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I am truly humbled and honored to be given the unanimous support and trust by my colleagues to serve as the Chair of the Committee on the Rights of the Child for the term commencing today. At the same time, I extend my whole hearted congratulations to my colleagues of the Bureau, four distinguished vice chairs. I also warmly welcome our four new members.
	
My predecessor, my dear colleague Luis Pedernera, organized, steered and managed the online sessions in the best possible way in the midst of the ongoing challenges of the Covid pandemic. I would like to express my deep appreciation to Luis for his dedicated work during the last two years.

The Committee’s sole and comprehensive mandate is for children and their rights – and, of course, for the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. In carrying out that responsibility, each one of us continues to contribute both individually as child rights experts and collectively as members of the Committee, the most important global child rights monitoring body. As the Chair, I am to facilitate the work of the Committee, making the best use of our members’ collective wisdom and guidance. In this regard, the continuing support of the Secretariat with its institutional memory plays a very crucial role. The Committee is grateful for that.

As experienced by the UN system as a whole, the COVID-19 pandemic negatively impacted the effective operations of the Committee. Suspension of in-person meetings has resulted in the loss of more than 200 meeting hours and created major obstacles for the equal and effective participation of all members. While those challenges continue, country reviews are coming up and we are ready to do our best to deliver our mandate for children. As the most vulnerable segment of the humanity, children continue to be marginalized even in regular time and the ongoing pandemic increased that many times in all parts of the world undermining the global action in advancing the implementation of the Convention. 

Allow me to identify four areas, which the Committee has highlighted in the past but may need renewed attention now and in the coming years. 

First, child marriage. Every year 12 million girls are married off, depriving of their childhood. 10 million more girls are at risk of child marriage in the next decade because of the pandemic-related circumstances. In this regard, I welcome the UNICEF initiative to establish the Child Marriage Monitoring Mechanism as a practical tool for data-driven action.

Second, child soldiers. Tens of thousands of children are estimated to be recruited and used in armed conflict for all purposes. The current COVID-19 has made that reality even more complex and increased difficulties in monitoring, verifying and holding perpetrators accountable. 

Third, child labour. 152 million children, almost 10 % of all children worldwide, were in child labour before the pandemic. Now millions more children are at risk being pushed into child labour as a result of the COVID pandemic. This could lead to the rise in child labour for the first time after 20 years of progress.

And finally, fourth, the Climate Change. As a child activist for environment and climate change, Greta Thunberg got global attention when she emphasized that the climate change “is above all an emergency, and not just any emergency. This is the biggest crisis humanity has ever faced.” True that it impacts humanity as a whole, but it adversely and pervasively affects all children now and also in the future. 

I mention these four areas as I believe that those are major concerns in the implementation of the Convention in most countries and the Committee needs to address those in its deliberations to identify what should be done more.

Of course, we know that these are concerns for children around the world. But because of the multiple vulnerabilities, children in Africa obviously deserve the special attention of the Committee in all these areas.

We also need to recognize that in all these areas children must be provided remedy when their rights are violated. While saying that, we need to realize that in general children’s right to remedy and access to justice should be more prominent in the work of the Committee.

As I begin today the term as the CRC chair, I and the other members of the Bureau would do our best to live up to the expectation of the international community in upholding the best interests of the children of the world. With the guidance and support of all my colleagues in the Committee – yes, all of you - I will do my best to facilitate the effective functioning of the Committee during my term of the office. 

Thank you for your kind attention.
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