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Dear Members of the CEDAW Committee,

Dear Members of the Ukrainian Delegation,

Dear Colleagues,
Ensuring equal rights and opportunities for women and men is a prerequisite for building a democratic state under the rule of law in which human rights and freedoms are protected.
Achieving gender equality is one of the Sustainable Development Goals approved at the 70th session of the UN General Assembly in 2015.
Today, Ukraine continues to take a number of measures to accelerate the elimination of discrimination against women and to empower women in various spheres of social relations.
In recent years, much has been done and achieved.
On behalf of the Ukrainian Parliament Commissioner for Human Rights I hope that Ukraine's efforts will be recognized and duly appreciated by the Committee.
At the same time, the results of parliamentary oversight of equal rights and opportunities for women and men by the Ukrainian Parliament Commissioner for Human Rights show that despite important positive changes, gender inequality still exists in many areas.
During 2019-2021, 96 people applied to the Ombudsman with the claim regarding violations of the right to protection against discrimination on the basis of gender and equal rights of women and men. In 2022, 21 appeals on similar issues were received. In addition, during 2019-2021, 426 reports of violations of citizens' rights to protection from domestic violence were received. In 2022, 103 people have appealed about domestic violence.
More than 40 years have passed since the ratification of the Convention, but the main challenges remain consistent.

Moreover, the armed aggression of the Russian Federation against Ukraine, in particular its full-scale phase, has exacerbated existing and created new challenges for the realization of the rights of different groups of women and men: internal and external displacement, loss of livelihoods, risks of experiencing violence, including conflict-related sexual violence (CRSV), risks of human trafficking.
Law enforcement agencies of Ukraine are conducting pre-trial investigations in more than 40 criminal proceedings on violent acts of sexual nature committed by Russian servicemen.
Cases of conflict-related sexual violence were reported from the temporarily occupied and de-occupied territories of Ukraine, in particular Donetsk, Zaporizhzhia, Kyiv, Luhansk, Kharkiv, Kherson and Chernihiv regions. Moreover, women and girls are mostly affected by CRSV.
Committing of sexual violence against the civilian population of Ukraine by the armed forces of the Russian Federation and other armed formations of the Russian Federation requires proper assessment and prosecution of the perpetrators.
Ukraine is making efforts to promptly regulate the state policy on the protection of victims and to manage the issue of bringing the perpetrators at all levels to justice.
We are very hope that the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women will welcome the work of the Government of Ukraine carried out to implement the Concluding Observations of the Committee to the Eighth periodic report of Ukraine and provide fair and reasonable recommendations for further measures to ensure gender equality in Ukraine, taking into account the challenges caused by the full-scale armed aggression of the Russian Federation against Ukraine.

I thank you!

