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It is our great honor to have the High Commissioner for Human Rights who kindly accepted our request to open the first session in this critically important year to commemorate the 75th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

The United Nations proclaimed that everyone is entitled to all the human rights in this Declaration without distinction of any kind. Everyone of course includes every child. 

Protection of human rights must begin with children and focus on children as full rights holders, as violation of their rights on children will negatively affect their whole life and also the whole community. But to protect children’s rights, we need to create a just, inclusive, peaceful and sustainable society, as children are most seriously affected by conflict, poverty, climate and other crisis. I would like to particularly emphasize the fundamental importance of peace. 

As reaffirmed in the preamble of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict adopted in 2000, conditions of peace and security based on full respect of the purposes and principles contained in the Charter of the United Nations and observance of applicable human rights instruments are indispensable for the full protection of children, in particular during armed conflicts and foreign occupation. 

It is true that our efforts to protect child rights cannot be separated from the bigger issues affecting children. To realize the human rights of all children, everywhere, at all times, it is absolutely necessary to integrate and mainstream child rights into all interconnected areas of the work of the United Nations, human rights, development and peace and security.

In this regard, the expected adoption of the Secretary General’s Guidance Note on Child Rights Mainstreaming this year is very timely and welcomed. I believe that the Committee on the Rights of the Child should continue to play a leading role in promoting the child rights based approach at all levels, in cooperation with the OHCHR, UNICEF, civil society and children themselves, inspired by the SG’s Guidance Note. Ensuring child participation is a core of the child rights-based approach and I am delighted to have children with us in this opening of the current session today following such first attempt in the last session. I would like to reiterate that children should be given sufficient attention and their voice should be heard in all important global policy discussions affecting children, such as for the Summit of the Future, the Global Digital Compact and the COP 28, just to name a few.
  
I look forward to working with all my colleague members of the Committee and the OHCHR Secretariat dedicated to work for children to achieve a very productive session.

I thank you for your kind attention.
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