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Dear colleagues,
Ladies and gentlemen,

I would like to join Mr. Cissé-Gouro in welcoming you to the 80th session of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women. I am very happy that the Committee is finally able to meet in Geneva again for this first in-person session since February 2020.

Dear colleagues

Since our last session, the number of States parties having ratified or acceded to the Convention has remained at 189. Similarly, the number of States parties having accepted the amendment to article 20, paragraph 1, of the Convention concerning the Committee’s meeting time has remained at 80. A total of 126 States parties to the Convention are currently required to accept the amendment in order to bring it into force, in accordance with its provisions. The number of States parties to the Optional Protocol to the Convention has remained at 114.

I am pleased to inform you that El Salvador, Germany, Japan, Norway, the Philippines, Slovakia and Slovenia have submitted their periodic reports and that Sao Tome and Principe has submitted its combined initial to fourth periodic reports to the Committee since the beginning of our last session. Also since our last session, Mauritius, Mexico and New Zealand have informed the Committee of their decision to submit their next periodic reports under the simplified reporting procedure.

Please let me now introduce my intersessional participation in online and in-person events related to the implementation of women’s rights.

On 2 September 2021, I participated in the closure of the Second World Conference on Indigenous Women, where I spoke on the elaboration of CEDAW’s draft general recommendation on the rights of indigenous women and girls. 

On 10 September, I made a virtual presentation at the conference “Towards eliminating discrimination against women”, hosted by the Peruvian Society of Psychoanalysis.

On 16 September, the Latin American Faculty of Social Sciences (FLACSO-Argentina) interviewed me on the progress achieved and the challenges faced by States parties to the CEDAW Convention and the Optional Protocol thereto in the Latin American and Caribbean region.

On 17 September, I was invited as a panellist at the Second Iberoamerican Summit of Indigenous Women by the Fund for the Development of the Indigenous Peoples of Latin America and the Caribbean (FILAC). The panel consisted of gender experts and indigenous women leaders and discussed how to promote public policies for the advancement of indigenous women.

On 23 September, I participated in the Third Regional Congress on Women in the Contexts of Migration, which took place in Mexico City under the theme “Women on the Move: Gender Equality, Human Rights and Autonomy”. I made a presentation on the work of the CEDAW Committee to promote the rights of migrant, refugee and asylum seeking women.

On 24 September, also in Mexico City, CEDAW expert Leticia Bonifaz Alfonzo and I conducted an online training event on the CEDAW Convention for representatives of the national machinery for the advancement of women, organized by the Mexican National Institute of Women.

Lastly, on 5 October, I presented the report of the Committee and engaged in an interactive dialogue with Member States at the Third Committee of the UN General Assembly.

	Dear colleagues,

I know that other members have been involved in CEDAW-related activities since our last session, such as conferences, workshops and webinars. I would now be delighted to hear from Committee members who have participated in such events. In the interest of time management, I would like to request those members asking for the floor to limit their interventions to 3 minutes.

Lastly, I would like to announce that all public meetings of our 80th session, including this meeting, our constructive dialogues with the States parties scheduled for consideration, and the public closing of the session on Friday, 12 November, are webcast live on UN Web TV.

I take this opportunity to extend a warm welcome to all those who will be online observers on the webcast during these public meetings.

[bookmark: _GoBack]In concluding, I wish all of us success for our work during this four-week session.

Thank you for your attention.

__________________
