Annex VII

Measures taken by stakeholders to prevent and address discrimination and to ensure access to social services for children in marginalized and disadvantaged situations
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Office of the Director of Public Prosecution has established a special Unit (Child Victim and Witness Support Unit) to act as a liaison body between the investigation phase of the enquiry made by the police, the advice stage and the lodging of cases in Court, especially in cases involving children. As such, a fast track procedure has been put in place to ensure that advice in such cases is tendered expeditiously. Members of the Unit have organized several workshops with the police to discuss the vulnerability of witnesses and victims in sexual abuse cases as well as domestic violence cases.
The Office of the Director of Public Prosecution is the lead agency in terms of training facilities for Gender based violence for all stakeholders in the Technical Working Group 3 in the National Strategy and Action Plan of the Government. In line with their mandate and our role in the Victim Support Unit, they have assisted the different stakeholders in better understanding the new Children Act for its proper implementation. 
In that perspective, the Office of the Director of Public Prosecution has carried out a talk for Barristers and Attorneys on September 2, 2021 to educate on the new challenges barristers will be facing. 
On October 6, 2021, the Office of the Director of Public Prosecution also conducted a facilitation workshop at the Police Training School for introducing the Children’s Act to Police Prosecutors and other higher officers. 
On October 29, 2021, in line with its mandate in Technical Working Group 3 and with the coming up of the new Children Court, the Office of the Director of Public Prosecution has been invited to deliver a talk to Magistrates at the Institute of Judicial and Legal Studies to introduce them to the new Children’s Act and the challenges facing the Magistrates.
The Ministry of Gender Equality and Family Welfare provides assistance to all children irrespective of their backgrounds, including children with disabilities. 
The age limit for Basic Invalidity Pension has been removed.  Previously an application on behalf of a disabled child for a Basic Invalidity Pension was made at the age of 15 but since July 2016 a disabled child as from day 1 after birth, is eligible for such pension.  Free domiciliary medical visits which were available for persons with severe disabilities above 75 years have been extended to children with high support needs since August 2011.
The Ministry of Education, Tertiary Education, Science and Technology ensures that children with disability as well as special needs have access to education. The education of disabled children who cannot be integrated into the normal school system is provided by Non-Governmental Organisations with the assistance of Government through the provision of a grant in aid. Disabled children and children with special education needs also attend State owned SEN institutions.
[bookmark: _Hlk85802109]The Zone D’éducation Prioritaires Unit of the Ministry of Education, Tertiary Education, Science and Technology ensures that all pupils of the Zone D’éducation Prioritaires schools are guaranteed access and considered equitably as to the provision of educational facilities at school levels. Moreover, social inclusion and parity in terms of considerations and mobilization of human and material resources are augmented through an enhanced daily meal at school as well as School Health & Wellness programmes. Parental engagement, community and Business/ Private sectors involvement equally scaffold pupils to both educational and social wellbeing especially in cases of pupils who are in disadvantaged situations and include the provision of breakfast to pupils in need in Zone D’éducation Prioritaires schools. Pupils’ well-being is a priority of the Zone D’éducation Prioritaires Project so as to support sustained socio-educational successes.
In a bid to improve facilities available in schools, the Ministry of Education, Tertiary Education, Science and Technology in collaboration with the World Health Organisation has installed 50 elbow operated taps in vulnerable Zone D’éducation Prioritaires and mainstream schools through the CFLI & ECHO Project to help prevent the further spread of COVID-19.
The National Education Counselling Service acts as a support service to promote the psychological and social well-being of pre-primary, primary and secondary school going children and their families through a wide range of integrated services.
Within the school setting, Educational Social Workers are the link between the student, the student’s family, the school, and the community. The efficacy of this link is considerably dependent upon professional relationships developed with the student and the student’s family, as well as with other school personnel institutions to address the problems of discrimination, absenteeism and dropouts (including marginalized and disadvantaged situations).
Educational Social Workers have among their duties, the responsibility to identify children of school going age who are not attending school and conduct parent education programmes for necessary guidance.
All cases of reported or suspected drop-out of students below compulsory education age, irrespective of the cause whether related to locality or situations, are subject to enquiry by the Educational Social Worker with a view to re-integration within the education system.
In line with Compulsory Education up to 16 years of the Education Act, the Ministry has set up a tracking mechanism for Educational Social Workers to identify children who are not attending school and/or are at risk of dropping out of school.  The Student Tracking System was accordingly introduced in 2011 to ensure that all children of age to be compulsorily at school, are not only enrolled at school but also remain in the education system till the end of the compulsory school age period. In this context, Educational Social Workers have to conduct regular home visits to ensure that pre-primary, primary, secondary and special needs children are attending schools. The Educational Social Worker also assist, guide, support and empower the children and their families on the importance of education in line with the Child Protection Act and Government policy to close social gaps. Recently the Ministry has started a Student Tracking Mechanism across the age of 6 -17 years.
Heads of schools are encouraged to refer cases of teenage mothers to National Education Counselling Service for early and appropriate support. Educational Psychologist and Educational Social Worker conduct talks at school level with staff, class, the adolescent and parents towards the creation of a climate conducive to adolescent’s reintegration at school. Educational Psychologist also provide support to the teenage mothers to help manage their family life and schooling. Home visits are carried out by Educational Social Workers to provide guidance to the adolescent and parents on how to create the link with other institutions for appropriate support.
Educational Social Workers also form part of different dialogue forums at community level to address the promotion of equal treatment regardless of gender with reference to students and youth who are not attending school or facing barriers to attending school. The sensitizations programmes include awareness on topics pertaining to “Existing Patriarchal Ideas promoting masculinities Challenged” and “Gender Based Violence”.
Educational Social Workers also work in close collaboration with the Ministry of Social Integration, Social Security and National Solidarity (Social Integration Division) whereby cases of children who are out of school are referred.
The Educational Social Workers had also been called upon in year 2020 by the Ministry of Housing & Land Use Planning to form part of a team to visit five sites, namely Pointe aux Sables, Bras D’Eau, Flacq, Cite Malherbes, Curepipe, Riambel and Coteau Raffin in the squatter occupied lands. The objective of the visit was to take note of issues pertaining to school going/ non-school going aged children and to advise and give support accordingly.
The Training and Employment of Disabled Persons Board conducts vocational training and free training is provided to those below the age of 15.  Free pre-training courses are given to children between 12-15 years of age.  The Training and Employment of Disabled Persons Board networks with mainstream institutions like Mauritius Institute of Training and Development, Human Resource Development Council, National Empowerment Fund and the Mauritius Employers Federation to work out vocational training programmes for disabled adolescents.
Since April 2016, in addition to the existing drug treatment and prevention programmes, the Ministry of Health and Wellness is implementing a strong national drug use prevention campaign among schoolchildren and minors not attending school, at workplaces and in the public at large. The objective of these programmes is to build new protective factors and at the same time strengthen the existing and to reverse or reduce risk factors, particularly among the youth.
From May 2016 to June 2017, an array of interventions at the level of educational and training institutions have been carried out, including talks, training sessions for young peers, ‘temoignages’ sessions by rehabilitated drug users, as well as, peer education sessions by students themselves.
1013 awareness sessions in school settings were organised, with 48,417 participants. 6,828 participants were sensitized through 155 drug-related prevention sessions on a range of subjects, such as peer education initiation in schools; forums and rehabilitated drug addicts’ confessions; non-schoolchildren education; and education in Youth Centres and Youth Associations. 20,784 participants were sensitised in Community Centres through 463 awareness sessions and 17,850 persons at main bus stations and commercial centres, in 9 sessions
On another front, activities have been conducted with children out of the educational institutions, through youth centres, clubs, as well as in closed settings such as Rehabilitation Youth Centres and Correctional Youth Centres. 
The Social Integration Division of the Ministry of Social Integration, Social Security and National Solidarity also works towards improving the living conditions and environment of vulnerable families, including social housing. 
The implementation of the new income support, namely, the monthly subsistence allowance, and other conditional cash transfer schemes such as child allowance, school materials, school premium, free examination fees and crèche scheme, are effected through an effective case management approach and monitoring. As part of this new reform, a range of empowerment support services in terms of Education and Vocational Training, Employment and Livelihoods, Healthcare and Family Empowerment Programmes are provided by key service providers so that the marginalised participating families become successfully integrated into society.  
The Ministry of Gender Equality and Family Welfare provides psychological support to victims of violence and abuse including persons with disabilities so as to enable them to overcome emotional and psychological trauma related to abuse or violence. Support is also provided at their residence in case they are unable to attend the outstation. 
Furthermore, a fast-track procedure has been set up for all Court cases involving children, victims and juveniles, whereby the Magistrates ensure that the cases are in shape, that Counsel disclose all requested documents and issues well before the date the child is due to appear before Court.
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