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The United Republic of Tanzania’s Compliance with the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights Suggested List of Issues to Report
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Maat For Peace, Development, and Human Rights

Maat For Peace, Development, and Human Rights is a nonpartisan and nonprofit civil society organization. Established in 2005, Maat seeks to use the human rights approach, mechanisms and tools; to promote the values ​​and practices of social peace, development, democracy and good governance. It also works through international and regional mechanisms and bodies in the framework of networks and alliances to advocate and mobilize support for the promotion of peace and sustainable development practices and policies, and mobilizing against all forms of violence, conflict and injustice.
Executive Summary
1. In 2015 the United Republic of Tanzania held its fifth multiparty general election. Although the election which was judged to be largely free and fair, resulted in a Union president John Magufuli; the chair of the Zanzibar Electoral Commission, declared the parallel election for Zanzibar’s president and legislature after only part of the votes had been tabulated. This resulted in a political crisis on the islands. 
2. Since the elections, which brought President John Magufuli came to power in December 2015, the civil and political rights situation in Tanzania has sharply deteriorated. And although repression in the country is not as extreme as some other states in the Southern African Development Community (SADC) region, it has been argued that no member state of the SADC has witnessed such a marked decline in civil liberties and political freedoms in recent years.
3. Maat is greatly concerned about issues regarding violation of human rights, insecurity, curtailment of freedom of expression and media freedom, shrinking civic space, non-observation of rule of law in decision making process, curtailment of democracy as well as unfair which have negatively impacted the civilian population. These issues have largely contributed to recent astonishing incidents including armed attacks, atrocious killings, injuries, enforced disappearances, and malicious prosecutions targeting human rights defenders (HRDs), journalists, politicians and even normal civilians of this nation. 
In light of the afore mentioned, Maat identifies the following specific incidents. 
A. Article 7: The State Party has failed to provide protection against torture and inhuman or degrading treatment
4. The Tanzanian security forces have been accused of using torture to extract “confessions” from the victims. Leaders and other supporting members of opposition party including Ismail Jussa, a member of the ACT-Wazalendo party were severely beaten by police while being interrogated for disputing election results of October 2020.
5. He was arrested on October 29, 2020 and brutally beaten by security forces while undergoing interrogation. He reportedly sustained four fractures on his right leg and five fractures on his right-side shoulder and was abandoned at Al-Rahma Hospital in Zanzibar by security forces, who had informed members of his family of his hospitalization. He has since been flown to Nairobi for treatment.

B. Article 9: The State Party has failed to protect the Right to Life, Liberty and Security of Persons.
I. Enforced disappearances and extrajudicial executions 
6. Security forces have continued to be implicated in abductions and enforced disappearances. Mdude Nyagali, an activist and leading opposition critic was abducted by masked gunmen on May 5, 2019 as he left work, several hours after he called the President a “hypocrite” on Twitter. He was reportedly found dumped in a bush near a village in the south western region of Mbeya, severely injured and unable to speak. There have been several reports accusing the police of Nyagali’s abduction, however these allegations continue to be denied.
7. On December 20, 2019, Tito Elia Magoti was arrested by plain clothed police officers after tweeting his support for and his association with vocal government critics. Four days later Magoti, a lawyer, together with Theodory Giyani an IT expert at a private company were both held under unbailable charges under the Economic and Organised Crimes Control Act and other charges under the Cybercrimes Act and Anti-Money Laundering Act.
8. Azory Gwanda a freelance journalist disappeared from his home near Kibiti, Rufiji district on November 21, 2017 under suspicious circumstances, after he wrote about the murders of local government officials and police officers by unknown assailants. In July 2019 the Foreign Affairs Minister Palamagamba Kabudi in an interview with the BBC admitted to the disappearance and death of Azory. However, he later the minister recanted his statement.
9. In similar cases, Ben Saanane, a supporter of the opposition Party for Democracy and Progress disappeared in 2016, shortly after he posted a message on social media questioning the validity of the President’s academic credentials; on September 7, 2017, Tundu Lissu, President of Tanganyika Law Society and MP of Singida East was shot by unknown people at Area D in Dodoma; on February 11, 2018, Daniel John an opposition campaigner and  the leader of CHADEMA was brutally murdered during electoral campaigns in Kinondoni constituency. None of the perpetrators of these deaths have been brought to book. 
II.	Arbitrary Dentition
10. On April 25, 2019, Dr. Wairagala Wakabi, director of the Collaboration on International ICT Policy in East and Southern Africa (CIPESA), who had travelled to participate in the annual commemoration of the Tanzania Human Rights Defenders’ Day hosted by the Tanzania Human Rights Defenders Coalition (THRDC) on April 28, 2019 was arrested and detained by the Immigration Department at Julius Nyerere International Airport in Dar es Salaam. He was later deported back to Uganda on grounds of national interest.
11. In July 2019, Erick Kabendera, was abducted by unidentified men. Kabendera, a journalist, reputed for holding the government to account in his articles featured in international publications, was arrested on charges of money laundering,tax evasion and leading organized crime. He was released in February 2020 after seven months in detention.
12. On August 22, 2019 Joseph Gandye, a broadcaster at Watetezi TV, was arrested in Dar es Salaam in connection to reports that alleged police at the Mafinga station in Iringa subjected detainees to torture and dehumanizing conditions.
C. Article 19: The State Party has failed to uphold the rights to the Freedom of Expression and Association
13. Although the Constitution of the United Republic of Tanzania guarantees the right to freedom of expression, there have been numerous laws such as the Media Services Act, 2016 Cyber Crimes Act, 2015, Statistics Act, 2015 and the Regional Administration Act, 1997 which have been manipulated to restrict and curtail the rights to the freedom of expression for different groups and to all Tanzanians at large. As a result of this, journalists who question government actions have ended up abducted, tortured and even dead as in the aforementioned cases of Azory Gwanda and Erick Kabendera.  
14. Furthermore, there have been reports that suggest that several newspapers, radio and online tv stations have been heavily fined or suspended for allegedly spreading false and misleading information.
D. Article 21: The State Party has failed to uphold the right to Peaceful Assembly and association
15. Following the 2015 election crisis, President Magufuli argued that political activities disrupt the government’s development agenda and instructed law enforcement agencies to snuff out rallies, demonstrations and other political activities until the current campaign period. The routine disruption of local political events, by police officers citing unspecified and unproven intelligence reports claiming the events carried security risks led to reported attacks on rallies of main opposition party Chama cha Demokrasia na Maendeleo (“Party for Democracy and Progress”, or CHADEMA), which resulted in the death of 22 year old University student, Akwilina Akwinilline in 2018.

Suggested Questions to the State Party
Following the current state of human rights in the United Republic of Tanzania, Maat suggests the following questions to the State Party:
a. What actions are the State Party taking to reform and educate state security officials, on their duties as well as the importance in the upholding of basic human rights? Please provide details of this.
b. What steps have the State Party taken to investigate the allegations of extrajudicial executions and enforced disappearances? Please provide details and reports of such investigation. 
c. What effort is the State Party making to criminalize the use of torture and how are State Security forces held accountable for human rights violations?
d. How is the State Party working to ensure that legitimate activities of the media and journalists are not inhibited by arbitrary, unjustified, or politically motivated lawsuits? 
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