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Submission to the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
The Situation of Persons with Disabilities Affected by War in the Occupied Palestinian Territory
Submitted by Atfaluna Society for Deaf Children
About Atfaluna:
Atfaluna Society for Deaf Children (ASDC) is a local NGO, established in 1992 in Gaza City, in order to help persons with hearing disability in the Gaza Strip to have their chance in life through education, rehabilitation, and job training and employment opportunities.  From its establishment as a small school for the students with hearing disability serving 27 pupils in 1992, Atfaluna now serves more than 40,000 persons with and without disabilities annually through a multitude of interventions and training programs implemented within a holistic and right-based and inclusive approaches involving children and adults with without disabilities, their families, service providers organizations, and the community-at-large.
Vision: 
A Palestinian disability inclusive society where persons with disabilities enjoy their full rights. 
Mission: 
Atfaluna Society for Deaf Children is a non-profit organization that works to empower persons with hearing disability in the Gaza Strip within a disability-inclusive development framework to ensure quality of life.












1. Introduction: Scope and Legal Basis
This submission is presented by Atfaluna Society for Deaf Children (ASDC), a leading Palestinian organization providing inclusive services in the Gaza Strip since 1992. ASDC submits this report under the framework of Article 11 of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD), which mandates that States Parties take all necessary measures to ensure the protection and safety of persons with disabilities in situations of risk, including armed conflict and humanitarian emergencies.
The situation in the Gaza Strip since October 2023 has evolved into a catastrophic humanitarian crisis, characterized by systematic attacks on civilians and civilian infrastructure, mass displacement, economic collapse, and a near-total breakdown of health, education, and protection systems. In this context, persons with disabilities, including children, older persons, and women and girls with disabilities, have suffered disproportionate harm and deprivation, as documented through coordinated assessments by ASDC, OCHA, WHO, ACAPS, and the Protection Cluster.
This submission draws upon three primary sources: (1) the July 2025 Protection Analysis Update by the Protection Cluster; (2) ASDC's Situation Report (March 2025); and (3) ASDC’s Education Matters Needs Assessment (July 2024). All findings are referenced accordingly.
2. The Disproportionate Impact of Armed Conflict on Persons with Disabilities in Gaza
Since 7 October 2023, the war against the Gaza Strip resulted in over 61,158 deaths and 151,442 injuries in Gaza, with an estimated 25% of injuries resulting in new, permanent disabilities requiring ongoing rehabilitation.[footnoteRef:1] More than 40,500 children have been injured; ten children lose one or both legs each day, and an estimated 35,000 people now live with significant hearing loss due to explosions.[footnoteRef:2] The war has left persons with disabilities facing increased exposure to injury, death, and long-term harm due to repeated forced displacement, destruction of infrastructure, inaccessibility of humanitarian aid, and separation from caregivers. [1:  Protection Cluster, "Protection Analysis Update, July 2025," p. 2]  [2:  Ibid] 

Despite Article 11 obligations, ensuring protection or make reasonable accommodations for evacuation or humanitarian access has been completely absence. Many persons with disabilities have been left behind in evacuation zones, unable to flee due to inaccessible transport, destroyed assistive devices, or lack of adapted communication tools.[footnoteRef:3] The absence of inclusive evacuation protocols has exacerbated protection risks and isolation. [3:  Ibid, p.4-5] 

3. Forced Displacement and Inaccessibility of Shelters
More than 1.9 million people in Gaza have been forcibly displaced, many more than once. Ninety percent of Gaza’s population has experienced forced displacement without access to inclusive shelter.[footnoteRef:4] According to ASDC assessments, 91.6% of displaced families (93.3% among households  [4:   ASDC, "Situation Report, March 2025," p. 4.
] 



with disabilities) indicated that shelters were unsuitable and lacked privacy.[footnoteRef:5] Accessibility challenges were reported by 90.1% of persons with disabilities in shelters.[footnoteRef:6] [5:  ASDC, "Situation Report, March 2025," p.]  [6:   Ibid.] 

Displacement shelters are overcrowded, lack electricity, and are structurally unsafe—84.9% of families with disabilities reported safety concerns.[footnoteRef:7] More than two-thirds of respondents (67.6%) indicated that latrines are inaccessible to persons with disabilities and lack privacy.[footnoteRef:8] The situation violates the right to adequate housing and personal integrity guaranteed under the UNCRPD and other international instruments. [7:   Ibid.]  [8:   Ibid., p. 7.] 

The destruction or loss of assistive devices—reported by 83% of persons with disabilities—has drastically increased dependence, reduced autonomy, and exposed persons with disabilities to further neglect, abuse, and injury.[footnoteRef:9] The current emergency response lacks inclusive shelter design, accessible WASH facilities, or alternative safe spaces for women, girls, and persons with disabilities. [9:   Protection Cluster, "Protection Analysis Update," p. 3.] 

4. Destruction of Civilian Infrastructure and Health Services
The war has destroyed more than 92% of Gaza’s housing units and 95% of its schools, depriving the population of shelter, education, and protection.[footnoteRef:10] Hospitals and health facilities have been systematically targeted. As of June 2025, only 47% of hospitals and 38% of primary health care centers are partially functional.[footnoteRef:11] At least five major rehabilitation organizations, including ASDC, have sustained irreversible damage.[footnoteRef:12] [10:  Ibid., p. 5.]  [11:  Ibid.]  [12:  ASDC, "Situation Report," p. 5.] 

The only limb reconstruction and rehabilitation center in Gaza became non-functional in late 2023. More than 10,000 children and adults remain in urgent need of evacuation for life-threatening injuries, yet medical evacuations have declined by 94% since the Rafah border closure.[footnoteRef:13] [13:  Protection Cluster, p. 6.] 

The loss of services has especially affected persons with disabilities who need regular access to physiotherapy, audiology, speech therapy, mental health care, and medication. Eighty percent of older persons in Gaza need medical supplies, and nearly all children with disabilities lack access to basic health and rehabilitation services.[footnoteRef:14] [14:  Ibid., pp. 6–7.] 

5. Denial of Inclusive Education
The entire education system in Gaza has collapsed. Since October 2023, more than 625,000 children are out of school; this is the third academic year disrupted by conflict in four years.[footnoteRef:15] According to OCHA and ASDC assessments, 386 schools were damaged or destroyed, and the rest have been repurposed as IDP shelters.[footnoteRef:16] [15:  ASDC, "Education Matters Assessment, July 2024," p. 9.]  [16:  1Ibid., pp. 9–10.] 

The impact on children with disabilities is severe. Eighty-seven percent of principals reported that the curriculum is not adapted to students with disabilities. Over 83% of teachers lack the capacity to apply inclusive teaching strategies, and many harbor negative attitudes toward inclusion.[footnoteRef:17] Children with disabilities face higher rates of exclusion, peer bullying, and teacher neglect, particularly in overcrowded or unsafe learning environments. [17:  Ibid., p. 13.] 

Children with disabilities who previously relied on specialized support services—such as sign language instruction, hearing aids, or Braille materials—have lost access to these accommodations due to attacks on educational and service institutions.[footnoteRef:18] Their right to education under Article 24 of the UNCRPD has been gravely violated. [18:   Ibid., p. 14. 
23 Ibid.] 

6. Psychosocial Distress and Emotional Abuse
War-related trauma has deeply affected children and adults, with disproportionate psychological harm among persons with disabilities. ASDC assessments found that 96.7% of children with and without disabilities suffer from panic attacks and continuous crying, while 79.8% of children with disabilities reported increased exposure to violence.[footnoteRef:19] [19:  Ibid., p. 15.] 

Children with disabilities exhibit high rates of introversion, aggression, fear, and detachment. Ninety percent of children with disabilities experience bullying in displacement shelters, and over 91% lack access to any safe or recreational space.[footnoteRef:20]Caregivers report resorting to violence in 87% of households with children with disabilities due to lack of support and extreme stress.[footnoteRef:21] [20:  Ibid., pp. 22–23.]  [21:  Ibid., p. 20.] 

The breakdown of caregiving networks due to repeated displacement has resulted in emotional neglect, with individuals experiencing isolation and lack of support in performing basic activities. Mental health and psychosocial support (MHPSS) services are nearly absent.[footnoteRef:22] These conditions violate Article 16 (freedom from exploitation, violence, and abuse) and Article 25 (health) of the UNCRPD. [22:  Protection Cluster, pp. 6–8.] 

7. Gender-Based Violence and Intersectional Risks
Women and girls with disabilities in Gaza face layered discrimination due to the intersection of gender, disability, age, and displacement status. Prior to the conflict, they were already four times more likely to experience intimate partner violence than their non-disabled peers.[footnoteRef:23] Since the escalation, overcrowded and inaccessible shelters have exposed them to heightened risks of sexual and gender-based violence (SGBV), harassment, and exploitation. Ninety percent of displacement sites lack privacy for women and girls, with a near-total absence of adapted WASH facilities.[footnoteRef:24] [23:  "Protection Analysis Update," p. 8.]  [24:  Ibid., p. 7.] 

Older women and widows with disabilities are particularly vulnerable to tenure-related violence and exclusion from inheritance rights, leading to unlawful eviction and economic abuse.[footnoteRef:25] The destruction of judicial infrastructure and lack of civil documentation among displaced populations has left many without legal recourse.[footnoteRef:26] [25:  Ibid., p. 9.]  [26:  Ibid., p. 9.] 

Limited access to SGBV services for women with disabilities further exacerbates their isolation. Communication barriers, the destruction of safe spaces, and the absence of trained staff have rendered protection inaccessible for many survivors.[footnoteRef:27] The failure to ensure non-discriminatory, inclusive, and accessible response mechanisms violates Articles 6 and 16 of the UNCRPD. [27:  Ibid., pp. 8–9. ] 

8. Stigmatization, Discrimination, and Exclusion from Humanitarian Response
Persons with disabilities in Gaza face widespread stigmatization, which has worsened under the current crisis. According to the Protection Cluster, families increasingly view persons with disabilities as a burden.[footnoteRef:28] At the same time, discriminatory aid practices have excluded them from accessing essential supplies, especially at militarized distribution points that are physically dangerous and logistically inaccessible.[footnoteRef:29] [28:  ASDC, "Situation Report," p. 8.]  [29:  Protection Cluster, p. 7.] 

UNRWA and partners report that over 10,000 persons with disabilities remain unable to access needed assistive devices, hygiene materials, or specialized food due to imposed restrictions.[footnoteRef:30] Nutrition-related data show 60,000 cases of severe acute malnutrition among children are expected, and persons with disabilities are at heightened risk due to dietary complications and reduced immunity.[footnoteRef:31] [30:  Ibid.]  [31:  Ibid., p. 6.] 

Information and warnings are rarely communicated in accessible formats—no Braille materials remain in Gaza, and assistive communication tools are unavailable.[footnoteRef:32] Persons with sensory, cognitive, or psychosocial impairments are often unable to evacuate, navigate services, or access protection pathways. This exclusion contravenes Articles 9 and 21 of the UNCRPD. [32:  Ibid., p. 8.] 

9. Risks of Explosive Ordnance and Environmental Hazards
The risk of injury or death from unexploded ordnance is extreme and increasing. Fifty million tons of rubble—much of it contaminated—cover Gaza. At least 98 explosive ordnance incidents have already been recorded, including those involving children and persons with disabilities.[footnoteRef:33] [33:  Ibid., p. 10.] 

EO contamination disproportionately affects persons with physical, sensory, and cognitive impairments who cannot quickly evacuate or detect signs of danger. Sand barriers, debris, and unmarked hazards prevent mobility aid users from accessing safe routes.[footnoteRef:34] Mine risk education is not adapted to those with visual, auditory, or intellectual disabilities.[footnoteRef:35] [34:  Ibid.]  [35:  Ibid., p. 9.] 

Despite Mine Action partners’ efforts, access constraints and communications blackouts prevent outreach to the most at-risk groups. Assistive devices such as prosthetics and wheelchairs are unavailable, and hundreds of persons with amputations remain without adequate support.36 The right to life, protection, and access to risk mitigation strategies, as enshrined in Articles 10 and 11, is gravely compromised.
10. Conclusions and Urgent Recommendations
The current conflict in the Gaza Strip has triggered a profound and systemic failure to protect the rights of persons with disabilities under the UNCRPD. 
The war has not only generated mass impairment and psychological trauma but has also entrenched structural discrimination, denied access to critical services, and undermined the dignity and rights of persons with disabilities. The humanitarian response has been insufficiently inclusive and largely inaccessible.
In light of the evidence presented, the following urgent measures are recommended:
· The UN Committee should urge all actors to fulfill its obligations under Article 11 by ensuring inclusive protection, accessible humanitarian assistance, and immediate cessation of attacks on civilian infrastructure.
· Humanitarian actors must integrate disability inclusion across all sectors, including shelter, health, food, education, WASH, protection, and livelihoods.
· Assistive devices, inclusive communication, and specialized services must be prioritized and secured through unimpeded humanitarian access.
· Funding must be scaled up for Palestinian OPDs to lead inclusive response efforts and provide peer-led support.
· International mechanisms should monitor, document, and address violations against persons with disabilities to ensure accountability.
The situation of persons with disabilities in Gaza is a test of the international community's commitment to the UNCRPD. Without urgent, inclusive, and coordinated action, the rights enshrined in Article 11 will remain unrealized for one of the most marginalized populations in the current conflict.
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