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Introduction 

As the Government of Sierra Leone presents its UNCRC progress report, child representatives of across the country supported by the Child Rights Coalition Sierra Leone (CRC-SL) have come out with this alternate children’s report for submission to the UN. They have reported on the ground, the reality on some key areas as they see it that affect the promotion and protection of children’s rights. Children live their lives, they enjoy their rights. Or they suffer the violations of their rights, and this happens rather often. So it is only right that they should judge and state about what they are enjoying and what they are suffering, what they aspire to and what they demand. This would be a statement of the status of child rights as experienced by children themselves. It was with this view that organizations and alliances working towards the realization of children’s' rights proposed the idea of a 'Children's Alternative Report' to the third, fourth and fifth official report of Sierra Leone to the UNCRC committee
This is the first time ever that children from across the four regions of the country have been involved in producing life experiences of child rights by using meetings, brain storming and group discussions which will be submitted to the highest UN body in Geneva. The children looked at Rights to Survival; Rights to Protection; Rights to Development and Right to Participation using the lens of six common issues that affect children in a great number of ways in Sierra Leone. These include: Access to Girls Education particularly pregnant girls; Sexual Abuse and Violence; Harmful Traditional practices (FGM and Child Marriage); Child Trafficking and Child Labor; Effects of Ebola on Children and Juvenile justice – to share their experiences and have come out with this report.

We all know that a number of children’s groups are mushrooming in different parts of the country. The start to this development was through the facilitated start up of the Children’s Forum Network (CFN), twelve years back when children and their adult friends realized the need for them to play a role in participating in issues affecting children and to raise their voice for their rights. CFN a network of children across the country, engaged in Child Right sensitization, advocacy and participation at various levels, is supported by the Child Rights Coalition (CRC-SL), Plan Sierra Leone, Save the Children, World Vision and the Ministry of Social Welfare Gender and Children’s Affairs (MSWGCA). 
Children’s thoughts 

We are aware that our government has signed a convention that guarantees many rights for us children. We also know that the government has been doing many new things to make sure we enjoy these rights. Now, the UN asks our government to send a report about what it has been doing to make sure that children get their rights. So we, along with support from our adult friends, thought about sending a report as well on how well or not have we been enjoying these rights. We know about our own rights, so we should send a report on the following rights (Right to Development; Right to Protection; Right to Survival and Right to Participation).

Everyone liked the idea very much. So we started thinking, what should we put in the report? Our grown-up friends told us, that a report of this kind cannot be written without some primary information from discussions. For example, we can't just say that there are many children still working as laborers and not going to school. We have to express our opinion on what we know is going on and then report on it. With advice from our grown-up friends, we went through a process, so that the report would be honest and would represent a wide range of children. This report has been brought out at the end of this process. First let us describe the process to you.
We have spent a good part of the past years participating in meetings on advocacy on our rights with officials. Through participatory processes and consultations, looked at emerging issues such as the growing problem of sexual abuse of children; child labor for example and have real life experiences in some of these issues that affect children as a whole. We have collected information/ data from discussions and some different experiences in each region. We have received training in facilitation and have been able to come up with views from children in discussions that have been used in this report.
How we prepared this Report  

First of all, we had a big meeting of children from all our organizations. At this meeting, we talked about the rights of children. We recalled what have all the rights that children must enjoy, and what are the ways in which children may be deprived of these rights. Then it was decided that Child organizations like the CFN and others with support from our adult friends organize meetings at regional levels. We agreed to select around 10 children from every region (purposefully targeting the administrative regional capitals because of the restriction on movement posed by the Ebola Virus Disease) of Makeni in the North, Bo in the South; Kenema in the East and Freetown in the West. All of these areas have operational presence for our adult friendly organizations (members of the CRC-SL) organizing and supporting the consultation processes if the various regions. 
We decided that there would be an equal number of boys and girls. We also decided that the participants would be mainly from children’s organizations. The participants with help from their other friends planned their respective meetings. We then held a final meeting (validation) and shared information on the respective areas. But we felt that if we put the information collected by each child separately, it may be not be so interesting to read, because many of the children found the same problems and situations in their different areas. So what we have done is that we have put the common points down here. At the end of this report, we have put down the names of those who participated in the meetings.

Our consultations were done through participatory focus group discussions (FGDs) involving 60 children from the 4 regions in the country. In recognition of the different perspectives of children, we constituted mixed groups and divided according to the specific theme and focus of conversations. We were able to undertake 9 FGDs supported by a child participation consultant with support from programme staff of the CRC-SL and other organizational members such as Defence for Children (DCI-SL), Advocacy Movement Network (AmNet) and Save the Children and who offered technical support. 
What We Found

We decided to look at the situation of children's rights under four major Right areas for UN’s attention, as we had already learned that we have Rights to Survival; Right to Development; Right to Protection and the Right to Participation looking at these from how we perceive the enjoyment of these rights. So we have put down our findings as they respond to these categories of rights. Since the children who consulted among themselves were from different regions, you will see some differences in what they found. Key topical issues the consultations focused on include:1) Access to Girls Education particularly pregnant girls; 2) Sexual Abuse and Violence; 3) Harmful Traditional practices (FGM and Child Marriage; 4) Child Trafficking and Child Labour; 5) Effects of Ebola on Children; 6) Juvenile justice
 Contextual issues children’s consultations focused on 

Access to Girls Education particularly pregnant girls - The introduction of free basic education marked the turning point for school enrolment. With free enrolment, the country has witnessed increased enrolment of girls in the school system even though much remains to be done in ensuring quality. The Education framework emphasizes free primary schooling. It is still not completely free because most primary schools still impose charges that bare out of reach for many.  
Disparities deepen in access to education system with progression up the education ladder. In the primary sector, gender parity has been achieved, but girls still lag behind boys in attending secondary level education
. With the outbreak of Ebola virus disease in the country, the Government closed down schools for nine months. Public exams were conducted for children in mid- and senior- secondary schools. But restrictions were placed by the Government on girls who were pregnant and were prevented taking public exams and attending normal school.
Sexual Abuse and Violence - Sexual violence against girls is on the increase across all districts; and this was stated by both girls and boys in a recent survey by Save the Children, Plan, World Vision and UNICEF. In children’s group discussions issue raised included cases of rape. 
Anecdotal evidence corroborates recent assessments and all reveal that many girls were sexually abused during the Ebola crisis (2014-2015) due to many factors including isolation of communities, suspension of school programs, recess of many NGOs that work on Gender Based Violence and weakening of community based mechanisms.

Harmful Traditional practices (FGM and Child Marriage) - The practice of female genital mutilation (FGM) is widespread and is deeply rooted in customs and tradition (Bondo Society) of most tribes in Sierra Leone. It is active in all districts of the country, and practiced among all ethnic groups. Even though the government of Sierra Leone expresses commitment to curtail FGM in its development framework
, there is no law prohibiting its practice. 
Forced marriages - involving coercion, deception, force and emotional pressure by family or community members - are still a practice in rural communities. Even though numerous international legal instruments and domestic laws prohibit forced and child marriage, the country does not seem to take action to criminalize forced child marriage (betrothal in communities is still rife).
Child Trafficking and Child Labor - Trafficking of children for exploitation and Child Labour is still prevalent in the country despite having received considerable attention. Reports from civil society consultations indicate that trafficking of children for sexual purposes and domestic servitude is still prevalent. National child trafficking is more rampant within the country than transnational trafficking. 
The global wide elimination of child labour has only recently been recognized as a human rights issue.  In Sierra Leone the abuses of child labour have included: poverty, cultural and family traditions, child abuse, absence of family support, perceived suitability of children to certain kinds of work, misuse of power, migration and social inequality
. 
Effects of Ebola on Children - Health care and child survival have been issues the Government of Sierra Leone have been grappling with because of weakening health systems and Health care delivery. The effect of the Ebola outbreak on children in Sierra Leone has been devastating. The fall out of the Ebola virus disease is that 

· It has weakened extended family systems 

· Wiped out entire families. 
· Children are abandoned or rejected by their communities – left to fend for themselves due to heightened fears of infection from them

· Children orphaned by Ebola suffer from extreme grief and stigmatization 
This situation presents an increased vulnerability of neglect, abuse or exploitation of these children. The disease has slowed down economic growth; closed businesses and disrupted the livelihood of Sierra Leoneans, especially the most poor and vulnerable. This environment has created increased vulnerabilities for children; Ebola affected children therefore face a very uncertain and dire future. 
Juvenile justice - The Sierra Leone Government has ratified various international instruments aimed at promoting and protecting the rights of children, including the Convention on the Rights of the Child, the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child, and the United Nations Standard Minimum Rules for the Administration of Juveniles, commonly known as the Beijing Rules. All of these Conventions are geared towards promoting juvenile justice and the rights of the child in particular
There is a National Child Justice Strategy (2013-2017) which seeks to aid the implementation of child justice reforms. A number of protracted issues remain. The issue of the verification of age in the absence of a birth registration need to be resolved; age of criminal responsibility of juveniles is also a concern; ensuring the progress of juveniles - fostering and ensuring their personal development and education still an issue; alternative care policy is silent on the state of juveniles in conflict with the law; a distinct juvenile/child justice system that recognizes the special needs of children and treat them differently from adults when they come in conflict with the law; care policies do not exist to aid children in detention. These are all outstanding issues for juvenile justice. 
Issues of concern to children

The children in their consultations all shared vivid experiences of the effects all the contextual issues above have had on them and identified the under mentioned issues that were relevant to their Rights to Survival; Right to Development; Right to Protection and Right to Participation

Right to Survival
The consultations found that children's right to survival is not at all assured, because the communities we live in, all of our parents do not have a way to earn a good living, and the health care services are very bad and we are exposed to disease. Here are some of the things we found: 
· We are aware that Health care facilities exist for all populations in communities. But there is a problem about receiving the right treatment all the time. Specialized treatment for girls who encounter abuse are mostly not available in the rural community health centers 
· We are aware and have heard programmes such as the Free Health Care Initiative exist for pregnant women and children between the ages of 0 to 5 years. This service is however not equitably available to all women and children. Cases have been reported of drugs for this programme pilfered and drugs are not available at all times in all locations  

· We experienced Ebola first hand. We are aware direct Ebola Virus Disease affected children exist in almost all regions in Sierra Leone. Some of our colleagues lost whole families and have been orphaned by this disease. 
· Our colleagues are subjected to the effects of Ebola Virus Disease which include stigmatization of victims; increase in teenage pregnancies; the closure of the entire school system; government prohibited pregnant girls from taking public exams; children not given the right protection in these circumstances

· We feel there is a huge cost to accessing Health care particularly in the cities where there is public mistrust for health care workers and families resort to private clinics/ hospitals. In the communities some of our parents still have a reliance on traditional medicine. 

· We have issues associated with health delivery such as distances from health facilities (some over 10km away) in rural areas. But the situation is somewhat better in cities.  

· We live in areas where toilets are not moderately clean to support our healthy growth and development. In most settlements we share toilets which are not as clean as we may like.

· Many infectious diseases are common in communities where we live, and many children are often ill due to malaria etc. Disease like diarrhea and malaria is common
· We feel that due measures and processes to protect us children from some of these diseases were not put in place and did not have a child’s focus. 
· The treatment of Ebola was the same for children and adults. We were treated just like adults. In fact, we were at risk more than adults but we lived in the same wards and received the same level of care as Ebola infected persons

· We believe Ebola survivors are treated the same across the board. As children we need greater care and protection but felt this was not done to reflect our best interest         

· In all communities we believe births are registered, but this is not the case across the board. In distant villages, the percentage of registration is still low and going down. In the northern districts as well as the East we suggest that birth registrations are particularly low
· We feel that Birth registration is low because of the lack of motivation for birth registration. What is in birth registration for our rural colleagues? Our parents need to be reassured that this is a process that is laudable but requires the buy-in of every parent and the government to register every child.  

· We the vulnerable children should be given a right to survive and live up to our full potential. Our colleagues living in the streets (street children); children in detention centers (remand homes and approve schools); children living in institutionalized care (orphans and differently able children) are not provided with the required care and prone to abuse 
· We need proper safety for our care and development. Vulnerabilities around children are a constant reminder about how our rights are violated and or upheld.

· Older children in schools are supposed to get food in school. In some places they get decent food, but in some, the food is stale, or not enough to fill our stomach.

· Families of vulnerable children are supposed to be provided with support and social safety nets to provide for their children. Special programs for the poor and vulnerable families are required to forestall family disintegration and lead to problems related to juvenile delinquency.

· We require social service for our healthy development and growth. In the villages, there is some available clean water but toilet and hand washing facilities are thin. 

· Water borne diseases particularly water related diarrhea is rampant and noticeable in our school communities. In some of the villages and in some areas of the cities, the water is very dirty.

· Some of us live in very crowded and dirty settlements (Bomeh and Susan’s Bay). There is nowhere to dispose of garbage, and gutters and filth run near houses. This is unsightly and does not urgur well for our development and growth.
Right to Development

To develop, we need education and a chance to play. Though there are schools within reasonable distances in the villages, with very good facilities for schooling and for play. Facilities develop our other non-academic talents are also not available to most children. This is what we found:

· Our right to education is recognized and enshrined in the child rights Act 2007. The Education Act also lives in a similar spirit. The values in these regulations must be up held to ensure we enjoy our Rights to Education where ever we are whether pregnant, in orphanages, remand homes and approve schools. 

· Our Education system is a fee free system that recognizes that role of communities to participate in school administration activities. Tuition is waived, but the other extra charges prescribed by the communities school management is out of reach of parents.

· The school is supposed to be free, but we receive money request for school programmes, exam papers and recreation. These contravene the beliefs and perceptions about a fee free educational system.

· We feel communities should be above board and their enthusiasms regulated to ensure that the school system is responsive to the educational needs of all children irrespective of their physical condition and other cultural reasons

· Pregnant teenage girls must be particularly encouraged and the door not shut out on them. The Government should provide education for all children irrespective of specific incidences. Government outlawing pregnant girls taking public examination in our view is a bit harsh on us.     

· We observed that some teachers in rural areas do not have the right training to teach and therefore are not very suited to the roles given to them in teaching senior level classes. Some of the teachers teach well, but many do not teach well, or spend their time away from school. 
· We did not find any discrimination from our consultation results. Except for allusions in the major towns to teachers compelling children to join private lessons. In cities, teachers tell children to come to them for private lessons. Then they favour those children by giving them the questions in advance.

· In all schools, we observed that corporal punishment is allowed. This is normally left to the discretion of the school or its teachers. Teachers often flog children and sometimes, they speak very roughly and scold us in a very harsh manner. 
· We are made to do dirty jobs like carrying water to classrooms, cleaning the school, washing vessels, and so on. In rural communities we are made to do personal work for the teachers in the rural communities, like bringing fire wood, helping out in the garden or on the farm etc. 
· We have notices reduction in a variety of playing activities in the schools. Play is now only available in football and running around.

· We revealed that there are too many children and too few teachers in most of the schools. 
· The schools have toilets and hand washing facilities in the cities. Most community schools in the rural areas either may have broken down toilets but sanitation is a bit weak.

· We observed most participants believe there is drinking water available in the school. There is an improvement but there is a given propensity to continue to improve drinking water as against water related sanitation.

· We agreed that sitting accommodation in schools have improved a lot. Benches and chairs to sit on are now in good supply. There are still schools in hard to reach areas that do not have such.  
· We are aware that schools do not teach children’s rights issues. We learn about this through our partner organizations. 
· We as well as our communities and parents need to know and have more information and appreciation about our rights. 
· We observed that many children particularly girls leave school after Class 6, and are either pregnant or go into early marriage to augment family income/ burden. 
· In some areas, we found many children not attending school and working as laborers on the streets, in restaurants, in hotels, working in the mines, in homes. 
Right to Protection

We found that children are not safe, and in many ways they are exploited and endangered. Here are some of the things we found:

· Abuse of children and young girls is a major problem. Even male teachers and relatives or care givers abuse girls. 
· Our parents share the greater blame for sexual abuse and child marriage as they often react by either throwing our teenage daughters who get pregnant out of the home 
· In reaction to our colleagues getting pregnant, some families in the communities readily betroth them to men at an early age.

· We observe that some traditional practices are harmful for children. These still exist and no one is doing much to stop them. Female Genital Mutilation is rife and still around as well as Child marriage. 
· Our sisters (Girls) are married at a young age, this is stressful for such girls in getting to perform the role of a mother, bear children etc.

· We feel that there are no protection for children who are subjected to abuse and juvenile justice. 
· The laws relating to child offenders are not known by children and communities   
· Children are still work in dangerous occupations like streets, restaurants, factories, mines and domestic house workers. There is no protection for them. 
· Children are beaten or punished in schools, and care centers. 
· We are aware that abortion/ killing of unborn children particularly girls take place in many urban areas. 
· We know there is no special care of handicapped children who need special protection and facilities.

· We know that from our consultations, Children with HIV and other vulnerable children are not properly taken care of.
· Children with post Ebola symptoms of Ebola do not have access to proper health care.  
· Children in detention do not get the required health services  
· In the cities, girls (even pregnant ones) are often taunted by boys and men. They are discriminated against. 

·  Children (girls) said molestation/ sexual touching and signs takes place all around them. 
· When children face specific acts of violence and intimidation for sexual activity even when reported, no action seems to be taken  
· Some children from cities felt that the adults in the rural communities keep an eye on the children and settle fights between them if any. 
· Children on streets have no shelter and hence have to live on roads and pavements. They face a lot of abuse (sexual, physical, labour and trafficking). 
· Without adults to go with them, children (as well as pregnant) find it difficult to get treatment in public hospitals. 
· The level of recognition about our rights is extremely limited and therefore we face violations even at the point of access to health care centers. 
· Water and toilets at public institutions are a major problem for us city children. All these affect our health. Skin diseases, and diarrhea are very common.

Right to Participation

We found that children only get a chance to participate in organizations to which they are connected. But in our community, family and school, there is no right to participation. Some of our findings are:

· We have organizations and have a chance to speak about issues in our organizations, and we listen to ourselves. 
· We are consulted by Government through our network (CFN). 

· We are called sometimes to participate in meetings by the Children’s commission 
· We are consulted and even participate in training and advocacy issues together with NGOs and CSOs 
· Only a few children said that they could choose their class prefect in school. We want to have a say in such matters
· No one asks any of us anything to do with school curriculum or exams. This is an area we are not familiar with and have not been involved in. Adults think we cannot contribute meaningfully to such discussions.  
· No one involves us in any village level meetings; we are only called to provide services such as support cleaning, labour and other menial work. 
· We have no choice in the religion we are made to follow. Mostly we take after what we find parents practicing. 
· We only participate in school programmes such as sports, match days and even country anniversaries and planning meetings for debate societies. 
· Our participation in progress of school’s infrastructure development is minimal.
· Children in Freetown felt that they have good access to news and information from TV and newspapers. This is a major difference between cities and rural communities
· Children with disability are allowed to participate in school activities, but their participation is hampered by the lack of disability friendly environments.

· Physical structures in our environment and the modes of recreation available and are not suitable for children with physical disability.

· Only some children get selected to participate in school programmes and events. 
Findings from a glance

As you will see from our findings, we do not see a majority of children getting their rights. We feel that the government and other adults are not doing enough for children's rights. Mainly we found that: Children are not necessarily safe.
· Children generally do not get good health care
· Children who get pregnant do not have special protection
· Children live in environments where their survival is threatened.
· Children suffer various cruel forms of abuse in their families and community

· Children are exposed to various for physical and psychological abuse 

· Children who face the law are not particularly protected and catered for
· Children are not provided the education that meets their special needs.

· Children do not get a chance to understand and participate fully in decision making.

· Children are mostly not listened to, or involved in things that affect them

Annex 1
-
Names of the children and their organisations who participated in the consultations 
Child/youth led organisations that took part in the development of this report:

1. Children’s Forum Network

2. Defence for Girls 

3. Children and Youth Advocacy Board

4. Children Education Forum Kenema

5. Community Concern Network

6. African Youths and Children’s Network

7. DCI-Violence Against Children’s (VAC) Group

The following children and youths directly took part in data collection and consultations

1. Makeni – Emile Parker, Ansumana F. Kanu, Mabie Musu Conteh, Victoria Ejatu Conteh Momoh Koroma, Fatima N. Koroma, Amadu M. Koroma, Musu Fofanah, Haja M. Bangura, Mansah H. Bangura 
2. Bo – Eleanor J. Kawa, Zainab Mansaray, Seray Kabba, Konneh F. Musa, Agustine Joe, Momodu A. Koroma, Kadijatu A. Koroma, Joseph M. Kobba, Baimba Konneh, James Nabieu
3.  Kenema – Salaimatu Lahai, Conteh Mamie, Juliana J. Nyanga, Ibrahim Saffa, Mabinty R. Fornah, Barrie Alie, Peter Amos Sellu, James Combey, Mujeh F. Dabi, Smiff Salia
4. Freetown – Rashida S. Sesay, Memunatu B. Kamara, Sheku Foyoh, Paulina H. Bangura, Umu Hawa Mansaray, Aminata I. Kargbo, Almina Sawage, Kofi  Agama, Sheku K. Koroma, Lovetta Kamara, Salieu Kargbo
Annex 2
-
Names of Organizations and members who supported the consultations 

Child Rights Coalition Sierra Leone – Sedia Wandoh, Desk/Liaison Officer
DCI – Defence for Children Sierra Leone – Abdul Manaff Kemokai, National Director; Tom Beah, Head of Programme, Defence for Children International, Raymond Senesie, Programme Manager DCI Makeni Office;  Prince M. E. Nallo, Project Officer, DCI, Bo Office;  Sumaila Banie Eillah Seisay ,Project Officer,DCI, Kenema Office

Advocacy Movement Network (AMNet) – Hawa Samai, Chief Executive Officer, Brima Conteh, Child Protection Officer

Boi-Jeneh Jalloh – Director FoRUT-SL

Aloysious Barbar – Christian Brothers 
Save the Children – Mary Jones, Plan International Sierra Leone – Ramatu Kargbo, World Vision – Victor Kamara,
Annex 3
-
Group discussion feedback 

Group 1
-
Sexual abuse and violence
Key issues 

· Rape 

· Teenage pregnancy

· Sexual harassment

· Forceful/ early marriage

· Children watching pornography

· PROVERTY: Lack of unequal support in the home

· PEER GROUP INFLUENCE: It leads to sexual abuse because we are venerable and attracted to some of the looked things e.g. Mobile phone and fashion dressing etc.

· DRESS CODE: Leads to temptations and attraction to words our opposite sex.

Effect

· Incomplete education or high rate of school drop out

· Increase in illiteracy

· Health effect

· Stress, trauma 

How they feel

· Ban, unhappy, sad, feel left out

Support they need

· Basic necessities like quality education, health, shelter, clothing, food etc

· Community structure to mitigate/ soothe child labour

· Popularise and reinforce by-laws on sexual abuse

· Capacity building

Problems

· Family ties/ connection

· High level of compromise

· Lack of knowledge on child protection related issues

· Teenage pregnancy/ child marriage

· Social adjustment

· Discrimination/ Stigmatization

· Maternal Death rate

· Educational drop out

What should be done

· Mass sensitization on SGBV

· Say no to compromise

· Break family ties

· Timely allocation of money to CPAs like CFN

· The government most enforce the laws concerning the children act.

· The perpetrator should be dealt civilly.

· Their most is a child friendly free health care for those that are fall victims.

· There must be a recreational centre.

· There must be  a sensitization base on sexual abuse and violence

Group 2
-
Harmful traditional practices (Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) and Child forced marriage)
Key issues

· Harmful traditional practices are one of the issues affecting girls most especially in their various communities in which they found themselves. Such traditional like (early marriage, FGM)

· Increasing forceful initiation into the Bondo society. 

· A lot of uncontrolled bleeding takes place. 

· She was married off to a 35year old man at the age of 16 yrs 

· Drop out of school

Practice harmful to your community 

· Yes

· Because sometime loss of lives

· Excessive bleeding

· Socio-economic decrease

Forced child marriage

· Abuse to girls rights

· Increase in drop out

· Poverty

· Under representation in childrens participation in policy decision making processes

What support children should have

· Basic necessities

· Counselling for victims

· Safe spaces and services for victims

What stand in their way 

· Traditional practices 

· Lead to early pregnancy: early marriage can lead to teenage pregnancy and with that the lives of these children is at high risk

Recommendations 

· Government should enforce the laws  against this armful traditions 

· Parent should write for their children till 18-19yrs before observing some of  their traditions

Group 3
-
Child trafficking and child labor
Issues 

· Poverty 

· Child neglect

· Passive profile of Africans

· WICKEDNESS: Some parents are in the habit of giving their child five gallon to fetch water when that child is not able to able to do that job/some parent are in the act of giving their child all in the name of education when those child came in the city for better learning the person that brought him/her could not even consider to sent him/her to school instead they gave him/her business to do?

· POVERTY: Some parents are not able to cater for their children instead they ask the child to do trade e.g. Joe Abass Bangura.

Faring

· Drop out from school

· Stigmatization

· Shy to participate on social issues

To be done

· Livelihood support to families

· Train on dangers of child trafficking

· Community engagement and sensitization on child trafficking at local level

· Reinforcement of by-laws

· Government should enforce the law again and also punish those parent /guardian that are in the act of giving their child hard job to do.

· Government/N.G.O should provide job opportunity so that poverty should decrease in the society

Group 4
-
Girls accessing education, particularly pregnant girls
Key issues

· Humiliation

· Discrimination

· They are not accessing education

How are affected children faring

· Stigmatized 
· suppressed
What support should they receive?

· Good medical facility

· Counselling

· Child friendly quality education

· Good family support

· Sex education and family planning

· Abstain from sex: As a child you should always abstain from sex till age 19yrs.

What stands in their way?
· Ignorance of parents

· Customs and traditions

· No laws that stipulate that pregnant girls should go to school

· Stigmatization: children that have been involved in some of the issues have been stigmatized by their colleagues.

What will make it better

· Increase awareness around right to education and safe sex practices

· Perpetrators must be punished

· Effective implementation of child related laws

· Government and NGOs should provide quality learning materials and they should be available to the pupils. 

· Giving scholarships to hard working girls to motivate others.

Parent should provide all the basic needs for their children and also monitor their daily activities.
Group 5
-
Justice for Children and Juveniles
Defined as any child below 18 years who come in contact with the law. It is the act of children committing crime

Knowledge about children in contact with the law

· Juvenile offenders and victims

Observations 

· They are treated equally as adults

· The law is not in their best interest

· PEER GROUP INFLUENCE: It cause pair group influence due to the lack of parental care, self-control, family pressure.

· Poverty: It leads to poverty because parent cannot afford the child needs and family balefire.

· COMMUNITY: It leads to juvenile justice because we follow the bad influence of the youths and other people in the community

Affected children faring

· They do not grow well

· Turn into hard core criminal

What should be done

· Create juvenile courts and approve school all over the country

· They should be treated differently from adults

· The child be stigmatize and the community will become found at the child.

· Educational drop out.

· It will affect the child health and welfare.

· Lose of hope

· It leads to easily death
Opportunities

· Child welfare committees

· Child related laws

· NGOs

To be done

· CWCs should be equipped

· Strengthening of the judiciary

· The Government should provide a juvenile court for children.

· The perpetrator should not be dealt with like the Adults/Long in jail because he or she is a child.

· There should be a friendly jail for children

Group 6
-
Ebola affected children
Post ebola planning for affected children

Events – Livelihood support; sensitization is done in order to know the dangers of Ebola and how to relate in the community

What have been done

· Provision of food

· Livelihood support

· Provision of school materials

What to do

· They should not be discriminated against or stigmatized

· They should be provided with required services

· They should be empowered

· They should be counseled

Challenges

· Discrimination and stigmatization against them  

· Do not have opportunities for empowerment

· The face neglect

· They are not provided with basic necessities

What do they expect

· They want to be treated with respect and provide for their needs

· They hope to be provided opportunities for empowerment

· Hope to see their needs are met

· They need livelihood support

How they feel

· They feel better because they are counseled and listen to the advise of health care workers

What should be done

· Strengthen the borders and check points to make the situation better

· Proper enforcement of by-laws
· Create awareness about the dangers of the disease

· Provision of health care services in the rural areas

· Provide livelihood support to ebola survivors 

� State of Education in Sierra Leone - AFRIMAP


� Agenda for Prosperity (PRSP III)


� “As Child Labour remains a challenge”… Ministry of Labour & ILO deliberate to form Action Plan


http://awoko.org/2012/08/31/as-child-labour-remains-a-challenge…-ministry-of-labour-ilo-deliberate-toform-


action-plan/.





