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Armenian National Action Plan on UN Security Council Resolution 1325

	
Mme. Chair,
Dear colleagues,


	Taking into account the recommendations received from a number of UN bodies, including Committee on elimination of Discrimination against Women and Universal Periodic Review Procedure, the Republic of Armenia has developed its National Action Plan on UNSCR 1325. 

 	On February 28, 2019, Armenia adopted its first National Action Plan for the implementation of the provisions of UNSCR 1325, which was developed by the interagency commission. 
	
	The development of the National Action Plan has been a lengthy process involving various government agencies, civil society and international actors.

The Plan has been designed based on the principle of inclusive participation, particularly, with the involvement of non-governmental organizations, women affected by the war and displaced women. 

	On June 4, 2022, Armenia adopted its second National Action Plan on WPS, which has been approved by the Government of Armenia.

Based on the main pillars of UNSCR 1325 - participation, protection, prevention, recovery and relief, a new and separate direction of cooperation is added to the Second NAP. 

The NAP defines a new strategy of monitoring and proposes a mechanism which can best describe the effectiveness of its implementation. 

	The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Armenia have integrated the gender dimension in our foreign policy priorities with a view to strengthening women’s rights and promoting gender equality in our foreign policy, while aiming, through related actions at building and enhancing cooperation with other countries.

	While preparing the plan, Armenia emphasizes several factors - first that the National Action Plan is part of the Armenia’s policy aimed at promoting women's rights, second, that the NAP is comprehensive document and based on fundamental international instruments on protection and promotion of women's rights, first of all the Convention on Elimination of all forms of Discrimination against Women and Beijing Declaration and Plan of Action. 

	As in the case of other national plans and programs, it was important to ensure its continuity and taking into account the "lessons learned".

The NAP covers a timeline of three years and, being a living document, can be revised and amended to reflect emerging challenges.

	Thus, the Action Plan sets the framework for a coherent, horizontal policy, which creates appropriate synergies between stakeholders and aims to further strengthen cooperation in order to address existing weaknesses and provide effective protection there and wherever it is needed.
 
	It was important for us to make the utility factor of the NAP as high as possible, first of all for women who are facing security threats today, taking into account the consequences of violent conflict on women and girls.

	Currently, the sovereign territory of Armenia is continuously threatened by Azerbaijan. Starting from the midnight of September 13 this year the armed forces of Azerbaijan launched a large-scale military offensive against the Republic of Armenia. There is a high risk of more violations to occur. At present Azerbaijani troops are in close proximity to Armenian peaceful settlements.

	This overt offensive was accompanied by indiscriminate shelling of the civilian population and the civilian infrastructure (residential houses, administrative buildings, water reservoirs etc.).  

Azerbaijan is breaching the sovereignty of Armenia and challenging the regional security. This invasion has a real massive impact on civilian’s life, safety and well-being. This aggression led to massive displacement. 

There are many cases of extrajudicial executions, torture and other ill-treatment, enforced disappearances and unlawful deprivation of liberty which may all qualify as war crimes.  

Extensive use of the explosive weapons resulted in significant damage caused to the environment. 

The international community has been shocked by an explicit video of mutilation of corps of female Armenian military personnel. In videos you can see women’s bodies, which have been mutilated. The sexual crimes were committed against these women, either alive or killed. 

The shocking videos of this barbaric act is extensively disseminated over social networks by Azerbaijani side. Human Rights Defender of Armenia has documented all cases of violation of humanitarian and human rights law.

I would like to underline that UNSC Resolution 1325 emphasizes the responsibility of all states to put an end to impunity and to prosecute those responsible for genocide, crimes against humanity, and war crimes, including those relating to sexual and other violence against women and girls. 

Mme. Chair,

Due to the aggression and breaching the sovereignty of Armenia the priorities of the Government have expanded to include the protection of displaced people and people living in borderline regions of Armenia and affected by aggressive hostility, including creation of psychosocial support mechanisms to provide for the mental and physical wellbeing of the affected population, particularly women and children.

Despite the very difficult situation, Armenia will continue its cooperation with international mechanisms and to hold major responsibility for ensuring the respect and implementation of Women, Peace and Security agenda, including through cooperation with NGOs and civil society representatives to ensure women’s participation in different negotiations format.

Thank you
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