Opening statements 

Honorable Chair, 
Members of the Committee,
I’m Commissioner Nam Kyusun of the National Human Rights Commission of Korea. 
It’s an honor for me to be here today on behalf of the Commission. 

The National Human Rights Commission of Korea is an institution dedicated to defend human rights, and it is independent of the legislative, judicial, and administrative branches. The Commission fulfills its role as an institution to rectify discrimination against persons with disabilities pursuant to the Act on the Prohibition of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities. We also actively carried out investigation and provided remedies for complaints concerning disabilities, made recommendations to improve related legislation, institution, policy and practices and expressed opinion. However, 45.4% of discrimination cases filed to the Commission since its establishment is related to disabilities, and this shows that the human rights of persons with disabilities in Korea is still in dire situation and requires improvement. 

After the 1st recommendation of the Committee, there have been changes including the improvement of disability classification system and the enactment of the Act on Guarantee of Rights of and Support for Persons with Developmental Disabilities. In particular, the Commission made ‘policy recommendation to establish a deinstitutionalization roadmap for persons with disabilities; in 2019, and the government accepted the recommendation and announced a Roadmap for Supporting Self-reliance of Deinstitutionalized Persons with Disabilities in the Community. 

However, even with some improvements, what we have found out while preparing the independent report is that we have not sufficiently reached the level of improvement in our system that is helpful and realistic. 

Eased disability classification system allowed more people to be benefited from the disability support services. However, the newly introduced comprehensive service support survey resulted in significant fall in the section of persons with the most severe disabilities. In addition, the Act on guarantee of the right to health and right to medical access of persons with disabilities has been implemented, but only 0.1% of people with severe disabilities participated in the 1st and 2nd pilot projects due to poor accessibility to medical institutions. 

The same is true of the criteria that allows exclusion of persons with disabilities from the application of minimum wage. The criteria was strengthened from less than 90% of the average work capacity of the lowest worker among the workers of similar occupations receiving minimum wage to less than 70%. However, the proportion of workers with disabilities evaluated as less than 70% decreased from 9.7%(693 people) in 2015 to 2.8%(282) and 2.9%(256) in 2018 and 2019, respectively. This resulted in an increase in the number of workers excluded from the application of minimum wage. 

In addition, improvement on human rights of psychosocial disabilities has also lagged behind. The very first person died of COVID-19 in 2020 was a patient with psychosocial disabilities who have been hospitalized and isolated in mental hospitals for 20 years. In addition, 7 more people with psychosocial disabilities have died due to COVID-19 in the same hospital. Hospitalization for more than 20 years was possible because the so-called ‘revolving-door hospitalization’ is allowed, meaning consecutive hospitalization in different hospitals is possible. In 2017, the Mental Health and Welfare Act was amended to strengthen the requirements and process of involuntary hospitalization. However, the percentage of involuntary hospitalization is still high, and hospitalization system with consent is often abused because it is easy to convert to forced hospitalization. Article 15 of the Act on Welfare of Persons with Disabilities was amended, but services for self-reliant housing and healthcare are insufficient. People with psychosocial disabilities are excluded in all areas including the nation, local community, and family, and they spend most of their life locked in hospital, facing hatred and stigma prevalent in our society. 

As such, there have been improvements in some legislations and institutions concerning disabilities, but people with disabilities do not feel practical change in their daily lives. 
In addition, it was pointed out that the difference in each disability type or minorities with disabilities is not sufficiently considered during the implementation of related policies. 
This is because of lack of national strategy for the implementation of the Convention. 

Accordingly, I’d like to take this opportunity to suggest as follows. 
It has been 14 years since the the Convention was ratified. 
I believe now is the time to establish a national strategy for the implementation of the CRPD which would serve as a guideline for all government policies, rather than pursuing for implementation of the Convention for individual project. 

Basic principles for national implementation strategies should be established with people with disabilities, experts, and agent for implementation of the Convention. There is a need to identify present and future tasks and their essence to clarify the goal of national implementation strategies. In addition, I believe the establishment of a plan to secure necessary budget for the implementation along with detailed plan of action for each task would lead to meaningful change that persons with disabilities could feel. 

The Commission plans to form a mid-to-long term monitoring plan for the implementation of the Convention. If such plan for monitoring could be established along with national implementation strategies, and if persons with disabilities could participate in all those processes, it would be a meaningful ‘cooperation’. 

Today is the first day of the two-day consideration of the Committee for the 2nd and 3rd periodic report of Korea. Through this deliberation, we will find out where the disability rights in Korea stand. The advice and recommendations from members of the Committee during the process will serve as the foundation for the improvement of human rights of persons with disabilities. The Commission will also actively cooperate for fruitful deliberation.

I would like to ask for active support and helpful advice from the international community for the improvement of human rights of persons with disabilities in Korea. 

Thank you. 
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