealed. Moreover, Afar and Somali national regional states in Ethiopia did not adopt their own family laws and did not raise the minimum age of marriage for men and girls to at least 18 years during the reference period.  [15:  Revised Family Code of Ethiopia (2000), Article 7 ] 

The Minimum Age of Criminal Responsibility (MACR) 
Contrary to the recommendation of the CRC Committee, the age limit of nine years fixed in the Criminal Code falls short of international standards.[footnoteRef:16]  [16:  FDRE Criminal Code, Article 52 ] 

The Minimum Age for Employment 
CSOs recognize the adoption of the Labour Proclamation (Proc. No. No.1156/2019) which raised the minimum age of employment to 15 years.[footnoteRef:17] This revision brought about the synchronization of minimum age of employment with the completion of primary education.   CSOs also call upon the GoE to enforce free and compulsory education to ensure the enrollment of children at age 7 years to schools to prevent their involvement in child labour.  [17:  Labour Proclamation No. 1156/2019, Article 89(2)] 

The Minimum Age for Alcohol and Tobacco Consumption 
CSOs recognize the adoption of the Food and Medicine Administration Proclamation No. 1112/2019 which bans any advertisement of alcohol in public areas and through broadcasting media considering the prevalence of use of drugs including alcohol and tobacco by young persons who are exposed to wide-open media entertainment.[footnoteRef:18] CSOs recognize the increasing of the minimum age for allowable consumption of alcohol from 18 years to 21 years. Moreover, the adoption of the Excise Tax Proclamation No. 1186/2020 which imposed higher added tax on cigarettes and alcohols is also commendable.  CSOs call upon the GoE to put in place the necessary structures and mechanisms for the full implementation of these newly adopted items of legislation.  [18:  Combined 6th and 7th periodic reports of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia to the Committee on the Rights of the Child (2015-2020)] 

Recommendations: 
· Repeal the exception to the marriageable age.
· Enforce free and compulsory education to ensure the enrollment of children at age 7 years to schools to prevent their involvement in child labour.
· Put in place the necessary structures and mechanisms for the full implementation of these newly adopted items of legislation.

[bookmark: _Toc159834533]Cluster 3: General Principles
[bookmark: _Toc159834534]3.1. Non-Discrimination
The rights of a significant number of children in Ethiopia are routinely violated.[footnoteRef:19] Children living or working on the street, children with disabilities, children living with imprisoned mothers or primary care givers, exploited children, abandoned children, children without parental care, children in armed conflict, children in emergencies, abused and neglected children and rural children experience poorer outcomes across every thematic area of the UNCRC.[footnoteRef:20] These groups of children still suffer from inequitable access to resources and services, absence of services and poor quality of services. Moreover, there are no adequate mechanisms for consultation and participation of vulnerable children. [19:  UNICEF, Multidimensional Child Deprivation in Ethiopia: Policy Brief, ]  [20:  UNICEF, Faces of Poverty: Studying the overlap between Monetary and Multidimensional child Poverty in Ethiopia (2020)] 

In particular, the plight of internally displaced children deserves special mention. In 2018, Ethiopia registered the third highest number of new displacements globally with 3,191,000 internally displaced persons (IDPs).[footnoteRef:21]  According to IOM, the number of IDPs reached its peak of 3.04 million in March 2019.[footnoteRef:22] Ethiopia registered more than 1.8 million internally displaced persons in 2020, the highest figure in the world next to Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) and Syria.[footnoteRef:23] More than two million people were internally displaced in Ethiopia as a result of the deadly conflict which took place in the norther part of the country. Over 4,385,789 people were internally displaced in the country.[footnoteRef:24] An estimated 3.45 million people have been internally displaced across the 12 regions in Ethiopia in 2023.[footnoteRef:25] Conflict remains to be the major cause of internal displacement in Ethiopia as more than half of IDPs in the country are displaced as result of conflict. Conflict, drought and social tension constitute 64%, 17% and 9 % as the three major factors triggering internal displacement.[footnoteRef:26]  Conflict has resulted in separation of thousands of adolescents from families, large-scale child abuse, and exploitation. Conflict in northern Ethiopia has displaced over 2.9 million people alone.[footnoteRef:27] [21:  IOM, Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM), Ethiopia — National Displacement Report 13 (June- July 2022)]  [22:  IOM, Ethiopia National Displacement Report 5 (June-July 2020)]  [23:  Ibid. ]  [24:  IOM, Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM), Ethiopia — National Displacement Report 16 (November 2022 - June 2023)]  [25:  IOM, Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM), Ethiopia -National Displacement Report 17 (1 August – 2 September 2023) ]  [26:  Ibid. ]  [27:  Ethiopia National Displacement Report 16 - Site Assessment Round 33 and Village Assessment Survey Round 16: November 2022 - June 2023 - Ethiopia] 

Girl children in Ethiopia continue to face several forms of gender-based discrimination and are disproportionately affected by violence and harmful practices.[footnoteRef:28] Studies indicate that discrimination against girl children is also entrenched in laws and policies.[footnoteRef:29] There remains a critical and urgent need for the GoE to invest in dedicated measures to address gender inequality.  [28:  Africa Child Policy Forum (ACPF) and Plan International, Getting Girls Equal: The African Report on Girls and the Law (2019), p. vii ]  [29:  Ibid.] 

[bookmark: _Toc159834535]3.2. The Best Interest of the Child 
Although there has been some progress in Ethiopia including the application of the doctrine of the best interest of the child in legislation and court decisions, there is lack of proper identification of and taking into consideration children’s interests in judicial and administrative procedures. There is minimal direction on the practical application of the principle including factors that courts should consider in determining the best interests of the child. There are no procedures or criteria for identifying and determining the ‘best interest of the child’ in judicial decisions or administrative proceedings. 
There is little use of Child Rights Impact Assessments (CRIA) to scrutinize the impact of laws and policies on children contrary to the recommendation of the CRC Committee preventing the consideration of direct and indirect impacts. As a result, the best interest of the child is not sufficiently taken into account in parliamentary discussions including in the adoption of items of legislation and decision-making by the government. The Government of Ethiopia needs to do more to develop a child-centered approach in every matter concerning children. The Government of Ethiopia is expected to establish strong mechanisms to ensure the principle is actually enforced by all governmental and other stakeholders. 
[bookmark: _Toc159834536]3.3. The Right to Life, Survival and Development
Studies indicate that 88 per cent or 36.2 million children in Ethiopia are multidimensionally poor.[footnoteRef:30] The State Party report fails to note that most children in Ethiopia suffer from multiple and overlapping deprivations of basic needs and services including development, nutrition, health, water, sanitation, and housing.[footnoteRef:31] The prevalence of child hunger and child undernutrition in Ethiopia remains one of the highest in Sub-Saharan Africa.[footnoteRef:32]  Children in Ethiopia are also disproportionately affected by adverse effects of climate change, natural disasters and environmental degradation.[footnoteRef:33]  [30:  UNICE, Multidimensional Child Deprivation in Ethiopia: Policy Brief ]  [31:  Ibid.]  [32:  Magnitude of under-nutrition among under five children in Ethiopia based on 2019 Mini-Ethiopia Demographic and Health Survey: Generalized Linear Mixed Model (GLMM)]  [33:  Save the Children International: How is the Climate Crisis impacting on Children? ] 

The 6th and 7th combined State Party report also neglects to note the significant number of child homicides by non-state actors resulting from violence, internal displacement, and inter-communal conflict in different parts of the country. The information provided in the combined report is superficial and lacks content relating to deaths of children who are caught up in conflicts in the country. The factors contribute to the fact that Ethiopia is one of the countries which are at the bottom of the Child-Friendliness Index among the less child friendly countries in Africa.[footnoteRef:34]  [34:  ACPF, The African Report on Child Wellbeing (2018): Progress in the Child Friendliness of African Governments ] 

[bookmark: _Toc159834537]3.4. Respect for the Views of the Child 
CSOs recognize the adoption of the revised National Child Parliament Establishment Guideline in 2017. Nevertheless, several barriers and challenges prevent the exercise of participation rights of children. The effective functioning of Children Parliaments is still challenged by the lack of budget, resources and lack of legal support. 
CSOs acknowledge the deployment of social workers and intermediaries to prepare child survivors and witnesses of crime in selected benches. However, judicial and administrative proceedings are not undertaken in a child-friendly manner and there is a general lack of child friendly participation processes. Children’s words are less likely to be believed than those of an adult due to pervasive unsupportive social norms within the society. Children are not also provided with adequate information which is a precondition for effective participation. 
Recommendations 
· Enhance the practical application of the best interest of the child by adopting appropriate guidelines and offering training. 
· Establish clear guidelines and procedures on the specific criteria that need to be considered to determine the best interests of the child.
· Introduce Child Rights Impact Assessments (CRIA) to scrutinize the impact of laws and policies on children.  
· Provide adequate resources for courts and administrative bodies to establish child friendly processes and ensure that court hearings are child friendly. 
· Provide adequate information for children to enhance their effective participation including in public budget discussions and decisions. 
· Ensure government allocates resource for independent children’s parliaments to execute their activities and represent the views of children to government and other decision makers. 
· Government should invest in multisectoral nutrition programming to benefit children under 5 and pregnant and lactating women. 
· Government should adopt child rights approach to climate change and environmental protection programing to reduce impact on child rights. 
[bookmark: _Toc159834538]Cluster 4: Civil Rights and Freedoms
[bookmark: _Toc159834539]4.1. Birth Registration, Name and Nationality 
Despite the recommendation of the CRC Committee to the GoE to undertake assessment on the barriers to birth registration and data collection, there is widespread lack of awareness of birth registration as a human right and its advantages. Despite the establishment of Immigration and Citizenship Service (ICS), only 3 percent of children under the age of five years were registered with the authorities.[footnoteRef:35] The lack of identity documents for children continues to militate against timely access to social services including education.  [35:  Ethiopia Demographic and Health Survey 2016, p.14] 

[bookmark: _Toc159834540]4.2. Right to seek, receive and impart information  
Close to 29.83 million people in Ethiopia have internet access out of a total population of 119.3 million people.[footnoteRef:36] This shows the vast majority of children in Ethiopia do not have access to the internet and technology undermining their ability to socialize, to learn, to access information and to play. This is one of the factors which made alternative delivery of education and remote learning difficult for many children since the onset of the COVID-19 Pandemic. The lack of access to information to children with disabilities is one of the major challenges as much of the content is not accessible to them.  [36:  Digital 2022: Ethiopia, https://datareportal.com/reports/digital-2022-ethiopia] 

Recommendations: 
· Take additional measures to promote birth registration through, among others, education and awareness raising. 
· Promote access to the internet and technology to children and ensure digital accessibility for children with disabilities.  
[bookmark: _Toc159834541]Cluster 5: Violence against Children 
[bookmark: _Toc159834542]5.1. Abuse and neglect, including physical and psychological recovery and social reintegration
The conflict in different parts of the Ethiopia has increased violence and abuse against women and girls. According to the latest Ethiopia Demographic and Health Survey (EDHS 2016), at least one out of every three women in Ethiopia has been beaten, coerced into sex, or otherwise abused in her lifetime, by an intimate partner, and nearly one-quarter (23 percent) of women have at some point in their lives experienced physical violence. Ten percent of the women have experienced sexual violence.[footnoteRef:37] According to the Ethiopian Human Rights Commission report (November 2023) over 200 cases of rape have been registered at different health facilities, with victims including displaced women and health workers since July 2021. [37:  Ethiopian Demographic and Health Survey Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 2016] 

The National Strategy and Action Plan (S&AP) on Violence against Women and Children (VAWC) lapsed in 2015. However, there was no subsequent strategy adopted to replace the former strategy for the reference period 2015-2020. This implies there was no comprehensive guiding document during the reference period listing the activities aimed at combating violence against children. Be that as it may, CSOs commend the development of a national five-year strategy (2021/22-2026) on prevention and response to violence against women and children (VAWC). However, efforts aimed at supporting victims of violence, breaking the cycle of violence, capacity building for professionals and information and knowledge on violence are still fragmented.   
The problem of bullying in secondary schools is increasingly a significant concern in Ethiopia.[footnoteRef:38] The problem of bullying in secondary schools in Ethiopia calls for comprehensive prevention, control, and intervention mechanisms. On the other hand, while a tool for advocacy and awareness in Ethiopia, social media also presents risks for children, necessitating careful monitoring and regulation.  [38:  Temesgen Demissie and Seleshi Zeleke, Bullying in schools: prevalence, bystanders’ reaction and associations with sex and relationships ] 


CSOs acknowledge efforts made by the GoE to promote child friendly justice approach in Ethiopia including the establishment of victim-friendly benches & waiting rooms in selected pilot courtrooms, introduction of Closed Circuit TV System (CCTV) for child witnesses and child parties, assignment of social workers and intermediaries to assist courts to better communicate with child witnesses, the development and dissemination of standards for child friendly justice system and the introduction of the one-way mirror system in selected pilot benches. It is also commendable that the Child Justice Project Office under the Federal Supreme Court drafted Child Friendly Justice Guideline. However, such initiatives are urban centered, few and far in between. Moreover, the sustainability of these interventions is not guaranteed due to a variety of factors.  CSOs also acknowledge the recent adoption of the National Legal Aid Strategy Ministry of Justice in November 2023.[footnoteRef:39]  [39:  Federal Attorney General, Draft National Legal Aid Strategy] 

[bookmark: _Toc159834543]5.2. Harmful Practices 
Although Article 7(1) of the Revised Family Code provides that the marriageable age is 18 years of age as a rule, it provides for exceptions contrary to the recommendations of the CRC Committee in its General Comment No 4 and General Comment No 20. Nevertheless, the exception in Article 7(2) of the Revised Family Code whereby a child becomes eligible for marriage at the age of 16 on condition the Minister of Justice grants dispensation of two years has not yet been eliminated. 

Female genital mutilation or cutting (FGM/C) remains prevalent in different parts of the country. Despite decrease in prevalence, the practice of FGM/C remains widespread in Ethiopia with a prevalence of 65.2% among women aged 15–49.[footnoteRef:40] It is also to be recalled that the Ethiopian government pledged to eliminate child marriage and female genital mutilation/cutting (FFGM/C) by 2025 at the first global Girl Summit held in London in 2014.[footnoteRef:41] However, Ethiopia is home to 25 million girls and women who have undergone FGM, the largest absolute number in Eastern and Southern Africa.[footnoteRef:42] On the other hand, despite registering significant decline, Ethiopia still has one of the highest rates of child marriage in Sub-Saharan countries with 40% of young women married before their 18th birthday and is home to 15 million child brides.[footnoteRef:43]  According to the most recent Demographic and Health Survey (EDHS 2016) showed that the median age at first marriage among Ethiopian women was 17.1 suggesting the practice of child marriage in the country.[footnoteRef:44]  The same report shows that the median age for marriage among men is 23.7. The prevalence of child marriage varies from one administrative region to the other. Child marriage is particularly rampant in Tigray, Amhara and Afar regions.[footnoteRef:45]  [40:  Ethiopia, CSA and ICF, Demographic and Health Survey 2016, July 2017, p. 315
]  [41:  National Road Map to End Child Marriage and FGM (2020-2024), p. 11]  [42:  Unicef, A Profile of Female Genital Mutilation in Ethiopia. New York]  [43:  Ethiopian Demographic and Health Survey Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 2016 ]  [44:  Central Statistical Agency [Ethiopia] & ICF International. Ethiopia Demographic and Heath Survey 2016, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, Calverton and Rockville, Maryland, USA: CSA and ICF. 2017.]  [45:  Adugnaw Zelke et al, Spatial Distribution and Determinants of Early Marriage among Married Women in Ethiopia: A spatial and Multilevel Analysis ] 

CSOs acknowledge the State Party's adoption of a National Road Map to End Child Marriage and FGM (2020-2024) which provides framework to eliminate child marriage and FGM by 2025. CSOs also recognize the notable progress in reducing child marriage during the reporting period. However, there is still a long way to go to eliminate harmful practices. 
[bookmark: _Toc159834544]5.3. Corporal Punishment 
Ethiopian law does not fully prohibit corporal punishment in all settings in particular in-home settings and alternative care. The legal defense of the right to administer ‘reasonable’ chastisement is also embedded in the Criminal Code.[footnoteRef:46] Children experience violence at home, within the community and at school. Children are routinely abused at home by physical beating at the hands of parents and other duty bearers.  [46:  Criminal Code, Article 68(b), Article 659(2) ] 

The Ministry of Education (MoE) has issued a directive banning corporal punishment in schools. The MoE also established follow-up mechanisms including parent-teacher associations.  Nevertheless, a lot more needs to be done to protect children from corporal punishment at schools and care institutions in the country.
[bookmark: _Toc159834545]5.4. Prohibition from Torture and Cruel, Inhuman and Degrading Treatment (CIDT) 
Studies show that a significant number of children are exposed to various forms of physical maltreatments. The following instances could be cited:
· The magnitude of injuries caused deaths among children is increasing and is projected to increase over the coming years. Some estimated that non-intentional injuries caused death among 0-14 years old children has increased from 26,463 in the year 2015 to 27,807 in 2020.[footnoteRef:47] The most common causes of injury include fire, heat & hot substances, and drowning. There should be proactive measures to monitor the protection of children from death. [47:  Li Q, Alonge et al, Child Injuries in Ethiopia: A Review of the current situation with projections (2018)] 

· Sielu Alemayehu et al also reported that the majority (64%) of those children exposed to burn and treated in Ayder Hospotal in Mekelle, Tigary, were younger than 4 years.[footnoteRef:48] The causes of the burn included: Scald 265 (69.4%); Flame 66 (17.3%); 47 (12.3%); chemical burn 2 (0.5%), and contact burn 2 (0.5%). Protecting children from burn should get enough attention and deserve strategies of protecting children from such accidents.[footnoteRef:49] [48:  Sielu Alemayehu et al, Management Outcome of Burn Injury and Associated Factors among Hospitalized Children at Ayder Referral Hospital, Tigray, Ethiopia (2020)]  [49:  Ibid. ] 

· Misgun Shewangizaw et al also reported that the prevalence of physical abuse among 13-17 years old school children in Arbaminch to 64% child physical abuse (of these, 74% occurred at home and 58% at school).[footnoteRef:50] [50:  Misgun Shewangizaw et al, Prevalence and Contributing Factors of Childhood Physical Abuse in Households and at Schools among School Adolescents in Arbaminch town, Southern Ethiopia (2017)] 

[bookmark: _Toc159834546]5.5. Sexual Exploitation and Abuse 
[bookmark: _Toc141392149][bookmark: _Toc141392150][bookmark: _Toc141392151][bookmark: _Toc141392152][bookmark: _Toc141392153]Although there is a lack of disaggregated national data on children’s internet access in Ethiopia, a research conducted by UNICEF, ECPAT International and INTERPOL established that one out of every four children between the ages of 12 and 17 uses the internet.[footnoteRef:51] A study conducted by UNICEF on the basis of a sample of 1000 households revealed 10% of children between the age 12 and 17 have experienced some kind of OCSEA which includes online grooming/solicitation of children for sexual purposes, sexting, sextortion (sexual extortion), live streaming of child sexual abuse and child sexual abuse / exploitation material (child pornography). According to the NCMEC cyber Tipline report, 11,146 child sexual exploitation and abuse material (CSEAM) contents were uploaded, viewed, and shared in Ethiopia in 2022, but this data does not reflect the exact number, which may be impacted by the usage of proxies and anonymizers.[footnoteRef:52] Despite the increasing prevalence of OCSEA risk factors in Ethiopia, there are legislative and institutional capacity gaps for the purpose of identification, protection, prosecution and adjudication of cases of OCSEA.   [51:  ECPAT, INTERPOL, and UNICEF. (2022). Disrupting Harm in Ethiopia: Evidence on online child sexual exploitation and abuse. Global Partnership to End Violence against Children]  [52:  National center for missing and exploited  children, 2022 CyberTipline Reports by Country] 

Recommendations: 
· The GoE should strengthen child protection systems and adopt and implement appropriate strategy and plan of action to combat all forms of violence against children. 
· The GoE should adopt child-centered disclosure and criminal investigation of violence against children.  
· The GoE should promote online safety for Ethiopian children through education, responsible use, and protective measures. 
[bookmark: _Toc159834547]Cluster 6: Family Environment and Alternative Care 
[bookmark: _Toc159834548]6.1. Protection of the Family 
CSOs acknowledge the State Party’s extension of paid maternity leave to 120 days pursuant to Article 42(3) of the Federal Civil Servants Proclamation and Article 88(3) of the Labour Proclamation. However, the measures taken for the preservation and strengthening of the family structure is inadequate. The expenditure devoted to help and support families to keep children safe and at home is meager. There is considerable lack of preventive services to ensure children stay in their original families. Services aimed at early detection of families at risk are non-existent. 
[bookmark: _Toc159834549]6.2. Family Reunification and Children Deprived of Family Environment 
Large numbers of children in Ethiopia are increasingly deprived of a family environment and are not living with their parents. One out of ten children in Ethiopia does not live with a biological parent.[footnoteRef:53]  Moreover, 7 percent of these children are orphans with one or both parents dead.[footnoteRef:54] A total of 1.4 million children in Ethiopia are estimated to be living without their mothers, representing 3.6 per cent of all children.[footnoteRef:55] The number of children living and working on the street is believed to be substantial. 104,068 children which constituted 0.3 per cent of all children in Ethiopia lived in child headed households (CHH).[footnoteRef:56]  [53:  FDRE Ministry of Finance and UNICEF, National Situation Analysis of Children and Women in Ethiopia, p. 42]  [54:  Ibid.  ]  [55:  Central Statistical Agency, UNICEF, Oxford Policy Management, Child Well-being in Ethiopia, 2015 ]  [56:  FDRE Ministry of Finance and UNICEF (n   8) p. 42] 

CSOs also acknowledge the adoption of Foster Family and Domestic Adoption Service Directive and the encouragement of local options.[footnoteRef:57] CSOs also take note of the adoption of Directive on Alternative Childcare and Support (Directive Number 976/2023). Nevertheless, the provision of alternative childcare has not been guided by the subsidiarity principle, which requires giving due emphasis on the benefits of a permanent solution for the child in line with the UN Guidelines on Alternative Care of Children.  [57: MoWCYA, Alternative Childcare Guidelines on community-based Childcare, Reunification and Reintegration Program, Foster Care, Adoption, and Institutional Care  (2009), p.14 ] 

In 2018, the Ethiopian government amended the Revised Family Code thereby banning inter-country adoption.[footnoteRef:58] Many observers have expressed their concerns that the total banning of inter-country adoption is not consistent with the UNCRC. Moreover, the Cassation Bench of the Federal Supreme Court of Ethiopia made an exception from the total ban on inter-country adoptions in its decision in March 2020 in relation to file number 189201.[footnoteRef:59] The decision provides that the ban should not apply to foreign nationals of Ethiopian origin.[footnoteRef:60] Despite this decision, the MoWSA declined to process applications for inter-country adoptions by foreign nationals of Ethiopian origin and the newly adopted Directive entrenched Ethiopian nationality as a precondition despite the decision by the highest tier of court.[footnoteRef:61]  This points to a lack of clear laws and practices relating to inter-country adoption in the country which is consistent with international standards.  [58:  Revised Family Code (Amendment) Proclamation, Proclamation No. 1070/2018]  [59:  Ato Wondewosen Tadesse and Others(File No 189201, Federal Supreme Court Cassation Division, March 11, 2020); See also Dagnachew Tesfaye, Major Milestone on Inter-country Adoption for Foreign Nationals of Ethiopian Origin  ]  [60:  Ibid.]  [61:  MoWSA, Directive on Alternative Childcare and Support (Directive Number 976/2023), Article 46 ] 

[bookmark: _Toc159834550]6.3. Maintenance for the Child 
CSOs recognize the commendable progress in terms of the drafting of child maintenance guideline. Nevertheless, the Guideline has not been completed and the absence of binding child maintenance guideline makes it difficult to ensure the uniformity and predictability of court decisions regarding the matter.   
Recommendations: 
· The GoE should adopt legislative and other measures to strengthen the family structure and expand the provision of family support services across the country. 
· The practice of Alternative Childcare must be guided by the principle of subsidiarity.  
· The GoE should adopt child maintenance guideline to ensure uniformity and consistency in maintenance orders.   
[bookmark: _Toc159834551]Cluster 7: Disability, Basic Health and Welfare
[bookmark: _Toc159834552]7.1. Children with Disabilities 
Children with disabilities continue to experience increased risk of violence, structural barriers to inclusion, poorer educational outcomes and increased risk of coming into contact with the law.[footnoteRef:62] Although access to education to children without disabilities is close to 100%, this remains far remote for those children with disabilities. According to the Education Statistical Annual Abstract (ESAA) for the academic year 2019/20, about 8% are said to have access to formal primary education in Ethiopia, with only 0.9% in preschool settings and 2.3% in secondary schools.[footnoteRef:63] However, the report did not specify how the different types of disabilities were assessed. Besides, the report does not indicate equitable learning for children with disabilities when they are in schools. The question here is that even those who have access to school may not have benefited from learning due to limited required human and material resources. The education statistical report of the Ministry of Education does not indicate neither the methods of assessment nor inclusiveness of all these different forms of disabilities.  [62:  UNICEF, Disability bulletin vol 1 (April 2023)  ]  [63:  MOE, Education Statistical Annual Abstract (ESAA) for the academic year 2019/20, pp. 69,106 ] 

The Gross Enrolment Ratio of children with disabilities nationally for pre-primary remains at 0.9 percent indicating that thousands of children with disabilities are not yet attending pre-primary.[footnoteRef:64] Similarly, the total number of students with special education needs who are attending their primary school remains at 11.1 per cent.[footnoteRef:65]  [64:  Ministry of Education, Education Statistics Annual Abstract 2012 E.C (2019/20), p.78 ]  [65:  Ibid. ] 

[bookmark: _Toc159834553]7.2. Health and Health Services
Six out of ten children lack protection from vaccine-preventable diseases due to low coverage of basic vaccinations.[footnoteRef:66] Most of the leading causes of death for young children in Ethiopia are preventable and substantial numbers of children are not getting vaccines against childhood diseases.[footnoteRef:67] Furthermore, children account for 10 percent of the population living with HIV in 2017.[footnoteRef:68] A high proportion of child deaths in Ethiopia are preventable.  [66:  FDRE Ministry of Finance and UNICEF (n  8) p.45  ]  [67:  Ibid. ]  [68:  Ibid. ] 

[bookmark: _Toc159834554]7.3 Child Poverty 
Significant numbers of children live in households experiencing poverty.  Child homelessness is also one of the issues which affect children in Ethiopia.  The high rate of poverty in Ethiopia affects children disproportionately. 28 percent of children, more than 11 million children, are poor in terms of both monetary poverty and multidimensional deprivation of basic needs and rights.[footnoteRef:69] The majority of children, who are monetarily poor, are also shown to be poor in multidimensional terms.[footnoteRef:70] On the other hand, only 31 per cent of children who are multidimensional poor are also monetarily poor.[footnoteRef:71] The incidence of monetary poverty is more prevalent among children in rural areas than those in urban areas.[footnoteRef:72] Monetary poverty is higher among children (29 per cent) as compared to the total population (21 per cent). Moreover, children constitute more than half (60 percent) of the poor.[footnoteRef:73] In addition, multidimensional poverty is declining at a much smaller rate.[footnoteRef:74]   [69:  UNICEF Ethiopia, Monetary and Multidimensional Child Poverty in Ethiopia (July 2020), p.vi ]  [70:  Ibid.]  [71:  Ibid. ]  [72:  Ibid., p.vii]  [73:  Ibid., p.vii]  [74:  UNICEF Ethiopia, Faces of Poverty: Studying the Overlap between Monetary and Multidimensional Child Poverty in Ethiopia (2020), p. 1 ] 



Recommendations: 
· The GoE should expand early intervention, detection and disability support for children with disabilities across the country including health professionals. 
· The GoE should ensure universal health care for children and their families particularly those living in rural, and conflict and drought affected areas including quality antenatal and postnatal care and education. 
· The GoE should considerably increase its resources for families and children with particular focus on the fight against childhood poverty including through alternative financing mechanisms. 
[bookmark: _Toc159834555]Cluster 8: Education, leisure and cultural activities  
[bookmark: _Toc159834556]8.1. The right to education, including vocational training and guidance 
CSOs recognize the adoption of the new Training and Education Policy in 2023 which envisages to provide free and compulsory education in Ethiopia.  Many children in Ethiopia do not have access to quality early childhood education. This is further worsened by the continued conflict and drought in the different parts of the country. According to UNICEF (2023), some 7.6 million children are out of school across Ethiopia due to different man-made and natural disasters. The education sector in Ethiopia still faces a number of challenges including equity, access, quality, relevance, and governance and unity in diversity.[footnoteRef:75] It is hoped that the adoption of the Ethiopia Education Development Roadmap (2018-2030) will address some of these challenges. Despite commendable progress at primary level, the gender disparity is still high in particular secondary enrolment.[footnoteRef:76] Public expenditure on pre-primary education and inclusive education is low. [75:  Ministry of Education, Education and Training Roadmap (2019) p.7  ]  [76:  Ibid.   ] 

The Ethiopian Education Statistical Annual Abstract (ESAA) reports a Gender parity index (GPI) of 0.91 in grades 1-8, and 0.87 in grades 9-12 for the academic year 2019/20 which shows that gender parity is not yet achieved.[footnoteRef:77]  [77:  MOE, Education Statistical Annual Abstract (ESAA) for the academic year 2019/20 pp. 28, 54] 

In Ethiopia, the Education Sector Development Program (ESDP VI) for 2021-2025 includes explicit references on the need for the continuation of education in emergencies.[footnoteRef:78] Education is increasingly becoming under threat in Ethiopia as a result of armed conflicts in the country. A surge in threats and attacks against students, teachers, and schools and on education itself is preventing children from exercising and enjoying their rights to education.[footnoteRef:79] According to the 2022 GCPEA Report, there were many reported attacks against education in Ethiopia.[footnoteRef:80] Several schools have been destroyed in Ethiopia as a result of which many school age children have been forced to stay out of school. Nevertheless, the GoE is one of the countries which has not endorsed the Safe Schools Declaration (SSD). [78:  Ministry of Education (FDRE), Education Sector Development Programme VI (ESDP VI) (2020/21 - 2024/25 G.C).]  [79:  UNICEF, Education under Threat in West and Central Africa (2019)]  [80:  Global Coalition to Protect Education from Attack (GCPEA), Education under Attack 2022] 

[bookmark: _Toc159834557]8.2. Leisure, Recreation and Cultural Activities 
The importance of leisure, recreation and cultural activities is not properly understood by the State Party. There is no data concerning play and cultural activities among children in Ethiopia. Overall physical activity levels among children in Ethiopia remains very poor.  Children’s access to opportunities for free play in Ethiopia has decreased significantly. The right of children to leisure and rest, to engage in play and recreational activities is increasingly challenged by waste, pollution, traffic, and other physical hazards, lack of rest, leisure time free from other demands, accessible space, and time for play, space and opportunities to play outdoors. 
Recommendations: 
· The GoE should strengthen support for vulnerable children by providing special support to encourage them to enroll in schooling. 
· Government should prioritize pre-primary education by allocating adequate resources (human and financial).  
· The GoE should integrate children’s rights in the training of teachers. 
[bookmark: _Toc159834558]Cluster 9: Special Protection Measures  
[bookmark: _Toc159834559]9.1. Children in Situations of Economic Exploitation 
CSOs recognize the State Party’s adoption of the Labour Law Proclamation (Proclamation No. 1156/2019) which increased the minimum age of employment from 14 to 15 years to align it with international standards. Nevertheless, the GoE has failed to enforce compulsory education and ensure the enrollment of children at age 7 years to schools.[footnoteRef:81] Moreover, the Labour Law does not specify the types of activities that children can engage in the form of employment. Further, the law does not cover children and young workers employed in the informal sector including children in domestic work.  [81:  UNICEF Ethiopia, CSA and C4ED, Child Labour Analysis in Ethiopia (2020), p. 96] 

According to UNICEF Ethiopia, CSA and C4ED (2020), in its Ethiopian National Child Labour Survey reported that the overall child labour incidence was 42.7%, (50.2% among boys, 34.5% among girls) with higher rates of child labour in rural areas than in urban areas (48.8% compared to 14.7%).[footnoteRef:82] Furthermore, about 23% are estimated to be the children in hazardous work.[footnoteRef:83]  [82:  Ibid. ]  [83:  Ibid. ] 

However, gaps exist within the authority of MoLS that may hinder adequate labor law enforcement, including the authority to assess penalties. The number of labor inspectors also remains insufficient for the size of Ethiopia's workforce. CSOs also recognize the adoption of National Action Plan on the Worst Form of Child Labour Prevention and Protection (2016-2020) and the National Action Plan on Child Labour (2011-2017) to protect economic exploitation and child labour. However, much of the intervention to address child labour by the State Party is focused on preventative services such as awareness raising and training. Consequently, the withdrawal, rehabilitation and reintegration of children from worst forms of child labour continue to be challenging. 
[bookmark: _Toc159834560]9.2. Migrant, Refugee, Asylum-Seeker and Internally Displaced Children 
Refugee and Asylum Seeker Children 
[bookmark: _Toc24796404]CSOs recognize the adoption by the Government of Ethiopia of progressive Refugee Proclamation (Proclamation 1110/2019), the National Case Management Framework for the Implementation of the National Case Management System for Child Protection and Proclamation No. 1049/2017 which included refugees in the national civil registration system. Despite the significant legislative and policy achievements, there are still various gaps in relation to the protection of refugee children in Ethiopia including the lack of comprehensive legal and policy framework for the protection of refugee children in Ethiopia. As a result, refugee children are exposed to multifarious child protection concerns and problems. There are a number of challenges that hamper the efficiency and accessibility of refugee vital events registration in Ethiopia. 
Internally Displaced Children 
CSOs recognize the State Party’s ratification of the Kampala Convention on Internally Displaced Persons (Proclamation 1187/2020). Nevertheless, there are major shortcomings in terms of prevention of internal displacement of children, protection and durable solutions for them. Children are disproportionately represented in the population of internally displaced persons in Ethiopia. 
Further steps such as enacting and implementing legislations, policies and strategies are required for the effective discharge of the State Party's obligations. CSOs also recognize the State Party's launching of the National Durable Solutions Initiative (DSI). 
[bookmark: _Toc159834561]9.3. Children belonging to a Minority or an Indigenous People 
The rights of children of pastoralist communities have been violated due to large scale land acquisitions which are practiced in the name of agricultural investments or development projects in violation of relevant international standards as embodied in international human rights instruments and the Voluntary Guidelines on Responsible Governance of Tenure of Land (VGGT). Significant number of children belonging to ethnic minorities and indigenous communities in Ethiopia face significant challenges in the exercise of their rights enshrined in the CRC and the ACRWC. Children belonging to ethnic minorities and indigenous communities have limited access to social services including education and health.   
[bookmark: _Toc159834562]9.4. Children Living with Imprisoned Mothers or Primary Caregivers 
According to a national study conducted by Africa Child Policy Forum (ACPF), there were 987 children living with their imprisoned mothers/ primary caregivers across prisons in Ethiopia in February 2020.[footnoteRef:84] Courts in Ethiopia are not explicitly required to stop and consider the impact that the caregiver's imprisonment will have on children. Efforts aimed at minimizing child-parent separation are undermined by the limited legal availability of non-custodial alternative sentences such as community service.[footnoteRef:85] The current practice relating to co-residence, admission and separation in Ethiopia is age-based. Consequently, it does not employ case-by-case assessment of the principle of the best interests, welfare and circumstances of the child.[footnoteRef:86] Children in prison with their incarcerated mothers or primary caregivers languish in prisons irrespective of the fact the age limit provided in the relevant legislation has lapsed.[footnoteRef:87] Children living with imprisoned mothers and primary caregivers at heightened risk of violence, trauma and harmful situations and live in overcrowded prisons in poor conditions putting their lives and development at risk.  [84:  African Child Policy Forum (ACPF), Behind Bars without a Crime: A National Study on Children Living With Imprisoned Mothers or Primary Care Givers in Ethiopia (June 2020)]  [85:  Ibid.]  [86:  Ibid.]  [87:  Ibid.] 

[bookmark: _Toc159834563]9.5. Children in Situations of Drug Abuse
CSOs recognize the legislative measure raising the alcohol consumption age to 21 years.[footnoteRef:88] However, substance abuse among children in Ethiopia remains prevalent. Alcohol and khat are the most frequently abused drugs followed by cannabis and solvents.[footnoteRef:89] Significant risks to young people’s health are posed by risk behaviors including substance abuse, sexual risk behavior and the attendant risks like unwanted pregnancies and exposure to crime and violence.  [88:  The Food and Medicine Administration Proclamation, Proclamation No. 1112/2019 ]  [89:  Fekadu, A., Alem, A., Hanlon, C. (2007). Alcohol and drug abuse in Ethiopia: Past, Present and Future, African Journal of Drug and Alcohol Studies, 6(1) 39-53  ] 

CSOs recognize the concrete actions taken by the State Party including outlawing advertisement of alcohol in public areas and via broadcasting media, raising the alcohol consumption, raising the tax on cigarettes and alcohols with the aim to discourage children and others from consuming these products. 
[bookmark: _Toc159834564]9.6. Children in Situations of Sale, Trafficking and Abduction 
[bookmark: _Hlk103071385]CSOs recognize the State Party's efforts to combat child trafficking such as the enactment of Proclamation to provide for the Prevention and Suppression of Trafficking in Person and Smuggling of Migrants (Proclamation No. 1178/2020). However, there is a lack of effective implementation of the strategies and national action plans. This is due to different factors such as underfunding, lack of expertise, and lack of coordination among stakeholders. 
[bookmark: _Toc159834565]9.7. Children in Street Situations 
CSOs recognize the efforts by the State Party such as reuniting and reintegrating the children with their family. The intervention mechanisms employed by the government and non-governmental organs have not yielded a significant outcome in terms of reducing the magnitude of the phenomenon. The services rendered to children living and/or working on the streets lack an overarching strategy.[footnoteRef:90]  [90:  Head Counting of Street Children in Addis Ababa (October 2010-January 2011)] 

[bookmark: _Toc159834566]9.8. Children in Armed Conflict
Ethiopia is home to many children affected by armed conflict in their countries of origin. Ethiopia is also home to many children who are directly affected by armed conflict. CSOs recognize the acknowledgement by the State Party of the occurrence of several conflicts in the country during the reporting period. CSOs recognize the adoption of Defense Forces Proclamation (Proclamation No. 1286/2023) which is instrumental for the prevention of enlistment and conscription of children in armed conflict. Nevertheless, there are increasing reports of children being killed and attacked as a result of non-peaceful situations in the country. 
[bookmark: _Toc159834567]9.9. Children in Conflict with the Law  
Child Justice System is not children’s-rights compliant. There is no clear and coherent strategy for the primary prevention of children coming into contact with the criminal justice system.  The GoE failed to comply with the recommendations of the CRC Committee to raise the minimum age of criminal responsibility (MACR). 
The Criminal Code limits the applicability of the child justice system to children under the age of 15 years.[footnoteRef:91] There is no comprehensive specialized system to deal with children in conflict with the law. The laws in are not informed by the principles of restorative justice and are plagued by implementation gaps. There is a general lack of specialized courts and specialized judges. Measures of diversion are not still recognized in the Criminal Code and not prioritized.  The wellbeing of children in conflict with the law does not appear to be a central consideration since several children in conflict with the law languish in pretrial detention for excessive length of time in overcrowded detention centers. CSOs acknowledge the construction and launching of the new facility for children in conflict with the law in Addis Ababa. However, many children are still placed alongside adults in pretrial detention. Non-custodial measures for children in conflict with the law are not well-established. As a result, the implementation of the principle of last resort and for the shortest appropriate period is not effective. More emphasis is placed on punitiveness than that of reintegration and on dignity. There is no institutionalized and viable post-release and reintegration support for children in conflict with the law.  [91:  Criminal Code, Article 176 ] 

Recommendations: 
· The GoE should adopt a holistic system approach to establish a functional child protection system to address the plight of children in especially difficult circumstances and child protection challenges. 
· The GoE should improve access to social services including education, health, protection and access to justice for children belonging to minorities and indigenous populations. 
· The GoE should establish and expand a specialized child justice system such as child friendly benches.  








[bookmark: _Toc159834568]Annex 1: Alphabetical List of Endorsing Civil Society Organizations (CSOs)
Abebech Gobena Netsanet Kebekabena Limat Mahiber (AGOHELMA)(ERC)
ANPPCAN-Ethiopia
Berhan Lehetsant 
Canadian Feed the Children (CFC) 
Care for Child and Family Organization
CHADET-Ethiopia
Common Vision for Development Association
Consortium of Ethiopian Human Rights Organizations (CEHRO)
Delasalle CDO
Development Expertise Center
El-Derash Children and Family Development Organization
Ellilta—Women at Risk (E-WAR)
Emmanuel Development Association (EDA)
Ethiopia School Meal Initiative (ESMI)
Ethiopian Muslims Relief and Development Association
Fayyaa Integrated Development Organization
Federation of Ethiopian Associations of Persons with Disabilities (FEAPD)
Forum on Sustainable Child Empowerment (FSCE)
Gambella Children and Community Development Organization (GCCDO)
Guraghe People’s Self-help Development Organization (GPSDO)
Hiwot Ethiopia
Integrated Family Service Organization (IFSO)
Italian Association for Aid to Children (CIAI)
Jerusalem Children and Community Development Organization (JeCCDO) 
Kids Care Community Based Social Service Association (KCCWA)
Mums For Mums
Organisation for Rehabilitation and Development in Amhara
Organization for Social Development (OSD)
Ratson: Women, Children and Youth Development Program
Save Generation Development Association (SGDA) 
Young Women’s Christian Association (YWCA) 
INGOs (Technical and Financial Contributors)
Save the Children International
Child Fund-Ethiopia
Plan International Ethiopia 
Terre des Hommes Netherlands 
SOS Children’s Villages Ethiopia 
World Vision 
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