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		Chapter I
		Matters brought to the attention of States parties
[bookmark: _Hlk135934022]		Decisions
		Decision 89/I
General recommendation No. 40 on the equal and inclusive representation of women in decision-making systems
On 23 October 2024, the Committee adopted general recommendation No. 40 (2024) on the equal and inclusive representation of women in decision-making systems (CEDAW/C/GC/40), by consensus.
		Decision 89/II
Joint statement titled “Upholding women’s and girls’ rights in Iraq”
On 17 October, the Committee adopted a statement titled “Upholding women’s and girls’ rights in Iraq”, to be issued jointly with the Committee on the Rights of the Child, the Working Group on discrimination against women and girls, the Special Rapporteur on violence against women and girls and the Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, subject to their endorsement.
[bookmark: _Hlk135984696]			Decision 89/III
Working Group on gender stereotypes
The Committee decided to transform its task force on gender stereotypes into a working group, to be co-chaired by Bandana Rana and Rhoda Reddock, with a view to elaborating a draft general recommendation on the topic.
		Decision 89/IV
Working Group on women, peace and security
Departing from its decision 72/XII on the rationalisation of working groups, the Committee decided to establish a working group on women, peace and security, absorbing its task forces on Afghanistan and Ukraine, with a mandate to prepare reviews of States parties in conflict or post-conflict situations and keep abreast of ongoing conflicts and the evolution of the women, peace and security agenda, and with limited secretariat support focusing on the aforementioned State party reviews. It also decided that in drafting statements, members of the working group shall limit themselves to priority situations and that members of the working group would commit to drafting the statements.
		Decision 89/V
Provisional application of an eight-year cycle for the adoption of lists of issues prior to reporting 
Pending the operationalization of an eight-year predictable review cycle by the human rights treaty bodies, the Committee decided to apply provisionally an eight-year cycle for the adoption of lists of issues prior to reporting, based on a target of 24 lists of issues prior to reporting/lists of issues adopted per year. It also decided to announce the States parties to be reviewed or for which lists of issues prior to reporting/lists of issues will be adopted one year in advance.
		Decision 89/VI
Adoption of statements 
		The Committee decided that statements of the Committee on urgent situations shall be fast-tracked, concise and media-oriented, and to delegate authority to the Chair to approve such statements inter-sessionally. Statements on controversial issues shall be approved in plenary session or, inter-sessionally, shall be circulated to the whole Committee for approval. Statements to be issued jointly with other human rights mechanisms on topics on which the Committee has a consensual position (e.g., child marriage) may be signed by the Chair alone.
		Decision 89/VII
Operationalization of the Addis Ababa guidelines 
Pending the harmonization by the annual meeting of Chairpersons of the practices of treaty bodies in operationalizing the guidelines on the independence and impartiality of members of the human rights treaty bodies (“the Addis Ababa guidelines”; A/67/222, annex I), the Committee decided that concerns relating to a potential conflict of interest of a member of the Committee shall be raised timely and the member concerned shall be informed of such concern. It also decided that any concern shall be addressed, to the extent possible, by the respective regional group when designating a country rapporteur or a member of a pre-sessional working group of the Committee.
		Decision 89/VIII
		Technical cooperation event in Suva, Fiji
	The Committee decided to amend its decision 88/V by reconceptualizing its planned regional engagement with States parties from the Pacific region in Suva, Fiji, in April 2025 as a technical cooperation event. It decided to invite three States parties from the region for a constructive engagement on their respective periodic reports during the one-week technical cooperation event and to adopt its concluding observations on those reports at its subsequent formal session in Geneva. It also decided to invite representatives of Niue, Palau and Tonga to attend the technical cooperation event as observers, subject to available funding, and to engage with those States parties, with a view to promoting their ratification of or accession to the Convention, respectively.
		Decision 89/IX
Topics of future general recommendations
[bookmark: _Hlk149233003]The Committee decided to elaborate a draft general recommendation No. 42 on the rights of women and girls with disabilities, updating general recommendation No. 18, after the adoption of its draft general recommendation No. 41 on gender stereotypes. It designated Ms. Peláez Narváez as focal point and Ms. Tisheva as alternate focal point to start working informally on the preparation for a future draft general recommendation No. 42. It also identified the following topics for future general recommendations and updates: the digital economy, including artificial intelligence, and women’s human rights and economic empowerment; women human rights defenders; the backlash against women’s human rights and gender equality; the Cybercrime Conventions and women’s human rights. The Committee further entrusted its working group on gender-based violence and focal point and alternate focal point on sexual and reproductive health and rights to update, without secretariat resources, general recommendation No. 24 (1999) on women and health.
		Decision 89/X
Pre-sessional Working Group
The Committee confirmed the members of the pre-sessional working group for the ninety-first session, Brenda Akia, Daphna Hacker, Dalia Leinarte, Bandana Rana and Rhoda Reddock. Ms. Hacker declined due to an urgent situation requiring her early departure.
		Chapter II
		Organizational and other matters
	A.	States parties to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women and to the Optional Protocol
As at 25 October, the closing date of the eighty-seventh session of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women, there were 189 States parties to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, which was adopted by the General Assembly in its resolution 34/180 and opened for signature, ratification and accession in New York on 1 March 1980. In accordance with its article 27, the Convention entered into force on 3 September 1981. In addition, 81 Contracting States had accepted the amendment to article 20, paragraph 1, of the Convention, concerning the Committee’s meeting time. A total of 126 States parties to the Convention are currently required to accept the amendment in order to bring it into force, in accordance with its provisions. 
At the same date, there were 115 States parties to the Optional Protocol to the Convention, which was adopted by the General Assembly in its resolution 54/4 and opened for signature, ratification and accession in New York on 10 December 1999. In accordance with its article 16, the Optional Protocol entered into force on 22 December 2000.
Updated information on the status of the Convention, the amendment to the Convention and its Optional Protocol, as well as lists of States signatories and parties and the texts of declarations, reservations, objections and other relevant information are available from the website of the United Nations Treaty Collection (http://treaties.un.org). 
	B.	Opening of the session
The Committee held its eighty-ninth session at Geneva from 7 to 25 October 2024. In total, the Committee held 21 plenary meetings, and also held 8 meetings to discuss agenda items 5, 6, 7 and 8. A list of the documents before the Committee is contained in annex [...] to the present report.
The session was opened by the Chair of the Committee, Ana Peláez Narváez, at its 2089th meeting on 7 October 2024.
	C.	Adoption of the agenda and organization of work
The Committee adopted the provisional agenda (CEDAW/C/89/1) at its 2089th meeting. 
	D.	Report of the pre-sessional working group
The report of the pre-sessional working group for the eighty-ninth session, which had met from 19 to 23 February 2023, was introduced by Leticia Bonifaz Alfonzo at the 2089th meeting.
	E.	Organization of work	
On 7 and 14 May 2024, the Committee held informal closed meetings with representatives of specialized agencies and United Nations funds and programmes during which country-specific information was provided, as well as information on the efforts made by those bodies to support the implementation of the Convention.
Also on 7 and 14 October, the Committee held informal public meetings with representatives of non-governmental organizations and national human rights institutions from States parties considered by the Committee at its eighty-ninth session, who provided information on the implementation of the Convention in the States parties concerned.
On 7 October, the Treaty Harmonization Section, OHCHR, briefed the Committee in a closed meeting on the outcome of the thirty-sixth annual meeting of chairpersons of the human rights treaty bodies, held in New York from 24 to 28 June 2024.
On 11 October, the Committee attended a reception at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Quai d’Orsay, in Paris at the invitation of the French Government to highlight the imminent adoption of general recommendation No. 40 of the Committee on the equal and inclusive representation of women in decision-making systems.
On 20 October, Hannah Wu, Chief, Women’s Human Rights and Gender Section, OHCHR, briefed the Committee on recent developments and the work of the Office in relation to women’s human rights and gender equality.
On 25 October, the Committee held an informal meeting with States parties to brief them on its work on individual communications and inquiries under the Optional Protocol, gender-based violence against women, women, peace and security, and the strengthening and harmonization of its working methods. 45 States parties attended the meeting. The following 5 States parties made interventions: Chile, China, Finland, the Russian Federation and Spain.
Also on 25 October, the Committee held a public launch of its general recommendation No. 40 on the equal and inclusive representation of women in decision-making systems, attended by 75 States parties, four UN entities/international organizations and seven non-governmental organizations.
	F.	Membership of the Committee
		Filling of casual vacancies		
	Maya Morsy resigned from the Committee on 5 September 2024. On 11 September 2024, the Secretary General requested the Government of Egypt to appoint, within a period of two months, another expert from among its nationals to serve for the remainder of Ms. Morsy’s term. On 24 September 2024, the Government of Egypt informed the Committee of its decision to appoint Nada Moustafa Fathi Draz to serve as a member of the Committee for the remainder of the term of Ms. Morsy, i.e. until 31 December 2026. On 17 October 2024, the Committee decided to approve the appointment of Ms. Draz, in accordance with article 17, paragraph 7, of the Convention.
		Attendance of the eighty-ninth session
All members attended the eighty-ninth session, with the exception of Corinne Dettmeijer-Vermeulen and Rosario G. Manalo. The following members did not attend the session on the indicated dates: Daphna Hacker Dror, from 18 to 25 October; Natasha Stott Despoja, on 25 October. A list of members of the Committee, indicating the duration of their terms of office, is annexed to the present report.
		Chapter III
		Report of the Chairperson on activities undertaken between the eighty-eighth and eighty-ninth sessions of the Committee
At the 2089th meeting, the Chair, Ana Peláez Narváez, presented her report on the activities she had undertaken since the eighty-eighth session of the Committee.
			Chapter IV
	A.	Consideration of reports submitted by States parties under article 18 of the Convention
At its eighty-ninth session, the Committee considered the reports of eight States parties submitted under article 18 of the Convention: the fifth periodic report of Benin; the tenth periodic report of Canada, submitted under the simplified reporting procedure; the eighth periodic report of Chile, submitted under the simplified reporting procedure; the ninth periodic report of Cuba; the ninth periodic report of Japan, submitted under the simplified reporting procedure; the tenth periodic report of Lao People’s Democratic Republic; the ninth periodic report of New Zealand, submitted under the simplified reporting procedure; and the fifth periodic report of Saudi Arabia.
The Committee prepared concluding observations on each of the reports considered. Those observations are available through the Official Document System of the United Nations (http://documents.un.org/) under the symbol numbers indicated below:
Benin (CEDAW/C/BEN/CO/5)
Canada (CEDAW/C/CAN/CO/10)
Chile (CEDAW/C/CHL/CO/8)
Cuba (CEDAW/C/CUB/CO/9) 
Japan (CEDAW/C/JPN/CO/9) 
Lao People’s Democratic Republic (CEDAW/C/LAO/CO/10)
New Zealand (CEDAW/C/NZL/CO/9)
Saudi Arabia (CEDAW/C/SAU/CO/5)
	B.	Follow-up procedures relating to concluding observations
The Committee considered follow-up reports from the following States parties:
1) Azerbaijan (CEDAW/C/AZE/FCO/6)
2) Bolivia (CEDAW/C/BOL/FCO/7)
3) Morocco (CEDAW/C/MAR/FCO/5-6)
4) Peru (CEDAW/C/PER/FCO/9)
5) South Africa (CEDAW/C/ZAF/FCO/5)
6) Türkiye (CEDAW/C/TUR/FCO/8)
		Chapter V
	Activities carried out under the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women
Article 12 of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women provides that the Committee shall include in its annual report under article 21 of the Convention a summary of its activities under the Optional Protocol.
	A.	Action taken by the Committee in respect of issues arising from article 2 of the Optional Protocol
The Committee discussed activities under article 2 of the Optional Protocol on 11 October 2024. It was briefed by the Vice-Chair of the Working Group on Communications under the Optional Protocol, which had held its sixtieth session on 3 and 4 October.
The Committee examined three individual communications submitted under article 2 of the Optional Protocol. It adopted three final decisions, finding violations of the author’s rights in relation to communication No. 170/2021 concerning Peru (forced sterilization; failure to investigate and provide full compensation) and discontinuing communication No. 147 concerning Denmark (deportation to Somalia), as the author had been granted a residence permit and no longer faced a risk of removal, and communication No. 224/2024 concerning Sweden (deportation to Iran of a woman and her daughter who had been forcibly married , both victims of gender-based violence), as their deportation orders had become statute-barred. The text of the final decisions of the Committee will be available through the Official Document System of the United Nations (http://documents.un.org/) as soon as they have been finalized and sent to the parties to the proceedings. The Committee noted that a press release would be issued after the session to highlight the findings in its Views on communication No. 170/2021 that the policy of forced sterilization under the previous Government of Peru constituted gender-based violence and intersectional discrimination, particularly against Indigenous women, rural women and women living in poverty.
The Committee endorsed the decision of the Working Group on Communications that in registering individual communications raising new legal issues or issues of public interest, the Committee shall be informed accordingly. It also noted the interest of the Working Group to incorporate protection measures into the Committee’s rules of procedure to strengthen the protection of victims and further harmonize the rules of procedure of treaty bodies.
[bookmark: _Hlk128135296]	B.	Follow-up to views of the Committee on individual communications
The Committee did not discuss follow-up to views on individual communications due to its limited meeting time.
	C.	Action taken by the Committee in respect of issues arising from article 8 of the Optional Protocol
The Committee discussed activities under article 8 of the Optional Protocol on 23 October 2024. It endorsed the report of the Working Group on Inquiries under the Optional Protocol regarding its twenty-ninth session (see annex 1).
Also on 23 October, the Committee held its first reading of the draft report of Inquiry No. 2014/2.
The Committee endorsed the following recommendations of the Working Group on Inquiries:
	(a)	In relation to Inquiry No. 2017/3, to designate Esther Eghobamien-Mshelia as additional member to conduct the inquiry and to request the State party concerned to give its consent to a visit by the designated members to its territory. If no such consent is obtained, the Committee would conduct its inquiry remotely;
	(b)	In relation to Inquiry No. 2016/1, to request the State party concerned to give its consent to a visit by the designated members to its territory. If no such consent is obtained, the Committee would conduct its inquiry remotely;
	(c)	In relation to Inquiry No. 2011/2 concerning the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, that the Working Group should present an assessment of the information received from the State party in response to each of the recommendations of the Committee’s report of Inquiry No. 2011/2 at the ninetieth session of the Committee;
	(d)	In relation to submission No. 2024/3, having conducted a preliminary assessment of all information received, that the Committee shall invite the State party concerned to submit its observations with regard to the information concerned;
	(e)	In relation to submission No. 2024/2, having conducted a preliminary assessment of all information received, that the Committee shall discontinue the proceedings because the threshold of article 8, paragraph 1, of the Optional Protocol has not been met;
	(f)	In relation to submission No. 2023/3, that the Secretariat follow-up on its request for additional information from the sources of information;
	(g)	In relation to submission No. 2021/1, that the Secretariat follow-up on its request for additional information from a United Nations entity.
		Chapter VI
	A.	Ways and means of expediting the work of the Committee
The Secretariat informed the Committee about the status of submission of overdue reports by States parties and the backlog of reports received under article 18 of the Convention.
	B.	Action taken by the Committee under agenda item 7 
		Dates of future sessions of the Committee
In accordance with the calendar of conferences, the following dates are tentatively confirmed for the Committee’s ninetieth and ninety-first sessions, subject to the ongoing United Nations regular budget liquidity crisis:
Ninetieth Session
Sixty-first session of the Working Group on Communications under the Optional Protocol: 29 to 31 January 2025
Thirtieth session of the Working Group on Inquiries under the Optional Protocol: 30 and 31 January 2025
Ninetieth session: 3 to 21 February 2025
Pre-sessional working group for the ninety-second session: 24 to 28 February 2025
Ninety-first Session
Sixty-second session of the Working Group on Communications under the Optional Protocol: 12 and 13 June 2025
Thirty-first session of the Working Group on Inquiries under the Optional Protocol: 12 and 13 June 2025
Ninety-first session: 16 June to 4 July 2025
Pre-sessional working group for the ninety-fourth session: 7 to 11 July 2025
			Reports to be considered at future sessions of the Committee
The Committee tentatively confirmed that it will consider the reports of the following States parties at its ninetieth and ninety-first sessions:
Ninetieth session
(1) Belize
(2)	Belarus
(3)	Congo
(4)	Liechtenstein
(5)	Luxembourg
(6)	Nepal
(7)	Sri Lanka
(8)	Viet Nam
Ninety-first session (States parties to be confirmed)
(1) Afghanistan
(2) Botswana
(3)	Chad
(4)	Mexico
(5)	Monaco
(6)	San Marino
(7)	Thailand
		Chapter VII
		Implementation of article 21 of the Convention
	A.	Action taken by the Committee under agenda item 6
			Working Group on working methods
		The Working Group met during the session. It discussed and submitted to the Committee draft decisions on the provisional application of an eight-year cycle for the adoption of lists of issues prior to reporting (see decision 89/V), on the procedure of the Committee for the adoption of statements (see decision 89/VI), and on the operationalization of the guidelines on the independence and impartiality of members of the human rights treaty bodies (“the Addis Ababa guidelines; see decision 89/VII).
		Working Group on gender-based violence against women
The working group met during the session. It decided to work inter-sessionally on a position paper on the draft United Nations Convention on Cybercrime, with a focus on addressing online and technology-facilitated gender-based violence against women and girls. The working group also discussed the activities planned by the Committee during its term as co-chair of the Platform of Independent Expert Mechanisms on the Elimination of Discrimination and Violence against Women (EDVAW Platform) and considered options for its work on gender-based violence against women and girls, particularly in preparation of the 16 days of activism against gender-based violence starting on 25 November 2024.
		Working Group on the equal and inclusive participation of women in decision-making systems
The working group met during the session to finalize the draft general recommendation. On 23 October, the Committee held its second reading of and adopted general recommendation No. 40 on the equal and inclusive representation of women in decision-making systems (CEDAW/C/GC/40), by consensus.
On 25 October, the Committee held a public launch of general recommendation No. 40. The event was opened by the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, Volker Türk. Nicole Ameline, chair of the working group on the equal and inclusive representation of women in decision-making systems of the Committee, presented the general recommendation, followed by interventions by the Chair of the Human Rights Committee, Tania María Abdo Rocholl, Sofia Calltorp, Chief of Humanitarian and Director of the UN Women Geneva Office, and Martin Chungong, Secretary-General of the Inter-Parliamentary Union. Inter-Parliamentary Union. The following States parties made interventions: Algeria, Azerbaijan, Belgium, Benin, Bolivia, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Cabo Verde, Chile, China, Colombia, Dominican Republic, Egypt, France, Gambia, Guatemala, Honduras, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, Mauritius, Mexico, Nepal, Norway, Russian Federation, Saudi Arabia, Slovenia, South Africa, Spain, Togo and Venezuela. 
[bookmark: _Hlk129162934]The following States parties also attended the event: Albania, Argentina, Austria, Bahrain, Barbados, Belarus, Brazil, Burundi, Croatia, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechia, Denmark, Egypt, Eritrea, Estonia, Finland, Georgia, Germany, Ghana, Greece, Guyana, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Japan, Lao PDR, Lebanon, Libya, Liechtenstein, Monaco, Myanmar, Panama, Paraguay, Philippines, Qatar, Republic of Korea, Rwanda, Serbia, Sri Lanka, Sweden, Switzerland, Ukraine, United Arab Emirates, and Uruguay.
Interventions were also made by the GQUAL Campaign, Women@the Table, International Disability Association and Fundacion Legatum. The ILO, the Council of Europe and the following civil society organizations also attended the event: Every Women Treaty, Marielle Franco Institute and Race & Equality, Soroptimist International, and Violet Coalition and Coalición Nacional de Mujeres del Ecuador.
		Task force on gender stereotyping
The task force met during the session to discuss the future work of the newly established working group on gender stereotypes, to be co-chaired by Bandana Rana and Rhoda Reddock.
Task Force on Afghanistan 
		The task force met during the session to discuss the current and increasingly alarming situation of women and girls in Afghanistan. The chair of the task force, Bandana Rana, also held meetings with His Excellency Mr. Nasir Ahmad Andisha, Ambassador and Permanent Representative of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan to the United Nations Office and other international organizations in Geneva, during the session.
	Task Force on Ukraine  
[bookmark: _Hlk136452204]		The task force did not meet during the session.
		Task force on sex/gender self-identification
	The task force met during the session. The chair of the task force, Daphna Hacker, presented a report on relevant issues, positions and possible mediating solutions with regard to issues related to sex/gender self-identification to the Committee. The Committee decided to transform the task force into a focal point, designated Ms. Hacker as focal point and requested her to expand her report by covering issues such as women in sports and safe spaces for binary women.
		Chapter VIII
		Provisional agenda for the ninetieth session
On 25 October 2024, the Committee considered and approved the following provisional agenda for its ninetieth session:
1.	Opening of the session.
2.	Adoption of the agenda and organization of work.
3.	Report of the Chair on activities undertaken between the eighty-ninth and ninetieth sessions of the Committee.
4.	Consideration of reports submitted by States parties under article 18 of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women.
5.	Follow-up to concluding observations on reports submitted by States parties under article 18 of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women. 
6.	Implementation of articles 21 and 22 of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women.
7.	Ways and means of expediting the work of the Committee.
8.	Activities of the Committee under the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women.
9.	Provisional agenda for the ninetieth session of the Committee.
10.	Adoption of the report of the Committee on its ninetieth session.
		Chapter IX
	A.	Adoption of the report
The Committee considered the draft report on its eighty-ninth session and addenda on 25 October 2024 and adopted it as orally revised during the discussion.
[Annexes will be added to the final version of the text]
	B.	Composition of the working groups of the Committee
[To be added to the final version of the report]

Annexes
Annex 1 (available under the 89th session webpage)
			
