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1. Executive Summary
This submission is presented to the UN Committee on Enforced Disappearances (CED) in advance of the Committee’s consideration of Iraq under “Reports on Additional Information” at its 30th session (9–27 March 2026). 
AIDL’s assessment is unambiguous: enforced disappearance in Iraq remains a systemic and unresolved human rights emergency, sustained by persistent structural failures in (i) prevention, (ii) registration and traceability of deprivation of liberty, (iii) effective search, (iv) prompt and independent investigations, (v) criminal accountability, and (vi) victim-centred remedies.
The State’s engagement through additional information procedures does not substitute for compliance. The Committee should treat this review as a hard accountability checkpoint, demanding verifiable results, disaggregated data, operational proof of search and investigation capacity, and clear timelines.
This submission relies particularly on:
· CED’s Concluding Observations on Iraq (2015). 
· The UNAMI/OHCHR report on enforced disappearances in Anbar (2015–2016), documenting patterns and State obligations on accountability and the right to truth. 
· CED Guiding Principles for the Search for Disappeared Persons and CED’s standards on the duty to search. 


· The treaty-body record confirming Iraq’s current procedure, including the State’s additional information submission (AI/2) and the Committee’s priority themes (Q/AI/2) in the UN treaty body database. 
2. Context and Procedural Posture
Iraq is before the Committee under the Article 29(4) “additional information” procedure, and the State has filed additional information (CED/C/IRQ/AI/2) with corresponding Committee priority themes (CED/C/IRQ/Q/AI/2). 
The Committee has already identified core compliance deficits in Iraq in its 2015 concluding observations. 
This additional information review must therefore focus on whether Iraq has delivered results, not whether it has issued plans.
3. Applicable Legal Obligations
Under the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance, Iraq must ensure:
· Prevention through effective safeguards, including traceability of deprivation of liberty, accessible registers, and oversight.
· Prompt, impartial, and effective investigations into all allegations of enforced disappearance, including where the fate or whereabouts remain unknown.
· Search as a continuing obligation until the fate and whereabouts are clarified, using a coordinated, victim-centred approach consistent with the Committee’s guidance. 
· Right to truth for families and society, and effective remedies and reparation.
4. Key Findings and Concerns (Focused, High-Impact)
A. Right to Truth: Persistent Denial Through Inaction
The UNAMI/OHCHR report on Anbar (2015–2016) underscores that enforced disappearance is not an abstract allegation, but a documented pattern linked to operations and subsequent phases, demanding accountability and vindication of the right to truth. 
AIDL’s assessment: families are still systematically denied credible information, and the State’s response remains operationally insufficient. The Committee should require Iraq to demonstrate measurable progress in clarifying fate and whereabouts, not merely to reference committees or intentions.



B. Traceability of Deprivation of Liberty: Structural Conditions Enabling Disappearance
CED compliance collapses when the State cannot guarantee real-time traceability of detention. In Iraq, persistent gaps in unified registration, access to information for families, and consistent oversight continue to create the predictable conditions under which enforced disappearance can occur and remain concealed.
The Committee should demand: (i) proof of a functioning, unified register system, (ii) independent verification access, and (iii) clear sanctions and enforcement for any unregistered detention.
C. Search: Obligation of Result-Oriented Action, Not Administrative Formality
CED standards and the Committee’s Guiding Principles establish the duty to search as an immediate, continuous, and organized State obligation until fate and whereabouts are clarified. 
AIDL’s position: Iraq must be required to demonstrate, with operational evidence, that it has an effective national search architecture, including:
· a unified case-management mechanism,
· family participation,
· forensic capacity and chain-of-custody integrity,
· and transparent reporting of outcomes.
Without this, “search” becomes performative and families remain trapped in indefinite uncertainty.

D. Investigations and Accountability: Impunity as a System Output
The Anbar documentation highlights State responsibility to ensure evidence-based investigations and accountability. 
AIDL’s assessment is direct: impunity remains structurally embedded when investigations are slow, fragmented, non-independent, or do not translate into prosecutions and sanctions. The Committee must require Iraq to provide case-based, disaggregated statistics on investigations, indictments, convictions, and penalties, including command responsibility where relevant.
E. Victims’ Rights: Remedies, Reparation, and Protection from Reprisals
CED compliance requires effective remedies and reparation. Iraq must demonstrate that families have:
· accessible complaint mechanisms,
· legal aid and protection against intimidation or reprisals,
· 


· psychosocial support,
· and enforceable reparation frameworks.
The Committee should require proof of budgeted, operational victim support and rehabilitation pathways.

5. AIDL Requests to the Committee (Evidence-Forcing, Time-Bound)
AIDL urges the Committee to request Iraq to submit within a short deadline (60–90 days) the following verifiable information, including disaggregation by governorate, year, alleged perpetrator authority, and victim profile where appropriate:
5.1 National registers and traceability
1. A legally binding framework and operational proof of a unified, real-time register of all persons deprived of liberty, including place of detention, authority responsible, time/date of apprehension, and judicial status.
2. Independent audit mechanisms and sanctions for any unregistered detention.
5.2 Search architecture and results
3. A national search plan aligned with CED Guiding Principles, including family participation, forensic standards, and a case-management system. 
4. Year-by-year data (2014–2025): number of reported disappearances, cases clarified, remains identified, and cases pending.
5.3 Investigations, prosecutions, and sanctions
5. Statistics (2014–2025) on: investigations opened, suspects identified, indictments filed, convictions obtained, sanctions imposed, and reparations granted, including breakdown by authority and region.
6. Proof of independence and effectiveness of investigations, including timelines and public reporting.
7. 
5.4 Victim rights and protection
7. Legal aid coverage, complaint accessibility, measures against reprisals, and victim rehabilitation services (medical, psychosocial, legal).





6. Targeted Recommendations for Concluding Follow-Up
AIDL urges the Committee to recommend that Iraq:
1. Establish a national, unified detention registration and traceability system, independently auditable, with enforceable sanctions.
2. Operationalize a national search mechanism consistent with CED Guiding Principles, with family participation and forensic integrity. 
3. Deliver measurable accountability outcomes: investigations, prosecutions, convictions, and sanctions, with annual public reporting.
4. Guarantee the right to truth through transparent, victim-centred procedures, including case communication protocols for families.
5. Ensure effective remedies and reparation, including rehabilitation and protection from reprisals.
7. Concluding Statement
Iraq’s additional information procedure must not become an administrative cycle without consequences. The Committee should require Iraq to demonstrate proof of practice: functioning registers, active search with results, independent investigations producing convictions, and enforceable remedies.
AIDL submits this report as a firm accountability instrument, consistent with the Committee’s mandate to dismantle enforced disappearance as a practice and to restore the rights of victims and families to truth, justice, and reparation. 
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