
Submission to UN Committee on the Rights of PWD

Ukraine
Organizations: DPO “National Assembly of PWD” (120 DPO), Ukrainian Society of the Deaf, Association for the Protection of Rights and Assistance to PWD “Open Hearts,” Zhytomyr Oblast Organization “Youth. Woman. Family,” Lviv Oblast Organization “Rehabilitation of PWD,” Chernivtsi Oblast Organization of PWD “Leader,” Ukrainian DPO of PWD patients of mental healthcare “User,” Foundation “Protection of the Rights of the Child,” Ukrainian Helsinki Human Rights Union.

List of issues to be considered by the Committee in developing the questions to the Government of Ukraine for presentation of the 2nd-3rd periodic reports
 
Articles 1-4 
DPOs are concerned with the fact that the commitments undertaken by Ukraine under the CRPD are only implemented in a declarative way.
Most actions stipulated in the strategic documents on the rights of PWD, such as the State Targeted Program “National Action Plan on the Implementation of the UN CRPD for 2012-2020”[footnoteRef:2] (NAP), Cabinet of Ministers Ordinance on Implementation of the Action Plan Referred to in the Concluding Observations of the UN Committee on the Rights of PWD in relation to the Initial Report of Ukraine up to 2020[footnoteRef:3] and the Human Rights Action Plan remain unfulfilled[footnoteRef:4]. [2:  The most recent information on the status of its implementation was published at the website of the Ministry of Social Policy in 2015, https://www.msp.gov.ua/timeline/Realizaciya-norm-Konvencii-pro-prava-osib-z-invalidnistyu.html]  [3:  The Ministry of Social Policy Information never published any information on the status of implementation of Action Plan Referred to in the Concluding Observations of the UN Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in relation to the Initial Report of Ukraine up to 2020, https://www.msp.gov.ua/timeline/Realizaciya-norm-Konvencii-pro-prava-osib-z-invalidnistyu.html]  [4:  Ordinance of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine of 23.11.2015 “On Approval of the Action Plan for the Implementation of the National Human Rights Strategy,” https://www.kmu.gov.ua/ua/npas/248740679] 

The state involves the DPOs in the development and in the implementation of policies and commitments under the CRPD only to seek their nominal endorsement. 
Questions:
1. Please, provide information on the results of the NAP implementation from 2016 year, including allocated funding.
2. Please, provide information on the progress made in implementing the decisions of the Council for PWD under the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine over the past five years.
3. Please, provide information on the enforcement of the provisions of Article 4 (paragraph 3) of the UN Convention on the Rights of PWD UNCRPD in line with the General Comment No. 7 (2018) on the participation of PWD, including children with disabilities, in the implementation of the Convention through their representative organizations. In particular, how are PWD and their representative organizations involved in decision-making processes? Please, describe mechanisms of public financing of DPOs activities? What percentage of the needs of DPO is financed by the government?
4. Please, provide information on the actions and outcomes undertaken to bring the procedure of assigning the disability status in line with the provisions of the International Classification of Functioning, Disability and Health after 2015.
5. Please, update on the initiatives and actions taken to implement the principle of universal design, including by applying it to goods, services, facilities and equipment to ensure their accessibility for everyone, including PWD.

Article 5 
Since 2015, the legislation of Ukraine has not undergone significant changes. In particular, the refusal of reasonable accommodation has not yet been recognized as a form of discrimination. Nominal declaration of administrative and civil liability for discrimination does not provide protection to the victims. Criminal liability for discrimination established by the Criminal Code of Ukraine continues to be ineffective, as evidenced by the closure of related criminal proceedings (2-3 cases per year) at the pre-trial investigation stage. The draft law #3501 that inter alia aims to address the above-mentioned shortcomings of anti-discrimination legislation was tabled with Verkhovna Rada (the parliament) of Ukraine four years ago, but its adoption is postponed indefinitely.
The Procedure that regulates anti-discrimination expertise of draft legal acts to be conducted by executive authorities[footnoteRef:5] does not specify criteria and algorithms for detecting discriminatory factors. Therefore, the expertise only takes place ‘to tick the box.’ [5:  Resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine #61 of 30.01.2013 “Issues of Conducting Anti-Discrimination Expertise and Civic Anti-Discrimination Expertise of Draft Legal Acts,” https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/61-2013-%D0%BF#n42] 

Questions: 
1. What steps does the government take to enforce administrative and civil procedures for prosecution for discrimination cases, including for refusal of reasonable accommodation?
2. Is there a system for protecting PWD from hate crimes? Is it accessible? 
3. Please, if collected, provide data and statistics on the number of cases of discrimination based on disability since 2015. If not, explain the steps taken to start and publicize the collection of this statistics?
4. How many persons since 2015 (annually) are brought to justice through administrative, civil, criminal proceedings for direct or indirect restrictions of the rights of citizens on the basis of disability?
5. What steps does the government take to improve the procedure for conducting anti-discrimination expertise by executive authorities?
6. What initiatives and practical steps are being taken to introduce reasonable accommodation, in particular, for the identification of disproportionate or undue burden burdens?

Article 6
Gender disaggregation and disability issues are not reflected in the policies and laws; data on violence and all forms of exploitation against women with disabilities are not distinguished from general statistics; the situation of women with disabilities serving a sentence for committing crimes was never analyzed; girls and women with disabilities, including internally displaced women with disabilities, face discrimination and lack access to health services, education, employment, social services, etc.
Questions: 
1. Please, provide information on specific gender equality policies that take into account the interests of girls and women with disabilities.
2. Please, provide information on the mechanisms for documenting violence against women and girls with disabilities, disaggregated by age, type of disability; the number of documented cases of violence against girls and women with disabilities since 2018, and what actions have been taken in this regard; financial resources and measures to support girls and women with disabilities who have survived or may survive violence.
3. Please, provide information on the procedure for identifying and documenting the cases of domestic violence against women with disabilities whom the court recognized as legally incapable.
4. Please, provide information on training provided to specialists in various fields, like police officer, courts judges, etc., for the protection of girls and women with disabilities who have survived violence.
5. Please, provide information on the measures taken to prevent and to combat crimes based on sex and disability in state care institutions, including on access to justice and support measures.
6. Please, provide information on resources and activities aimed at supporting girls and women with disabilities victims or survivors of violence.
7. Please, provide information on the comprehensive access to services for girls and women with disabilities of different nosology groups, taking into account their place of residence (city, village); detention centres and state care institutions (subordinated to the Ministry of Social Policy, Ministry of Education and Science), including mental clinics (under  the Ministry of Health).
8. Please, provide information on monitoring of the observance of the rights of women with disabilities with various nosologies from the side of public authorities.

Article 7
No community-level service provisions or services to children with disabilities and their families is in place. Thus, parents are forced to put their children in residential institutions. This is especially true for families living in rural areas and small towns, as well as on the Government-controlled areas of Luhansk and Donetsk oblasts.
There is no government monitoring of public and private community service provision and no evaluation of programs supporting the inclusion of children with disabilities into community life.
Social assistance and support to children who have been injured or suffered as a result of the armed conflict is insufficient. 
Reform of the institutional care system does not fully take into account the needs of children with disabilities. Positive trends and negative consequences of the National Strategy for the Reform of Institutional Care and Education of Children for 2017-2026 were never evaluated.
Questions:
1. What measures are taken at the level of legislation and local community service programmes for children with disabilities and their families on equal footing with the others.
2. Please, provide information on how education, social protection and healthcare reforms have impacted the community-based services for children with disabilities living in rural and urban areas.
3. Please, explain how the implementation of the National Strategy for the Reform of Institutional Care and Education of Children for 2017-2026 influenced the status of children with disabilities. Please, provide quality indicators/evidence of improvement of their status.
4. Please, explain how payments are made to mother or father if they are caring for a child with a disability? Is the care of a child with a disability included in the employment record? Do children with disabilities receive payments for themselves if the parents receive care-related payments?
4. What does the state do to ensure the right of children with disabilities to freely express their views on issues related to them; and how the administration and staff of educational institutions, including boarding schools, medical and rehabilitation institutions, as well as by parents themselves, take it into account?
5. Please, provide information on monitoring of ill-treatment, violence against girls and boys who stay in residential institutions and what actions does the state take to address this issue.
6. Please, provide information on measures taken for the protection and safety of children with disabilities who are victims of hostilities in institutional care in Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts.

Article 8
The state has no unified strategy for constant awareness raising on the rights of PWD in the society that would help to overcome stereotypes and harmful practices. PWD and their organizations are not invited to develop campaigns, and therefore they do not have a proper impact on society.
Unfortunately, due to suboptimal awareness raising and lack of sensitivity of the public, children with disabilities are still excluded (in kindergartens, in communities). In the best case, they are ignored. Moreover, it occurs that  parents of children without disabilities prohibit their children to interact with children with disabilities.
Questions:
1. Please, provide specific information and outcomes of information and awareness raising campaigns conducted by the government at the national and local levels and for raising awareness on the rights of PWD and the human rights protection approach outlined in the CRPD. How do awareness raising campaigns use accessible formats? Please, provide information on the involvement of PWD in the development, implementation and monitoring of information and awareness raising campaigns.
2. Please, explain how curricula of the education system at all levels and in various fields consider combating stereotypes about PWD and promote positive attitudes to PWD.

Article 9
The state has not fully implemented the recommendations of the Committee: state construction codes and standards do not require accessibility of premises, transport infrastructure, electronic services, emergency services, new information and communication technologies, etc; internal/agency monitoring and evaluation of the implementation of accessibility standards is only conducted ‘to tick the box;’ private providers of facilities and services to the public do not take into account all aspects of accessibility for PWD, not applying the principles of universal design to new facilities and services.
Questions:
1. Please, provide information on control mechanisms and a government authorized body that controls accessibility of new facilities and enforcement of sanctions for non-compliance with accessibility standards and requirements.
2. What is the mechanism of control of accessibility of facilities that have been built long time ago and that are subject to reconstruction, and which government authority is responsible for it?
3. Please, provide statistics on the accessibility of all types of transport and of information about transport-related services.
4. Please, explain how the government regulates the mechanism of public procurement of vehicles to prevent that the public funds use may cause new forms of inequality and discrimination. What measures were taken by the state (disaggregated by cities) to adapt inaccessible vehicles for transporting passengers with disabilities on regular routes.
5. Please, provide specific information on accessibility of the facilities and services that are open to the public: hospitals, educational institutions (schools, kindergartens, vocational schools, universities, music schools, art clubs, sports schools), residential facilities, museums, stadiums, cinemas , theaters, beaches (disaggregated by oblasts).
6. Please, provide information on accessibility of websites of public institutions at national and local levels in accordance with the Web Content Accessibility Guidelines. (disaggregated by oblasts, sectors).
7. Which body is authorized by the state to monitor implementation of the Decree of the President of Ukraine #401/2017 of 02.12.2017 which stipulates that facilities having a ‘national’ status open to public should be made accessible to PWD on an equal footing with the others by 2020. Please, provide specific information on the implementation of the Decree, the amount of funds that were allocated from the state budget to each facility separately to ensure accessibility, and which sanctions were imposed for violation of the Decree.

Article 11
In practice, Ukraine does not ensure access of PWD to emergency response mechanisms and evacuation plans. National law declares that accessible formats for alerting PWD about emergencies should be used, civil protection facilities should be accessible to them. It also specifies the list of steps that local authorities should take to evacuate PWD. There is no systemic government policy – the legal framework, strategies, programmes – and implementation steps for the protection of victims of emergencies and of armed conflict that have disability or sustained disability. 
The Government has introduced additional support measures (granting the status of disability as a result of the war) for civilians who have sustained disability from injuries, but the procedure for obtaining this status remains difficult. At the same time, no additional support is offered to civilians whose disabilities are not directly related to the injuries.
Questions:
1. Please, provide information on progress in implementation of national emergency management standards, including in armed conflicts and natural disasters.
2. Does and how the compliance of local evacuation plans with the Evacuation Planning Guidelines is monitored? Please, provide information on the development, availability and compliance of local evacuation plans in Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts with the Evacuation Planning Guidelines.
3. Please, provide information on progress in ensuring access of PWD to entry/exit checkpoints on the contact line, in particular, on accessible restrooms, and rooms for parents with children.
4. Please, provide information on the findings of monitoring the access of PWD to civil protection facilities, in particular, on the total number of facilities, the number of facilities with unimpeded access, the measures taken during the last year to ensure unimpeded access to civil protection facilities.
5. Please, provide information on the progress and timing of approval of the curriculum for the provision of assistance to PWD in case or risk of emergencies and the introduction of regular trainings for staff of residential institutions.
6. What steps are taken to provide psychological assistance to children and adolescents with disabilities in residential institutions and children in special education institutions in Luhansk and Donetsk oblasts?
7. Are there government policies, policies for accessibility of rehabilitation services, health care, employment, social protection of victims of emergencies and armed conflicts that have disability or sustained disability?
8. What policy measures have been taken to protect the rights and provide compensations to victims with disabilities of the armed conflict, whose disability was aggravated or who have acquired secondary impairments or   damage to health?
9. Please, provide information on the number of civilians who were injured during the hostilities in Eastern Ukraine. How many of them have a disability (disaggregated by gender and age).
10. Please, provide information on the number of internally displaced PWD who need temporary housing, the number of IDPs with disabilities who were settled in in-patient institutions, the number of IDPs with disabilities who were offered temporary community housing.
11. What steps are taken to ensure access to humanitarian assistance of IDPs with disabilities, civilian victims who sustained damage to health and PWD living in areas along the contact line to humanitarian assistance, including assistance provided by the international humanitarian organizations?
12. Please, provide information on consultations with PWD, internally displaced PWD, civilians who suffered damage to health resulting from the armed conflict, PWD residing in the areas of Luhansk and Donetsk oblasts affected by hostilities, in developing policies and programmes to ensure their rights.

Article 12
The exercise of legal capacity for PWD remains an issue in Ukraine. Reasonable accommodation in the exercise of legal capacity is often mixed with the right to support in ensuring legal capacity to act, a system of guardianship is still in place. It is necessary to develop a policy of supportive decision-making by persons recognized as legally incapable.
Questions:
1. Please, provide information on legislative initiatives taken after 2015 to insuring access by PWD to the support they may require in exercising their legal capacity.
2. What support is provided by the Government to PWD in the exercise of their rights and duties?
3. Please, provide information on available state guarantees against abuses in decision-making mechanisms that ensure respect for rights, independence, protection against misconduct and conflict of interest.

Article 13
Ukraine fails to provide full and effective access to justice at all grades. The state does not take action to raise awareness about PWD, especially those who are in state care institutions, live in rural areas, parents who raise children with disabilities, on access to legal assistance and protection.
Questions:
1. Please, provide information on the number of sign language interpreters who are accredited in courts, physical accessibility of court houses and whether it is possible to use documents in accessible formats in official investigations/proceedings, including the Braille font and easy read formats.
2. Please, provide information on conditions created to grant access to justice to PWD as direct participants in the process, in particular, as judges, lawyers.
3. What measures are taken to ensure access for PWD to free-of-charge primary and secondary legal aid and representation of their interests in all fields of law?
4. What measures are taken by the state to update PWD about access to free legal aid? How many PWD and parents taking care of children with disabilities applied for free-of-charge primary and secondary legal aid in 2018?
5. What measures were taken after 2015 to apply systemic approach to the training of judges and other participants in judicial proceedings, police and penitentiary officers for the implementation of CRPD?

Article 14
The government declares equal conditions for the punishment of PWD. DPOs are concerned that the conditions in detention centers are not adressing the needs of prisoners with disabilities. Persons with sensory impairments have no access to information, and prisons have barriers for persons with physical disabilities.
Questions:
1. What measures were taken to ensure that women and men with disabilities serving sentences in prisons receive treatment in accordance with the principles of the CRPD? How their individual rehabilitation programmes are implemented; how technical and hygienic means of rehabilitation are provided; how reasonable accommodation is made; how the persons who cannot see and hear are provided with access to information?
2. Please, provide information on the number, age of juvenile convicted PWD (disaggregated by disability groups) and functional impairments (who were not assigned official disability group). Do the premises of facilities meet the accessibility requirements for PWD? Is the information provided in accessible formats? Did the staff of colonies receive training on disability issues and working with convicted minors with disabilities/functional disorders?

Article 15
The Committee recommendations on Article 15 have not been fully implemented.
Questions:
1. Please, provide information on the conditions of stay of PWD in psychiatric hospitals in accordance with international standards.
2. Please, provide information on the investigations into ill-treatment.
3. What are the government-run training programs for staff working in psychiatric hospitals, boarding schools for the prevention of ill-treatment, degrading treatment or punishment?
4. Please, provide information on mechanisms for monitoring the observance of the rights of PWD who stay in psychiatric hospitals, psychoneurological boarding schools, the number of such institutions and changes since 2015 in reforming the provision of services to patients in these institutions.
5. Please, provide information on the legislative changes since 2015 that would guarantee PWD, including children with disabilities, protection from ill-treatment, torture, degrading treatment and punishment.

Article 16
The Committee recommendations on Article 16 have not been fully implemented.
Questions:
1. Please, provide information on cases of prosecution of officials who committed acts of exploitation, violence against persons/children with disabilities in state care institutions.
2. Please, provide information on rehabilitation measures for PWD who suffered violence (the number of such persons), including children and women with disabilities, who stayed/stay in the conflict area in Luhansk and Donetsk oblasts.
3. What state programmes are there to support families and persons caring for a person with disabilities to avoid exploitation, violence and abuse?

Article 17
Questions:
1. Please, provide information on effective legal mechanisms for the protection of the personal integrity of PWD, especially those with intellectual and psychological impairments.
2. Please, provide information on the implementation of the Committee’s recommendation to the State Party on the abrogation of Article 281 of the Civil Code of Ukraine and on the effective practice of sterilization of PWD.

Article 18
Question:
1. Please, provide information on the number of internally displaced PWD who have been granted government housing as they changed their place of residence because of hostilities in Eastern Ukraine and lost their own housing.

Article 19
PWD (including children and young people) are nominally entitled to choose their place of residence, but in fact they are deprived of such a right, because there are no extensive social support services. Moreover, community support and care services are not available. As a result, mostly mothers -  because the families normally break up after a child with disabilities is born – are forced to give their children to residential institutions (especially in rural areas and small towns). Many young PWD live in institutions with older people.
The Government did not address the lack of housing among the internally displaced PWD.
Questions:
1. Please, provide information on measures taken by the government to enable PWD to exercise their right to free choice of place of residence and to have access to all services at their place of residence.
2. How services provided to PWD at the community level are supervised and evaluated?
3. Who carries out an independent monitoring and supervision over the activities of boarding houses for persons/children with disabilities?
4. What practical steps are taken by the Government to provide housing to internally displaced PWD? Please, provide data on the number of internally displaced PWD who need housing and the number of IDPs with disabilities who were offered community housing. Please, provide information on the resources allocated to community housing for the IDPs with disabilities. Please, provide information on the availability of such housing for IDPs with disabilities, including residential facilities that were built or reconstructed with international technical assistance.

Article 20
1. Please, provide information on what measures are taken to ensure that PWD are informed about the means to improve their mobility, on assistive technologies, new software and new forms of assistance, including in rural areas.
2. Can a person with hearing impairment (deaf, hard-of-hearing) officially work in Ukraine as a driver of a motor vehicle or be employed at a profession that entails using a motor vehicle?

Article 21
Questions:
1. How is accessibility of information on TV channels of different forms of ownership for persons with hearing impairments ensured?
2. How is access to information and communication technologies and systems in institutions and organizations that serve citizens provided for hearing and visually impaired persons?
3. Please, provide information on the use of voice guide in public spaces.

Article 23
Case management of the families of parents who cannot hear and see and grow up children without disabilities is not virtually carried out in Ukraine. Timely support and assistance to delivery of children is not virtually provided. Community programmes to support parents/siblings who grow up children with disabilities are not implemented. 
1. What are the conditions for timely connecting a child from a family of not-hearing parents to his/her peers to support his/her development?
2. How case management of families of parents who cannot hear and see and bring up children without disabilities is organized?
3. How are the Committee recommendations to Article 23 implemented in terms of providing necessary support to families with children with disabilities, in particular, how financial support (state social benefits) is provided to such families when at least one parent/guardian is not employed because s/he takes care for a child?
4. What are the basic needs of children with disabilities that the government financially covers?
5. How the right of men and women with disabilities to guardianship or adoption of children is exercised? 

Article 24
Recommendations of the Committee on Article 24 are not fully implemented. There is no systematic approach to the introduction of inclusive education at all levels of education. In the system of general education, vocational education and higher education, a medical approach is implemented (that is, education needs are identified based on a medical diagnosis; rehabilitation measures are only provided to students with disabilities; separate/special classes are created based on diagnosis). Children with complex and severe impairments study individually or home schooling.
Questions:
1. How and by whom special education needs of children with disabilities are evaluated to provide them with individual support in inclusive education? What are the criteria for the distribution of education subventions for children with disabilities?
2. How many hearing-impaired teachers work in inclusive schools? In special schools? Is bilingual education programme for hearing impaired children in inclusive education implemented in Ukraine?
3. What specific measures are taken for the implementation of paragraph 1 of Article 7 of the Law of Ukraine “On Education” (the right of persons with hearing impairment to learn a sign language and to study Ukrainian sign language)? Are there education programmes for teachers-to-be on teaching persons with hearing impairment and persons who speak sign language?
4. What steps does the Government take to ensure the right of internally displaced children with disabilities to engage in inclusive education? Please, provide data on the number of internally displaced children (disaggregated by sex, age, disability), who attend inclusive education facilities at different levels of education, in special schools, and who are on individual forms of education.
5. Please, provide information on the number of reference schools, vocational schools and out-of-school education institutions, higher education institutions, as well as special schools that comply with state construction norms (DBN В.2.2-40: 2018 Inclusive buildings and facilities), disaggregated by regions of Ukraine. How much money was allocated from the state and local budgets in 2017-2018 for accommodation/ reconstruction/repair of education institutions to ensure their physical accessibility.

Article 25
PWD continue to face difficulties in accessing health services, including physical inaccessibility of facilities, services and information. The health reform does not take into account the needs of men and women with disabilities, including access to services at their place of residence, reproductive health services, early diagnosis of concomitant impairments. Due to austerity measures and closure of health facilities in communities and lack of proper transport routes, PWD, especially from rural areas, cannot come to see doctors or receive treatment.
Due to the large number of persons who sustained injuries and other damage to health due to the armed conflict, the burden on health facilities has increased. However, an increased burden did not lead to an increase in allocations for health care.
Questions:
1. Please, provide information on budget allocations for the accommodation of infrastructure of health institutions (DBN В.2.2-40: 2018 Inclusive buildings and facilities) and the procurement of accessible medical and universal equipment in regional, municipal and rural areas (disaggregated by oblast, territorial communities) in 2017-2018.
2. Please, provide information on securing girls and women with disabilities’ equal access to health services, including to sexual and reproductive health services.
3. How the observance of the rights of PWD, including civilians who sustained damage to health, to receive healthcare directly related to disability is monitored? Namely, in terms:
a) whether medical examinations and tests are free of charge;
b) assigning a group and period of disability;
c) how the medical and social expert commission conducts check-ups and repeated check-ups in remote areas of Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts and settlements adjacent to the contact line.
4. What steps are taken at the national level to provide access civilians who sustained damage to their health with access to medical devices and medicines?
 
Article 26
The system of rehabilitation services has no unified coordination centre and a unified algorithm for providing services to PWD. It makes it complicated for PWD to obtain information on available rehabilitation services and receive appropriate, timely services. The government is slow in reacting to the needs of people who have been affected by the armed conflict in rehabilitation services. It is also evidenced by inadequate number and suboptimal competence of rehabilitation and healthcare practitioners.
Adequate community-based rehabilitation services and programmes, including for children with disabilities, are lacking. Of concern is the lack of community programmes for young children and children with pediatric rare diseases. Technical rehabilitation means are provided without taking into account the individual needs of children. The mechanism of re-imbursement of technical rehabilitation means bought by the patients is not properly regulated. Technical rehabilitation means and orthopedic footwear are not timely provided (the waiting period may extend one year). In state healthcare institutions, there are virtually no positions of physical rehabilitation specialists/herapists, ergotherapists. As a result, no comprehensive, interdisciplinary and individual support is provided, including for children with disabilities and their families. Parents are forced to find technical rehabilitation means by themselves, seek help from professionals in private healthcare institutions and abroad.
Questions:
1. How and what accessible services and rehabilitation programmes work at the local level, including for young children and children with pediatric rare diseases? How many children with disabilities received habilitation and rehabilitation services in 2018 and which exactly (disaggregated by region, rural and urban areas)?
2. What measures are taken by the state to implement the Committee recommendations to Article 26 of the Convention on direct provision of early intervention services?
3. Please, provide information on rehabilitation services and assistive devices to civilians who sustained damage to health resulting from the armed conflict.
a) Please, provide quantitative data with breakdown by sex and age on the provision of rehabilitation services for the afore-mentioned groups before they are assigned a disability status, in particular on the number of injured persons and the number of persons who developed health complications from other reasons;
b) Please, provide quantitative data with breakdown by sex and age on the provision of assistive devices for the afore-mentioned groups before they are assigned a disability status, in particular on the number of injured persons and the number of persons who developed health complications from other reasons;
c) Please, provide information on the ways and means of monitoring the conformity of rehabilitation services and assistive devices to the needs of civilians who have sustained damage to health/disability a result of the armed conflict.
4. Please, provide information on the training, retraining and upgrade of qualification programmes for rehabilitation specialists majoring in rehabilitation and habilitation of PWD.

Article 27
The state has not fully complied with the Committee recommendations. Namely, national employment strategies and programmes do not always take into account the issues of PWD. There are no effective mechanisms for stimulating business and public sector to employ PWD; for supported employment of persons with intellectual and mental disorders; for promoting and development of entrepreneurship, self-employment of PWD. Measures to support the activities of enterprises created by NGOs of PWD (that is, those employing more than 50% of PWD) are not properly implemented.
Questions:
1. Please, provide information on measures taken to increase employment of PWD in the open labor market, with breakdown by sex and disability group. Did these measures helped reduce the unemployment rate among PWD?
2. Please, provide information on the measures taken for supported employment of persons with intellectual and psychosocial disabilities in the open labor market.
3. What measures are taken to stimulate entrepreneurship and self-employment of PWD?
4. Please, provide information on the government support for the creation and keeping jobs for the employment of PWD at enterprises established by the NGOs of PWD. How many of such enterprises received government financial assistance to promote employment of persons with severe forms of disability (throughout 2016-2019)? Is this support effective (please, provide quantitative and qualitative indicators/evidence)?
5. Were the measures taken to ensure reasonable accommodation for workers with disabilities at workplace?
6. Please, provide information on progress in developing the procedures for creating accessible jobs for the internally displaced PWD?
7. What specific measures are taken by the government to retrain and provide further employment to civilians who have developed disability as a result of the armed conflict?

Article 28
A total of 70% of PWD receive the government pensions in the amount of USD 55 per month which is below the poverty line. The benefits and guarantees have been narrowed since 2015. A total of 1,3 million PWD are deprived of the right to privileged ride in municipal and suburban transport. In the same 2015, the duration of health resort (sanatorium) treatment for persons with spinal traumas was reduced from 45 to 35 days per year. In terms of legislative guarantees for free-of-charge provision of medicines, medical products, only 0-15% of total needs are covered.
The situation regarding PWD living in areas adjacent to the contact line having limited access to essential necessities is a matter of concern. Shelling and damaged infrastructure leaves residents without running water.
Questions:
1. Please, provide information on measures taken by the government to improve the standards of living of PWD. Is there a policy review regarding benefits, payments and guarantees for PWD?
2. What types of care and support are provided to PWD in the areas adjacent to the contact line? How the PWD residing in the areas adjacent to the contact line are provided with basic necessities (drinking water, food, medicines, etc.)? What steps are taken by the government to provide care to the IDPs with disabilities whose family members stay on the temporarily occupied territories?

Article 29
Polling stations and access to information during the electoral process remain inaccessible to PWD.
Internally displaced persons do not have the right to participate in local elections and to elect MPs from the electoral district in which they reside. Before each election, the IDP have to register the change of voting place. The bodies of voter registration are inaccessible, such services are not provided through information and communication technologies. It significantly hampers the procedure for changing the place of voting for PWD.
Questions:
1. Please, provide information on the availability of procedures and facilities for PWD, including those with intellectual and psychological impairments, to vote (data for 2018).
2. How does the government aim to observe electoral rights of internally displaced persons in full?
3. Please, provide information on steps to simplify the procedure for changing the place to vote, including through the use of ICTs accessible to PWD.
4. Please, provide information on measures for ensuring the right to equal access to voting rights and political participation of persons with intellectual and psychological impairments.

Article 30
1. Please, provide information on state programmes and financial allocations to ensure the participation of PWD in cultural, sports and recreation activities.
2. Please, provide information on physical accessibility (in accordance with state construction norms) and accessibility of services in museums, theaters, sports facilities (disaggregated by regions). How much money has been allocated from the state and local budgets in 2018 for the reconstruction/repair/accommodation of culture and sports facilities in accordance with the requirements of the CRPD.
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