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Madam Chair,
Distinguished Members of the Committee on Enforced Disappearances, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
On behalf of the Secretary-General of the United Nations, it is a pleasure to open the twenty-third session of the Committee on Enforced Disappearances.
Allow me to start by welcoming you all here. It is a privilege for us at the OHCHR to work with a group of experts who, through their daily work, demonstrate their full commitment to accompany the world to eradicate, prevent, punish and heal the effects of enforced disappearances.
Contrary to what many people seem to believe, enforced disappearances remain an unbearable reality worldwide. As you highlighted in the video that you released together with the Working Group on Enforced and involuntary disappearances last 30 August: “Every-day in the world, thousands of people disappear and those affected are millions of people”: children, mothers, fathers, brothers, sisters, and relatives. All have to endure the unbearable reality of endless anguish, doubts and despair… The words of one of the victims in the video was particularly touching: “there is a fear of hope”. Another one underlined that: “Disappearances are shutting dreams”. 
The International Convention for the protection of all persons against enforced disappearances is clear: 
1. No one shall be subjected to enforced disappearance.
2. No exceptional circumstances whatsoever, […] may be invoked as a justification for enforced disappearance.
These statements sound simple and obvious. The need to have such simple statements set out in legal norms belies a sad reality. As the figures continue to rise, new trends are appearing. Since your last session in April, the Committee has registered 43 new urgent actions. We observe a clear increase in the number of women victims of disappearance: they represent 30% of registered cases since April, in contrast to only 5% of the cases registered before. 
Unfortunately, we also must highlight the high number of reprisals against families and relatives of disappeared people. The Committee has had to request Interim Measures in 65% of the urgent actions registered for Mexico, for example. 
Dear Madam Chair,
Distinguished Members of the Committee on Enforced Disappearances, 
Ladies and Gentlemen,
At the end of 2022, 12 years will have passed since the entry into force of the Convention on 23 December 2010. Since then, important progress has been achieved in several of the States parties that have taken action to implement the recommendations of the Committee to improve the compliance of their practice and their legislative and jurisprudential frameworks with the Convention. Also, since then, some States have taken immediate measures in reply to the Urgent Action requests that contributed to the location of 431 people, 400 of them alive. 
Indeed, this young treaty and its monitoring body have amply proven their value. But it is not enough. Unfortunately, various factors still limit your actions.
To start with, the slow ratification of the Convention prevents the Committee from reaching the global impact it can and should achieve. I regret to recall that since your last session, there have been no new ratifications of the Convention, which therefore continues to record only 68 State parties. On behalf of the Secretary General, we reiterate the call to all member States to commit to combatting enforced disappearances, beginning with the immediate ratification of the Convention.
Secondly, the Committee is clearly suffering from a lack of meeting time. Two sessions of two weeks per year is not enough to allow the Committee to fulfil its mandate. From the Secretariat, we witness and share the intensified workload of the Committee and the increasing backlog of State party reports to examine. If the meeting time and human resources of the Committee on Enforced Disappearances remain as they are today, with the workload before you as of today, the agenda of your sessions would already be full until 2032. This is absolutely not acceptable. Enforced disappearances are an issue of life and death, and all aspects of this issue must be addressed without delay. 
We know that your programme of work during each session overflows, requiring an increasing number of activities to be undertaken inter-sessionally, including: meetings with States, NGOs and NHRIs to provide support and guidance on urgent issues related to the Convention; follow-up and development of mandated activities; and interaction with UN partners and other human rights mechanisms. Such activities are now part of your daily life. 
While we commend the full commitment of the members of this Committee and its Secretariat, it is obvious that such a rhythm is not sustainable.
I understand that the specificities and needs of the Committee on Enforced Disappearances were thoroughly addressed during the Chairs’ meeting last June. In your contribution to the Chairs’ report, you clearly identified the specificities and needs of the Committee and provided concrete proposals as to the way to address them. We invite all States to read this contribution attentively to understand the reality of your Committee and remedy the situation urgently. 
The fact that the Convention did not introduce a system of periodic reporting was the result of large discussions and reflections. This does not exclude the work of CED from both the benefits and requirements of predictability and appropriate resources for implementing your mandated activities. 
In the context of the treaty bodies strengthening process, the treaty body chairs agreed  that CED specificities have to be taken into account in the Predictable 8-Year Schedule of Reviews that the Chairpersons recently decided to embark upon and is currently being developed in concrete terms. All stakeholders have demanded greater predictability throughout the years. We are confident that the implementation of the Predictable Review calendar will be possible and mark a positive turning point to this end.
The proposals that the Committee has made to adapt the requirements of the Convention to the call for predictability are thoughtful. We must also note that all the Committee’s proposals have been made with a view not to overburdening States with reports, and that the Committee’s requests have been for the strict minimum level of additional resources necessary for it to fulfil its mandate.
We hope these proposals will be welcomed by States who make the final decisions on resources, both for CED and all other treaty bodies.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Madame Chair and distinguished members of the Committee,
In the meantime, we must go on with the daily activities to promote and implement the Convention, and to join forces against enforced disappearances. 
In that regard, I want to highlight that the Committee on Enforced Disappearances has been particularly active over the last months to ensure the widest possible interaction with all stakeholders. We have taken note that the Committee has: 
· invited other Committees and Special Procedure mandate holders to take part to a joint statement on illegal adoptions;
· You called for inputs to civil society, States, NHRIs, UN agencies, the academia, international cooperation and other relevant actors on your project of declaration on enforced disappearances and non-State actors;
· You called for written inputs on the concept note of your general comment on disappearances in the context of migration, and have organized regional consultations with Asia, Latin America and the Caribbean on this project. You are now organizing similar consultations for Africa and Europe. 
· Finally, you invited all interested actors to provide inputs for the preparation of the visit to Iraq that is scheduled from 12 November this year. 
In all these projects, you have directly engaged with OHCHR Field presences and other parts of OHCHR. Such projects and interactions take time, but they are essential to enrich the discussion, to ensure that all actors can share their perspectives, and to strengthen or build new partnerships to promote the implementation of Treaty Bodies recommendations. 
I am aware that you have a heavy program ahead of you for the next two weeks, and would like to extend my best wishes to all of you for a successful and productive session. 
Thank you for the attention.  
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