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ACRONYMS AND ABBREVIATIONS

AREDEE/RS: Regional Agency for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Children / Savannah Region
ARVs: Antiretroviral drugs
CFME-T: Coalition for the End of Child Marriage in Togo 

AVLS: Association of Volunteers in the Fight against AIDS
AEJT-DE: Togolese Children and Youth Association for the Child Rights
BNCE: National Catholic Child Office
ACRWC: African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child 

CCC: Behavior Change Communication

CDE: Convention on the Rights of the Child
CHU: University Hospital Center
CNAD: National Anti-Drug Committee
CNAET: National Committee for Child Adoption in Togo

CNAR: National Coordination for Refugee Assistance
CNARSEVT: National Commission for the Reception and Social Reintegration of Child Victims of Trafficking
CCPE: Prefectural Children's Advisory Council
CCRE: Regional Children's Advisory Board
CCNE: National Children's Advisory Council 
CNT/ EPT: Togolese National Coalition / Education for All
CORSC: Guidance Centre of Social Reinsertion of Cacavéli
DGPE: General Directorate for Child Protection
DGSCN: General Directorate of Statistics and National Accounting
PND: National Development Plan
FODDET: Organizations Forum for Defense of Children's Rights in Togo
MASPFA: Ministry of Social Action, Promotion of Women and Literacy
ONG: Non-Governmental Organization  
WHO: World Health Organization
OPJ: Officer of the Judicial Police 

OSC: Civil Society Organization
SDG: Sustainable Development Goal

UNDP: United Nations Development Program
PTME: Prevention of Mother to Child Transmission
RELUTEHT: Network against Human Trafficking in Togo
ROMAESE: Network of Organizations Fighting against Maltreatment, Abuse and Children Sexual Exploitation 

RESAEV-TOGO: Network of Structures of Vulnerable Children in Togo
SMIG: Interprofessional Minimum Wage
UNICEF: United Nations Children's Fund
General introduction
Context

Geographically, Togo is located on the west coast of Africa. It is bordered by Ghana to the west, the Republic of Benin to the east and Burkina Faso to the north. It lies between 6° and 11° North latitude and 0° and 2° East longitude. It is rectangular in shape, about 700 km long, with a 50 km opening onto the Atlantic Ocean to the south. The Togolese territory has an area of 56,600km2.

Demographically, Togo is characterized by an average growth rate of 2.4% per year. Its population is estimated at 7,886,000 inhabitants
 on January 1st, 2021, with 51.17% women, 48.83% men and 48.5% children under 18 years of age (UNICEF, 2021)
. The average population density is almost 149 inhabitants per square kilometer in 2021.

Administratively and politically, the country is divided into six regions with 39 prefectures. Politically, the country has 91 seats in the national assembly since the 2018 elections. For the first time in 32 years, Togo held municipal elections on June 30, 2019 for a total of 1,490 seats in 117 municipalities. 
Socio-economically, although the poverty rate decreased from 61.7% to 53.5% between 2006 and 2017, poverty and inequality remain very high, especially in rural areas where 69% of households were living below the poverty line in 2015 (World Bank, 2020)
. The gross domestic product per Togolese is estimated at US$1075 in 2022 (UNDP). With a GDP in 2021 estimated at CFAF 4 649 billion (USD 8.4 billion), Togo belongs to the category of least developed countries (LDCs) with a GDP per capita of around USD 985 (UNDP, 2022). 

According to data from a report (World Bank)
, Togo made progress in improving the well-being of its population between 2011 and 2019. The incidence of poverty in Togo in 2018/2019 was estimated at 45.5%, or 3.6 million people. Despite the progress recorded in social protection, there are strong regional disparities. The incidence of poverty is significantly higher in rural areas (58.7%, compared with 34.3% in urban areas), and the Savanes region has the highest incidence of poverty, followed by the Kara region. In terms of protection, 82.9% of children under the age of 5 are registered with the civil authorities, and 40.9% have had their birth certificates seen. 

In the context of the end of the political, economic and social crisis, many reforms have been undertaken. A national consultation framework for political actors (CNAP) and a permanent consultation framework (CPC) have been created to enable political actors to maintain dialogue on all issues relating to living together in the country. The country has organized municipal elections on June 30, 2019 and presidential elections in 2015 and 2020. The country adopted its national development plan (PND, 2018-2022) which was updated by the government's roadmap for Togo (2020-2025) due to the Covid 19 health crisis. However, these public development policies do not sufficiently take into account the priorities of children.  

Problem and justification of the report 

Togo ratified the CRC on August 1st, 1990 and the African Charter on the Child Rights and Welfare on May 5th, 1998. In accordance with Article 44 of the CRC, the Togolese State produced its 3rd and 4th periodic reports in 2011 on the implementation of the CRC. 
The 5th and 6th periodic reports of the State are produced on the basis of the concluding observations of the Committee on the Child Rights and are due in February 2020. Also, in order to provide additional information on the implementation of the Committee's final recommendations following the examination of the 3rd and 4th editions  periodic report of the State party, the Forum of Organizations for the Defense of the Child Rights in Togo (FODDET) initiated the drafting of an alternative report with the technical and financial support of the Swedish International Development Agency (SIDA) through Plan International Togo within the framework of the Child Right Governance (CRG) project.

Objectives of the process

The alternative report is in line with the obligations of article 45 of the CRC, which gives the opportunity to CSOs and children to provide additional information from various sources to the State report and to present a clear situation on the implementation of children's rights in the country. 

Methodology followed

The process of preparing the alternative report was highly participatory. The method involved consultation with civil society in two phases. These two phases made it possible to reach 50 children at national level in two regional workshops (Kara and Lomé).  These children had the opportunity to express their views on the content of the State report and to voice their concerns about the situation of children's rights in Togo. The consultation workshop held in Kpalimé in 2021 enabled 20 CSO members from all over the country to express their views on the State report and to provide data for the preparation of this report. In line with the new programming of the transition of Togo's CSOs to the pre-session, a second phase allowed for the organization of a face-to-face and online data update workshop with children's and youth organizations from greater Lomé and the 5 economic regions of Togo, notably CCPE, CCRE, CCNE, AEJT-DE, ALAFIA JEUNES, YOUTH PANEL and Girl’s Motion. Data was also collected from the various thematic networks of CSO members of FODDET and other CSO platforms throughout the country. 

The draft report was validated on October 14, 2022 by all actors involved in the protection of children's rights, including children themselves. 
This report is structured around two main parts, namely

1) Measures taken to follow up the recommendations of the Convention on the Child Rights
2) Implementation of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Child Rights on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography.

PART ONE: MEASURES TAKEN TO IMPLEMENT THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE CONVENTION ON THE CHILD RIGHTS 

A. Measures of general application (arts. 4, 42 and 43 para. 6 of the Convention)

Previous recommendations of the Committee
Coordination
8. In addition to the actions mentioned in the State report, there have also been

- The official installation of the members of the National Committee on the Child Rights (CNE) since November 14, 2019 with funding from Plan International Togo, whose mandate has now expired and must be renewed in a short time;

- By decree n°2021-104/PR of 29 September 2021 on the creation, attribution, organization and functioning, the National Commission for the Fight against Trafficking in Persons (CNLTP) is created.

- The appointment by inter-ministerial order n°004/MASPFA/MSPC/MJL of 19 January 2022 of the members of the National Commission for the Fight against Trafficking in Persons in Togo (CNLTP);

- The renewal and installation of the Children's Consultative Councils at the prefectural, regional and national levels with funding from Plan International Togo in 2020 and 2021.

Data collection
9. Although there is an annual data collection system on vulnerable children initiated since 2011 with the support of partners and the national framework for consultation of child protection actors in Togo (CNCAPE), civil society notes that the updated data from the dashboards are not made available by the government. The updated data is inaccessible via the internet to facilitate data collection. 
Birth registration

10. We also note Decree No. 2021-134/PR of 14 December 2021 instituting free delivery of birth certificates in Togo, which came into force on 1 January 2022 in the civil registry services. 

Discriminatory practices against girls and disabled children.

15. In addition to all the advances cited by the State, there have been

- The development by RELUTEHT and ROMAESE of a guide for the prevention and care of child victims of early marriage in order to facilitate access to justice for child victims in 2015;

- Implementation of coalition of 15 CSOs for ending child marriage in Togo named CFME-T in 2017 under the leadership of RELUTEHT;

- The updating of the procedure manual for the protection of people at risk or victims of trafficking in August 2022 with funding from Expertise France. 

f) Economic exploitation
16. In 2016, the Child Protection Scoreboard in Togo indicated that 1,424 working children under 15 years of age were identified; 860 of them were removed with the support of social action and non-governmental organizations. However, despite these interventions and the 12 action programs, economic exploitation remains.

17. It should also be noted that the 2019-2022 Country Program for the Promotion of Decent Work (PPTD) provides for the establishment of a plan to combat unacceptable forms of work, including child labour and its worst forms. 
g) Administration of justice for children
19. In addition to the State’s actions, new premises have been built to house the Centre for Access to Rights and Justice for Children (CADJE) in Lomé, and Kara the construction of a block at Don Bosco with funding from UNICEF and the European Union. These equipped premises were inaugurated on 22 December 2020.
The state makes appointments of judges from 2012 to 2022 in all jurisdictions of Togo. 
Children in contact with the law do not benefit from care due to the non-existence of legal aid in part. The country should implement the 36th recommendation
 of the Committee on Civil and Political Rights of 23 July 2021. 
Recommendations 
R1- Accelerate the amendment of Law N° 2013-010 of 27 May 2013 on legal aid in Togo;
R2- issue decrees and orders for the application of the law N° 2013-010 of May 27, 2013 on legal aid in Togo.
Recommendation 10: Legislation
d) It should be noted that despite the efforts made by the State, data from the CACIT and OMCT report on the conditions of detention and the situation of children in conflict with the law in June 2021, show that 94% of judges lack the human, technical, material and financial resources to carry out their mission.
Recommendation 

R1- Take all necessary measures to continuously strengthen judicial actors and justice systems and provide effective remedies through the courts for violations of children's rights.

Recommendation 12: Coordination
24. The CNE does not yet have a budget for its operation in accordance with article 452, paragraph 2. Pursuant to Article 3 of Decree N° 2016-102/PR of 20 October 2016, the eleven (11) members of the said committee from state structures and CSOs, were appointed by Order N° 037/2018/MASPFA/SG/DGPE of 12 June 2018. They were officially installed on November 14, 2019 in Lomé. 

Recommendation 
R1- Implement the provisions of paragraph 2 of Article 452 of the Children's Code and Article 3 of Decree No. 2016-102/PR of 20 October 2016. 

Recommendation 14: National action plan

25. Since 2019, Togo has developed the National Child Welfare Policy (PNBE, 2019-2030) to replace the 2008 National Child Protection Policy. This new policy has still not been adopted and is likely to suffer the same fate as the previous one. 
26. Although outcomes 1 to 4 of axis 3 of the NDP, 2018-2022 have taken into account some aspects related to health, education, protection and vocational training, the country has not yet taken specific measures on the situation of so-called witch children. 

Recommendation 
R1- Take the necessary steps to adopt without delay the national policy on the welfare of the child 
R2- Take into account so-called "sorcerer" children in the list of children in difficult or endangered situations who deserve protection
Recommendation 16: Independent monitoring mechanism
27. Although the CNDH's budget increased from 250,000,000 to 350,680,000 CFA francs from 2013 to 2017, this increase has remained stationary since 2017 to date according to the 2019-2023 State program budget. Despite this budget, the CNDH is unable to accomplish its mission due to a lack of resources for its proper functioning.
a.
The draft complaints mechanism developed for children was validated in 2020 by the CNDH and its partners. This mechanism, which has been operational since 2020, has made it possible to register 13 complaints for children, 9 of which were dealt with by mediation by the CNDH and 4 of which were transferred to the children's court. However, additional resources need to be mobilized to continue the dissemination of this mechanism at all levels. 
b.
The CNDH organized two campaigns in November 2021 in Lomé to publicize the child complaints mechanism. The Commission has popularized the 2040 agenda for an Africa fit for children in 2020.
c.
Togo adopted the new organic law n°2018-006 of 20 June 2018 on the composition, organization and functioning of the CNDH. This law, promulgated by the Head of State, links the National Mechanism for the Prevention of Torture (NPM) to the CNDH. 
d. The National Assembly, on 29 June 2021, voted the organic law amending Organic Law No. 2018-006 of 20 June 2018 on the composition, organization and functioning of the National Human Rights Commission (CNDH). This organic law integrates the protection of human rights defenders into the missions of the CNDH.
Recommendations 
R1: Increase the subsidy allocated to the CNDH so that it can carry out its missions, in particular those of the National Mechanism for the Prevention of Torture (MNP), the protection of human rights defenders and the mechanism for managing complaints about children.
Recommendation 18: Allocation of resources 

a) The country has not yet adopted a child rights-based budgeting approach in line with Article 4 of the CRC and General Comment No. 19 of the Committee on the Rights of the Child to increase its "accountability"
 in allocating sufficient resources for children's rights and aiming for the "best possible investment"
. Nevertheless, civil society has been advocating since 2015 to the municipalities and parliament for the adoption of this approach.
Recommendation 
R1: Adopt a holistic budgetary approach based on children's rights.
Recommendation 20: Data collection 
35. In addition, the dissemination of the Child Protection Scoreboards (CPS) is clearly insufficient and reaches only a few child protection actors. However, it should be noted that, as such, the collection itself is lagging behind each year.
Recommendation 
R1: Systematically publish the TBPE for year X in year X+1 and disseminate it widely and put it online;
R2: Establish a digitized juvenile registration system in all police and gendarmerie units and courts, with a view to facilitating reliable data collection.
Recommendation 26: Cooperation with civil society
40. Despite the elements of the State report, it is worth noting Decree No. 2022-002/PR of 5 January 2022 setting out the conditions for cooperation between NGOs and the government, which repeals the provisions of Decree No. 92-130/PMRT of 27 May 1992. Order n°003/PR/MPDC/MEF defines the content of the standard program agreement for each category of NGO. Circular note No. 0079 of 6 April 2022 reinforces the decree, which obliges NGOs to inform the Prefects, Mayors and Directors General of development planning and land use beforehand of any activity to be undertaken, failing which the activity will be suspended. Certain provisions of the current decree, in addition to the previous laws relating to it, restrict associative freedom and civic space in Togo.
The law on internal security deliberated and adopted on 7 August 2019 and law No 2019-010 of 12/08/2019, amending law 2011-010 of 16 May 2011 setting the conditions for the exercise of freedom of assembly and peaceful, public demonstrations restrict freedom of association and civic space in Togo. However, CSOs were involved in the process of drafting the National NGO Act to replace the 1901 Act. This draft bill has been sent back to the government for adoption since 2021.
B. Definition of the child (art. 1 of the Convention)

Recommendation
R1:  Accelerate the process of adopting the draft national law governing the operation of NGOs and associations to replace the 1901 law. 

Recommendation 30: 
42. It is true that the draft revision of the Children's Code currently under way provides for the repeal of articles 21 and 269 or their amendment so that there is no derogation from the age of marriage, which is set at 18 years. However, there are no plans to repeal or amend Article 267(2) of the Children's Code, which stipulates that the president of the court of first instance may grant exemptions to children of both sexes aged 16 years or over for serious reasons.

Recommendation 
R1: Adopt the revised Children's Code by repealing paragraph 2 of article 267;
R2: Include the child in conflict with the law in the list of children in difficult situations or at risk.
General principles (Art. 2, 3, 6 and 12 of the Convention).

Non-discrimination (Art.2) 
Recommendation 32
43. a) Despite all the measures taken by the State and the many actions of CSOs, discrimination against children living with disabilities persists in the communities, as does the stigma attached to HIV status. Older facilities are not equipped with ramps, for example. Yet statistics for the 2019-2020 school year show that about 77% of students with disabilities are in the public sector in 2020.

Recommendation 
R1: Continue to provide public buildings with ramps and equipment adapted to all forms of disability.
Recommendation 34: Best interests of the child
48. See point 19 Administration of justice. 
50. Moreover, although in Togo, 17 houses of justice were set up by Decree No. 2018-034/PR of 27 February 2018 to bring justice closer to the people and ensure easy access to justice for all in Togo, it should be noted that the ratio
 in 2019 magistrate/inhabitant was 4/100,000 inhabitants, i.e. still far from the norm of 10/100,000 inhabitants. In addition, children are still heard in "undefended"
 trials. 

Recommendation 36: Right to life, survival and development  
51. Civil society welcomes the efforts of the state to carry out a situation analysis targeting traditional practices harmful to children, including infanticide, early marriage, placement in convents and the phenomenon of so-called witch children in 2012 However, according to the capitalization sheets of 2013-2021, there were 1727 cases of so-called sorcerer children including two (02) victims of infanticide noted by the NGO Creuset Togo in the central, Kara and Savane regions.
Recommendations
R1- Sponsor a national study on cultural/traditional practices harmful to children;
R2- Develop and implement the action strategy resulting from the recommendations of the study.

Recommendation 38: Respect for the views of the child 
The members of the CCPE, the CCRE and the CCNE have been renewed in 2020 and 2021 for two years thanks to the efforts of the State and its partners. Act No. 2019-006 of 26 June 2019 amending Act No. 2007-011 of 13 March 2007 on decentralization and local freedoms subdivides the entire country into 117 municipalities. These advisory councils do not yet exist in the 117 municipalities to participate in the fight against violence against children. Moreover, no decree has been issued to specify the creation, composition, organization and functioning of the CCNE.
Recommendation 
R1: To issue a decree on the creation, composition, organization and functioning of the CCNE.
C.  Civil rights and freedoms (arts. 7; 8 ; 13-17 ; 19 and 37a of the Convention).
Recommendation 40: Birth registration
56. The analysis of the birth registration system in Togo was conducted in 2012 by the Ministry of Social Action. We also note the decree n ° 2021-134 / PR of December 14, 2021 instituting the free issuance of birth certificates in Togo which entered into force from January 1, 2022 in the civil registry services. The government has announced measures to create civil status centers in health facilities in each commune to facilitate birth registration for newborns.

Recommendations 
R1: Continue its efforts to create civil status centers within health centers throughout the country;
R2: Continue its efforts to organize, in the short term, national mobile court hearings for the establishment of substitute judgments in lieu of birth certificates according to flexible procedures;
R3: Monitor the implementation of free birth delivery.
Recommendation 42: Right not to be subjected to torture or cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment
a) In accordance with article 348 of the Children's Code in Togo, detention centres must have separate facilities for separating children from adults. However, it must be noted that this is not the case in all detention centres.  
d) It should be noted that the Directorate of Penitentiary Administration and Rehabilitation (DAPR) has not yet had a budget for this task. The inexistence of a real reintegration policy explains 'the high rate of recidivism in Togo'
.  The State should adopt a national prison policy that takes into account reintegration and allocate the necessary budget in accordance with the mission entrusted to the DAPR.
Recommendations 
R1: Create and equip juvenile wards in all detention centers in Togo;
R2: Develop a national policy for the reintegration of prisoners with a budgeted strategy;
R3: Establish mechanisms to receive complaints from children against law enforcement officials for ill-treatment during arrest, interrogation and police custody.
Recommendation 44: Corporal punishment 
61. In addition to the elements mentioned in recommendation 24 of the State report, it should be noted that the Ministry of Education has set up a toll-free number 8250 for pupils to report abuses and malfunctions in the education system, as well as to report violence against children in schools, by Order No. 042/MEPSTA/DC/SG/2021 of 19 April 2021. However, corporal punishment persists in the communities.

D. Family environment and alternative care (Arts. 5, 9-11, 18, paras. 1 and 2, 19-21, 25, 27, para. 4, and 39 of the Convention)
Recommendation 46: Family environment 
69. Discriminatory practices against women and girls continue to exist in rural areas, in particular levirate, repudiation and non-entitlement to inheritance, early and forced marriage. Awareness campaigns in rural areas on levirate, repudiation and non-entitlement to inheritance must therefore be stepped up and expanded.
Recommendation
R1- Intensify and expand awareness campaigns in rural areas on levirate, repudiation and non-enjoyment of inheritance rights.

Recommendation 48: Adoption 
71. Despite the pressing demands of CSOs for a reduction in national adoption fees, no action has been taken in this direction by the State. In addition to this, there is the slow and cumbersome administrative procedure for the adoption of children in Togo. This continues to prevent and discourage many nationals from considering the adoption of children locally. This has the effect of reducing the chance for the multitude of children received in the centres to fully enjoy their right to a family.
Recommendation 
R1: Streamline and accelerate the adoption process at national level.
Recommendation 50: Children who are victims of violence, including abuse or neglect 
72. The provisions of the new Penal Code and the Children's Code prohibit violence against children in the family, in institutions and in the community. 

73. However, Togo does not have a comprehensive national strategy to prevent all forms of violence and abuse against children. 

It is important that Togo implements the recommendations of the 2006 UN study on violence.
Recommendation
R1- Implement the recommendations of the United Nations study on violence against children (A/61/299), taking into account the findings and recommendations contained in the report of the regional consultation for West and Central Africa on violence against children (Bamako, 23-25 May 2005), and paying particular attention to the situation of girls.
E. Health and welfare
Recommendation 52 : Children with disabilities
(a) The measures taken by the State for persons with disabilities do not make it possible to combat the isolation and stigmatization of children with disabilities. Teachers trained in inclusive education do not cover all regions of Togo. Children with visual, hearing, mental and intellectual disabilities are not taken into account in inclusive education.
e)  Despite the State's efforts, shortcomings are still noted with regard to the recommendations of general comment No. 9 of 2006. 
Recommendation
R1: Continue to implement the recommendations of General Comment No. 9 (2006) on the rights of children with disabilities to increase inclusion and thereby reduce discrimination at all levels of public life.

Recommendation 56: Adolescents 
It should be noted that at the programmatic level, the country has drawn up a national action plan for adolescent and youth health for the period 2020-2022. This plan has a budget of 16,592,310,000 CFA francs. It aims to strengthen school and university health.
107. In 2018, an integrated strategic plan for reproductive health, maternal, newborn, child and adolescent health 2018-2022 in Togo was developed. One of the main objectives of this plan is to "Reduce the adolescent birth rate from 85‰ in 2014 to 56‰ by 2022".
On 21 March 2022, Togo repealed the circular letter n°8478/MEN-RS of 15 December 1978 on "exclusion from school of young pregnant students" 
Although there is not yet a national reproductive health policy, it is noted that in 2020 the country adopted a policy and standards document on the combined prevention of HIV and sexual health among adolescents and young people and the most vulnerable.
Togo has a new five-year plan to combat drugs covering the period from 2020 to 2024. This plan, valued at USD 21 million, should make it possible to combat drug trafficking and consumption as well as crime. The plan places a strong emphasis on prevention, treatment and enforcement. The new five-year plan foresees the strengthening of the coordination system against drugs and the dedicated judicial system.
Recommendation
R1- Develop reproductive health policy

Recommendation 58: Harmful practices 
(c) Togo is also continuing to combat genital mutilation in collaboration with Plan International Togo through the "pair-education" strategy and by supporting children's and young people's organizations through advocacy and by influencing community, religious and traditional leaders about sexual violence against girls.
e) Cf. 69, family environment.

Recommendation
R1: Continue to build the capacity of justice professionals on the legal provisions prohibiting Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) and early marriage.
Recommendation 60: HIV/AIDS
In the fight against HIV, Togo developed and adopted in 2020 the Policy and Standards for Combined HIV Prevention and Sexual Health among Adolescents and Youth in Togo, the purpose of which is to define the norms and standards that should govern the provision of SRH/STI/HIV prevention and care services to adolescents and youth. The National AIDS Council has also developed and adopted the National Strategic Plan for the fight against HIV and AIDS for the period 2021-2025.
According to the data in the report of the National AIDS Control Programme (PNLS, 2019), there has been progress in PMTCT (77% ARV coverage for HIV-positive pregnant women), ARV coverage (100% in Lomé and 53% in the maritime region), etc. The rate of final transmission of HIV from mother to child, including the breastfeeding period, was estimated at 15.97% nationally according to the latest estimates of Spectrum 2020 V.5.86. The HIV infection rate declined from 3.3% in 2014 to 1.27% in 2019.
Recommendation
R1- Ensure 100% coverage of ARVs in all regions of the country.

Recommendation 62: Standard of living 
117. With regard to drinking water, 69.1% of households have fecally contaminated drinking water at source (presence of E. Coli) and 90.2% of household members have contaminated drinking water at home (Source: MICS 2017). This exposes households, especially children, to the risks of diarrhoeal and hydro faecal diseases.

In 2017 in Togo, the rate of households using improved non-shared latrines is 44.6% with a disparity between rural and urban areas (79.5% in urban areas and 20.8% in rural areas). In relation to wealth quintile, 3.8% of poor households versus 94.3% of rich households use improved non-shared latrines. 

The report presented by Togo at the 2017 edition of the High Level Political Forum (HLPF) on sustainable development, whose theme is: "Eradicating poverty and promoting prosperity in a changing world", enabled Togo to identify sixty (60) national priority targets in terms of development in the six (06) SDGs, namely 2, 3, 5, 9, 14 and 17.
Recommendations 
R1: Continue efforts to create a genuine national social protection system that would provide a comprehensive and effective response to child poverty and vulnerability;
R2: Make efforts to integrate into national plans concrete actions to combat child vulnerability.
F. Education, leisure, recreation and cultural activities (Art.28; 29 and 31 of the Convention).

Recommendation 64: Education, including vocational training and guidance 
a) The measures taken by the State to help girls enjoy their right to education include the reduction of school fees at the secondary school level. We also note the law n°2020-007 of 26 June 2020 on school feeding, the abolition of school fees from primary to high school in public primary and secondary schools, and the abolition of examination fees for pupils in examination classes in 2021. Although steps are being taken to adapt the texts of school textbooks to children with visual impairments by providing them with automatic reading devices, no specific measures have been taken in favour of children with disabilities (motor, hearing, visual, mental and intellectual impairments) to enable them to effectively enjoy their right to education.
b) For training and vocational guidance, the country has created two scientific high schools in Lomé and Kara. However, the majority of students are concentrated in the A and D series
 in public high schools. For example, out of a total of 60,998 students enrolled in the final year of public high schools in Togo in 2020, 34589 are in series A, 25,867 in series D and 542 in series C. Efforts still need to be made to create the C series in Togo's public high schools.  
e) Thanks to the advocacy of CSOs, over the last 5 years, the salaries of category D teachers have been upgraded by 42%, 32% for category B teachers, 28% for category A2 teachers and 17% for category A1 teachers. The State is making efforts to organise competitions for the progressive integration of volunteer teachers. 
h) Efforts have been made by the State to develop life skills training manuals that take into account education on human rights, children's rights and sexual and reproductive rights. However, these manuals have only been used in the Plateaux, Central and Savannah regions. There is also a lack of teacher training in human rights education, particularly in children's rights and sexual and reproductive rights.
Recommendations
R1: Provide ongoing training for teachers on children's rights and on the legal provisions prohibiting corporal punishment;
R2: Introduce modules on children's rights and protection in teacher training curricula
G. Special protection measures (Arts. 22; 38; 39; 40; 37(b) and (d); 30; 32 to 36 of the Convention).

Recommendation 66: Economic exploitation, including child labour 
a) 132. Although the State party has implemented a number of programmes, these were only implemented in 2014 and not from 2012 to 2019, so the results of these various programmes have not been evaluated. 

b) In order to combat the recruitment of children under the age of 18 to perform dangerous work, Order No. 1464 MTEFP/DGTLS of 12 November 2007 determining the work prohibited to children in accordance with point 4 of Article 151 of Law No. 2006-010 of 13 December 2006 on the Labour Code was revised and implemented by Order No. 1556/MPFTRAPS of 22 May 2020 determining the dangerous work prohibited to children, in particular in its Article 7. However, the mission of the ILO Convention 138 Follow-up Committee to Togo noted that Article 11 of the said decree promotes the exploitation of children and invited the country to review this article.

d) Convention 189 promotes or encourages measures for decent domestic work. Even if efforts have been made to popularize Convention 189 both at the level of State actors and civil society, it should be noted that in 2020, the State issued Order 1556/MFPTRAPS determining the hazardous work prohibited to children. In the said decree, domestic work is prohibited and considered the worst form of child labour.
Recommendations 

R1: Revise and disseminate Order No. 1556/MPFTRAPS of 22 May 2020;

R2: Ratify Convention 189 and harmonise national legislation

Recommendation 68: Street children 
(a) Although a comprehensive strategy has been developed, it has not been budgeted for and integrated into the State budget. It has not yet been implemented and the capacities of families have not yet been strengthened. 

Recommendations 

R1: Budget for the comprehensive strategy for the protection of street children and integrate it into the state budget.

Recommendation 70 : Sexual exploitation and sexual violence 
a) 135.  There is no holistic approach to the care of victims. The centres cited by the State are only in Lomé. There is a striking lack of centres for the care of victims at the national level. Despite the fact that the state carried out an evaluation of the care centres on 10 December 2015 and described some of them as efficient, no measures to support these centres have been implemented by the state to date.

b) Even though a protocol has been officially launched, it has not yet been adopted and appropriated by the various ministries. The families of most child victims continue to pay for medical expertise and other medical expenses. However, judges do not appoint psychologists ex officio to accompany victims.

d) See recommendation 64. g). 
Recommendations 

R1: Adopt and disseminate the protocol for the forensic management of child victims of violence or incorporate it into the code of criminal procedure currently being revised;
R2: Strengthen the prevention of abuse and violence in schools by involving children and the community.
Recommendation 72: Sale, trafficking and abduction of children 
137. In addition to the elements of the State report, we note the cooperation agreement between Gabon and Togo in the fight against child trafficking signed on 25 September 2018 in New York, the tripartite cooperation agreement on the protection of children in cross-border mobility between Togo, Benin and Burkina Faso on 23 December 2019. 

Articles 317 to 327 of the 2015 Penal Code increase the penalties against the perpetrators and accomplices of this practice. The prevention of trafficking is addressed in articles 330-334 of the Penal Code. 

Despite these efforts, TBPE data reveals that in 2016, 2,332 children were victims with 1,723 cases of cross-border trafficking and 609 cases of internal trafficking. In 2017, 1,075 children were victims with 607 cases of cross-border trafficking and 468 cases of internal trafficking, and in 2018, 732 victims with 441 cases of cross-border trafficking and 291 cases of internal trafficking. These figures show the extent of the phenomenon. 

The State is struggling to carry out an in-depth study on internal trafficking and the sale of children. The following table shows the number of prosecutions and convictions for trafficking.
	Reporting, investigation, prosecution and conviction of trafficking persons by year
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016
	2017
	2018
	2020
	Total

	Nomber of reported cases of traffickers
	85
	134
	124
	55
	46
	63
	39
	546

	Nomber of cases investigated
	81
	108
	112
	47
	43
	49
	38
	478

	Nomber of cases prosecuterd
	62
	80
	101
	33
	43
	49
	29
	397

	Nomber of convicted cases
	40
	58
	60
	22
	16
	8
	0
	204


Source: Official data collected on the Pro RESCH

Recommendations 

R1: Conduct an in-depth study on internal trafficking and sale of children; 
R2: Take specific legal measures regarding the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography.
Recommendation 74: Helpline 
138. The efforts of the State and civil society should also be noted, with the establishment of 15 listening centres throughout the country, seven of which are run by the State and eight by civil society. There are also 17 houses of justice, 8 of which are operational and receive reports of violence. In addition, the Groupe de réflexion Femme, Démocratie et développement has launched the WhatsApp platform SOS Akofa which is also a virtual assistance for gender-based violence and human rights information. 

CROPESDI does not have adequate staff to take care of children, especially those with disabilities. The handling of cases outside the greater Lomé area remains problematic despite the dynamism of the actors of the consultation framework due to the lack of support from the State. 
Recommendations

R1: Strengthen the synergy of actions between CROPESDI, the listening centres, the houses of justice and the CSOs that take care of child victims; 
R2: Identify child referral centres throughout the country, outside the greater Lomé area, and train them in the care of child victims;
R3: Provide CROPESDI with competent personnel for the care of disabled children and build the capacity of CROPESDI personnel to support disabled children.
Recommendation 76: Administration of juvenile justice 
a) Cf 42.a

139. In 2019, FODDET in collaboration with the Togolese Coalition of Human Rights Defenders (CTDH) supported the CNDH in the development of child referral mechanisms with the financial support of Plan International Togo and Plan Sweden. A first dissemination workshop was held during the celebration of the 30th anniversary of the ratification of the CRC by Togo in November 2020.

a) Some quarters for minors (e.g. the civil prison of Vogan, Tsévié and Bassar) do not comply with safety standards. Children are mixed with adults. It should also be noted that the time limits for preventive detention are not respected. The absence of prosecutors means that children who have committed crimes are often not tried and spend more than a year in pre-trial detention, in flagrant violation of the principle of the speed of judicial proceedings for minors. 

Children still do not receive vocational training in detention. There is not even a policy for reintegration of children in conflict with the law with a strategy.

c) Even if efforts have been made in terms of the appointment of children's judges in Togo, no jurisdiction has a children's court in application of article 331 of the Children's Code. 

d) The CADJE does not receive a substantial budget. It is civil society organisations that support the CADJE in meeting certain needs of children. In some police and gendarmerie units, there is no officer specialised in children's rights and juvenile justice. There is a need to train and retrain CADJE staff on children's rights and the protection of minors in conflict with the law. 

e) There is a need for ongoing training of staff. See point 19 

f) Legal aid is not yet operational, but CSOs sometimes provide support to children in difficulty or in conflict with the law.

(g) The failure to appoint assessors to the juvenile court in accordance with articles 331 and 332 of the Children's Code does not allow certain children's cases to be expedited, particularly those presumed to have committed crimes.

(h) The Children's Code provides for several alternative measures to deprivation of liberty for children in conflict with the law (articles 311 et seq.). Despite these legal provisions, structural measures are not in place. There is only one centre for the reintegration of children in difficulty in Togo, based in Lomé (CORS-JDC : Guidance Centre of Social Reinsertion for Young People in Difficulty of Cacavéli in Togo). 

j) Most social reintegration programmes for children in conflict with the law are developed and implemented by CSOs and Technical and Financial Partners and are not sustainable.

Recommendations 

R1: Systematise the appointment of an OPJ specialising in children's rights in each police and gendarmerie unit;
R2: Draw up a policy for the reintegration of children in conflict with the law as soon as possible, with a budgeted strategy;
R3: Appointing assessors to promote the establishment of the juvenile court in each jurisdiction;
R4: Provide continuous training to CADJE staff, OPJs, magistrates, SAPs on the rights of the child and the protection of minors in conflict with the law;
R5: Systematically provide each penitentiary centre with social assistance;
R6: Take measures to ensure that the time limits for custody and preventive detention of children in conflict with the law are respected.
Recommendation 77: Protection of witnesses and victims of crime
139 b) Even though Togo has signed conventions, the provisions for the protection of victims and witnesses are not applied despite the recommendations of treaty bodies and even the UPR. Recommendations 

R1: Take measures for the protection of victims and witnesses.
Recommendation 78

H. Ratification of international human rights instruments

143. Togo has not yet ratified the third optional protocol to the CRC on communications. However, the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families was ratified on November 3, 2020. 

Recommendation

R1: Ratify the Third Optional Protocol to the CRC on Communications.
I. Cooperation with regional and international bodies

144. Although Togo has received a visit from the mission of African experts, it should be noted that the second periodic report on the ACABQ, expected in 2013, has not yet been prepared and submitted.
Recommendation 

R1: Prepare and submit the second periodic report on the ACRWC.
PART TWO: IMPLEMENTATION OF THE OPTIONAL PROTOCOL TO THE CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD ON THE SALE OF CHILDREN, CHILD PROSTITUTION AND CHILD PORNOGRAPHY

I. Data

II. General measures of implementation 

Coordination and evaluation
Recommendation 13 : National Action Plan

150. The national child welfare policy is still not adopted.. 
Recommendation 
R1: Adopt the National Child Welfare Policy as soon as possible.
Recommendation 15 
(b) The protocol is not sufficiently known by all state and civil society actors because it has not been widely distributed.
Recommendation 
R1:  Further popularize the protocol among the population

Recommendation 17: Training 
152 Civil society organizations organized capacity-building workshops for about 200 judicial actors and 1500 defense and security forces in the 5 regions on the child protection. 

Recommendation
R1: continue to organize training or refresher courses for state social workers, CSOs, media, magistrates, OPJs and lawyers.

Recommendation 19: Allocation of resources

153. Although a budget line has been dedicated to combating child trafficking, there are no monitoring and evaluation mechanisms. This makes it unclear how much funding has been committed and what results have been achieved in combating child trafficking.
Recommendation
R1- Establish a monitoring and evaluation mechanism.
III.  Prevention of the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography (art. 9, paras. 1 and 2)

Recommendation 21: Measures adopted to prevent the offences covered by the Optional Protocol
(a) See. points 8.c and 40 CRC.
b) The results of the national survey on commercial sexual exploitation of children aged 8 to 17 carried out in 2012 with the financial support of the ILO and UNICEF have not been sufficiently disseminated. In addition, in view of the evolution of Togolese society, it is urgent to conduct further in-depth research on the phenomenon in order to identify the real causes in order to define a strategy.
d) It is true that the new penal code and the Togolese personal and family code reinforce protection against gender-based violence and discrimination. However, they must be further popularized. Civil society is conducting awareness-raising activities in this regard.

Recommendation 

R1- Further popularize the new penal code and the personal and family code 
IV. Prohibition of the sale of children, child pornography and child prostitution and related matters (arts. 3, 4, para. 2, and 3, 5, 6 and 7)

Recommendation 23

Civil society has carried out activities to raise awareness among the population and children about sex tourism, in particular the initiative of the Kpalimé children's consortium, the project to combat sex trafficking in Anié implemented by RELUTEHT. All these actions were carried out thanks to funding from Plan International Togo. 
Recommendation 

R1: Continue and extend awareness-raising activities to all social strata on the harmful effects of the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography through projects and programs.

Recommendation 29: Impunity
157. Although 9 Military magistrates have already been trained, including 5 from the 2019-2021 class, they have never been sworn in since the country is struggling to make the military court operational. 

CSOs still note cases of attacks on life, even though it is sacred. This is contrary to Article 3 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) and Article 6 of the CRC. This is the case of the young 13-year-old student Kokou Joseph ZOUMEKEY
 in 2017, Anselme Sinandare (11 years old) and Douti Sinalengue (17 years old), two students shot dead on 15 April 2013 in Dapaong
, and the apprentice mechanic IDRISSOU Moufidou
, aged between 12 years old in 2018.

Recommendation 

R1: Accelerate the process of setting up the military court in application of law n°2016-008 of 21 April 2016 on the new code of military justice

Jurisdiction and extradition
V. Protection of the rights and interests of child victims (arts. 8 and 9, paras.3 and 4)

Recommendation 33: Measures adopted
a) See article 70 (b) of the Convention. The protocol for the forensic treatment of child victims of violence has been finalized and was launched on 29 September 2022 by all the actors. 

b) The draft revision of the Code of Criminal Procedure takes this concern into account. Lawyers are not assigned to child victims, witnesses, risks or perpetrators. For the rest, cf. 50, CRC on the best interests of the child. 
Recommendations 

R1: Take legislative, administrative and financial measures to ensure the safety of child victims, their families and child-focused organizations, especially in cases of legal proceedings concerning the practices covered by this Protocol;
R2: Establish and replenish the National Fund for Compensation of Victims (FNIV).
Recommendation 35: Recovery and reintegration 
159. Although the integrated national child protection system has been established and its shortcomings are acknowledged, the other aspect of the shortcomings is that the system appears to be operational only in Greater Lomé.  
Recommendation

R1- Strengthen the functioning of the integrated national child protection system in human, material and financial terms.
VI. International assistance and cooperation

Recommendation 36

160 See point 72 CRC on the sale, trafficking and abduction of children

Recommendation 37

162. The NDP remained silent to the issue of the sale of children, child prostitution, child pornography and child sex tourism. Furthermore, the state must be able to define its program and strategy so that it is accompanied by the UN system and CSOs. The lack of such a document hinders the commitment of its partners.
Recommendation

R1: Ensure that the next development plan takes into account the themes of the Optional Protocol to facilitate the monitoring of progress and public budgeting for children's rights.
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