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Background

1. KOCUN is actively promoting the human rights of marriage migrant women, in particular the Vietnamese women and their children who have returned to their homeland after the dissolution of their marriage in Korea.

The issue of marriage migrant women (Articles 2, 3, 9 and 16)

2. In the government report, there is almost no information on the marriage migrant women. In the Korean society, during the ten years from 2014 to 2023, the total number of international marriages between Korean men and foreign women was 141,700, which accounted for 6% of the total number of marriages[endnoteRef:1]. The marriage migrant women are mostly from Vietnam, China, the Philippines, and Thailand, which account for 72% of the total[endnoteRef:2]. Most of them are in a very vulnerable position as a result of getting married quickly through marriage brokers. [1:  Korean Statistical Service, (2024), 2023 Marriage Divorce Statistics, Table 10 Marriage with foreign nationals, 2013-2023: p.13.]  [2:  Korean Statistical Service, (2024), 2023 Marriage Divorce Statistics, Table 26 Divorce from foreign national by nationality, 2013-2023: p.29.] 


3. Many marriage migrant women return to their home countries without legal divorce. Due to the differences in the legal system between the Republic of Korea and of the marriage migrant’s home countries, it is very difficult to proceed with the legal process of dissolution of marriage in the home country, and it becomes a major obstacle to resettlement. Children of Korean nationality who live abroad with their returned mothers may face the risk of losing their legal status due to visa and passport issues.

Recommendations:

4. The Korean Government should;
1) Take necessary measures to supervise the international marriage agencies and to promote healthy international marriages.
2) Prepare systems to support the marriage migrant women in the multi-cultural families so that they can receive legal information related to international divorce and child custody.
3) [bookmark: _GoBack]Make policies to ensure equal rights for marriage migrant women in the multi-cultural families and their children, as well as to protect the rights of marriage migrant women who are divorced. 
4) Secure the basic rights of the children with a Korean passport, who returned to their mother’s home country.
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