OPENING ADDRESS AND INTRODUCTION OF THE DELEGATION OF BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA

GENEVA 18-20 SEPTEMBER

PRESENTATION OF THE COMBINED SECOND, THIRD AND FOURTH PERIODIC REPORTS OF BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF UN CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD

Saliha Đuderija, Assistant Minister
Ladies and gentlemen,
I am pleased to greet you in my own name and on behalf of other members of the Delegation of Bosnia and Herzegovina on the occasion of the presentation of the Periodic Report of Bosnia and Herzegovina on the Implementation of UN Convention on the Rights of the Child.
I would particularly like to thank you for your kind words of welcome and to convey to you warm regards from Bosnia and Herzegovina, as well as our expectations for a successful presentation that will yield good results and recommendations by this Committee.
We also expect that the Committee's recommendations will guide us, as they have so far, toward a successful future collaboration and consistent fulfillment of obligations of Bosnia and Herzegovina as a member of this Committee.
Before presenting brief introductory remarks on the method and substance of the work performed during the preparation and drafting of this Periodic Report, let me introduce the members of the Bosnia and Herzegovina delegation who will be here at your disposal to provide sincere, competent and professional answers to your questions.
The Delegation of Bosnia and Herzegovina includes:

1. Ms. Saliha Đuderija, Assistant Minister of Human Rights, Head of the Delegation;
2. Mr. Ivica Zadro, Chief of Staff, Ministry of Human Rights and Refugees;
3. Ms. Minka Smajević, Head of Department, Ministry of Human Rights and Refugees;
4. Ms. Milena Jurić, Expert Adviser, Ministry of Human Rights and Refugees; 
5. Mr. Ljubo Lepir, Assistant Minister, RS Ministry of Health and Social Welfare;
6. Ms. Marina Bera, Assistant Minister, FBiH Ministry of Health;
7. Ms. Roksanda Mičić, Interpreter; and
8. Ms. Amela Kurtović, Interpreter.
Ladies and gentlemen,
The Initial Report on the Implementation of UN Convention on the Rights of the Child was presented to the Committee on the Rights of the Child in May 2005 and it was followed by the Committee’s recommendations. 
The Committee’s recommendations served as a basis for the preparation of the Combined Second, Third and Fourth Periodic Reports of Bosnia and Herzegovina on the Implementation of the Provisions of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. 
The Periodic Report was also based on the Reports by Bosnia and Herzegovina on the implementation of two Optional Protocols, namely the Optional Protocol on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography and the First Report on the implementation of the Optional Protocol on the involvement of children in armed conflict, as well as on the Committee’s recommendations submitted to Bosnia and Herzegovina, which were taken into account. 
I would like to point out that, for the authorities of Bosnia and Herzegovina, the reporting process, in addition to fulfilling international obligations, entails the involvement of almost all levels of government in the country. 
During the process of preparing the reports, meetings and public debates are organized with the aim of promoting the universal values of the Convention on the Rights of the Child and enhancing joint endeavors and cooperation of BiH institutions in order to establish in Bosnia and Herzegovina a sustainable system, which is fit for children and which ensures children’s full development. 

That is why in the preparation of reports on the implementation of international conventions and protocols, including this Convention, the Ministry of Human Rights and Refugees of Bosnia and Herzegovina applies the principle of multidisciplinary collaboration and the system of setting up inter-ministerial teams and expert groups.  
In addition to the representatives of state-level ministries, we also involved the representatives of the Entity-level ministries in the preparation of this Report, namely: the FBiH Ministry of Labor and Social Policy, the FBiH Ministry of Health, the FBiH Ministry of Education, the RS Ministry of Health and Social Welfare, the RS Ministry of Education and Culture, and the Department for Health of the Brčko District of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 
In the first phase of the preparation of the Periodic Report, the representatives of the institutions are involved in presenting the reports and information available, along with the Committee’s General guidelines regarding the form and content of periodic reports (CRC/C/58/REV. 1 of 29 November 2005) to a large number of civil servants and NGO representatives, who are given the possibility to provide their comments and suggestions after the presentation, and a public debate is organized on the report in question. 
Following the above-mentioned activities, a smaller expert group, appointed by the Ministry of Human Rights and Refugees of Bosnia and Herzegovina, analyses the comments and suggestions received and prepares the final draft Periodic Report. After receiving the opinions from the line ministries, as required by the Rules of Procedure, this draft Periodic Report is submitted to the Council of Ministers of Bosnia and Herzegovina for adoption. 

The Ministry of Human Rights and Refugees is responsible for carrying out and coordinating the reporting activities, as well as for enhancing and promoting the rights of children in Bosnia and Herzegovina. Thus, the reporting process, as already pointed out, is yet another opportunity for the promotion of and awareness-raising on international standards in the field of child protection, notably the universal standards set forth in the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

Wishing to briefly present the situation regarding the rights of children in Bosnia and Herzegovina, let me note that for the most part Bosnia and Herzegovina conducts its activities on the protection of children's rights through the system of legislative harmonization and the system of improving practices, where experts work with children. Thus, as regards the most important issues, we design and develop strategic, planning and project-related documents either on our own or in cooperation with international or local civil society organizations. 
The key legislation in Bosnia and Herzegovina in the field of the rights of children includes laws on social welfare and family laws, and they have the greatest impact on the quality of protection of the rights of children in Bosnia and Herzegovina.
One of the most important strategic documents, which promotes and proposes measures to protect the rights of children in Bosnia and Herzegovina, is the Action Plan for the Children of Bosnia and Herzegovina  2010 – 2014 (preceded by the Action Plan 2002-2010). These plans identified the activities on creating favorable living conditions for children and their families, their healthy physical and psychological development and inclusion in the society, and participation in decision-making, as the most important factors for acting in the best interest of the children.
In the context of the right of every child to grow up in a family, the Action Plan for the Children of Bosnia and Herzegovina includes the development of and support to alternative forms of care for children without parental care, presenting it as a more humane and cost-efficient form of care relative to institutional care. 
The authorities of Bosnia and Herzegovina are aware of the fact that the institutional care of children infringes the principle of equality of each child, namely equal right of each child to live in a family environment, since a child placed in an institution is not able to live and participate in the society in the same way as the one living in a family environment and since children growing up in institutions become stigmatized and discriminated against.
Given that research, surveys and analyses conducted in European countries show that institutional placement of children in North and West European countries is decreasing and that the process of deinstitutionalization is in the final phase, while in the countries of the Central and Eastern Europe it is still underway, the authorities of Bosnia and Herzegovina have taken further steps toward achieving the fuller enjoyment of the children's rights. 
In addition to the issue of institutional care for children, other issues related to the protection of the rights of the child in Bosnia and Herzegovina are also important for us to act upon. Therefore, the Ministry of Human Rights and Refugees of Bosnia and Herzegovina identified in the Action Plan for the Children of Bosnia and Herzegovina the issues of social inclusion of children and activities related to the most important needs for children in the fields of social and health protection, education, special forms of protection, as well as non-discrimination and ensuring fundamental human rights of children. 
A particularly important among these issues is non-discrimination, notably the prohibition of corporal punishment at home and in institutions, where a stronger public sensitization is required. Also, specific activities are foreseen in terms of reporting and monitoring in order to ensure adequate response to violence against children and their abuse, including domestic violence. 

Aiming to implement the recommendations of this Committee, and in particular the recommendations given by the Council of Europe Commissioner for Human Rights, the authorities of Bosnia and Herzegovina took action to fulfill this obligation in due time. 
Namely, at its 14th session held on 20 June 2007 the Council of Ministers adopted the National Strategy to Combat Violence against Children 2007 -2010, while the activities to draft and adopt a new Strategy for period until 2015 are in progress. 
Given that the Ministry of Human Rights and Refugees is in charge of implementing the activities on drafting the Strategy, the Ministry also set up a special team tasked with presenting the Strategy to all levels of government in Bosnia and Herzegovina identified in the Strategy as those responsible for implementing activities and reporting regularly to the Council of Ministers, as well as other levels of government in Bosnia and Herzegovina. 
The new Strategy identifies specific problems and recent trends in violence against children in Bosnia and Herzegovina, the deficiencies of existing legislation in this area and proposals for their harmonization and improvement, as well as specific goals and measures required for preventive action and general reduction of occurrence of violence against children in BiH society.

The implementation of the National Strategy to Combat Violence against Children in Bosnia and Herzegovina was important in many ways: presenting the obligations of those responsible for various activities, educating and sensitizing the wider public, which also resulted in establishing partnership with NGOs.

Aimed at establishing a common methodology to monitor the problem of violence against children in Bosnia and Herzegovina, the formation of coalitions of NGOs was an activity that was carried out in the course of 2011 and 2012. It is important to mention the coalition of NGOs which, in collaboration with the Ministry, NGO Vesta from Tuzla and UNICEF, continued designing the methodology for monitoring the problem of violence against children by NGOs in Bosnia and Herzegovina. 
Several joint activities were carried out to combat juvenile delinquency and very good legislation in this field was passed at the Entity level. The system for the implementation of alternative measures for juvenile offenders was improved. It has to be noted that the activities on the implementation of the Framework Strategy against Juvenile Offending have still not been carried out.
It is important to point out the continuing trend of improving family law protection, social protection, as well as specific protection measures such as protection against domestic violence, and protection of children in criminal, minor offence and administrative proceedings. 
In the field of education, systems for vocational education have been improved; the Strategy for the Development of Vocational Education and Training in Bosnia and Herzegovina for period 2007-2013 was adopted, as well as the Strategy for the Development of Preschool Upbringing and Education in Bosnia and Herzegovina, Strategic Guidance of the Development of Education in Bosnia and Herzegovina along with Implementation Plan for period 2008-2015 and Revised Action Plan on Roma Educational Needs.  
· On 1 April 2009, the proposed National Strategy for Narcotic Drugs Control, Prevention and Suppression of Abuse of Narcotic Drugs in Bosnia and Herzegovina for period 2009-2013 was adopted;
· National Action Plan to Combat Trafficking in Human Beings for period 2009-2011 has been adopted, while the preparation of a new Strategy and Action Plan for period 2012-2014 is underway;
· In March 2012, the Council of Ministers of Bosnia and Herzegovina passed a decision to adopt Framework policies for improving early growth and development of children in Bosnia and Herzegovina. 
Generally speaking, there has been progress in the protection of the rights of children in Bosnia and Herzegovina although Bosnia and Herzegovina has faced numerous economic difficulties, coupled with the fact that the process of transition has not been completed and all areas of child protection still need substantial funds to be invested in order to see improvement in child protection in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

As stated in the BiH Ombudsman Report for 2011, under the chapter on complaints based on the rights of the child, 110 individual complaints were received, mostly related to the violation of the right to education, the right to health care, the right to maintain personal relations with the parent with whom the child does not live, the right to protection from violence, and the right to protection from abuse and neglect. This provided guidance to the Ministry of Human Rights and Refugees to further enhance its activities in these areas.
Important activities have been carried out in recent years to monitor the exercise of the rights of minority children (Roma), children with disabilities, the degree and form of exclusion of minority children and other groups of children, as well as problems in the fields of education and health care.  

The activities on monitoring the problem of violence against children in general, which are always very current, are continuing. 
I expect that these introductory remarks will facilitate our dialogue and that the Delegation of Bosnia and Herzegovina will provide, within the time available, broader and more exhaustive information on the mentioned issues, as well as on all other challenges that the authorities of Bosnia and Herzegovina have been facing in this period of economic and democratic transition which has had considerable impact on the exercise of the rights of children in general.  
 Sarajevo, 18 September 2012
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