Opening Remarks to the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
Geneva, 12 August 2026
Chairperson of the Committee,
Distinguished members of the Committee, Representatives of member states, Representatives of the United Nations,
Colleagues from organizations of persons with disabilities,
Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen,
It is a great privilege to address you today on behalf of the International Disability Alliance.
I would like to begin with two clear messages: 
· IDA stands firmly in support of the Committee, its independence, its mandate and its essential role in ensuring the implementation of the Convention.
· IDA expresses its support to the people of Colombia, Venezuela and all other countries that are facing disasters and armed conflicts, and in particular for persons with disabilities in these countries. 
Dear Friends

CRPD continuous to mark a profound transformation in the understanding of disability: from viewing persons with disabilities as objects of charity, protection and medical intervention to recognizing them as subjects of rights, equal citizens and agents of change.
At a time when multilateralism and the international human rights system are under growing political and financial pressure, supporting the CRPD Committee also means defending the United Nations human rights system itself.
This is why adequate and sustainable resources for the Committee, the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights and the wider UN human rights system must be understood not simply as administrative expenditure, but as an investment in human dignity and human rights. 
In that sense, IDA calls the UNOG and the OHCHR to ensure accessibility services for online briefings with OPDs, at least during the intersessional period, for the adoption of List of Issues on their countries, and not to continue accumulating delays of States' reviews processes.
As you know, OPDs are not simply stakeholders to be consulted after decisions have already been prepared. They are rights holders, sources of knowledge, partners in implementation and essential actors in monitoring States' compliance with the Convention.
In connection to this, IDA appreciates, stands ready to support and looks forward to a thorough, participatory and sound process for the development of a general comment on article 32 CRPD, in which OPDs can greatly contribute and other stakeholders have sufficient time to provide inputs, engage and embrace its transformative outcome: a strong and solid general comment that shapes disability inclusive international cooperation! 
Twenty years after the adoption of the Convention, We must ask what the CRPD requires of us in a rapidly changing world.
Artificial intelligence and digitalization are transforming employment, education, health care, social protection, communication and public decision-making.
Climate change, armed conflicts, humanitarian crises, demographic change and increasing inequality are creating new forms of exclusion while intensifying existing ones.
The principles of the Convention remain our foundation. But their application must evolve with these new realities.
That is why we are calling for a CRPD plus in which
· Accessibility must increasingly include digital and algorithmic accessibility.
· Non-discrimination must address discrimination that can be embedded in automated decision-making systems and data.
· And participation must extend to the design and governance of the technologies that increasingly shape our lives.
Friends, 
Around the world, military expenditure is increasing dramatically while the resources available for human rights, poverty eradication, health, education, social protection, inclusion and international cooperation remain inadequate.   Today, here in Geneva,  we have to assert that security is not a military issue as much as it is first a human security concern.  That is why Our message today is that 
The world does not need an endless race toward more weapons and a greater capacity for destruction.
The world needs greater investment in people, dignity, equality, inclusion and our common future.
Twenty years after the adoption of the CRPD, perhaps one of the contributions of the disability movement should be to bring these principles into the broader debates about the future of our world.

Twenty years ago, the international community made a historic commitment through the CRPD.
Our responsibility today is not simply to preserve that achievement.
It is to make it real.
On behalf of the International Disability Alliance, I reaffirm our strong support for the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, for the United Nations human rights system and for our shared commitment to the dignity, equality and rights of all persons with disabilities.
Thank you.

