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CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE AND THE HOLY SEE
THE NEED FOR ACCOUNTABILITY, JUSTICE AND REFORM

1. Aim of this report

The UN Committee on the Rights of the Child is 
seeking detailed information on sexual violence 
against children by Catholic clergy around the world, 
its cover up within the Church and the denial of 
justice and compensation for victims. The scale of 
the abuse is huge, affecting countless victims around 
the world. 

The Holy See is up for review during the UN Committee on 

the Rights of the Child’s (CRC) 65th session on 16 January 

2014.1 In a formal communication with the Holy See in July 

2013, the CRC, noting “the recognition by the Holy See of 

sexual violence against children committed by members of 

the clergy, brothers and nuns in numerous countries around 

the world, and given the scale of the abuses…”, requested 

detailed information on all cases of child sexual abuse 

committed by members of the clergy, brothers and nuns or 

brought to the attention of the Holy See over the reporting 

SHULRG��7KLV�UHTXHVW�UHFHLYHG�VLJQL¿FDQW�PHGLD�DWWHQWLRQ�2 
but when the Holy See’s response to the UN Committee 

was issued in December 2013,3 it did not provide the full 

disclosure sought by the Committee. Despite stating that 

it considers the Convention on the Rights of the Child as 

“the most important among the rules of international law”,4 

it declined to provide this information, stating that the 

matter did not fall within its jurisdiction and that it is “not 

the practice of the Holy See to disclose information on the 

religious discipline”.5

At the heart of the CRC’s review of the Holy See are the issues 

of transparency, access to justice for children and protection 

from violence - issues which CRIN believes are crucial to 

securing children’s status as individuals with rights. 

This preliminary global research report maps the scale of 

child sexual abuse committed by clerics of the Catholic 

Church and evidence of cover up attempts by the Vatican 

and Church authorities. It provides an overview of litigation 

brought by victims of abuse against Catholic clergy seeking 

remedies for gross violations of their rights. Our aim is to 

press the Holy See to become more transparent as a State 

with human rights obligations, and to open it up to further 

and effective scrutiny by United Nations bodies. We sincerely 

hope the report will demonstrate solidarity with victims and 

help to ensure that their voices are heard and acted on by the 

United Nations as well as the Holy See itself.

Because the Holy See is now under examination by the UN 

Committee on the Rights of the Child, this report focuses on 

clerical abuse in the Catholic Church and Catholic institutions 

throughout the world. CRIN is well aware that other churches 

and religious institutions are also implicated in historic and 

current sexual and physical abuse of children. We aim to 

H[SDQG�RXU�UHVHDUFK�DQG�¿QG�DGGLWLRQDO�SDUWQHUV�WR�SXUVXH�
a broader campaign against child abuse related to religious 

institutions.

—
At the heart of the CRC’s 
review of the Holy See are 
the issues of transparency, 
access to justice for children 
and protection from violence
—



6
—

2. The Holy See and the Committee on the 
Rights of the Child

Terminology: the “Vatican” and the “Holy See”
Often incorrectly referred to as “the Vatican”, the Holy See 

is a separate entity from the Vatican City State. The term 

“Vatican” was used in ancient times to identify the area on 

the right bank of the Tiber River in Rome.6 The Vatican City 

State was only founded on that territory following the signing 

DQG�UDWL¿FDWLRQ�RI�WKH�/DWHUDQ�3DFWV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�+RO\�6HH�
and Italy in 1929. It is distinct in its nature as a sovereign 

state from the Holy See.7 The Holy See is the episcopal see of 

Rome and dates back to early Christian times. It is recognised 

in international law as a sovereign entity, headed by the 

pope, with which diplomatic relations can be maintained; it 

is considered an extraterritorial authority, which means it is 

independent of the Vatican territory in Rome.8 Ambassadors 

WR�VWDWHV�DQG�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�RUJDQLVDWLRQV�DUH�RI¿FLDOO\�
accredited not to the Vatican City State, but to the Holy 

See. The Holy See maintains diplomatic relations with 180 

sovereign states as well as, for instance, with the European 

Union.9

The Holy See at the United Nations
The Holy See is a non-Member State of the United Nations, 

having received a standing invitation to participate as an 

observer in the sessions and the work of the UN General 

Assembly and maintaining permanent observer missions at 

the UN Headquarters. This is unique among such religious 

bodies.10 It is a full member of some agencies,11 and a full State 

participant at major UN conferences with the right to ratify 

or accede to international treaties and to submit reservations 

to documents. The Holy See’s status allows it to participate in 

UN processes when it suits its purposes, but “often removes it 

from the full accountability expected of Member States”.12 

The Holy See as a State Party to the Convention on 
the Rights of the Child
7KH�+RO\�6HH�VLJQHG�DQG�UDWL¿HG�WKH�&RQYHQWLRQ�RQ�WKH�
Rights of the Child (CRC) on 20 April 1990.13 It signed the 

2SWLRQDO�3URWRFRO�WR�WKH�&RQYHQWLRQ�RQ�WKH�5LJKWV�RI�WKH�
&KLOG�RQ�WKH�LQYROYHPHQW�RI�FKLOGUHQ�LQ�DUPHG�FRQÀLFW�
�23$&��DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�2SWLRQDO�3URWRFRO�WR�WKH�&RQYHQWLRQ�
on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child 

SURVWLWXWLRQ�DQG�FKLOG�SRUQRJUDSK\��236&��LQ�2FWREHU�
�����DQG�UDWL¿HG�ERWK�LQ�2FWREHU�������,W�KDV�PDGH�VHYHUDO�
reservations and declarations to the Convention (see box):

Reservations:
“a) [The Holy See] interprets the phrase `Family 

planning education and services’ in article 24.2, to mean 

only those methods of family planning which it considers 

morally acceptable, that is, the natural methods of family 

planning.

b) [The Holy See] interprets the articles of the 

Convention in a way which safeguards the primary and 

inalienable rights of parents, in particular insofar as these 

rights concern education (articles 13 and 28), religion 

(article 14), association with others (article 15) and 

privacy (article 16).

c) [The Holy See declares] that the application of the 

Convention be compatible in practice with the particular 

nature of the Vatican City State and of the sources of its 

objective law (art. 1, Law of 7 June 1929, n. 11) and, in 

consideration of its limited extent, with its legislation in 

the matters of citizenship, access and residence.”

Declarations:
“The Holy See regards the present Convention as a proper 

and laudable instrument aimed at protecting the rights 

and interests of children, who are ‘that precious treasure 

given to each generation as a challenge to its wisdom and 

KXPDQLW\¶��3RSH�-RKQ�3DXO�,,�����$SULO�������

The Holy See recognises that the Convention represents 

an enactment of principles previously adopted by 

WKH�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV��DQG�RQFH�HIIHFWLYH�DV�D�UDWL¿HG�
instrument, will safeguard the rights of the child 

EHIRUH�DV�ZHOO�DV�DIWHU�ELUWK��DV�H[SUHVVO\�DI¿UPHG�LQ�
the `Declaration of the Rights of the Child’ [Res. 136 

(XIV)] and restated in the ninth preambular paragraph 

RI�WKH�&RQYHQWLRQ��7KH�+RO\�6HH�UHPDLQV�FRQ¿GHQW�
that the ninth preambular paragraph will serve as the 

perspective through which the rest of the Convention will 

be interpreted, in conformity with article 31 of the Vienna 

Convention on the Law of Treaties of 23 May 1969.

By acceding to the Convention on the Rights of the 

Child, the Holy See intends to give renewed expression 

to its constant concern for the well-being of children 

and families. In consideration of its singular nature and 

position, the Holy See, in acceding to this Convention, 

GRHV�QRW�LQWHQG�WR�SUHVFLQG�LQ�DQ\�ZD\�IURP�LWV�VSHFL¿F�
mission which is of a religious and moral character.”14



7
—

CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE AND THE HOLY SEE
THE NEED FOR ACCOUNTABILITY, JUSTICE AND REFORM

First CRC review of the Holy See since 1995
According to Article 44 of the Convention on the Rights of the 

Child, the CRC requires Member States to submit periodic 

reports on their compliance with the Convention. Reports are 

GXH�HYHU\�¿YH�\HDUV�DIWHU�0HPEHU�6WDWHV¶�LQLWLDO�UHSRUW�WR�WKH�
Committee.15 The Holy See submitted its initial report in 1994 

and was examined in 1995. The Committee issued Concluding 

Observations, but at this time did not address clerical 

child abuse.16�,Q�VSLWH�RI�LWV�VWDWXV�DV�D�6WDWH�3DUW\�WR�WKH�
Convention and the legal obligations this entails, the Holy See 

did not submit its next periodic report until 2011, although it 

was due in 1997.17

The Holy See’s second, third and fourth periodic 
reports
In 2011, the Holy See submitted its second, third and fourth 

periodic reports, due in 1997, 2002 and 2007 respectively 

– including information from 1994 to early 2010 – as a 

consolidated document.18

At its pre-sessional working group, held in June 2013, 

members of the Committee considered information submitted 

by a number of NGOs including victims’ groups and met with 

their representatives in Geneva. In July 2013, the Committee 

sent the Holy See a long list of issues focusing predominantly 

on its handling of child abuse by clerics. “In the light of 

the recognition by the Holy See of sexual violence against 

children committed by members of the clergy, brothers and 

nuns in numerous countries around the world, and given the 

scale of the abuses”, the Vatican was asked to provide detailed 

information on all cases of child sexual abuse committed by 

clergy and known to the Church. This included reporting 

on whether the accused clerics were subsequently removed 

IURP�IXUWKHU�FRQWDFW�ZLWK�FKLOGUHQ�DQG�ZKLFK�VSHFL¿F�OHJDO�
consequences were implemented, including notifying the 

police. Also, the Committee asked to be informed about the 

support and protection which the Church has offered to 

victims of child abuse and the mechanisms put in place to 

allow victims to come forward and testify about the suffering 

they endured.19

Nonetheless, in its response to the list of issues, sent in 

December 2013, the Holy See did not provide the full 

disclosure sought by the Committee.20 Despite stating that 

it considers the Convention on the Rights of the Child as 

“the most important among the rules of international law”,21 

it declined to provide this information, stating that the 

matter did not fall within its jurisdiction and that it is “not 

the practice of the Holy See to disclose information on the 

religious discipline”.22

3. The laws governing the Holy See

The Holy See has a religious legal system based on canon 

– religious – law.23�&DQRQ�ODZ�LV�WKH�ERG\�RI�RI¿FLDOO\�
established rules governing the faith and practice of the 

members of the Catholic Church. Whereas Catholic canon 

ODZ�ZDV�PHUHO\�IRXQG�LQ�D�FROOHFWLRQ�RI�RI¿FLDO�DQG�SULYDWH�
documents for many centuries, modern canon law is now 

FRGL¿HG��7KH�VHYHQ�ERRNV�RI�FDQRQ�ODZ�DSSO\�DFURVV�WKH�HQWLUH�
Catholic Church and therefore to all Catholic faithful as well 

as its clergy. In that respect, it differs from Vatican State law 

which only applies within the boundaries of the territory 

of the Vatican itself.24 The Code of Canon Law addresses 

many issues, like family law or property ownership, and its 

sixth book establishes a penal system which regulates the 

behaviour of individuals and lists offences.25

There are three kinds of penalties which can be imposed upon 

a person under the Code of Canon Law for the violation of an 

offence: penances, expiatory penalties, and censures.26  

A penance is “the performance of some work of religious 

piety, or charity” and is commonly given out in the non-

judicial context of confession.27 Expiatory penalties can 

LQFOXGH�WKH�GHQLDO�RI�WKH�XVH�RI�FHUWDLQ�UHOLJLRXV�WLWOHV��RI¿FHV��
rights, privileges or insignia and can deny a person the right 

to reside within particular territories of the Church. This can 

be accomplished by denying Catholics membership in certain 

parishes or dioceses.28 Censures are the most severe form 

of punishment, which for clergy can include suspension or 

removal from religious life and for any Catholic can mean 

interdiction or excommunication.29�(YHQ�&DWKROLF�3HQDO�ODZ�
does not purport to take the place of criminal law, but canon 

law and its procedures can, and we believe do obstruct civil or 

criminal law processes.
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1. What we mean by “child sexual abuse”

Child sexual abuse*�LV�ZLGHO\�GH¿QHG�DV�DQ�DGXOW�XVLQJ�D�
minor for sexual stimulation. Forms of child sexual abuse 

include engaging in sexual activities, indecent exposure to 

a child, grooming a child or production, dissemination or 

use of pornography involving images of child abuse. While 

this report broadly refers to sexual violence against children 

under the age of consent as “sexual abuse”, this collective 

expression is meant to encompass all forms of rape, sexual 

violence and molestation and in no way means to diminish 

the individual victim’s experience.30 There is simply no 

appropriate term to describe the personal implications 

inherent in any form of sexual abuse, including those of 

the child victim, their family and others involved. The term 

sexual abuse used throughout this report is therefore used 

only to summarise the various forms of sexual wrongdoing. 

Apart from possible physical injury to the child, the 

psychological effects of sexual abuse of children are huge and 

known to include anything from depression to post-traumatic 

stress disorder and anxiety.

2. Uncovering the scale of the abuse

An NGO report submitted to the United Nations Committee 

on the Rights of the Child earlier this year by the “Centre for 

Constitutional Rights” on behalf of the “Survivors Network 

IRU�WKRVH�$EXVHG�E\�3ULHVWV´��OLVWV�KDUURZLQJ�H[DPSOHV�RI�
the kind of harm done to children by Catholic priests which 

was subsequently covered up by the Church: a priest who 

regularly forced sex upon two boys simultaneously; the case 

RI�D�¿IWK�JUDGHU�ZKR�ZDV�PROHVWHG�LQ�WKH�FRQIHVVLRQDO�ERRWK��
that of another 15-year-old girl who was taken for an abortion 

by the same priest who had raped and impregnated her; and 

a priest who offered money to boys in exchange for acts of 

sadomasochism - the list is extensive.31

A worldwide scandal
Victims all around the world have reported cases of child 

sexual abuse by Catholic clerics. From Ireland to Kenya, from 

&RORPELD�WR�3RODQG��IURP�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�WR�WKH�3KLOLSSLQHV�
��QR�PDWWHU�ZKHUH�RQH�WXUQV��LW�LV�KDUG�WR�¿QG�D�FRXQWU\�ZKLFK�
KDV�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�&DWKROLF�SRSXODWLRQ�DQG�ZKHUH�WKHUH�KDYH�
not been serious allegations. And the pattern keeps repeating 

itself: Catholic priests who misuse their position of authority 

and regular contact with children.

Timeline of the revelations
:H�KDYH�EHHQ�XQDEOH�WR�DVFHUWDLQ�ZKHQ�WKH�¿UVW�FDVHV�RI�
sexual violence against children by Catholic priests were 

uncovered. In the light of what has become visible to date, 

it is fair to suggest that clerical sexual abuse is as old as the 

Church itself. Allegations of abuse in modern times have been 

prevalent since at least the 1950s. But such cases have drawn 

particular media and public attention in the past decade as 

revelations have grown and become the subject of worldwide 

academic studies, investigations and litigation.

In 2002, there were large scale revelations in the United 

States by investigative journalists’ reports that the 

Archdiocese of Boston had been covering up abuse by priests 

for years. Although the wider world’s attention turned to 

the sexual abuse scandal only at this point, alarm bells had 

been sounding for nearly two decades in many countries. 

In Lafayette/Louisiana, in 1984, a reverend had admitted 

to abusing 37 children. In 1989, a case came to light at an 

orphanage in Newfoundland/Canada. By the mid-1990s, 

about 40 clerics in Australia faced abuse allegations. In 1994, 

the Irish government was brought down when it failed to 

extradite an abusive priest.32 These revelations were soon 

IROORZHG�E\�D�QXPEHU�RI�RI¿FLDO�UHSRUWV��WKH�PRVW�SURPLQHQW�
of which came from the United States and Ireland.

—
There is simply no appropriate 
term to describe the personal 
implications inherent in any 
form of sexual abuse
—

* For the purpose of this report, we are referring to the Council of Europe Lanzarote 
Convention on the Protection of Children against Sexual Exploitation and Sexual Abuse, 
see: http://conventions.coe.int/Treaty/EN/treaties/Html/201.htm
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The importance of research reports
In 2004, the “John Jay Report”, which collated research 

on the problem of child abuse by Catholic clergy in the 

United States, was conducted by the John Jay College of 

Criminal Justice. It was commissioned and funded by the 

US Conference of Catholic Bishops and based on volunteer 

surveys completed by the Roman Catholic dioceses in 

the United States. The report stated that a total of 10,667 

individuals had accused 4,392 priests of sexually abusing 

minors between 1950 and 2002 across the United States. It 

also found that 22.6 per cent of the victims were aged ten or 

younger, 51 per cent were between the ages of 11 and 14, while 

27 per cent were aged 15 to 17.33

In Ireland, several major reports into allegations of sexual 

abuse by Irish clergy revealed the scale of abuse and secrecy 

in the Irish Catholic Church over many decades. These were 

the result of a range of measures introduced by the Irish 

government to investigate the extent of child abuse since 

1936. The “Commission to Inquire into Child Abuse”, also 

called the “Ryan Commission” after its chair, Justice Seán 

5\DQ��SXEOLVKHG�WKH�¿QGLQJV�RI�D�QLQH�\HDU�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�
in May 2009. The Commission primarily investigated child 

abuse - both sexual and physical - in Irish institutions for 

children, so-called “Reformatory and Industrial Schools” 

operated by Catholic Church orders. The report revealed that 

sexual abuse was “endemic” and a “culture of self-serving 

secrecy” reigned in institutions run by 18 religious orders 

throughout Ireland. More than 2,000 former pupils told 

the Commission that they had suffered physical and sexual 

DEXVH��%XW�WKH�&RPPLVVLRQ¶V�¿QGLQJV�ZHUH�QHYHU�XVHG�IRU�
criminal prosecutions because the Church successfully sued 

the commission in 2004 to keep the identities of all of its 

members secret.34

Later in 2009, the “Report of the Commission of Investigation 

into the Catholic Archdiocese of Dublin”, chaired by Judge 

Yvonne Murphy, was released. The “Murphy Report” found 

that between 1975 and 2004 four Dublin archbishops had 

effectively turned a blind eye to abuse cases. It concluded 

that “the Dublin Archdiocese’s preoccupations in dealing 

with cases of child sexual abuse, at least until the mid-

1990s, were the maintenance of secrecy, the avoidance of 

scandal, the protection of the reputation of the Church, 

and the preservation of its assets. All other considerations, 

including the welfare of children and justice for victims, 

were subordinated to these priorities. The Archdiocese did 

not implement its own canon law rules and did its best to 

avoid any application of the law of the State.”35 After the 

report was released, all Irish bishops were summoned to the 

Vatican to appear in person before the pope. Four bishops, 

who had been named in the report, subsequently handed in 

their resignations, but the pope accepted only two of them 

and told the others to remain in post.36 It was later exposed 

in a leaked diplomatic cable sent by the US Embassy in Rome 

in 2010 that the Vatican had been “offended by requests for 

information from the Murphy Commission, which they saw as 

an affront to Vatican sovereignty.”37

Reports were also commissioned in other countries: in 

Belgium, a Church-commissioned investigation led by a 

prominent psychiatrist found in September 2010 that sexual 

abuse of children had reached all parts of Belgium’s Roman 

Catholic Church, driving at least 13 victims to kill themselves. 

,W�OLVWHG�FOHULFDO�DEXVH�FDVHV�RYHU�¿YH�GHFDGHV�LQYROYLQJ�
around 500 victims and found that the 1950s to late 1980s 

had been a period of widespread abuse when priests had 

unfettered access to children and enjoyed great respect and 

trust among parents in Belgium, where Catholicism is the 

majority religion.38 

In the Netherlands, an independent inquiry into more than 

200 allegations of sexual abuse of children by priests reported 

in 2011 that tens of thousands of children had suffered 

sexual abuse within the Dutch Roman Catholic Church over 

PRUH�WKDQ�VL[�GHFDGHV��,W�LGHQWL¿HG�DERXW�����³SRVVLEOH�
perpetrators”.39 

In Germany��WKH�*HUPDQ�%LVKRSV¶�&RQIHUHQFH�FRQ¿UPHG�
in January 2013 that it had called off an academic study and 

ended cooperation with a criminological research institute 

which had been investigating sexual abuse cases committed 

by employees of the Catholic Church, citing a “lack of trust”.40 

In Switzerland, a commission set up by the Swiss Bishops’ 

Conference in 2002 investigated allegations of abuse 

involving the Catholic Church. Dozens of people came 

forward alleging abuse by Catholic priests.41

—
Several major reports into 
allegations of sexual abuse by 
Irish clergy revealed the scale 
of abuse and secrecy in the 
Irish Catholic Church over many 
decades
—
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In April 2012, the Victorian Government in Australia 

ODXQFKHG�D�3DUOLDPHQWDU\�,QTXLU\�LQWR�WKH�+DQGOLQJ�RI�&KLOG�
Abuse by Religious and Other Organisations.42 In response to 

the Inquiry, the Catholic Church of Victoria revealed that at 

least 620 children had been abused by clergy since the 1930s, 

and insurers of the Catholic Church said they have paid out 

A$30 million to about 600 victims of child sexual abuse 

in Victoria.43�7KH�¿QDO�UHSRUW�UHOHDVHG�LQ�1RYHPEHU������
revealed that the Catholic Church “trivialised the problem; 

contributed to abuse not being disclosed, or not being 

responded to at all prior to 1990; ensured that the Victorian 

community remained uninformed of the abuse; and ensured 

that perpetrators were not held accountable with the tragic 

result being that children continued to be abused by some 

religious personnel when it could have been avoided”.44 

In January 2013, a six-member Royal Commission was 

appointed to investigate Institutional Responses to Child 

Sexual Abuse in churches and other institutions.45 In 

December, the Catholic Archbishop of Brisbane told the Royal 

Commission of the Church’s “spectacular bungling” and 

“drastic failure” in dealing with a child sex abuse victim. The 

Brisbane Archdiocese has had 99 cases of child sex abuse and 

nine current matters, with $2.5 million in payments made to 

victims.46 An interim report from the Commission is expected 

to be released by June 2014.47

Obstruction by the Vatican
In some countries, such as Italy, efforts to uncover the scale 

RI�DEXVH�KDYH�EHHQ�REVWUXFWHG�E\�VSHFL¿F�9DWLFDQ�WUHDWLHV��
,W�LV�GLI¿FXOW�WR�REWDLQ�UHOLDEOH�VWDWLVWLFV�IRU�FOHULFDO�VH[XDO�
abuse in Italy because the government has a treaty with the 

9DWLFDQ�WKDW�JXDUDQWHHV�DUHDV�RI�LPPXQLW\�WR�9DWLFDQ�RI¿FLDOV��
including bishops and priests. An Italian lawyer for victims 

of abuse alleged in 2010 that there had been a cover up of 

clerical abuse in the country and that 130 allegations against 

priests had been reported in the media in the previous ten 

years.48

In Australia, in October 2013, police records revealed 

that the Catholic Church tried to strike an agreement with 

1HZ�6RXWK�:DOHV�3ROLFH�WKDW�ZRXOG�KDYH�KHOSHG�VKXW�GRZQ�
LQYHVWLJDWLRQV�LQWR�DOOHJHG�DEXVH�E\�SULHVWV��$�VHQLRU�RI¿FLDO�
with the Catholic Church said that an agreement with the 

SROLFH�ZDV�LQ�IDFW�RSHUDWLRQDO��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�*UHHQV�03�'DYLG�
Shoebridge, “[i]t’s likely that hundreds [of cases], if not more 

than that were processed through this [agreement], and 

processed in a way that didn’t protect victims, didn’t assist 

the police in prosecution for crimes, but protected the good 

name of the Church and effectively prevented the police from 

getting the key evidence to prosecute any accused priest”.49

—
It is difficult to obtain reliable 
statistics for clerical sexual 
abuse in Italy because the 
government has a treaty with 
the Vatican that guarantees 
areas of immunity to Vatican 
officials
—
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WORLDWIDE EFFORTS
TO ESTABLISH
ACCOUNTABILITY
OF CATHOLIC CLERGY
FOR CHILD ABUSE
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1. Accountability through litigation

Efforts to hold Catholic clerics to account for the sexual 

abuse of children have been creative and manifold. They 

have included civil damages claims which have resulted in 

huge payouts by dioceses to victims; criminal prosecutions of 

individual clerics; employment law claims against dioceses 

under the concept of ‘vicarious liability’; and complaints to 

WKH�2I¿FH�RI�WKH�3URVHFXWRU�DW�WKH�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�&ULPLQDO�
Court.

Allegations of child abuse that ended in civil or criminal 

litigation can be found on every continent, but to varying 

degrees. In North America and Europe in particular, 

various legal avenues have been pursued to hold the Church 

accountable for sexual abuse. While some states have been 

the setting for legal challenges against the Church, examples 

of litigation in other countries and regions -  especially 

eastern Europe, parts of Asia, the African continent and in 

some Latin American countries are scarce. The lack of legal 

challenges in certain parts of the world provides scope for 

future advocacy and accountability efforts by victims and 

interest groups.

However, most survivors of sexual abuse by Catholic clergy 

DUH�XQOLNHO\�WR�HYHU�¿OH�D�FULPLQDO�RU�FLYLO�FRPSODLQW��7KHUH�
are two main reasons for this: statutes of limitations - the 

OHJDOO\�GH¿QHG�WLPHIUDPH�GXULQJ�ZKLFK�D�FDVH�FDQ�EH�EURXJKW�
after abuse occurred - often do not take into account the 

VSHFLDO�GLI¿FXOWLHV�IRU�FKLOG�YLFWLPV�LQ�FRPLQJ�IRUZDUG�GXULQJ�
their childhood. Secondly, many survivors are told by their 

abuser that they are the only victims and as a result, many 

VXUYLYRUV�¿UVW�KDYH�WR�RYHUFRPH�IHHOLQJV�RI�LVRODWLRQ�EHIRUH�
they can come forward.50

The next chapter describes legal actions against the Catholic 

Church, its institutions and individual priests. It is by no 

means a comprehensive compilation, but rather a collection 

of cases chosen to shed light on different accountability 

approaches and to identify the need for further advocacy. 

Examples from different jurisdictions are employed for 

illustration purposes.

2. Civil claims for damages and settlements

Compensation for victims
Civil claims for damages for sexual abuse of children by 

members of the clergy have resulted in compensation 

judgements as well as in large scale settlements between 

victims and Catholic dioceses - especially in countries 

where there have been in-depth studies of abuse. Increased 

awareness of the scale of the abuse has encouraged 

growing numbers of victims to come forward and demand 

compensation. Such lawsuits are generally based on a breach 

or neglect of duty by the perpetrator - in child sexual abuse 

cases the duty to “supervise” the child. However, it must be 

emphasised that compensation settlements have only been 

secured in a very small minority of the known substantiated 

cases of clerical abuse.

United States
Several dioceses in the United States have been at the 

forefront of civil settlements over child abuse cases. These 

cases have resulted in large payouts to victims and their 

IDPLOLHV��7KH�$VVRFLDWHG�3UHVV�HVWLPDWHV�WKDW�WKH�VHWWOHPHQWV�
of sexual abuse cases from 1950 to 2007 total more than 

$2 billion.51 BishopAccountability, an online information 

SODWIRUP�RQ�WKH�DEXVH�VFDQGDO�LQ�WKH�86��SXWV�WKH�¿JXUH�DW�
more than $3 billion up to 2012.52 Settlements involving 

5,679 people alleging sexual abuse by Catholic clergy were 

documented in the US by BishopAccountability up to 2009. 

But these victims only represent one third of the 15,235 

allegations that US bishops say they have received, and only 

¿YH�SHU�FHQW�RI�WKH���������86�YLFWLPV�HVWLPDWHG�LQ�D������
study.53

7KH�'LRFHVHV�RI�3RUWODQG�LQ�2UHJRQ��7XFVRQ�LQ�$UL]RQD��
Spokane in Washington, Davenport in Iowa, Fairbanks in 

Arkansas, San Diego in California, Wilmington in North 

&DUROLQD�DQG�0LOZDXNHH�LQ�:LVFRQVLQ�KDYH�DOO�¿OHG�IRU�
bankruptcy as a result of compensation paid to victims.54 By 

far the biggest payout in the Church’s sexual abuse scandal was 

made by the nation’s largest Catholic Archdiocese - that of Los 

Angeles - which settled its clerical sexual abuse cases for $660 

million in 2007.55 Recently, in March 2013, the Archdiocese 

of Los Angeles, its former leader and a former priest agreed 

to further pay a total of nearly $10 million to settle four 

child sexual abuse cases brought against them.56 Another 

American archdiocese which has been particularly affected 

by settlements is the Archdiocese of Boston. In September 

2003, it agreed to pay $85 million to settle more than 500 

FLYLO�VXLWV�DFFXVLQJ�SULHVWV�RI�VH[XDO�DEXVH�DQG�&KXUFK�RI¿FLDOV�
of concealment.57 Subsequently, the Archdiocese of Boston 

announced plans to sell a large part of its headquarters 

complex, including the archbishop’s ornate residence, for more 

than $100 million to allow the archdiocese to pay off loans it 

KDG�UDLVHG�WR�¿QDQFH�LWV�VH[XDO�DEXVH�VHWWOHPHQWV�58
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The problem with settlements
There is an inherent problem with the idea of settlements 

in that there is generally no admission of wrongdoing. 

This means that perpetrators can prevent their crimes 

from becoming public, avoid trials and circumvent the 

disclosure of internal documents. This was the case in the 

latest settlement made by the Archdiocese of Los Angeles 

(described above), which was approved by a judge in early 

2013. The case was settled before it went to trial and as 

part of the settlement, none of the parties admitted any 

wrongdoing.59

Alternative paths to compensation
In addition, compensation has been awarded to victims by 

criminal courts in many parts of the world. In a large number 

of cases, compensation was granted by the courts following a 

criminal conviction of the abusive priest or by way of a civil 

lawsuit parallel to criminal proceedings. In an example from 

the Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle, part of the Archdiocese 

of Sydney - denounced by some as the “epicentre of Catholic 

clerical sexual abuse in Australia”60 because of several priests 

with extensive abuse records - one Father and convicted 

abuser, Vincent Ryan, was ordered to pay $6 million in 

compensation to his victims in 2010 - the largest payout yet 

by the Catholic Church in Australia.61

Compensation has also been awarded to victims through 

non-legal processes, such as by church commissions and 

mediation bodies. In front of an arbitration commission - a 

body assigned to achieve settlement between disputing 

parties - of the Belgian parliament, for example, the Belgian 

Catholic Church agreed to compensate victims of abuse. By 

July 2013, the commission had conciliated 168 cases of abuse 

and administered a total of €850,000 in compensation.62 

In 2011, the German Bishops’ Conference announced a 

standardised compensation of €5,000 to be paid to all victims 

of clerical abuse by the German Catholic Church.63

3. Criminal prosecutions and limitation periods

Individual accountability
Criminal prosecutions of clerics who abuse children 

have been widely used to hold individual perpetrators 

accountable for their crimes. However, victims have had to 

RYHUFRPH�PDQ\�REVWDFOHV�LQ�¿OLQJ�FULPLQDO�FRPSODLQWV��IURP�
limitation periods to active institutional attempts to prevent 

prosecutions. The following examples provide an overview 

of countries where there have been a considerable number of 

criminal prosecutions of Catholic priests for sexual violence 

against children.

United States
�� A former secretary for clergy of the Archdiocese of 

3KLODGHOSKLD��0RQVLJQRU�:LOOLDP�/\QQ��LQ�-XO\������
EHFDPH�WKH�¿UVW�KLJK�UDQNLQJ�&KXUFK�RI¿FLDO�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�
States to be convicted of failing to protect children from 

WKH�SRVVLELOLW\�RI�DEXVH��$V�WKH�RI¿FLDO�LQ�FKDUJH�RI�KDQGOLQJ�
abuse complaints in the archdiocese, he had reassigned 

known abusers to new parishes instead of preventing any 

further contact with children. He was sentenced to three to 

six years’ imprisonment.64 

�� Soon after, in September 2012, Robert W. Finn, a bishop in 

Kansas was found guilty of failing to report suspected child 

DEXVH��EHFRPLQJ�WKH�¿UVW�$PHULFDQ�ELVKRS�LQ�WKH�GHFDGHV�
long sexual abuse scandal to be convicted of shielding an 

abusive priest. He was sentenced to two years’ probation 

for failing to report a priest who had taken hundreds of 

pornographic pictures involving the abuse of young girls.65 

�� Other convictions in the United States include the 

VHQWHQFLQJ�RI�D�SULHVW��-DPHV�5��3RUWHU��WR����WR����\HDUV�
LQ�SULVRQ�LQ������IRU�LQÀLFWLQJ�VH[XDO�DEXVH�RQ�RYHU����
children in the 1960s in Massachusetts.66 

�� $QRWKHU�SULHVW��WKH�5HY��(GZDUG�$��3LSDOD��ZKR�SOHDGHG�
guilty to having sexually abused members of a parish 

boys’ club from 1983 to 1991 was sentenced to eight years 

in prison in 1994, the maximum sentence allowed under 

a plea agreement worked out with the United States 

$WWRUQH\¶V�RI¿FH�67 

�� A retired priest, the Rev. Louis E. Miller, at the centre of 

the sexual abuse scandal in the Louisville Archdiocese in 

Kentucky was sentenced to the maximum of 20 years in 

prison for decades of sexual misconduct against children in 

2003.68 

�� $�GHIURFNHG�SULHVW��3DXO�5��6KDQOH\��ZKR�KDG�EHHQ�DW�WKH�
centre of the sexual abuse crisis in the Catholic Church 

in Boston was sentenced to 12 to 15 years’ imprisonment 

in 2010 for raping a boy over several years in the church 

where he served as pastor.69

—
There is an inherent problem 
with the idea of settlements 
in that there is generally no 
admission of wrongdoing
—
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France
A number of priests have been sentenced for rape and sexual 

DVVDXOW�RI�FKLOGUHQ�LQ�)UDQFH�DFURVV�WKH�$UFKGLRFHVH�RI�3DULV��
the Diocese of Meaux, the Archdiocese of Rouen, the Diocese 

of Evreux and the Archdiocese of Besançon.70 Among other 

cases, 

�� A French priest, François Lefort, was sentenced to eight 

years in prison for abuse while working as a doctor in an 

orphanage in Senegal.71 

�� A Canadian priest, Denis Vadeboncœur, was sentenced 

to 12 years’ imprisonment for rape and sexual abuse of a 

minor between 1989 and 1992. The priest had previously 

been sentenced for similar offences in Canada. Despite the 

fact that the local bishop knew about his previous sentence, 

he was appointed as a priest in France where he abused a 

boy. The bishop was heard as a witness but was not charged 

himself for concealment.72 

�� A priest, René Bissey, received an 18-year sentence for 

abuse and rape of 12 children between 1985 and 1996. This 

ZDV�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�WKDW�WKH�&KXUFK�ZDV�DFFXVHG�RI�KDYLQJ�
concealed abuse and the local bishop was sentenced.73 

�� Henri le Bras, a priest who abused a boy between 1995 

and 1998, was sentenced to 10 years’ imprisonment which 

PDUNHG�WKH�¿UVW�DEXVH�FDVH�LQ�)UDQFH�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH�&KXUFK�
joined the action as “partie civile” along with the victim 

in support of his claim against the priest who had abused 

him.74 

Germany
There have been many allegations of child abuse made 

against Catholic priests in Germany. Several clerics have 

been convicted and received prison sentences. In 2010, the 

German media reported that more than 94 clerics and laymen 

had so far been investigated over sexual abuse allegations 

since 1995, but that only 30 had actually been prosecuted 

because of statutes of limitations.76 The Catholic Church in 

Germany then set up a sexual abuse hotline and received 

8,500 calls in the space of just two years. The line has now 

been shut down.77

United Kingdom
Numerous clerics have been convicted and imprisoned 

for sexually abusing children across the United Kingdom 

Archdioceses of Southwark, Cardiff, Middlesbrough and 

Birmingham.

�� 3ULHVW�:LOOLDP�0DQDKDQ�ZDV�FRQYLFWHG�RI�DEXVLQJ�ER\V�LQ�
his private Catholic preparatory school during the 1970s78. 

$�IRUPHU�%HQHGLFWLQH�PRQN��3DXO�&RXFK�ZKR�KDG�WDXJKW�
at the same school was sentenced to ten years and nine 

months for a number of sexual offences.79 

�� The former principal of St. William’s School owned by the 

Diocese of Middlesbrough, James Carragher, was jailed for 

14 years in 2004 for abusing boys in his care over a 20-year 

period.80 

�� Father Alexander Bede Walsh was sentenced to 22 years in 

prison in 2012 for serious sexual offences against boys. He 

was alleged to have used religion to control his victims.81 

�� When a priest in the Midlands, James Robinson, was 

accused of child abuse, the English Catholic Church did not 

hinder him from escaping to the United States, although 

the allegations against him were known, and continuously 

paid him up to £800 subsistence per month. He remained 

free for over 20 years until he was extradited to the United 

Kingdom to face charges and received a 21-year prison 

sentence for multiple sexual offences against children.82

—
When a priest in the Midlands 
was accused of child abuse, 
the English Catholic Church did 
not hinder him from escaping 
to the US
—
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Belgium
Clerics have been convicted of sexual abuse of minors and 

received prison sentences of up to 30 years throughout the 

Belgian Archdiocese of Mechelen-Brussels. Among other 

cases, 

�� André Vanderlyn, a priest in Brussels, was arrested in 1997 

on charges of rape of a minor and later confessed to seven 

other cases of rape between 1968 and 1997.83 

�� In 2000, André Louis, a former parish priest from Namur 

was sentenced to 30 years’ imprisonment for the rape of 26 

children over a long period of time.84 

�� A priest known only as Jef V.d.O was convicted in 2003 for 

the rape of three boys, who had been abused since 1982.85 

�� In Bruges, a Brother Luc D. was sentenced to 10 years’ 

imprisonment in 2005 for the sexual abuse of 20 mentally 

disabled children over a period of 16 years.86 

�� In 2008, Robert Borremans, a parish priest was sentenced 

WR�¿YH�\HDUV�LQ�SULVRQ�IRU�VH[XDOO\�DEXVLQJ�D�ER\�IURP������
to 2001 and was removed from priesthood or “defrocked” 

as a consequence after having previously been convicted of 

indecent exposure.87 

�� In 2009, a priest Bruno Vos was sentenced to seven 

years’ imprisonment for sexually abusing four minors 

and possession of pornography involving images of child 

abuse.88

Italy
$V�SUHYLRXVO\�PHQWLRQHG��LW�LV�GLI¿FXOW�WR�REWDLQ�VWDWLVWLFV�IRU�
clerical sexual abuse in Italy because the Italian government’s 

treaty with the Vatican guarantees areas of immunity from 

SURVHFXWLRQ�WR�9DWLFDQ�RI¿FLDOV��LQFOXGLQJ�ELVKRSV�DQG�
priests. An Italian lawyer who investigated 130 cases of 

clerical sexual abuse in Italy in the last ten years found that 

none of these cases had been taken to the police by the local 

bishop.89 

�� 3LHULQR�*HOPLQL��D�IRUPHU�SULHVW��ZDV�FKDUJHG�ZLWK�VH[XDO�
abuse in 2010. He was alleged to have abused 12 young 

people at a drug rehabilitation centre which he founded. 

�� In the Archdiocese of Venice, 67 former pupils of the 

$QWRQLR�3URYROR�,QVWLWXWH�IRU�WKH�'HDI�LQ�9HURQD�DFFXVHG�
24 priests, brothers and lay religious men of sexual abuse 

and corporal punishment.90

Spain
�� In May 2013: Investigations began into an alleged case of 

sexual abuse by the director of a seminary in Castellón and 

of a school belonging to the diocese of Segorbe-Castellón. 

His name has not been publicly disclosed. In this case, the 

victim was not under 18; but reports of abuse within this 

diocese emerged in 2010. The then abusive priest, who 

belongs to the Carmelite Order, was never publicly named. 

He was transferred to northern Spain and banned from 

being along with children.  The diocese passed on details 

RI�WKH�VXVSHFWHG�FDVH�WR�WKH�3XEOLF�3URVHFXWRU¶V�2I¿FH�RI�
the Valencia regional High Court, but so far no charges are 

known to have been brought. Though it is not clear if the 

alleged victims of abuse were children.91

�� In December 2013: Catholic priest, Florencia Garces, aged 

����LV�DUUHVWHG�LQ�'HFHPEHU������DQG�FKDUJHG�ZLWK�¿YH�
crimes, including sexual abuse.92  

�� In June 2013, Manuel Ortiz, a Franciscan priest, was set to 

stand trial over physical and sexual abuse of residents at a 

care home for people with disabilities in Córdoba. Another 

Franciscan priest has also been charged with abuse, as have 

D�QXPEHU�RI�OD\�ZRUNHUV��$EXVH�DW�WKH�FHQWUH�¿UVW�HPHUJHG�
PLG�������$FFRUGLQJ�WR�PHGLD�UHSRUWV��WKLV�ZDV�¿UVW�
Catholic abuse case to become public in Spain.93

�� $�&DWKROLF�SULHVW��3HUH�%DUFHOy��LV�IDFLQJ�FULPLQDO�FKDUJHV�
for sexually abusing three women when they were children 

in the late 1990s, which could lead to a prison term of up to 

18 years. The Church allegedly covered up the complaint, 

and reprimanded the boy who witnessed the abuse of one 

RI�WKH�JLUOV��,W�ZDV�QRW�XQWLO������WKDW�WKH�&KXUFK�¿QDOO\�
launched an internal investigation, and in 2013 expelled 

the priest.94 
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Australia
In Australia, allegations of child sexual abuse surfaced in 

the Catholic Church during the late 1990s and early 2000s. 

Research suggests there have been over 100 cases of Catholic 

priests charged with sexual offences against children, as well 

as others involving non-custodial sentences and inconclusive 

proceedings95, and several government inquiries have been 

launched to investigate the Church’s handling of child sexual 

DEXVH�FDVHV��3URPLQHQW�FDVHV�DQG�NH\�¿QGLQJV�LQFOXGH�
�� In November 2013, former Catholic priest Gerald Ridsdale, 

who has spent most of the past 20 years in prison for sexual 

offences against 40 children in western Victoria between 

1961 and 1987, pleaded guilty to 30 new offences against 14 

victims. He is due to be sentenced.96

�� Former Catholic priest Michael Glennon was convicted 

¿YH�WLPHV�RI�VH[XDOO\�DEXVLQJ����FKLOGUHQ�LQ�FDVHV�VSDQQLQJ�
25 years. He was serving a minimum 10 and a half year 

sentence when he died in a Victorian prison in January 

2014.97

�� In 2011, Christian Brother Robert Best was convicted of 

27 sexual offences committed against 11 boys in Ballarat, 

Box Hill and Geelong in Victoria over 20 years, and was 

sentenced to 14 years and nine months’ imprisonment.98

�� In 2010, Christian Brother Gerard Byrnes pleaded guilty to 

44 sexual abuse charges involving 13 girls aged nine or 10 

at a Catholic school in Toowoomba, Queensland, including 

10 counts of raping a child under 12, and was sentenced to 

10 years’ imprisonment. He was the school’s designated 

³FKLOG�SURWHFWLRQ�RI¿FHU´�99

�� In December 2013, former Catholic priest Finian Egan was 

sentenced to four years’ imprisonment for indecent assault 

and rape committed against three girls aged 10 to 17 in a 

Catholic boarding school in Sydney between 1961 and 1987. 

The Catholic Church had allowed him to continue working 

IRU�¿YH�GHFDGHV�GHVSLWH�FRPSODLQWV�PDGH�E\�YLFWLPV�100

�� There have been several criminal charges, convictions, 

settlements and victims’ compensation payments related 

to sexual abuse by Catholic priests at Salesian College, 

Rupertswood in Victoria, including:

 - In 2013, former priest and vice principal David 

Rapson was sentenced to 13 years’ imprisonment for 

the sexual abuse of eight boys during the 1970s.101

 - In 2013, former priest and principal Frank Klep 

pleaded guilty to sexually assaulting 14 boys during 

WKH�����V�DQG�����V��3URVHFXWRUV�ZLWKGUHZ�DQRWKHU�
22 charges against him. He had previously been twice 

convicted of indecently assaulting boys and sentenced 

WR�LPSULVRQPHQW�IRU�WKUHH�PRQWKV�LQ������DQG�¿YH�
years and 10 months in 2005, and had travelled 

to Samoa to teach students despite new abuse 

allegations. He faces a pre-sentence hearing in April.102

 - In 2013, former priest and principal Julian Fox was 

charged with 10 offences relating to assaults against 

students between 1976 and 1985, including buggery, 

indecent assault and common law assault. He had 

previously moved to Fiji and then Rome following 

abuse accusations. He is scheduled to face court 

proceedings in 2014.103

—
(In Australia) Research suggests 
there have been over 100 cases 
of Catholic priests charged with 
sexual offences against children, 
as well as others involving 
non-custodial sentences and 
inconclusive proceedings
—
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Argentina
Most convictions of clerics for child sexual abuse in Latin 

America appear to have been reported in Argentina. 

�� In 1994, the Vatican ordered an investigation into reports 

of abuse by an Argentinian archbishop against children, but 

LQYHVWLJDWLRQV�ZHUH�GURSSHG�IROORZLQJ�D�YLVLW�E\�-RKQ�3DXO�,,��
�� In 2004, a priest Luis Eduardo Sierra was sentenced to just 

under eight years’ imprisonment for repeated aggravated 

sexual abuse of three altar boys. But he did not go to prison 

and instead was placed under house arrest with an ankle 

monitor.104 

�� 7KH�¿UVW�SULHVW�WR�EH�LPSULVRQHG�IRU�DEXVH�LQ�$UJHQWLQD��
Mario Napoleón Sasso, was sentenced in 2007 to 17 years 

IRU�DEXVLQJ�¿YH�JLUOV�DJHG����WR����EHWZHHQ������DQG������
in the community soup kitchen which he ran. The case also 

revealed alleged concealment by two other priests who 

NQHZ�DERXW�WKH�SULHVW¶V�DEXVLYH�KLVWRU\��ZKLFK�KDG�¿UVW�
been reported in 1994.105

�� Also in 2007, a priest Juan Antonio Mercau, was sentenced 

to 14 years in prison for corrupting and sexually abusing 

minors.106 

�� In 2012, a priest Estanislao Chomin, was sentenced to four 

years’ imprisonment for abusing a four-year-old girl in 

2003 and was held under house arrest on account of his 

age (72 at the time of sentencing).107 

�� In 2009, Julio César Grassi was sentenced to 15 years’ 

imprisonment for the corruption and sexual abuse of 

minors in 1996 while working at the Happy Children’s 

Foundation. The sentence was upheld in September 2013 

by the Buenos Aires Supreme Court.108 

�� Also in 2009, Edgardo Gabriel Storni, a former archbishop, 

was sentenced to eight years’ imprisonment, the minimum 

term, for sexually abusing a child in 1992. The sentence 

was served under house arrest on account of his age (70 

at the time of sentencing). In 2011, the Criminal Chamber 

RI�WKH�3URYLQFH�RI�6DQWD�)H�RUGHUHG�WKH�DQQXOPHQW�RI�WKH�
judgement. A book describing the abuse provoked more 

victims to come forward. A fellow priest who had given 

evidence against the archbishop received death threats 

from other priests and was forced to retract his evidence.109 

Chile
In a number of Chilean cases, priests were removed from 

RI¿FH�E\�WKH�&KXUFK�LWVHOI�DIWHU�DOOHJDWLRQV�DURVH��EXW�ZHUH�
not reported to civil authorities for prosecution. In 2008, the 

&DWKROLF�&KXUFK�LQ�&KLOH�FRQ¿UPHG�WKDW�WKHUH�KDG�EHHQ����
DOOHJHG�RU�FRQ¿UPHG�FDVHV�RI�FKLOG�DEXVH�E\�SULHVWV��EXW�ZH�
KDYH�QRW�EHHQ�DEOH�WR�FRQ¿UP�ZKHWKHU�DOO�RI�WKHVH�ZHQW�WR�
court.110 

�� José Antonio Aguirre, a priest, was convicted in 2003 of 

sexually abusing nine children between 1998 and 2002.111 

�� In 2011, a priest Ricardo Muñoz Quintero was sentenced to 

10 years’ imprisonment for sexual exploitation of children, 

having paid teenagers for sex in motels, and for possessing 

child abuse images.112 

�� In 2002, bishop Francisco José Cox Huneeus, was 

ordered by the Church to retreat from pastoral life for 

“inappropriate behaviour” and made to go into seclusion in 

a German monastery.113 

�� In 2011, a priest Fernando Karadima was investigated by 

the Holy See for the alleged abuse of three boys and found 

guilty. Because of his age at the time (81), he was ordered to 

“retire into a life of prayer and penitence” or face dismissal 

from the clergy.114

—
In a number of Chilean cases, priests were removed 
from office by the Church itself after allegations arose, 
but were not reported to civil authorities for prosecution
—
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Prosecution does not necessarily prevent further 
abuse
Even in countries where criminal prosecutions have been 

pursued, this has not always succeeded in preventing 

offenders from abusing again. We have found reports of 

several cases in which priests were reassigned to work with 

children after their criminal sentence for sexual abuse of 

children had expired and went on to abuse children again, 

two of them in Germany. In the Archdiocese of Munich and 

Freising, one case was mishandled while Joseph Ratzinger 

�WKH�IXWXUH�3RSH�%HQHGLFW�;9,��ZDV�$UFKELVKRS�RI�0XQLFK��
A Father who had already been convicted of sexual abuse 

was sent to Munich by Ratzinger to undergo therapy. Despite 

his record, he was reassigned to work in the area of pastoral 

care where he abused again. In June 1986, he was convicted 

RI�VH[XDOO\�DEXVLQJ�PLQRUV��¿QHG�'0������DQG�JLYHQ�DQ�
18-month suspended sentence. Nonetheless, he continued 

to serve as a priest in a variety of parishes in Bavaria, 

Germany.115 In the Diocese of Regensburg, a parish priest 

was convicted of sexually abusing minors in 2008; he had 

previously been convicted, sentenced to prison and ordered to 

pay damages for multiple abuse of a minor in 2000.116

Extension of limitation periods
Many cases have been barred from making it to court by 

limitation periods on criminal prosecutions and civil claims. 

In order to improve protection of the rights of victims of 

child abuse, some countries have adjusted and extended their 

laws on limitation periods. Germany extended its civil and 

criminal limitation periods through legislation in 2013.117 

Several legislatures in the United States have also considered 

bills to extend limitation periods in relation to sexual abuse, 

including Ohio118, Indiana119, Florida120 and California121.

Courts in the UK, meanwhile, have reinterpreted the law on 

limitation periods for civil claims, allowing victims of sexual 

DEXVH�WR�EULQJ�FODLPV�EH\RQG�WKH�SUHYLRXV�GHDGOLQH�IRU�¿OLQJ�

D�FDVH��3ULRU�WR�������D�FLYLO�FODLP�IRU�GDPDJHV�IRU�SHUVRQDO�
LQMXU\�FDXVHG�E\�VH[XDO�DVVDXOW�KDG�WR�EH�¿OHG�ZLWKLQ�VL[�\HDUV�
of the last act of abuse122, but since a House of Lords ruling 

that year, the basic limitation period is three years, but this 

SHULRG�FDQ�EH�H[WHQGHG�ZKHUH�WKH�LQMXU\�LV�VXI¿FLHQWO\�VHULRXV�
to justify proceedings.123 The courts, therefore, now have 

discretion to hear civil cases on sexual abuse that they were 

previously barred from considering.

4. Legal challenges to Catholic Church 
institutions for abuse by individual priests

In various instances of child sexual abuse worldwide, victims 

have sought to hold Church institutions, especially dioceses 

and teaching institutes, liable for abuse by individual priests. 

In some countries, liability was argued under the concept 

of vicarious liability, i.e. the employment nature of clerics’ 

DI¿OLDWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�&KXUFK�

The Supreme Court of Canada ruled in 2004 that the 

Canadian Catholic Church was responsible under this concept 

for sexual abuse by its priests. In Doe v. Bennett, a priest 

abuse case in Newfoundland, the court held that the Church 

was responsible because of the power and authority over 

parishioners that the Church afforded to its priests.124 The 

decision has since been applied to further abuse cases by the 

Supreme Court of Newfoundland and Labrador.125

In the United Kingdom, the Supreme Court recently 

ruled twice in favour of vicarious liability of dioceses for 

crimes committed by priests and nuns. Commentators have 

suggested these judgements are ground-breaking as they 

broaden the traditional vicarious liability of organisations, 

ZKLFK�KDG�VR�IDU�PRVWO\�EHHQ�FRQ¿QHG�WR�WKH�HPSOR\HU�
employee relationship, to include relationships “akin to 

employment”.126

�� In 2012, a Catholic teaching institute was held liable for 

alleged physical and sexual abuse of 170 former pupils 

at a former boys’ school in Yorkshire. The De La Salle 

Brotherhood, which provided most of the school staff, was 

found vicariously liable for a £8 million compensation 

claim along with the Diocese of Middlesbrough, which 

owned the school, for the torts committed by a priest.127 

�� Similarly, in a subsequent 2013 judgement, the Supreme 

&RXUW�UHIXVHG�WKH�'LRFHVH�RI�3RUWVPRXWK�SHUPLVVLRQ�WR�
appeal a decision by the Court of Appeal128 which had held 

that the diocese was vicariously liable and so had a duty to 

FRPSHQVDWH�D�\RXQJ�JLUO�IRU�DOOHJHG�EHDWLQJV�LQÀLFWHG�E\�D�
nun and sexual abuse perpetrated by a priest in the 1970s – 

if the facts of the abuse were established.129 

—
We have found reports of  
several cases in which priests 
were reassigned to work with 
children after their criminal 
sentence for sexual abuse of 
children had expired
—
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Lord Phillips, UK Supreme Court Judgment,  
21 November 2012:
“Living cloistered on the school premises were vulnerable 

boys. They were triply vulnerable. They were vulnerable 

because they were children in a school; they were 

vulnerable because they were virtually prisoners in the 

school; and they were vulnerable because their personal 

histories made it even less likely that if they attempted 

to disclose what was happening to them they would be 

believed. The brother teachers were placed in the school 

to care for the educational and religious needs of these 

pupils. Abusing the boys in their care was diametrically 

opposed to those objectives but, paradoxically, that very 

fact was one of the factors that provided the necessary 

close connection between the abuse and the relationship 

between the brothers and the Institute that gives rise to 

vicarious liability on the part of the latter. 

[...] This is not a borderline case. It is one where it is 

fair, just and reasonable, by reason of the satisfaction of 

the relevant criteria, for the Institute to share with the 

Middlesbrough Defendants vicarious liability for the 

abuse committed by the brothers.”130

,Q�$SULO�������IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�LQ�Argentina, a diocese 

was held accountable for abuse by an individual priest and 

ordered to pay $155,000 in reparations for the rape of a 

15-year-old boy in 2002 by a priest, who had died of AIDS in 

2005.131

,Q�WKH�¿UVW�FDVH�RI�LWV�NLQG�LQ�Colombia, a court ordered a 

diocese in 2011 to pay two child victims reparations for abuse 

suffered at the hands of a priest who was sentenced to 18 

years’ imprisonment, but the diocese refused saying it should 

not be held accountable for the actions of individual priests. It 

also alleged that it would have to sell some of its land in order 

to be able to compensate the victims.132

Conversely, in a challenge against the institution of the 

Vatican itself in a case in Oregon, United States, in 2012 

based on employment law, no liability was established. The 

ODZVXLW��¿OHG�LQ�������FODLPHG�WKDW�WKH�+RO\�6HH�ZDV�OLDEOH�
for transferring an abusive priest from Ireland to Chicago 

DQG�WKHQ�WR�3RUWODQG��2UHJRQ��HYHQ�WKRXJK�WKH�&KXUFK�NQHZ�
that he had a history of sexual abuse. The lawsuit sought to 

show that all priests are employees of the Vatican, in that the 

Holy See is the composite of the authority, jurisdiction and 

sovereignty vested in the pope and his delegated advisers to 

direct the worldwide Roman Catholic Church. Yet, the judge 

ruled that the facts of the case did not establish an employer-

employee relationship.133

5. Submission to the Office of the Prosecutor at 
the International Criminal Court

In September 2011, in an attempt to spur prosecutions of 

high-ranking Catholic leaders for sheltering abusive priests, 

a survivor-led support group for victims of sexual abuse 

by members of the clergy, the Survivors Network of those 

$EXVHG�E\�3ULHVWV��61$3���IRUPDOO\�XUJHG�WKH�SURVHFXWRU�DW�
the International Criminal Court (ICC) to investigate the Holy 

See for crimes against humanity. Represented by lawyers 

from the human rights organisation Center for Constitutional 

5LJKWV��&&5���61$3�¿OHG�D�GHWDLOHG�FRPSODLQW�FKDUJLQJ�WKDW�
9DWLFDQ�RI¿FLDOV�WROHUDWHG�DQG�HQDEOHG�WKH�V\VWHPDWLF�DQG�
widespread concealment of sexual violence around the world. 

Together with the complaint, more than 22,000 pages of 

evidence of the crimes committed by Catholic clergy against 

children and vulnerable adults were submitted.134

7KH�FRPSODLQW�QDPHG�3RSH�%HQHGLFW�;9,��SDUWO\�LQ�KLV�
former role as leader of the Vatican’s Congregation for the 

Doctrine of the Faith, which since 2001 had responsibility 

for overseeing abuse cases, Cardinal William Levada, who 

DW�WKH�WLPH�RI�WKH�VXEPLVVLRQ�KHDGHG�WKDW�RI¿FH��&DUGLQDO�
Angelo Sodano, who was the Vatican Secretary of State under 

3RSH�-RKQ�3DXO�,,��DQG�&DUGLQDO�7DUFLVLR�%HUWRQH��ZKR�WKHQ�
held that post, alleging their criminal responsibility under 

the concept of superior responsibility as well as for their 

individual roles in aiding and abetting these crimes. 

Lawyers for the victims equated the abuse with rape, sexual 

violence and torture, which are considered crimes against 

humanity in the Rome Statute – the international treaty that 

sets out the Court’s mandate. The complaint also accused 

9DWLFDQ�RI¿FLDOV�RI�FUHDWLQJ�SROLFLHV�WKDW�SHUSHWXDWHG�WKH�
damage and of therefore engaging in an attack against a 

civilian population.135

The case faced several hurdles from the outset as, for 

example, the Holy See is not a Member State of the Court and 

therefore the prosecutor at the ICC does not have automatic 

jurisdiction. However, the complaint listed allegations of 

abuse in countries around the world, many of which do 

recognise the Court’s jurisdiction. Lawyers for CCR argued 

that no other national entity existed which could prosecute 

KLJK�OHYHO�9DWLFDQ�RI¿FLDOV�IRU�IDLOLQJ�WR�SURWHFW�FKLOGUHQ��$W�
that point, the prosecutor at the ICC had already received 

more than 9,000 independent proposals for inquiries into 

various crimes since 2002 when the Court was created as the 

world’s only permanent international criminal tribunal, and 

has never opened a formal investigation based solely on such 

a request.136
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In June 2013, the prosecutor rejected the request on the basis 

of lack of jurisdiction, adding that it could only investigate 

“the most serious crimes of concern to the international 

community as a whole, namely genocide, crimes against 

humanity and war crimes” and that some of the allegations 

in the complaint fell outside this remit. In addition, the case 

did not appear to meet the Court’s limitation period as it may 

only prosecute crimes committed after it was constituted in 

July 2002. Even though the cases submitted by CCR on behalf 

of the victims involved mostly recent allegations, some of the 

supporting material pre-dated 2002. 

1RQHWKHOHVV��WKH�2I¿FH�RI�WKH�3URVHFXWRU�UHSOLHG�WKDW�³WKH�
decision not to proceed may be reconsidered in the light 

of new facts or information” in the future and suggested 

that the cases could be brought to “appropriate national or 

international authorities”. Many observers had anticipated 

this outcome, but the plaintiffs still rated their submission 

worthwhile as it had motivated abuse victims from more than 

70 countries to step forward after hearing about the case 

being taken to the International Criminal Court and enabled 

them to gain a “whole different understanding of what 

happened to them and how it relates to the church.”137

Quote from the Submission to the ICC: 
“For many, the fact that the Vatican has had a 

longstanding policy and practice for dealing with sexual 

violence by priests in ways that have ensured such 

violence would continue is as shocking as the magnitude 

and gravity of the offenses themselves. That church 

RI¿FLDOV�ZRXOG�SODFH�VXFK�OLWWOH�YDOXH�RQ�WKH�FKLOGUHQ��
vulnerable adults and communities they deliberately 

H[SRVHG�DQG�SODFHG�DW�ULVN�ZLOO�QR�GRXEW�EH�GLI¿FXOW�WR�
comprehend. But the facts speak for themselves. And, 

the facts will show that, in effect, those with power in 

the Vatican have helped foster a culture of rape within 

the church – a culture that, when left to its own devices, 

accepts it, condones it and, ultimately, perpetuates it.”138
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6. The geographical distribution of Catholics 
around the globe

By 2010, the global Catholic population had risen to 1.2 

ELOOLRQ��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�9DWLFDQ�¿JXUHV��5HVHDUFK�VXJJHVWV�WKDW�
the number of Catholics around the globe has more than 

tripled in the last century as a result of the rapid rise of the 

world’s overall population. Catholics now comprise about 50 

per cent of all Christians worldwide and 16 per cent of the 

total global population.

While the share of Catholics vis-a-vis the worldwide 

population has stayed relatively stable over the last century, 

the geographical distribution of Catholics around the 

JOREH�KDV�FKDQJHG�VLJQL¿FDQWO\��:KHUHDV�WKH�SURSRUWLRQ�RI�
Catholics living in Europe has declined, numbers in the global 

VRXWK�KDYH�ULVHQ�VLJQL¿FDQWO\��7KH�$IULFDQ�FRQWLQHQW�KDV�VHHQ�
the biggest growth in Catholic congregations in recent years.

Map of Catholicism by population percentage:
Source: Wikipedia139
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—
Catholics now comprise 16% 
of the total global population
—
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A comparison of the relevant estimates in 1910 with those 

in 2010 emphasises this phenomenon. In 1910, Europe was 

home to about two thirds of all Catholics, and nearly nine 

in ten lived either in Europe or Latin America. By 2010, 

in contrast, only about a quarter of all Catholics were in 

Europe. The largest share, around 40 per cent, lived in Latin 

America and the Caribbean. Rapid growth has occurred in 

sub-Saharan Africa, which today is home to about 171 million 

Catholics, up from an estimated one million (less than one 

per cent) in 1910. There has also been rapid growth in the 

YDVW�$VLD�3DFL¿F�UHJLRQ��ZKHUH�����PLOOLRQ�&DWKROLFV�QRZ�OLYH��
up from only 14 million a century ago. North America’s share 

of the global Catholic population has increased more slowly, 

from about 15 million in 1910 to 89 million in 2010. Figures 

in the Middle East and North Africa have stayed relatively 

unchanged and the region today is home to less than one per 

cent of Catholics, about the same as in 1910.140

Map of Catholics per continent:
Source: BBC141

Comparative diagram of development of Catholicism in Africa and Europe :
Source: BBC142
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Of the ten countries in the world with the highest number 

of Catholics, Brazil boasts the largest Catholic population of 

DOO��ZLWK�UHFHQW�¿JXUHV�DV�KLJK�DV�����PLOOLRQ��1H[W�XS�DUH�
0H[LFR��WKH�3KLOLSSLQHV��WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�DQG�,WDO\���WKH�
country with the most Catholics in Europe. Other countries 

ZLWKLQ�WKLV�JURXS�RI�WHQ�LQFOXGH�&RORPELD�DQG�3RODQG���,Q�
Africa, the Democratic Republic of Congo has the biggest 

Catholic population, ranking ninth in the world with almost 

36 million.

Chart of 10 countries with the most Catholics worldwide:
Source: Pew Research Forum143

 ESTIMATED 2010 PERCENTAGE OF PERCENTAGE OF 
 CATHOLIC POPULATION THAT IS WORLD CATHOLIC 
Countries POPULATION CATHOLIC, 2010 POPULATION, 2010

Brazil 126,750,000 65.0% 11.7%
Mexico 96,450,000 85.0 8.9
Philippines 75,570,000 81.0 7.0
United States 75,380,000 24.3 7.0
Italy 49,170,000 81.2 4.6
Colombia 38,100,000 82.3 3.5
France 37,930,000 60.4 3.5
Poland 35,310,000 92.2 3.3
Spain 34,670,000 75.2 3.2
Democratic Republic of the Congo 31,210,000 47.3 2.9
World Total 1,078,790,000 15.6 100.0
 
Population estimates are rounded to the ten thousands. Percentages are calculated from unrounded numbers. 
Figures may not add exactly due to rounding. 
Pew Research Centre 

—
Brazil boasts the largest Catholic 
population of all, with recent figures 
as high as 150 million
—
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7. Lack of redress in Eastern Europe and the 
Global South

Eastern Europe
In spite of the scandals which have erupted over clerical 

child abuse elsewhere, in Poland, which has the highest 

proportion of practising Catholics in Europe (bar Malta),  

very little information about sexual abuse of children by 

clerics has come to light. Cases do emerge, and priests are 

occasionally found guilty in the courts, but the Church has 

not paid any compensation to victims. Confrontation with the 

SRZHUIXO�&DWKROLF�&KXUFK�LQ�3RODQG��ZKHUH�RYHU����PLOOLRQ�
&DWKROLFV�OLYH��LV�VFDUFH�±�WR�WKH�GHJUHH�WKDW�WKH�¿UVW�3ROLVK�
victims’ support group only formally registered in May 2013. 

Victims face hostility and disbelief when they tell their stories. 

The Church refuses to take responsibility as an institution and 

priests have exhibited a sense of impunity.144 

5HSRUWV�UHYHDOHG�LQ�2FWREHU������WKDW����3ROLVK�SULHVWV�
have been tried for sexual abuse since 2001, with most cases 

ending in a suspended prison term – indicating a general 

OHQLHQF\�WRZDUGV�WKH�&KXUFK�LQ�3RODQG�145 Allegations, 

LQFOXGLQJ�DJDLQVW�VHYHUDO�3ROLVK�DUFKELVKRSV���VRPH�RI�
whom were forced to resign as a result  - have emerged 

over the years for actively being involved in child abuse or 

for being aware that priests in their dioceses were sexually 

abusing minors.146 Victims’ testimonies, published in a book 

LQ�������VXJJHVW�WKDW�DEXVH�LQ�3RODQG�LV�ZLGHVSUHDG�DQG�
ZHOO�KLGGHQ��%XW�DOWKRXJK�WKH�GLIIHUHQW�3ROLVK�GLRFHVHV�PXVW�
have information on the numbers of formal complaints they 

UHFHLYH��WKH�3ROLVK�&KXUFK�SXEOLVKHV�QR�VWDWLVWLFV�DQG�UHFHQWO\�
fended off written requests for information by investigative 

journalists.147�3RODQG¶V�&DWKROLF�&KXUFK�VD\V�WKDW�LW�ZLOO�
not pay compensation to victims of sexual abuse by priests 

because it believes that the responsibility for compensation 

lies with the perpetrator. A 200,000 zloty ($64,000) claim 

PDGH�E\�D�YLFWLP�DJDLQVW�D�3ROLVK�SDULVK�DQG�ORFDO�FKXUFK�
authorities may now be taken to court, in what would be the 

¿UVW�FDVH�RI�LWV�NLQG�LQ�3RODQG�148

In other countries across Eastern Europe, where Catholic 

SRSXODWLRQV�DUH�PXFK�VPDOOHU�WKDQ�LQ�3RODQG��VRPH�FOHULFV�
have been convicted of abuse. In Croatia, several priests 

KDYH�EHHQ�FULPLQDOO\�FKDUJHG�ZLWK�FKLOG�DEXVH��WKH�¿UVW�
Catholic priest to be sentenced to prison for child sexual 

abuse in Croatia was convicted in 2007.149 Some prosecutions 

have also been reported in the Czech Republic150 and 

Slovenia.151 In some Eastern European countries, priests 

have been removed from service by the Holy See itself, as has 

been the case in Lithuania, but no prosecutions have been 

initiated.152

Analysis of efforts to achieve accountability for child sexual 

DEXVH�E\�FOHUJ\�UHYHDOV�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�GLVFUHSDQF\��HYHQ�WKRXJK�
allegations of child sexual abuse by Catholic priests have been 

raised in many countries of the Global South like Brazil, the 

3KLOLSSLQHV��0H[LFR��&RORPELD�RU�WKH�'HPRFUDWLF�5HSXEOLF�RI�
&RQJR�DQG�DOVR�LQ�(DVWHUQ�(XURSH��HVSHFLDOO\�LQ�3RODQG��OHJDO�
challenges of priests for sexual abuse of children are hard to 

¿QG�LQ�WKHVH�FRXQWULHV��$OWKRXJK�VRPH�YLFWLPV�LQ�WKHVH�ODUJHO\�
Catholic countries have been encouraged by recent advocacy 

work by victims’ groups as well as media reports to speak out 

about abuse suffered at the hands of Catholic clerics, many 

maintain silence. As a result, many perpetrators still enjoy 

impunity from the law.

Latin America
Brazil, a country that is home to about 125 million Catholics, 

has notably seen very few prosecutions of Catholic clerics for 

sexual abuse of children - even though allegations have been 

widespread and led to investigations by the Vatican itself. 

Media reports indicate that a Vatican commission visited 

the country to investigate reports of a 70 per cent leap in the 

number of priests involved in cases of sexual misbehaviour. 

According to extracts from the Vatican commission’s report, 

which were published in a Brazilian magazine, ten per cent of 

Brazil’s priests - some 1,700 clerics - were involved in cases 

of sexual misconduct. The study was also said to have found 

that in the three years up to 2005, at least 200 Brazilian 

priests had been referred to church psychological institutions 

following cases involving child sexual abuse. Ten clerics 

were in jail and a further 40 were on the run from the law. 

One noteworthy case was that of a Father who was jailed for 

14 years and eight months in 2005 for sexually abusing two 

ER\V��RQH�RI�WKHP�D�¿YH�\HDU�ROG��7KH�SULHVW¶V�GLDU\��REWDLQHG�
E\�SROLFH�LQ�6DR�3DXOR��FRQWDLQHG�PDQ\�GHWDLOV�RI�KLV�DEXVH�
practices.153 Further allegations against priests have been 

raised again and again since the above Vatican study,154 but 

accountability efforts are still scarce.

—
Many perpetrators still enjoy 
impunity from the law in the 
countries where in fact the  
most Catholics live
—
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Bolivia, with its estimated 95 per cent Catholic 

population,155 shares similarities with Brazil in respect of 

the lack of accountability for clerical child abuse. Only a 

few prosecutions have been recorded, such as a 15-year jail 

sentence handed down to a priest in 2011 for abusing and 

corrupting 12 children at a boarding school156 or a 22-year 

sentence of a priest in 2010 for raping 17 children in a rural 

boarding school.157

In Peru, where in September 2013 a priest was dismissed 

as auxiliary bishop in the Diocese of Ayacucho, an Andean 

UHJLRQ�LQ�VRXWKHUQ�3HUX��DIWHU�KH�ZDV�DFFXVHG�RI�KDYLQJ�VH[XDO�
UHODWLRQV�ZLWK�PLQRUV��7KH�DWWRUQH\�JHQHUDO¶V�RI¿FH�KDV�VDLG�
that it is investigating and will announce actions soon.158

In Colombia, a country where 90 per cent of the 48 million 

inhabitants are considered Catholic, the Catholic Church only 

very recently acknowledged the problem of child sexual abuse 

by clergy. In October 2013, a Colombian cardinal encouraged 

abuse victims to report abusive priests to civil authorities 

to face criminal prosecution. He said: “Unfortunately 

in Colombia there is a lack of knowledge on the rights 

of children and young people, and in regards to sexual 

abuse cases, that is something truly lamentable.”159 It was 

reported only a month earlier, when a former cleric-turned-

congressman was accused of raping a 13-year-old boy, that 

the Episcopal Conference of Colombia, with 8,000 priests 

under its charge, does not maintain a record of how many of 

its priests have faced allegations of abuse.160

National human rights groups in Mexico have criticised 

the widespread immunity for clerics connected with child 

sexual abuse. These groups recently announced the launch of 

an initiative to hold the Mexican government to account for 

failing to investigate widespread reports of sexual abuse of 

minors in Catholic institutions by reporting to the Committee 

on the Rights of the Child in time for Mexico’s upcoming 

review, as it is accused of collusion with the Mexican Catholic 

&KXUFK��7KH�6XUYLYRUV�1HWZRUN�RI�WKRVH�$EXVHG�E\�3ULHVWV�
KDV�LGHQWL¿HG�DW�OHDVW����SULHVWV�LQ�0H[LFR�LQYROYHG�LQ�VH[XDO�
offences, none of whom have been held to account.161

Asia
The Philippines is the biggest predominantly Catholic 

country in Asia and the country with the third largest Catholic 

population in the world. Estimates from 2013 indicate that 

77 million Filipinos are Catholic.162 A 2004 report by the 

non-governmental groups Catholics for Free Choice and 

Likhaan163 stated that no priest accused of sexual abuse in the 

3KLOLSSLQHV�KDV�EHHQ�VXFFHVVIXOO\�SURVHFXWHG��7KH�UHSRUW�OLVWV�
examples of child sexual abuse allegations against Catholic 

FOHULFV�LQ�WKH�3KLOLSSLQHV��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�UHSRUW��PRVW�
members of the clergy accused of sexual abuse settled cases 

outside court, were acquitted or moved to other parishes by 

their bishops.164 In addition, priests with pending court cases 

were quietly reinstated to pastoral duties. 

,Q�������WKH�&DWKROLF�KLHUDUFK\�LQ�WKH�3KLOLSSLQHV�DSRORJLVHG�
for the reported sexual abuse, including child sexual abuse 

by at least 200 priests over the past 20 years. An archbishop 

and former head of the Bishops’ Conference said 200 out of 

the approximately 7,000 priests in the country might have 

committed “sexual misconduct” including child abuse.165 The 

country’s bishops then introduced guidelines in 2003 on how 

to deal with offences by the clergy. 

In 2013, allegations of Catholic priests sexually abusing 

children persisted. According to a missionary priest who 

KDV�EHHQ�ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�FKLOGUHQ�LQ�WKH�3KLOLSSLQHV�IRU�WKH�
SDVW�IRXU�GHFDGHV��&DWKROLF�ELVKRSV�LQ�WKH�3KLOLSSLQHV�DUH�
covering up “rampant sexual abuse of children by the clergy”. 

He considers the fact that clerical sexual abuse cases in the 

3KLOLSSLQHV�DUH�QRW�H[SRVHG�DV�³D�ELJ�SUREOHP´��³:H�KDYH�
these bishops who have been covering up so much of this 

abuse, and we know that it is still going on,” said Fr. Shay 

&XOOHQ��DQ�,ULVK�SULHVW�DQG�IRXQGHU�RI�WKH�3HRSOH¶V�5HFRYHU\�
Empowerment Development Assistance Foundation who has 

DOVR�EHHQ�QRPLQDWHG�IRU�WKH�1REHO�3HDFH�3UL]H�WKUHH�WLPHV��

In an attempt to explain the Church’s policies, the Secretary 

*HQHUDO�RI�WKH�&DWKROLF�%LVKRSV¶�&RQIHUHQFH�RI�WKH�3KLOLSSLQHV�
told media sources that there continues to be a clear Church 

policy of reporting clerical sexual abuse cases to the Vatican 

and not to civil authorities.166 Critical Catholic lawyers in the 

3KLOLSSLQHV�FKDOOHQJH�WKH�&KXUFK¶V�KDQGOLQJ�RI�FKLOG�DEXVH�
allegations involving accused priests and claim that the 

&DWKROLF�&KXUFK�LQ�WKH�3KLOLSSLQHV�LV�³DEVROXWHO\�QRW´�GRLQJ�
enough to protect children. Katrina Legarda, Director of the 

1DWLRQDO�&KLOG�3URWHFWLRQ�8QLW�1HWZRUN��WKH�FRXQWU\¶V�ODUJHVW�
FKLOG�VDIHW\�JURXS��VD\V�WKDW����\HDUV�DIWHU�WKH�¿UVW�FULPLQDO�
case against a priest for child sexual abuse – the defendant 

was acquitted for lack of evidence in 1999 – priests in the 

3KLOLSSLQHV�VWLOO�JHW�WUDQVIHUUHG�RU�DUH�IRUFHG�LQWR�UHWLUHPHQW�
after child abuse allegations.167
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Africa
In recent years, reports have also drawn attention to sexual 

abuse of children by priests in the Democratic Republic 
of Congo, the country with the biggest Catholic population 

on the African continent,168�EXW�ZH�ZHUH�XQDEOH�WR�¿QG�DQ\�
relevant legal challenges of priests.

However, reports of child abuse by clergy have emerged in 

many of the DRC’s neighbouring or nearby countries and a 

number of priests have been charged and prosecuted. For 

example, in Tanzania in 2011, four priests of the Catholic 

Rosminian order, who ran a boarding school, were alleged to 

have repeatedly physically and sexually abused young boys at 

the school in the 1950s-70s. In March 2013, a group of former 

VWXGHQWV�RI�WKH�VFKRRO�¿OHG�D�FRPSHQVDWLRQ�FODLP�DW�D�FLYLO�
court in Leicester in the United Kingdom against the Catholic 

Rosminian order.169 

In Uganda, the Archbishop of Kampala in 2013 

acknowledged several cases of child abuse, including sexual 

abuse, committed by Catholic brothers at a boarding school, 

apologised to victims and set up a commission of inquiry to 

investigate the claims.170 A Father in the Nebbi Diocese in 

Uganda, was sentenced to 10 years in prison for abusing a 

15-year-old housemaid at the parish and infecting her with 

HIV.171 

Many cases of child sexual abuse by Catholic priests have 

been reported in Kenya, but police and Church authorities 

failed to investigate many of the allegations.172 An Italian 

priest, who had previously run a Catholic shelter for homeless 

children in Brazil, was charged in 2009 with sexually abusing 

young boys for years and allowing visiting foreigners to 

exploit children – he was then working as a missionary in 

Mozambique despite the allegations.173 

In Zimbabwe, child sexual abuse involving the Catholic 

Church has also been reported.174 In 2013, an Australian man 

was seeking legal redress after allegedly being abused in the 

mid-1980s by a Jesuit priest at a school in Zimbabwe. The 

priest had pleaded guilty in 1997 to abusing three boys on 

separate occasions and had previously been imprisoned in 

England for three years.175 

In Senegal, a French priest was sentenced in 2005 to eight 

\HDUV¶�LPSULVRQPHQW�DQG�¿QHG�¼��������IRU�VH[XDO�DVVDXOW��
rape and attempted bribery involving six children under 15.176 

In Burkina Faso, allegations by a former priest against other 

clerics were reported in 2010.177

In South Africa, a German Catholic priest was on trial in 

September 2013 for allegedly sexually assaulting four boys 

during a church camp near Johannesburg in 2008. He 

also faces extradition to Germany for child abuse offences 

committed there prior to travelling to South Africa.178 Yet, 

also in South Africa, many other cases of child sexual abuse 

by clerics were not investigated further and those responsible 

ZHUH�QRW�WULHG�LQ�FRXUW�GHVSLWH�FKXUFK�RI¿FLDOV¶�NQRZOHGJH�
of allegations against them. In March 2013, the Catholic 

Archbishop of Durban said in a BBC interview that he had 

dealt with cases of child sexual abuse which were handled by 

the Church internally and not referred to the police.179 Already 

in 2002, he told the BBC that there were a dozen cases of 

child sexual abuse involving Catholic priests in different parts 

of South Africa that had taken place many years ago.180 The 

head of the Southern African Catholic Bishops’ Conference 

stated that there had been around 40 cases of child sexual 

abuse within the Church over a period of 14 years since 

1996 which had been reported to authorities on the African 

continent.181 An archbishop said abuse of children was so 

widespread that there was an urgent need for knowledge and 

understanding of what caused an abuser to harm children, 

“particularly when a perpetrator has himself been a victim of 

abuse”.182

—
The Catholic Archbishop of 
Durban said in a BBC interview 
that he had dealt with cases 
of child sex abuse, which were 
handled by the church internally, 
and not referred to the police
—
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THE HOLY SEE’S
COVER-UPS
AND LACK OF
TRANSPARENCY
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1. Parish transfers of abusive priests or the 
“geographical cure”

“Relocate, forget, sweep under the rug”
The abuse of children by Catholic clerics was facilitated 

by a certain insidious practice: where allegations of sexual 

abuse of children were made, the priests involved would 

often simply be transferred to another parish or sent on 

missionary assignments abroad where they remained in close 

and unscrutinised contact with children and where their 

past was not known. This practice, often morbidly referred 

to as the “geographical cure”, was meant to “relocate, forget, 

sweep under the rug” cases of child abuse in order to protect 

the institution.183 Some bishops chose this method of ridding 

themselves and their parishes of abusive priests instead of 

forcing them to retire, removing them permanently from 

the priesthood - and contact with children - or reporting 

allegations to the civil authorities, including the police.

An endless list
The list of priest parish transfers shows bewildering patterns 

such as the regular transfer of priests from European or 

North American countries to African or Latin American 

states, perhaps in the hope that this would make the scandal 

“disappear”. In an example from Germany, the Jesuit order 

conceded that upon discovery of an abuse scandal involving 

several teachers at two Catholic schools run by the order, 

it provided help to these teachers to emigrate to South 

America.184

Several investigations have found ample evidence of this 

SUDFWLFH�DQG�KDYH�LGHQWL¿HG�PDQ\�RI�WKH�LQGLYLGXDO�SULHVWV�
involved in transfers.185 In April 2010, an investigative 

media study spanning 21 countries in six continents found 

30 case studies of priests accused of sexual abuse who had 

been transferred or moved abroad, in some cases in order to 

escape police investigations. Many were then again able to 

access children in another country, and some abused again.186 

A priest who admitted to abuse in Los Angeles went to the 

3KLOLSSLQHV��ZKHUH�KH�UHFHLYHG�FKHTXHV�IURP�86�FKXUFK�
RI¿FLDOV�ZKR�DGYLVHG�KLP�QRW�WR�UHYHDO�WKHLU�VRXUFH��$�SULHVW�
in Canada was convicted of sexual abuse and then moved 

to France, where he was convicted of abuse again in 2005. 

Another priest was moved back and forth between Ireland 

DQG�(QJODQG��GHVSLWH�KDYLQJ�EHHQ�LGHQWL¿HG�DV�D�FKLOG�VH[XDO�
abuser. A Reverend from Massachusetts who had been 

accused of sexual abuse by at least three minors in the Boston 

area went on to work with Kayapo Indian children in Brazil 

for over 30 years. A Father who in 2006 pleaded no contest 

to assaulting a 15-year-old girl in Florida was moved to India, 

then to Italy. Several Indian priests who molested young 

girls in the United States were transferred back to India and 

continued to work in their home dioceses there.187

An investigation by Australian authorities showed that the 

Catholic Church transferred abusive priests from diocese to 

diocese – sometimes shipping them across the Tasman Sea to 

New Zealand and vice versa.188

Church acknowledgement 
A former Benedictine monk and critic of this transfer policy 

said “the pattern is if a priest gets into trouble and it’s close 

to becoming a scandal or if the law might get involved, they 

send them to the missions abroad. [...] Anything to avoid a 

scandal.”189

Some bishops have acknowledged this transfer practice and 

have responded to criticism by suggesting that the hierarchy 

was unaware until recent years of the danger of transferring 

priests from one parish to another. Cardinal Roger Mahony 

of the Los Angeles Archdiocese, reacting to a federal 

investigation into his handling of the crisis in his parish, said: 

“We have said repeatedly that [...] our understanding of this 

problem and the way it’s dealt with today evolved, and that 

in those years ago, decades ago, people didn’t realise how 

serious this was, and so, rather than pulling people out of 

ministry directly and fully, they were moved.”190

—
Where allegations of sexual 
abuse of children was raised, 
the priests involved in the 
allegations would often simply 
be transferred to another parish
— 
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2. The Holy See’s contradictory responses to child abuse

—
“Nowhere in any of these documents does it say anything about 
helping the victims...[the] Pope... could tomorrow get up and say: 
‘Here’s the policy: full disclosure to the civil authorities, absolute 
isolation and dismissal of any accused and proven and convicted 
cleric, complete openness and transparency... stop all barriers to 
legal process and completely cooperate with the civil authorities 
everywhere.’ He could do that.” 
 
Father Tom Doyle,  
“Crimen Sollicitationis: An interpretation”, 2006191

—

M A R C H  1 9 6 2

Event:
$�FRQ¿GHQWLDO�RUGHU�XQGHU�WKH�WLWOH�RI�³2Q�WKH�0DQQHU�RI�
3URFHHGLQJ�LQ�&DVHV�RI�WKH�&ULPH�RI�6ROLFLWDWLRQ´�LV�LVVXHG�
E\�WKH�+RO\�2I¿FH��EHDULQJ�WKH�VHDO�RI�3RSH�-RKQ�;;,,,��
7KH�OHWWHU��DGGUHVVHG�WR�VHQLRU�FOHULFV�ZRUOGZLGH��FRGL¿HV�
procedures to be followed in cases where clerics have been 

accused of sexual abuse.192

Analysis: 
The document contains instructions to conceal cases of 

sexual abuse and threatens those who would speak out 

about the inquiries with excommunication.171 Section 11 

stipulates a “code of silence”: “more than usual care and 

concern must be shown that they be treated with the 

XWPRVW�FRQ¿GHQWLDOLW\��DQG�WKDW��RQFH�GHFLGHG�DQG�WKH�
decision executed, they be covered by permanent silence.” 

The code discourages the disclosure of information to the 

civil authorities. It was published in Latin only and was to 

EH�NHSW�DEVROXWHO\�FRQ¿GHQWLDO�
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1 9 8 3

Event:
The Code of Canon Law is revised.194 The revisions 

reinforce the condemnation of sexual abuse of minors by 

members of the clergy.

Analysis: 

The reforms make dismissal the most severe penalty for 

the sexual abuse of minors, but only “if the case warrants 

LW´��,W�DOVR�VHWV�D�VKRUW�¿YH�\HDU�VWDWXWH�RI�OLPLWDWLRQV�
within which abuse cases could be challenged. Dismissed 

perpetrators are left free to commit further abuse, only 

outside the Holy See’s remit. The number of clerics who 

have been dismissed as a result of being charged with the 

sexual abuse of a minor is still unknown. Bishops who 

sought to penalise and dismiss abusive priests continued 

to be daunted by a long-winded bureaucratic and canonical 

legal process, with contradictory laws and overlapping 

jurisdictions in Rome, according to Church documents and 

interviews with bishops and canon lawyers. In spite of the 

reform of canon law, bishops were still sending off their 

¿OHV�RQ�DEXVH�FDVHV�WR�YDULRXV�9DWLFDQ�HQWLWLHV�195

1 9 9 6

Event: 
Archbishops in the US complain about Fr Lawrence 

Murphy to the Vatican’s Congregation for the Doctrine 

RI�WKH�)DLWK�2I¿FH��&')���WKH�LQWHUQDO�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�
and contact point for child abuse allegations led by the 

IXWXUH�3RSH�%HQHGLFW��)U�0XUSK\��ZKR�GLHG�LQ�������ZDV�
suspected of having sexually abused 200 boys at St John’s 

School for the Deaf in St Francis, Wisconsin, between 1950 

and 1974.

Analysis: 
In March 2010, documents emerged suggesting that 

Cardinal Ratzinger, before he became pope, failed to 

respond to the complaint by the United States archbishops. 

One of Fr Lawrence Murphy’s alleged victims told the BBC 

that the pope had known about the accusations for years 

yet failed to take action.”196 Moreover, for the two decades 

WKDW�KH�ZDV�LQ�FKDUJH�RI�WKDW�RI¿FH��WKH�IXWXUH�SRSH�IDLOHG�WR�
act even as the cases undermined the Church’s credibility 

in the United States, Australia, Ireland and elsewhere.197 

In spite of his knowledge of the scale of the clerical child 

sexual abuse scandal due to his previous deployment 

DV�KHDG�RI�WKH�LQWHUQDO�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�RI¿FH��FRYHU�XSV�
FRQWLQXHG�GXULQJ�3RSH�%HQHGLFW¶V�SDSDF\�198

A P R I L  2 0 0 1

Event:
 ‘Sacramentorum sanctitatis tutela’ is promulgated by 

3RSH�-RKQ�3DXO�,,�199 The new canon law replaces the 

Crimen sollicitationis. The abuse of a minor is now a 

delictum gravius, a “graver offence”. The Congregation for 

the Doctrine of the Faith is given sole responsibility for 

investigating cases of child sexual abuse.

Analysis:
Clerics are bound by canon law to immediately refer 

any cases where there is a “semblance of truth” to the 

CDF. There is no suggestion that clerics are required to 

immediately report cases to the civil authorities. The laws 

remain silent on penalties for bishops and clerics who 

mishandle abuse claims.
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A P R I L  2 0 0 3

Event: 
7KH�3RQWL¿FDO�$FDGHP\�IRU�/LIH�([SHUWV�&RQIHUHQFH�WDNHV�
place under the title of “Abuse of Children and Young 

3HRSOH�E\�&DWKROLF�3ULHVWV�DQG�5HOLJLRXV�>sic]”. Eight 

non-Catholic psychiatric experts were invited to speak 

to almost all Vatican dioceses’ representatives.200 The 

experts encourage the CDF to gather data and develop a 

database on child sexual abuse committed by members 

RI�LWV�FOHUJ\��7KH�SDQHO�RI�H[SHUWV�LGHQWL¿HV�IDFWRUV�ZKLFK�
contribute to clerical abuse: failure by the hierarchy to 

grasp the seriousness of the problem, overemphasis on 

the need to avoid a scandal, use of inadequate treatment 

FHQWUHV��D�PLVJXLGHG�ZLOOLQJQHVV�WR�IRUJLYH�DQG�LQVXI¿FLHQW�
accountability.201

Analysis: 

9DWLFDQ�RI¿FLDOV�DVNHG��³+RZ�FDQ�RQH�DYRLG�D�VLWXDWLRQ�LQ�
which men with paedophile tendencies are able to hide 

behind a celibate life?” Studies have shown that “there is 

no evidence to suggest that Catholic clergy enter clerical 

life…with the purpose of gaining access to children 

to abuse them”.202 The root of the issue is still being 

misconstrued by the Vatican. As of 2013, the Vatican has 

failed to produce a comprehensive database of sexual 

abuse cases.

2 0 0 4

Event: 
6H[XDO�DEXVH�DQG�WKH�&DWKROLF�&KXUFK��6FLHQWL¿F�DQG�/HJDO�
3HUVSHFWLYHV´�LV�SXEOLVKHG�E\�WKH�9DWLFDQ�DV�D�UHVXOW�RI�
the 2003 conference.203 It states that “there is no place 

for primitive defensive tactics like denial, sublimation 

or outright disregard of the problem wherever it exists. 

Disclosure of abuse to the competent ecclesiastical and 

civil authorities should be encouraged”.

Analysis: 
There is still no provision in canon law requiring bishops to 

immediately refer any case of suspected child sexual abuse 

to the civil authorities.
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A P R I L  2 0 1 0

Event: 
The Vatican releases new procedures for handling 

alleged cases of sexual abuse by priests. The “Guide to 

8QGHUVWDQGLQJ�%DVLF�&')�3URFHGXUHV�FRQFHUQLQJ�6H[XDO�
Abuse Allegations” summarises the procedures governing 

investigations by the Congregation for the Doctrine 

of the Faith into allegations of sexual abuse by clergy 

members. It instructs that “civil law concerning reporting 

of crimes to the appropriate authorities should always 

be followed.”  The CDF guidelines provide for interim 

measures meant to ensure the safety of others during civil 

authorities’ investigations or legal proceedings: “During 

the preliminary stage and until the case is concluded, the 

bishop may impose precautionary measures to safeguard 

the community, including the victims. Indeed, the local 

bishop always retains power to protect children by 

restricting the activities of any priest in his diocese. This 

is part of his ordinary authority, which he is encouraged 

to exercise to whatever extent is necessary to ensure that 

children do not come to harm, and this power can be 

exercised at the bishop’s discretion before, during and 

after any canonical proceeding.” In addition, the guidelines 

outline a multi-tiered system of enforcement and appeals, 

including local bishops, the CDF, and the pope himself.204

Analysis: 

The internal Holy See penal process for clerics still states 

that “should the cleric be judged guilty… penal processes 

can condemn a cleric to a number of canonical penalties, 

the most serious of which is dismissal from the clerical 

state.” The worst penalty under canon law still leaves the 

perpetrator free to harm other children. There remains 

no consideration for the welfare of the victims and no 

penalties for clerics who mishandle abuse claims. It is 

stated that “the question of damages can also be treated 

directly during these procedures.” Yet, the amount in 

compensation received by victims from the Holy See itself 

is still zero.

M A R C H  2 0 1 0

Event: 
3RSH�%HQHGLFW�LVVXHV�DQ�DSRORJ\��LQ�WKH�IRUP�RI�D�SDVWRUDO�
letter, to victims of clerical sexual abuse in Ireland. In 

addressing the Catholic Church in the country, he says: 

“The task you now face is to address the problem of abuse 

that has occurred within the Irish Catholic community, 

and to do so with courage and determination. … In order 

to recover from this grievous wound, the Church in Ireland 

PXVW�¿UVW�DFNQRZOHGJH�EHIRUH�WKH�/RUG�DQG�EHIRUH�RWKHUV�
the serious sins committed against defenceless children.”205

 

Analysis: 
This apology only extended to victims in Ireland and the 

pope did not issue similar apologies in other countries 

and thus did not acknowledge the thousands of victims 

HOVHZKHUH��3RSH�%HQHGLFW�GLG�QRW�FDOO�IRU�DQ\�GLVFLSOLQDU\�
action or acknowledge the Holy See’s own responsibility - 

especially as since 2001 the ‘motu propio’ had been giving 

the CDF responsibility to deal with and judge serious 

crimes such as child sexual abuse themselves.206
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M A Y  2 0 1 1

Event: 

The Vatican issues a letter to all bishops “To assist 

Episcopal Conferences in developing Guidelines for 

dealing with cases of sexual abuse of minors perpetrated 

by clerics”.207 These new internal guidelines are meant 

to prevent further abuse by clerics by ordering bishops 

across the world to follow tough guidelines for dealing with 

abusive priests.

Analysis: 

The letter leaves autonomy with bishops and fails to 

put in place any sanctions on the bishops who oversee 

those clerics, should they fail to follow through with the 

recommendations. Bishops are told only to report cases 

to the secular authorities if it is “without prejudice to the 

sacramental internal forum”. In the handling of individual 

FDVHV��WKH�OHWWHU�VSHFL¿FDOO\�HOHYDWHV�WKH�MXGJHPHQW�RI�
bishops over civilian review mechanisms that were 

introduced in some countries, including the United States 

and Ireland. In its effort to make sure bishops retain their 

independence, the Holy See risks perpetuating a pattern 

ZKHUHE\�&KXUFK�RI¿FLDOV�SULRULWLVH�WKH�SURWHFWLRQ�RI�WKHLU�
priests over the well-being of their parishioners with few 

repercussions.208

S E P T E M B E R  2 0 1 1

F E B R U A R Y  2 0 1 2

Event: 

The Holy See submits its second periodic report to the UN 

Committee on the Rights of the Child.209

Event: 

The Vatican holds a summit in Rome on how the Catholic 

Church should tackle the sexual abuse of children by 

priests. It aims to produce guidelines on tackling abusive 

priests and helping police to prosecute clerical crime. 

Bishops from over 100 countries and 32 heads of religious 

orders engage in four days of discussions.

Analysis: 

7KH�VXEPLVVLRQ�FRQWDLQV�LQVXI¿FLHQW�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�
many cases of child sexual abuse worldwide.

Analysis: 

Only one victim – a woman from Ireland – was invited to 

attend the summit, no other victims or rights groups were 

able to take part. The summit was denounced by victims’ 

JURXSV�DV�MXVW�DQRWKHU�9DWLFDQ�³35�H[HUFLVH´�210 

A P R I L  2 0 1 3

Event: 

7KH�QHZ�3RSH�)UDQFLV�LVVXHV�D�VWDWHPHQW�XUJLQJ�%LVKRS�
Mueller, head of the CDF, to “act decisively as far as 

cases of sexual abuse are concerned, promoting, above 

all, measures to protect minors, help for those who have 

suffered such violence in the past (and) the necessary 

procedures against those who are guilty”.211

Analysis: 
The statement is vague and does not require action which 

could be measured in statistical terms. Of all the cases 

dealt with by the CDF, it remains entirely unclear how 

many were referred to the civil authorities.
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J U L Y  2 0 1 3

N O V E M B E R  2 0 1 3

D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 3

Event: 

3RSH�)UDQFLV�LVVXHV�D�QHZ�SDSDO�GHFUHH�ZKLFK�LQFOXGHV�
D�EURDGHU�GH¿QLWLRQ�RI�WKH�FDWHJRU\�RI�³FULPHV�DJDLQVW�
minors”.212

Event: 

The Holy See is due to respond on 1 November to the list 

of issues raised by the CRC following the Holy See’s report 

to the Committee.213 But the Holy See responds almost one 

month late and its response, dated 27 November, is only 

published online on 3 December. The questions include 

whether priests, nuns and monks guilty of sexual crimes 

have been allowed to remain in contact with children, 

what legal action has been taken against them, whether 

the Church has required clergy to report abuse to secular 

authorities and whether complainants have been silenced.

Event: 

It is announced that the Vatican will launch a “special 

committee” to improve measures to protect children 

against sexual abuse within the Church. This comes after 

D�VHULHV�RI�FORVHG�GRRU�PHHWLQJV�EHWZHHQ�3RSH�)UDQFLV�
and a special commission of eight cardinals in which the 

Vatican’s troubled administration was discussed. The 

commission of experts is mandated to “study these issues 

and bring concrete recommendations” to the pope and the 

Vatican.216

Analysis: 

The updated legislation is only applicable to the circa 

5,000 clergy and lay people who live and work in Vatican 

City. It differs from canon law which covers the universal 

Catholic Church.

Analysis: 

The Holy See did not provide satisfactory answers to the 

questions raised by the Committee. In particular, the issue 

most relevant to this report, no. 11, which dealt with the 

child sexual abuse scandal,214 was mostly ignored as the 

Holy See refused to provide the requested full disclosure of 

information on all cases of alleged sexual abuse of children 

by priests, nuns and monks. In its vague response, the Holy 

See claimed that it is in fact “separate and distinct” from 

the Roman Catholic Church and only bears responsibility 

for what happens inside Vatican City, thus blaming local 

governments for the lack of prevention and redress for 

abuse by priests and others associated with the Church 

around the world. Yet, as shown above, the Holy See does 

actually follow a string of strict policies regarding internal 

reporting and oversight. It furthermore asserted that it was 

not its practice to disclose information about the religious 

GLVFLSOLQH�RI�FOHUJ\�XQOHVV�VSHFL¿FDOO\�UHTXHVWHG�WR�GR�VR�
by the authorities in the country where they were serving. 

It stressed that it had changed the criteria for choosing 

priests and revised Church law to ensure clergy were 

properly disciplined.215

Analysis: 
This is a step in the right direction and shows that the new 

pope is willing to confront the administrative problems 

faced by the Catholic Church. But the committee should be 

open to engaging with civil society by making its measures 

transparent. It should also consider strengthening the Holy 

See’s policies on cooperation with civil legal authorities 

and on handing over cases to the police and prosecution 

services.
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3. Need for genuine change of Holy See policies

Today, the abuse crisis is still raging in the Catholic heartland 

of Europe as well as in many other countries dominated 

by Catholicism.217 Even though the Holy See has shown 

increasing recognition of the seriousness and scale of clerical 

sexual abuse of children, this has not as yet resulted in clear 

action to ensure that allegations of child abuse are reported to 

and investigated by competent civil authorities and there is no 

impunity for perpetrators, including of historic abuse. There 

is a void when it comes to the Holy See enforcing its revised 

laws and reforms. Even in 2013 – years into the abuse scandal 

- Holy See reforms were still vague. There are no guidelines 

dealing directly with ensuring the welfare of the victim and 

many serious cases are still dealt with by the Congregation 

of the Doctrine of the Faith and not sent to the civil judicial 

authorities.

Whether the Vatican’s responses are about self-preservation 

or whether they are just being misconstrued, the outcome still 

highlights the Vatican’s historic inability to deal with the issue 

effectively. There is no transparent and decisive system with 

which to deal with the problem on a global scale across the 

entire Holy See. Transparency, in the form of full disclosure 

to external judicial authorities, is the bridge between 

intention and achievement. The Vatican should choose full 

disclosure of information over self-preservation.

The Catholic Church is against violence. It stands for the 

inherent dignity and worth of all human beings. Yet, child 

VH[XDO�DEXVH�FDVHV�KDYH�QRW�EHHQ�DGGUHVVHG�VXI¿FLHQWO\�IRU�
decades. Reports of a systemic change of Vatican policy under 

3RSH�)UDQFLV�UHJDUGLQJ�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�SURYLGH�D�SURPLVLQJ�
outlook on his papacy.218
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As mentioned earlier, the aim of this report is to 
bring  information together to give a global picture 
of the scale of sexual abuse against children in 
the Catholic Church  across the world. This is a 
preliminary report and we will be publishing an 
updated version after the Holy See review by the 
Committee on the Rights of the Child. The updated 
version will also contain a set of recommendations 
to different actors. In the meantime:

1. Contribute to the research: 

We are inviting people to contact us with feedback on the 

report and further information.We want to hear from you if:

�� You can verify or challenge any of the information in the 

report with information from existing court cases. 

�� Have information on additional court cases. This 

preliminary report cites a number of court cases from 

around the world either against individual clerics or the 

Church itself. We are aware that this is very small snapshot 

of legal challenges. We are looking to build a case law 

database on this issue that lawyers, victims and support 

groups can use as a free resource.  

CRIN works in Arabic, English, French, Russian and Spanish. 

2. Connect with others: 

You can join our global directory of children’s rights 

advocates. Email us at info@crin.org to be included in the 

campaign network we are putting together. 

�� We are building a network of activists, NGOs, victim 

support groups and others - please let us know whether you 

would like to be part of this network.

�� If you are a lawyer who has worked on similar cases, or 

would like to, please contact us so that we can include 

your name and contact details in our network of legal 

professionals.

�� You can also support each other by using some fantastic 

blogs set up by victims and support groups, which we  

KDYH�OLVWHG�LQ�D�FDPSDLJQV�WRRONLW�WKDW�\RX�FDQ�¿QG�RQ� 
our website: www.crin.org

Before the session

�� Get on twitter:�3RSH�)UDQFLV�KDV�DQ�RI¿FLDO�WZLWWHU�
account with over 3,000,000 followers. Interestingly, the 

account only follows eight people. Similarly, the Vatican 

News twitter account has over 180,000 followers and 

doesn’t follow anyone at all. 

/HW¶V�WHOO�WKHP�ZKDW¶V�UHDOO\�JRLQJ�RQ��7ZHHW�#3RQWLIH[BOQ�
DQG�#QHZVBYDBHQ�XS�WR��GXULQJ�DQG�DIWHU�WKH�81¶V�-DQXDU\�
review, and use and follow #HolySeeConfess. The toolkit 

includes some example tweets.  

�� Get  a group together and watch the session on a 
big screen: A group of NGOs live stream UN treaty body 

sessions (including the Committee on the Rights of the 

Child) via a webcast: http://www.treatybodywebcast.org/.  

The Committee is due to release its concluding observations 

(summary of discussions with the State and the Committee’s 

recommendations) on the Holy See’s review on 5 February. 

There will be more ways for people to get involved in the 

campaign once those concluding observations are out.  

Keep an eye on our website, and follow #HolySeeConfess  

on twitter for updates. 



42
—

ENDNOTES 



43
—

CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE AND THE HOLY SEE
THE NEED FOR ACCOUNTABILITY, JUSTICE AND REFORM

1 http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/SessionDetails1.
aspx?SessionID=851&Lang=en

2 See e.g.: http://www.economist.com/blogs/erasmus/2013/07/vatican-and-un;
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/europe/vaticancityandholysee/10170080/UN-
tells-Vatican-to-hand-over-details-of-child-sex-abuse-cases.html; http://www.huffingtonpost.com/
alison-winfield-burns/at-the-vatican-noir_b_3571143.html

3  

4  Written replies page 1, http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Session-
Details1.aspx?SessionID=851&Lang=en

5  Written replies page 18, http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Session-
Details1.aspx?SessionID=851&Lang=en 

6 http://www.vaticanstate.va/content/vaticanstate/en/stato-e-governo/storia.html

7 http://www.vaticanstate.va/content/vaticanstate/en/stato-e-governo/note-generali/
origini-e-natura.html; http://www.aloha.net/~mikesch/treaty.htm  

8 https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/vt.html

9 http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/secretariat_state/documents/rc_seg-st_20010123_
holy-see-relations_en.html

10 http://www.un.org/en/members/nonmembers.shtml; http://www.holyseemission.org/
about/index.aspx

11 https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/vt.html

12 Catholics for Choice, Shadow Report 2002, p. 3, http://www.catholicsforchoice.org/
topics/other/documents/2002rightsofthechildshadowreport.pdf

13 http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/TreatyBodyExternal/Countries.
aspx?CountryCode=VAT&Lang=EN

14 http://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=IV-
11&chapter=4&lang=en#EndDec; The Holy See registered the following declaration to 
the OPAC: “The Holy See, with regard to article 3, paragraph 2, of the Protocol, declares 
that, for what concerns the Vatican City State, the Regulations of the Pontifical Swiss Guard, 
approved in 1976, establish that the recruitment of its members is only voluntary and that 
the minimum age is set forth at 19 years.” (http://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.
aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=IV-11-b&chapter=4&lang=en#EndDec) It did not register 
any reservations or declarations to the OPSC. (http://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.
aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=IV-11-c&chapter=4&lang=en)  

15  See e.g.: http://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/CRC.aspx, http://
daccess-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G94/195/85/PDF/G9419585.pdf?OpenElement

16 http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Download.
aspx?symbolno=CRCper cent2fCper cent2f15per cent2fAdd.46&Lang=en  

17 http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/TreatyBodyExternal/Countries.
aspx?CountryCode=VAT&Lang=EN

18 http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/crc/crcs65.htm

19 The full list of issues is available here: http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/crc/
crcs65.htm

20 http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/SessionDetails1.
aspx?SessionID=851&Lang=en; http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-25204805

21  Written replies page 1, http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Session-
Details1.aspx?SessionID=851&Lang=en

22  Written replies page 18, http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/Session-
Details1.aspx?SessionID=851&Lang=en 

23 http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG1104/_INDEX.HTM

24 http://www.vaticanstate.va/content/vaticanstate/en/stato-e-governo/legislazione-e-
normativa/leggi-e-decreti.html

25 http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG1104/_INDEX.HTM

26 http://www.daviddfriedman.com/Academic/Course_Pages/legal_systems_very_differ-
ent_12/Papers_12/CanonLaw_Littleton_12.htm

27 Canon 1340 §1, http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG1104/__P4Z.HTM

28 Canon 1336 §1, http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG1104/__P4Y.HTM

29 Canon 1331 §1 & 2, http://www.vatican.va/archive/ENG1104/__P4X.HTM

30 Report by the Centre for Constitutional Rights on behalf of the Survivors Network for those 

Abused by Priests, “Fighting for the Future: Adult Survivors Work to Protect Children and End 
the Culture of Clergy Sexual Abuse”, submitted to the United Nations Committee on the Rights 
of the Child on February 28, 2013, available at: http://www.ccrjustice.org/files/SNAPper 
cent20Shadowper cent20Reportper cent20toper cent20UNper cent20CRC.pdf, at p. 4

31 Ibid., at p. 5-6.

32 http://www.nytimes.com/2010/07/02/world/europe/02pope.html?pagewanted=all

33 http://www.jjay.cuny.edu/churchstudy/main.asp; http://www.bishop-accountability.
org/reports/2004_02_27_JohnJay/index.html; http://www.americancatholic.org/news/
clergysexabuse/johnjaycns.asp; http://www.huffingtonpost.com/thomas-g-plante-phd-abpp/
clergy-sex-abuse-report-l_b_866789.html

34 http://www.childabusecommission.ie/publications/index.html; http://www.theguardian.
com/world/2009/may/20/irish-catholic-schools-child-abuse-claims; http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/
hi/world/europe/8059826.stm; http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/shared/bsp/hi/pdfs/20_05_09_
abuse.pdf

35 http://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/PB09000504; http://www.dacoi.ie/

36 http://www.rte.ie/news/2010/0811/134381-abuse/

37 http://www.rte.ie/news/2010/1211/295410-abuse/

38 http://www.nytimes.com/2010/09/11/world/europe/11belgium.html?_r=0; http://news.
bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/europe/8639253.stm; http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/10407559; http://
www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-11260290; http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/world-
news/europe/belgium/7999965/Belgian-catholic-church-needs-more-time-to-deal-with-child-
abuse.html  

39 http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/europe/8558311.stm; http://edition.cnn.
com/2011/12/16/world/europe/netherlands-church-sex-abuse/; http://www.theguardian.
com/world/2011/dec/16/children-dutch-catholic-institutions-abused  

40 http://www.dw.de/catholic-church-in-germany-calls-off-study-on-sexual-abuse/a-16507382

41 http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/10407559

42  http://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/fcdc/inquiries/inquiry/340

43  http://www.abc.net.au/news/2013-04-30/catholic-church-paid-2430m-to-child-abuse-
victims/4660982/?site=melbourne

44  ‘Betrayal of Trust’, p. xxxi, available at: http://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/fcdc/inquiries/
article/1788

45  For more information, see: http://www.childabuseroyalcommission.gov.au/. 

46  http://www.smh.com.au/national/archbishop-admits-spectacular-bungling-of-child-abuse-
case-20131211-2z5pu.html#ixzz2piMtOqIJ

47  http://www.childabuseroyalcommission.gov.au/our-work/about-the-royal-commission/. 

48 http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=11336777; http://www.theguard-
ian.com/world/2010/mar/28/pope-paedophile-priests-italy

49  http://www.abc.net.au/news/2013-10-03/catholic-church-tried-to-strike-deal-with-police-
over-child-sex/4997774 

50 http://www.bishop-accountability.org/settlements/

51 http://www.nbcnews.com/id/19762878/ns/us_news-life/t/la-archdiocese-settle-suits-
million/
#.UmpEJrMgqlh

52 http://www.bishop-accountability.org/settlements/, http://usatoday30.usatoday.com/
news/religion/2009-03-31-catholic-abuse_N.htm; http://articles.philly.com/2012-06-25/
news/32394491_1_canon-lawyer-catholic-priests-catholic-bishops

53 http://www.bishop-accountability.org/settlements/

54 http://www.bishop-accountability.org/bankruptcy.htm

55 http://www.nbcnews.com/id/19762878/ns/us_news-life/t/la-archdiocese-settle-suits-
million/#.UnEvkLOvg5a; http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/americas/6900129.stm; http://
articles.latimes.com/2007/jul/15/local/me-priests15

56 http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/03/13/us-usa-church-abuse-idUS-
BRE92B15D20130313; http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-21765850; http://www.
dw.de/los-angeles-archdiocese-pays-10-million-to-settle-abuse-cases/a-16666880  

57 http://www.boston.com/globe/spotlight/abuse/stories5/091003_settlement.htm;

58 http://www.nytimes.com/2004/04/21/us/boston-archdiocese-to-sell-land-to-raise-100-mil-
lion.html



44
—

59 http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/03/13/us-usa-church-abuse-idUS-
BRE92B15D20130313; http://edition.cnn.com/2013/03/12/us/california-archdiocese-lawsuit/  

60 http://www.abc.net.au/news/2010-05-17/archbishops-handling-of-abuse-claims-chal-
lenged/830124

61 http://www.abc.net.au/news/2010-05-17/archbishops-handling-of-abuse-claims-chal-
lenged/830124, http://www.brokenrites.org.au/drupal/node/54

62 http://info.catho.be/2013/07/04/belgique-168-victimes-dabus-sexuels-ont-deja-ete-indem-
nisees/;
http://www.barreaudebruxelles.be/La_Lettre/document/divers/proarbabusreglement.pdf,
http://www.centre-arbitrage-abus.be/contact.html

63 http://www.tagesspiegel.de/politik/katholische-kirche-gibt-jedem-missbrauchsopfer-bis-zu-
5000-euro
/3904972.html

64 http://articles.philly.com/2012-06-25/news/32394491_1_canon-lawyer-catholic-priests-
catholic-bishops; http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-18973996; http://www.
nytimes.com/2012/07/25/us/philadelphia-church-official-to-be-sentenced-in-abuse-case.
html?_r=0  

65 http://www.nytimes.com/2012/09/07/us/kansas-city-bishop-convicted-of-shielding-pedo-
phile-priest.html

66 http://www.nytimes.com/1993/12/07/us/former-catholic-priest-sentenced-to-18-to-20-years-
for-sex-crimes.html

67 http://www.nytimes.com/1994/04/15/nyregion/parish-priest-is-sentenced-in-sexual-
assault-of-boys.html

68 http://www.nytimes.com/2003/05/28/us/priest-sentenced-to-20-years-for-molesting-
21-children.html

69 http://query.nytimes.com/gst/fullpage.html?res=950CE4D6123AF935A25751C0A9639C
8B63

70 http://www.lexpress.fr/actualite/societe/10-ans-pour-un-pretre-pedophile_460911.html; 
http://usatoday30.usatoday.com/news/world/2001/02/2001-02-10-priest.htm; http://www.
apostasie.org/french/pedo/fait.html

71 http://www.lemonde.fr/societe/article/2005/06/25/le-pere-lefort-condamne-a-huit-
annees-de-prison_666174_3224.html

72 http://www.lemonde.fr/societe/article/2005/09/21/denis-vadebonc-ur-a-ete-
condamne-a-12-ans-de-reclusion-criminelle_691419_3224.html; http://www.lefigaro.
fr/2006/09/22/01001-20060922ARTFIG90030-l_eveque_de_meaux_partie_civile_au_
proces_d_un_pretre_pedophile.php

73 http://tempsreel.nouvelobs.com/societe/20010829.OBS7884/l-abbe-bissey-renonce-a-
son-appel.html;
http://www.lexpress.fr/actualite/societe/justice/le-secret-de-la-confession-jusqu-ou_493078.
html

74 http://www.lexpress.fr/actualite/societe/10-ans-pour-un-pretre-pedophile_460911.html;  
http://www.lefigaro.fr/2006/09/22/01001-20060922ARTFIG90030-l_eveque_de_meaux_
partie_civile_au_proces_d_un_pretre_pedophile.php

75 http://www.liberation.fr/societe/2000/10/07/dix-huit-ans-de-prison-pour-l-abbe-bis-
sey_339843

76 www.dw-world.de/dw/article/0,,5224213,00.html

77 http://www.spiegel.de/panorama/gesellschaft/missbrauch-katholische-kirche-zieht-bilanz-
fuer-opfer-hotline-a-878148.html; http://www.hilfe-missbrauch.de/

78 http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/devon/7085067.stm

79 http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/devon/6972151.stm;  

80 http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-york-north-yorkshire-14807926

81 http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-17310911; http://www.stokesentinel.co.uk/Priest-
sex-trial-Boy-disgusted-abuse-priest/story-15041836-detail/story.html

82 http://www.birminghammail.co.uk/news/local-news/catholic-church-knew-pervert-
priest-230735; http://www.birminghammail.co.uk/news/local-news/walsall-paedophile-priest-
victim-reveals-229957; http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/crime/8080643/Priest-
jailed-for-21-years-on-child-abuse-charges.html

83 http://www.moustique.be/actu-societe/12705/Pedophilie-chez-les-pretres-la-loi-du-silence

84 http://infocatho.cef.fr/fichiers_html/archives/2000/20next/semaineper 
cent2043/20nx43europeg.html. http://archives.lesoir.be/le-pretre-pedophile-aura-nie-jusqu-
au-dernier-moment-au_t-20001025-Z0JV69.html

85 http://www.demorgen.be/dm/nl/989/Binnenland/article/detail/1104132/2010/05/10/
Dossier-tegen-priester-Jef-V-d-O-wordt-heropend.dhtml

86 http://www.katholieknederland.nl/actualiteit/2005/detail_objectID573995_FJaar2005.
html

87 http://www.perthnow.com.au/news/breaking-news/belgian-bishop-resigns-over-paedo-
phile-scandal/story-e6frg12u-1225857471599; http://www.knack.be/nieuws/belgie/priester-
borremans-veroordeeld-wegens-seksueel-misbruik/article-normal-8072.html

88 http://www.spiritualia.be/blogs/angelus/2008/5/kalmthoutse-parochiepastoor-werd-tot-
kinderpornopriester-benoemd.html

89 http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=11336777; http://www.theguard-
ian.com/world/2010/mar/28/pope-paedophile-priests-italy

90 http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/10407559; http://www.bishop-accountability.org/
news2009/01_02/2009_01_22_Tessadri_NoiVittime_en.htm; http://espresso.repubblica.it/
palazzo/2009/01/22/news/noi-vittime-dei-preti-pedofili-1.11787

91  http://sociedad.elpais.com/sociedad/2013/05/17/actualidad/1368820763_393234.
html

92  http://www.abc.es/local-aragon/20131130/abci-detenido-sacerdote-apropiacion-indebi-
da-201311300040.html

93  http://www.elmundo.es/elmundo/2013/06/09/andalucia/1370769517.html

94  http://elpais.com/elpais/2013/04/01/inenglish/1364819232_671269.html

95  For a list of current and recent court cases, see: http://www.brokenrites.org.au/drupal/
node/236.

96  http://www.theage.com.au/victoria/paedophile-priest-gerald-ridsdale-admits-new-child-
sex-offences-20131118-2xq2e.html. 

97  http://www.theage.com.au/victoria/convicted-paedophile-priest-michael-glennon-dies-in-
jail-20140101-305u5.html 

98  http://www.theage.com.au/victoria/damage-and-misery-14-years-jail-for-christian-brother-
20110808-1iibn.html. 

99  http://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/nation/parents-angry-as-abusing-teacher-gets-
only-10-years-for-sexual-abuse/story-e6frg6nf-1225934051173.

100  http://www.brokenrites.org.au/drupal/node/165 

101  http://www.abc.net.au/news/2013-10-17/paedophile-priest-david-rapson-sen-
tenced/5027930 

102  http://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/nation/former-priest-frank-gerard-klep-pleads-
guilty-to-sex-abuse-of-boys/story-e6frg6nf-1226773359216

103  http://www.heraldsun.com.au/news/law-order/high-profile-priest-fr-julian-fox-in-court-on-
child-sex-charges/story-fnat79vb-1226629859582; http://www.brokenrites.org.au/drupal/
node/236. 

104 http://www.pagina12.com.ar/diario/sociedad/3-43709-2004-11-17.html

105 http://www.vaticancrimes.us/2013/03/pope-francis-concealed-another-pederast.html; 
http://www.lanacion.com.ar/965212-la-historia-secreta-del-cura-condenado-por-abuso-sexual

106 http://www.vaticancrimes.us/2013/03/pope-francis-concealed-another-pederast.html; 
 http://www.lanacion.com.ar/965212-la-historia-secreta-del-cura-condenado-por-abuso-sexual; 
http://www.infojusnoticias.gov.ar/provinciales/otro-cura-condenado-por-abuso-sexual-pide-
salidas-transitorias-611.html

107 http://www.noticiaslaregion.com.ar/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=832:el-
tribunal-penal-nper centC2per centB0-1-condenper centC3per centB3-a-cuatro-aper centC3per 
centB1os-de-prisiper centC3per centB3n-al-sacerdote-chomin-por-abuso-sexual-a-una-menor&Ite
mid=202&tmpl=component&print=1

108 http://sociedad.elpais.com/sociedad/2013/09/25/actualidad/1380128344_997319.
html  

109 http://www.lacapital.com.ar/la-region/Murioacute-monsentildeor-Edgardo-Storni-ex-
arzobispo-acusado-de-abuso-sexual-20120221-0017.html

110 http://www.crin.org/email/crinmail_detail.asp?crinmailID=3292#se

111 http://www.cooperativa.cl/noticias/pais/policial/pedofilia/cura-tato-ya-esta-en-liber-
tad/2012-11-26/193102.html



45
—

CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE AND THE HOLY SEE
THE NEED FOR ACCOUNTABILITY, JUSTICE AND REFORM

112 http://www.emol.com/noticias/nacional/2011/05/13/481447/condenan-a-diez-anos-de-
carcel-a-ex-parroco-de-melipilla-por-explotacion-sexual.html

113 http://www.protegeatushijos.org/inicio/2012/10/9/sacerdotes-chilenos-marco-antonio-
ordenes-francisco-jose-cox.html#.Unven5R5wtw

114 http://www.mercuriovalpo.cl/prontus4_noticias/site/artic/20110219/
pags/20110219000405.html; 
 http://www.biobiochile.cl/2013/10/08/abogado-de-denunciantes-de-karadima-senalo-que-
era-normal-que-arzobispado-niegue-las-acusaciones.shtml

115 http://www.nytimes.com/2010/03/16/world/europe/16church.html?_r=0

116 http://www.sueddeutsche.de/bayern/fall-riekofen-pfarrer-gesteht-missbrauch-von-minis-
tranten-1.272072; http://www.welt.de/regionales/muenchen/article1790778/Paedophiler-
Pfarrer-von-Riekofen-packt-aus.html

117  Der Spiegel, Längere Verjährungsfristen: Bundestag stärkt Rechte von Missbrauchsopfern, 
14 March 2013. Available here: http://www.spiegel.de/politik/deutschland/bundestag-staerkt-
rechte-von-misshandelten-kindern-a-888998.html

118  Ohio Senate Bill 17, 126th General Assembly

119  Survivors Network of those Abused by Priests, “Indiana Senate Bill No. 371: Digest of in-
troduced Bill”. Available here: http://www.snapnetwork.org/legislation/in_statute_bill.htmSur

120  Survivors Network of those Abused by Priests, “Florida legislators draft bill to aid clergy 
victims” 30 June 2002. Available here: http://www.snapnetwork.org/legislation/Florida_legis-
lators.htm

121  California Senate Bill 131, 24 January 2013. Available here: http://leginfo.legislature.
ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201320140SB131.

122  See Stubbings v. Webb [1993] 2 WLR 120

123  See A v. Hoare [2008] UKHL 6. Available here: http://www.bailii.org/uk/cases/
UKHL/2008/6.html. 

124 http://www.canlii.org/en/ca/scc/doc/2004/2004scc17/2004scc17.html

125 http://www.sexualabuseclaimsblog.com/2009/02/catholic_church_liable_for_sexual_
abuse_of_alter_boys_st_johns_newfoundland.html

126 http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-humber-20424136

127 http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-humber-20424136; http://www.theguardian.
com/world/2012/jul/23/catholic-diocese-abuse-claims-middlesbrough

128 http://www.judiciary.gov.uk/Resources/JCO/Documents/Judgments/jge-v-english-prov-
ince-of-our-lady.pdf

129 http://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/feb/28/catholic-church-abuse-claims-compen-
sation; http://www.theguardian.com/law/2012/jul/12/catholic-church-loses-apeal-liability

130   Lord Philips, UK Supreme Court, Judgment 21 November 2012,    http://www.bailii.org/
uk/cases/UKSC/2012/56.html

131 http://www.clarin.com/sociedad/indemnizan-violo-sacerdote_0_910709103.html

132 http://www.eltiempo.com/justicia/ARTICULO-WEB-NEW_NOTA_INTERIOR-10125992.
html;   
http://colombiareports.co/catholic-church-must-compensate-family-of-sexually-abused-children/

133 http://bigstory.ap.org/article/judge-rules-oregon-sex-abuse-case-priests-are-not-employees-
vatican; http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/08/24/the-vatican-cant-be-held-_n_1829178.
html; http://jurist.org/paperchase/2012/08/federal-judge-rules-priests-not-vatican-employees-
in-shttp://jurist.org/paperchase/2012/08/federal-judge-rules-priests-not-vatican-employees-in-
sex-abuse-case.phpex-abuse-case.php

134 http://ccrjustice.org/ourcases/current-cases/survivors-network-of-those-abused-priests-v.-
joseph-ratzingerper cent2C-et-al

135 http://www.crin.org/resources/infodetail.asp?id=26104; http://ccrjustice.org/ourcases/
current-cases/survivors-network-of-those-abused-priests-v.-joseph-ratzingerper cent2C-et-al  

136 http://www.crin.org/resources/infodetail.asp?id=26104; http://www.theguardian.
com/world/2013/feb/11/pope-resigns-sex-abuse-survivors; http://uk.reuters.com/arti-
cle/2011/09/13/us-church-icc-idUSTRE78C5EQ20110913   

137 http://ccrjustice.org/ourcases/current-cases/survivors-network-of-those-abused-priests-v.-
joseph-ratzinger,-et-al; http://www.snapnetwork.org/snap_legal_action; http://www.nytimes.
com/2013/06/14/world/europe/hague-court-declines-inquiry-into-church-abuse-cover-up.
html; http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/06/13/pope-benedict-international-criminal-court-
_n_3436720.html?ncid=edlinkusaolp00000003

138  http://s3.documentcloud.org/documents/243877/victims-communication.pdf / http://
ccrjustice.org/ourcases/current-cases/survivors-network-of-those-abused-priests-v.-joseph-

ratzinger,-et-al

139 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catholic_Church_by_country

140 http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-21443313; http://www.pewforum.org/2013/02/13/
the-global-catholic-population/ which has very substantive further research into the develop-
ment of the worldwide Catholic population over the past century; another interesting diagram 
can be found here http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/worldviews/wp/2013/02/12/
this-map-of-global-catholic-populations-shows-the-churchs-looming-dilemma/  

141 http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-21443313

142 http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-21443313

143 http://www.pewforum.org/2013/02/13/the-global-catholic-population/#pop

144 http://www.economist.com/blogs/easternapproaches/2013/05/poland-0

145 http://www.foxnews.com/world/2013/10/23/leader-poland-catholic-church-under-fire-
over-remarks-about-child-sex-abuse-by/; http://www.vaticancrimes.us/2013/10/poland-catho-
lic-church-refuses-to-pay.html

146 http://www.reuters.com/article/2007/07/15/us-priests-abuse-world-
idUSN1528958320070715; http://www.catholic.org/international/international_story.
php?id=23324

147 http://www.economist.com/blogs/easternapproaches/2013/05/poland-0

148 http://www.vaticancrimes.us/2013/10/poland-catholic-church-refuses-to-pay.html

149 http://www.tportal.hr/vijesti/crnakronika/42459/Prvi-hrvatski-svecenik-pedofil-koji-ide-u-
zatvor.html; http://exposingreligionblog.tumblr.com/post/7864156617

150 http://www.praguepost.com/news/3950-czech-church-responds-to-abuse-scandal.html; 
http://exposingreligionblog.tumblr.com/post/7864156617

151 http://dnevnik.hr/bin/article.php?article_id=4739;

152 http://www.delfi.lt/news/daily/crime/sutana-sutepe-seksualinis-skandalas.d?id=30281175

153 http://www.theguardian.com/world/2005/nov/26/brazil.religion

154  http://www.crin.org/email/crinmail_detail.asp?crinmailID=3292;
http://observers.france24.com/content/20100318-priest-altar-boy-video-sparks-sex-abuse-
investigation-luiz-marques-barbosa-brazil; http://www.vaticancrimes.us/2013/06/pederast-
priest-charged-with-enabling.html; http://www.jornaldamidia.com.br/noticias/2005/11/05/
Brasil/Padre_pedofilo_e_flagrado_com_4_a.shtml 
 http://www.bishop-accountability.org/news2005_07_12/2005_11_21_Allen_SexAbuse.htm  

155  https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/bl.html

156  http://www.lostiempos.com/diario/actualidad/nacional/20110411/tribunal-de-monteagu-
do-sentencia-a-15-anos-de-prision-a-sacerdote-por_121137_241833.html
http://www.informador.com.mx/internacional/2013/439131/6/ex-cura-catolico-condenado-
por-pederastia-aparece-ahorcado-en-bolivia.htm

157  http://www.semana.com/mundo/articulo/piden-elevar-condena-sacerdote-pedofilo-
bolivia/126477-3

158  http://www.hindustantimes.com/world-news/SouthAmerica/Vatican-removes-Peru-Bishop-
over-sex/Article1- 1125088.aspx

159  http://colombiareports.co/colombia-cardinal-calls-denunciation-sexually-abusive-prie

160  http://colombiareports.co/colombian-congressman-accused-sexually-abusing-minor/

161 http://upsidedownworld.org/main/news-briefs-archives-68/4386-activists-demand-justice-
for-victims-of-clerical-sex-abuse-in-mexico

162 http://edition.cnn.com/2013/03/11/world/asia/will-asia-rise-to-the-papal-throne/

163 http://www.catholicsforchoice.org/topics/other/keypubs.asp; http://www.likhaan.net/

164 http://www.ucanews.com/news/philippine-bishops-accused-of-abuse-cover-up/68411

165 http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/asia-pacific/2116154.stm

166 http://www.ucanews.com/news/philippine-bishops-accused-of-abuse-cover-up/68411

167 http://edition.cnn.com/2013/03/11/world/asia/will-asia-rise-to-the-papal-throne/

168 http://themediaproject.org/article/though-out-spotlight-africa-still-affected-catholic-clergy-
scandal?page=0,1

169 http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/belief/2011/jun/19/kit-cunningham-child-
abuse; http://www.thisisleicestershire.co.uk/Ex-pupils-seek-abuse-pay/story-18480095-detail/
story.html#axzz2O5qeeR1S/



46
—

170 http://articles.latimes.com/2013/may/04/world/la-fg-africa-catholic-abuse-20130505; 
http://nbs.ug/details.php?option=acat&a=585#.Ulgffa7ztTM; http://www.nbs.ug/details.
php?option=acat&a=563#.Ulgfb67ztTM

171 http://www.ekimeeza.com/2013/09/19/sentenced-catholic-priest-gets-10-years-in-jail-for-
defilement/;
http://themediaproject.org/article/though-out-spotlight-africa-still-affected-catholic-clergy-
scandal?page=0,1

172 http://www.standardmedia.co.ke/?articleID=2000083217; http://www.standardmedia.
co.ke/?articleID=2000076926&story_title=shikuku-son-sues-catholic-
church-for-sexual-abuse&pageNo=2; http://www.africanseer.com/news/african-news/kenya-
news/
250344-shikukuper centE2per cent80per cent99s-son-sues-six-catholic-priests-for-s-xually-
abusing-him.html; http://www.rnw.nl/africa/article/vatican-punishes-dutch-bishop-child-abuse-
kenya;
http://www.spiegel.de/international/world/sins-of-the-flesh-church-shaken-by-sexual-abuse-al-
legations-in-africa-a-773255-2.html; http://www.nation.co.ke/News/Familyper cent20criesper 
cent20outper cent20forper cent20justiceper cent20overper cent
20girlper cent20rapedper cent20byper cent20Catholicper cent20priest/-/1056/947142/-/
s5j66xz/-/index.html; http://www.spiegel.de/international/world/sins-of-the-flesh-church-
shaken-by-sexual-abuse-allegations
-in-africa-a-773255.html; http://www.afrik-news.com/article17549.html; http://www.boston.
com/news/world/africa/articles/2010/04/11/abuse_charge_against_catholic_priest_roils_
kenya/; http://themediaproject.org/article/though-out-spotlight-africa-still-affected-catholic-
clergy-
scandal?page=0,1; http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2010/04/12/renato-kizito-sesana-
abus_n_533809.html; http://www.nation.co.ke/News/Fr-Kizito-freed-for-lack-of-evi-
dence--/-/1056/1170734/-/l29tyhz/-/index.html;
http://www.newsfromafrica.org/newsfromafrica/articles/art_12197.html

173 http://www.afrik-news.com/article17549.html;
http://www.vaticancrimes.us/2013/06/pederast-priest-charged-with-enabling.html;
http://usatoday30.usatoday.com/news/religion/2010-04-14-moving-clergy-abuse_N.htm

174 http://themediaproject.org/article/though-out-spotlight-africa-still-affected-catholic-clergy-
scandal?page=0,1

175 http://rapevictimsofthecatholicchurch.wordpress.com/tag/zimbabwe/

176 http://themediaproject.org/article/though-out-spotlight-africa-still-affected-catholic-clergy-
scandal?page=0,1

177 http://www.spiegel.de/international/world/sins-of-the-flesh-church-shaken-by-sexual-
abuse-
allegations-in-africa-a-773255-2.html

178 http://www.iol.co.za/news/crime-courts/german-priest-faces-extradition-over-
abuse-1.1578624#.
Ul_s2a7ztTP; http://www.enca.com/south-africa/german-priest-be-tried-child-abuse

179 http://articles.latimes.com/2013/may/04/world/la-fg-africa-catholic-abuse-20130505; 
http://www.ibtimes.com/cardinal-says-pedophilia-not-crime-durban-archbishop-wilfrid-fox-
napier-apologizes-saying-pedophiles

180 http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/africa/1952894.stm

181 http://themediaproject.org/article/though-out-spotlight-africa-still-affected-catholic-clergy-
scandal?page=0,1

182 http://www.iol.co.za/news/crime-courts/cardinal-clears-up-paedophilia-
stance-1.1487885#.UlgcZK7ztTM

183 http://www.boston.com/globe/spotlight/abuse/archives/070292_porter.htm

184 http://www.focus.de/panorama/vermischtes/missbrauch-an-jesuiten-schulen-der-orden-
entschuldigt-
sich-bei-den-opfern_aid_476595.html; http://www.thelocal.de/national/20100202-24969.
html; http://www.tagesspiegel.de/berlin/missbrauch-canisius-kolleg-der-schwierige-weg-der-
veraenderung/6082506.html

185 See inter alia: http://media.apps.chicagotribune.com/fugitives/priests.html; http://www.
dallasnews.com/sharedcontent/dws/spe/2004/runawaypriests/

186 http://www.cbsnews.com/8301-202_162-6397279.html

187 http://www.cbsnews.com/8301-202_162-6397279.html

188 http://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/article.cfm?c_id=1&objectid=10847950

189 http://www.cbsnews.com/8301-202_162-6397279.html

190 http://ncronline.org/news/accountability/bishops-were-warned-abusive-priests

191 BBC Panorama interview, http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/programmes/panorama/5392338.
stm

192 http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/shared/bsp/hi/pdfs/28_09_06_Crimen_english.pdf; http://
www.vatican.va/resources/resources_crimen-sollicitationis-1962_en.html

193 http://www.theguardian.com/world/2003/aug/18/uk.religion

194 http://www.jgray.org/codes/cic83eng.html

195 http://www.nytimes.com/2010/07/02/world/europe/02pope.html?pagewanted=all

196 http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/americas/8587082.stm; http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/
world-us-canada-21765850

197 http://www.nytimes.com/2010/07/02/world/europe/02pope.html?pagewanted=all

198  Ibid

199 http://www.bishop-accountability.org/resources/resource-files/churchdocs/Sacramentoru-
mAndNormaeEnglish.htm

200  One of the experts was Dr Marie Keenan, her book “Child Sexual Abuse and the 
Catholic Church: Gender, Power and Organisational Culture (2011) can be found here: http://
books.google.co.uk/books?id=A5zgD9-
XM_0C&printsec=frontcover&dq=dr+Marie+keenan&hl=en&sa=X&ei=3Hd7Uuy6EbLd7QbIi
oC4Bw&v
ed=0CDIQ6AEwAA#v=onepage&q=drper cent20Marieper cent20keenan&f=false

201 http://www.zenit.org/en/articles/vatican-study-on-sex-abuse-the-passion-s-casting-director

202  Keenan, Marie. Child Sexual Abuse and the Catholic Church, Gender, Power and Organi-
zational Culture. 2012 Oxford University Press.

203 http://books.google.co.uk/books/about/Sexual_abuse_in_the_Catholic_Church.
html?id=9ygvAAAAYAAJ&redir_esc=y

204 http://jurist.org/paperchase/2010/04/vatican-releases-church-response.php

205 http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/letters/2010/documents/hf_ben-xvi_
let_20100319_church-ireland_en.html; http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/europe/8577793.
stm

206 http://www.aljazeera.com/news/europe/2010/03/201032011831311581.html; http://
edition.cnn.com/2010/WORLD/europe/03/20/pope.letter.abuse.ireland/index.html

207 http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_
doc_20110503_abuso-minori_en.html

208  http://content.time.com/time/world/article/0,8599,2072129,00.html; http://www.secular-
ism.org.uk/new-vatican-guidelines-on-child1.html; http://www.theguardian.com/world/2011/
may/16/vatican-sex-abuse-guidelines-criticised; http://www.nytimes.com/2011/05/17/world/
europe/17vatican.html?_r=0

209  http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/crc/crcs65.htm

210  http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-16912749

211 http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-23251503

212 http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-23278830

213 http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/SessionDetails1.
aspx?SessionID=851&Lang=en; http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-25204805

214 http://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/treatybodyexternal/SessionDetails1.
aspx?SessionID=851&Lang=en; http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-25204805

215 http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-25204805; http://ccrjustice.org/newsroom/
press-releases/vatican-responds-un-questions-sexual-violence-against-children

216 http://uk.reuters.com/article/2013/12/05/uk-pope-abuse-commission-idUKBRE9B-
40JW20131205; http://edition.cnn.com/2013/12/05/world/europe/vatican-abuse-commis-
sion/  

217 http://www.nytimes.com/2010/07/02/world/europe/02pope.html?pagewanted=all

218  http://theweek.com/article/index/250617/it-looks-like-pope-francis-is-serious-about-clean-
ing-up-the-catholic- church; https://www.hrw.org/news/2013/10/15/listening-pope-francis



47
—

CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE AND THE HOLY SEE
THE NEED FOR ACCOUNTABILITY, JUSTICE AND REFORM




