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Good morning, on behalf of myself and my task force colleagues, Professor Markus Schefer and Ms. Saowalak Thongkuay, I welcome the distinguished delegation from the Kingdom of Belgium. In particular I’d like to welcome His Excellency, Mr. Christophe Payot, Ambassador and Permanent Representative to the United Nations in Geneva. 

We appreciate your commitment to our work through your comprehensive report and response to the List of Issues Prior to Reporting. 

I would also like to acknowledge and thank civil society and most especially organisations of 
persons with disabilities who contributed parallel reports. We have received an extensive 
amount of information for our dialogue today.

I am honoured to be part of the taskforce for Belgium, a country I have visited a few times and very much admired its diverse culture and architectural beauty. It is also a country close to my heart in that it excels in two of my favourite things, beer and frites. 

The essence of our dialogue today will be framed by article one of the Convention, which sets out its purpose and objective. It states that the purpose is to promote, protect and ensure the full and equal enjoyment of all human rights and fundamental freedoms by all persons with disabilities, and to promote respect for their inherent dignity.

My colleague Professor Schefer has noted before that article one presents a simple proposition that can have significant life changing effects. Article one forms the basis of a human rights approach to disability to ensure that impairment should not be the basis for the denial or diminishment of human rights. 

Our dialogue will explore the extent to which the Kingdom of Belgium has been able to address the impact of ableism in the lives of people with disability. 

As one of the drafters of the Convention, I have an intimate understanding of the importance and value of the use of one small three letter word – all – contained within article 1. The   first ‘all’ – all human rights and fundamental freedoms - directs us to the need to address the pervasive impact of ableism.  Ableism is at the heart of the denial and diminishment of human rights through law, policy and practice that are perceived as benevolent and benign provisions of welfare designed for our care, treatment and protection. These have denied personal autonomy in our lives and segregated us from the community. 

The second ‘all’ – all persons with disabilities - requires us to interrogate the extent to which the standards and principles apply regardless of personal identities, cultural background, life status or geographical location. This requires an understanding of the extent to which policies and programs take an intersectional approach to the diversity of persons with disabilities, and the effectiveness of government processes to ensure that the requirements of article 4(5) are met. That is, to ensure that in federated states, the implementation of the Convention extends to all regions without any limitations or exceptions. 

I look forward to an open, frank and productive dialogue with the delegation and hand the floor over to my colleagues on the task force to commence. 

Thank you.
