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Introduction
Ethiopia ratified the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child in May 1991, the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict in May 2014, and the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography in March 2014. Thus, Ethiopia is bound by the provisions of the Convention and its two Protocols, and is obligated to take the necessary policy and legislative measures to implement the provisions of the Convention and its two Protocols. 
According to the latest available data from UNICEF, the number of children under the age of 18 in Ethiopia is approximately 59.4 million, equivalent to approximately 46.2% of the country's total population. This means that nearly half of Ethiopians are children. This statistic imposes additional obligations on the Ethiopian government to increase programs dedicated to protecting children and ensuring their rights under the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  How many children are there in Ethiopia?. UNICEF Data. Link: https://tinyl.co/3Cou] 

The reality indicates that children in Ethiopia are subjected to widespread violations of their rights under the Convention, particularly the right to education, food, protection from hunger, and an adequate standard of living. In this regard, Partners Foundation notes widespread corruption in Ethiopia, particularly in the education sector and the distribution of food and humanitarian aid. This has led to high rates of children out of school, increased poverty, hunger, and food insecurity among children, in addition to widespread racial discrimination and inequality against children belonging to ethnic minority communities. In light of the above, Partners Foundation submits this report to the CRC regarding Ethiopia's review before the Committee at its 99th session, to examine the progress made by States parties in implementing the provisions of the Convention, which it will address in some detail as follows:
Articles 6, 24, 26 and 27: Corruption in the delivery of food aid and harm to the child’s right to food and healthy development
Articles 6, 24, 26, and 27 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child stipulate the child's right to survival and growth, to food and healthy food, to clean water, to adequate nutrition, and to benefit from assistance, especially food, to ensure his or her well-being and proper development. They also require states to provide an adequate standard of living for children and to provide support to families experiencing difficult economic conditions.
Food aid is the sole and essential source of food for millions of people in Ethiopia, especially in areas affected by conflict and drought. In this regard, it is estimated that more than 20 million people, most of them children, across Ethiopia depend primarily on humanitarian food aid amid the ongoing civil war and drought. In the Tigray region, for example, which was the scene of a civil war that lasted for months, nearly the entire population of 6 million people relies on food aid as their sole source of food, amid declining agricultural production and the collapse of local supply chains.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Food aid suspended in Ethiopia after ‘widespread and coordinated’ thievery. The guardian. 9 Jun 2023. Link: https://tinyl.co/3D2I] 

However, Partners Foundation noted the involvement of organized corrupt networks of government officials and federal and regional government entities in Ethiopia in the theft of food aid intended for children, the needy, and vulnerable and most at-risk groups, including children under 5, and its diversion to other undeserving recipients through theft, manipulation, or corruption. This prompted humanitarian aid providers, including the USAID and the World Food Programme, to suspend and halt food aid distribution in June 2023 after discovering widespread and organized theft of humanitarian supplies, some of which were diverted to military units of the Ethiopian army, and large quantities of them were diverted to markets for sale and seized by local officials, armed groups, and corrupt networks. This meant that food supplies intended for children ended up in the hands of traders or individuals who exploited them for personal or political purposes.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Ibid.] 

The diversion and theft of food aid in Ethiopia has deprived the most vulnerable children of their right to food and has exacerbated child hunger, particularly amid war, drought, and the collapse of livelihoods. This has exacerbated the country's humanitarian crisis and led to unprecedented levels of food insecurity and malnutrition among children in Ethiopia. According to the latest data, more than 55% of all children under the age of 5 in Ethiopia suffer from malnutrition and food insecurity.[footnoteRef:4] In the Amhara region alone, more than 250,000 children suffer from severe malnutrition, according to a report by the Amhara Public Health Institute.[footnoteRef:5] This indicates that the Ethiopian authorities have failed to take the necessary measures to ensure adequate food, nutrition, and proper development for children, in violation of their obligations under Articles 6, 24, 26, and 27 of the Convention. [4:  Ethiopia. World Food Programme. Link: https://tinyl.co/3D2m]  [5:  News: A quarter million children suffer from ’emergency food shortages’ in drought-stricken Amhara region. Addis Standard. February 20, 2024. Link: https://tinyl.co/3D2v] 

Article 28: Corruption in the education sector
Article 28 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child stipulates the child's right to education. It emphasizes the need to ensure equal opportunities for access to education and obliges states to make primary education compulsory, free, and accessible to all, to make secondary education available to all, to take measures to reduce dropout rates, and to manage the education system in a manner that preserves the dignity of the child.
However, the education sector in Ethiopia faces significant challenges that impact children's right to quality education. In this regard, Partners Foundation notes widespread institutional corruption in the education sector in Ethiopia, manifested in teacher absence, bribery, favoritism in the appointment of teachers and faculty, and the misallocation of educational resources. According to a report published by the Ethiopian Ethics and Anti-Corruption Commission, bribes and informal payments are widespread in the education sector in Ethiopia in exchange for supposedly free educational services. Parents are forced to pay bribes to secure school places for their children, especially in urban areas, which constitutes a barrier to accessing quality education for children from poor backgrounds.[footnoteRef:6]  [6:  Report exposes myriads of malpractices in educational i. the reporter Ethiopia. September 24, 2022. Link: https://tinyl.co/3D75] 

Moreover, appointments and promotions among teachers and faculty members in schools and educational institutions in Ethiopia are not necessarily based on competency criteria, but rather on personal relationships or bribes. According to a study issued by the World Bank, 50% of Ethiopian teachers believe that promotion is influenced by political connections, 27% of teachers believe that their promotion is linked to personal relationships with members of the promotion committee, and 9% indicated that bribery is an influential factor in the promotion process.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Diagnosing Corruption in Ethiopia Perceptions, Realities, and the Way Forward for Key Sectors. Link: https://tinyl.co/3D76] 

The repercussions of widespread corruption in the Ethiopian education sector are directly reflected in educational outcomes. For example, in the 2022/2023 academic year, only 3.2% of students achieved the minimum passing grade in the high school exam, depriving the vast majority of the opportunity to pursue university education.[footnoteRef:8]  [8:  In-depth: Is Ethiopia’s education system under a serious threat?. Addis standard. October 19, 2023. Link: https://tinyl.co/3D7F] 

In the final academic year, 2023/2024, despite a slight improvement, the high school exam pass rate did not exceed 5.4%, with only 36,000 students out of a total of more than 684,000 students passing. Not a single student in more than 1,360 schools nationwide passed, reflecting the depth of the education crisis and the persistence of fundamental challenges. These shocking results reveal the depth of corruption and the deep-rooted structural problems in the Ethiopian education system, from mismanagement of resources and a lack of transparency to favoritism and bribery in appointments and promotions. This threatens the future of entire generations and deprives them of their fundamental right to a quality and equitable education.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  News: Only 5.4% of students pass Grade 12 exam; Addis Abeba leads in pass rate. Addis standard. September 9, 2024. Link: https://tinyl.co/3D7K  ] 

Although Ethiopia has made progress in achieving universal primary education, with a net enrollment rate of 88.7%, most children do not complete the next levels. Only 33.1% of students reach secondary school, and 90% of children at the age of 10 cannot read, write, or understand simple sentences. The combined effects of corruption, along with other crises embodied by conflict and climate change, have pushed at least 13 million children out of school in Ethiopia. An additional 3.5 million children (primary and secondary) are at risk of dropping out of school due to partial or complete damage to more than 8,700 schools caused by conflict and climate change.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  Learning and development!. Unicef.. Ethiopia. Link: https://tinyl.co/3D7X 
] 

Articles 2, 24 and 28: Racial discrimination against children in the enjoyment of the right to health, education and an adequate standard of living
Articles 2, 24, and 28 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child require States Parties not to discriminate against children in the enjoyment of the rights contained in the Convention. They stipulate that States Parties must take appropriate measures to ensure equal enjoyment of these rights without discrimination, and to work to provide comprehensive health services for all, combat poverty and malnutrition, and provide education for all children without discrimination.
However, racial discrimination against children from ethnic minority communities in Ethiopia remains a growing concern. In this regard, Partners Foundation notes the presence of stark racial disparities in Ethiopia that affect children's rights to education, health, and an adequate standard of living. This is in clear violation of Articles 2, 24, and 28 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, which affirm the right of all children without discrimination to enjoy basic services. 
In the field of education, for example, the data shows stark imbalances in educational opportunities between children belonging to ethnic minority groups and children from dominant population groups. 75.3% of minority girls in the Somali region did not attend any educational activities, 43% of girls in the Tigray region did not receive any appropriate education, and 46.7% of girls in the Benishangul region did not receive any education. In contrast, the dropout rate among girls decreased significantly in the Addis Ababa region and other urban areas inhabited by majority groups, reaching about 8.6%, confirming the existence of a deep educational gap that reflects ethnic and geographical discrimination.[footnoteRef:11] [11:  Access to education and health among minorities and indigenous peoples in Ethiopia, link: https://tinyl.co/3DIG] 

Discrimination in access to education among children is clearly exacerbated in conflict-affected areas. In the Amhara region, November 2024 statistics recorded 4.7 million children out of school, with only 32% of students enrolled for the current academic year. 4,870 schools remain closed, and more than 1,500 schools have been destroyed due to the ongoing conflict.[footnoteRef:12] In the Tigray region, student enrollment in October 2024 fell to only 40% of eligible students. More than 106 schools have been converted into shelters for internally displaced persons, and more than 2,470 schools have been damaged, significantly impacting the region's educational infrastructure.[footnoteRef:13] [12:  Ethiopia: Advocacy Group Sounds Alarm Over Conflict-Induced Education, Health Crisis in Amhara - Criticizes Lack of International Support. All Africa. 27 November 2024. Link: https://tinyl.co/3DI6]  [13:  Ethiopia: Student Enrollment Plummets in Tigray - Only 40 Percent of Eligible Students Registered Amid Post-War Struggles. All Africa. 4 October 2024. Link: https://tinyl.co/3DI9] 

In the health sector, discrimination against children is clearly evident in the poor access to health care services for children from minority communities, particularly pastoral and nomadic communities. In the Somali region, only 43.6% of Somali mothers received antenatal care from skilled personnel, meaning that 46.4% of Somali mothers in the region either received no antenatal care at all or received it from unskilled personnel. Less than a quarter of births (23.3%) in the Somali region take place in qualified health facilities. Furthermore, child mortality rates are high in minority-concentrated areas of Ethiopia, despite the overall decline in child mortality rates nationwide in recent years. In the Afar region, for example, the under-5 mortality rate is 125 per 1,000 births. This high child mortality rate is attributed to low child immunization rates and lack of access to vaccines. Only 15.2% of infants in Afar have received all basic vaccinations.[footnoteRef:14] [14:  Access to education and health among minorities and indigenous peoples in Ethiopia, link: https://tinyl.co/3DIG 
] 

Regarding standard of living, poverty rates are significantly higher among children from ethnic minority communities in Ethiopia than among children from dominant population groups. For example, data shows that child poverty rates in Addis Ababa are only 18%, while they reach 91% in minority-concentrated regions such as Afar, Amhara, and the Southern Nations and Peoples' Region, reflecting a pattern of structural discrimination against children in marginalized communities.[footnoteRef:15] [15:  Nearly 36 million children in Ethiopia are poor and lack access to basic social services, a new report reveals. Unicef. Link: https://tinyl.co/3DIR] 

Recommendations 
In light of the above, Partners for Transparency presents its recommendations to the Government of Ethiopia as follows:
Corruption in food aid delivery and harm to children's right to food and proper development:
· Promote children's right to food and development: The Ethiopian government should take the necessary measures to ensure children's access to food, healthy food, and adequate nutrition, and allocate urgent food rations to children under five and pregnant and lactating mothers in the most affected areas such as Tigray and Amhara.
· Strengthen oversight of food aid distribution: The Ethiopian government should take immediate action to ensure that humanitarian aid reaches those who deserve it, especially children who are most vulnerable.
· Hold those involved in corruption accountable: The Ethiopian government should take strict legal action against government officials and members of corrupt networks involved in the theft of food aid, which affects children's right to food and development.
Corruption in the Education Sector:
· Reforming the Education System and Combating Corruption: The Ethiopian government should restructure the education sector, combat widespread institutional corruption, and ensure that teachers are appointed and promoted based on merit, not favoritism or bribery.
· Providing Free Education: The Ethiopian government should ensure the elimination of any informal payments in public schools and provide free education to all children without discrimination.
· Improving the Quality of Education: The Ethiopian government should train teachers and improve curricula to ensure children receive a quality education.
· Rebuilding Damaged Schools: The Ethiopian government should allocate resources to rehabilitate schools damaged by conflict and provide a safe learning environment.
Racial Discrimination Against Children in the Enjoyment of the Right to Health, Education, and an Adequate Standard of Living:
· Promoting Racial Equality: The Ethiopian government should take legal and policy measures to eliminate racial discrimination in access to basic services such as education and health.
· Improving Health Services: The Ethiopian government should provide comprehensive healthcare for children in marginalized areas, with a focus on immunizations and maternal care.
· Combating Ethnic Discrimination in Education: The Ethiopian government must ensure equal educational opportunities for all children, regardless of their ethnicity or geographic origin, especially in conflict-affected areas such as Tigray and Amhara.
· Reducing Poverty Rates: The government must take urgent measures to reduce poverty rates among children in areas populated by ethnic minorities by improving living standards and providing social programs aimed at providing material support to children and poor families in these areas.
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