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1. [bookmark: _Toc162856280]Introduction

In this report, we summarize the main topics discussed by 560 children and adolescents living in Ecuador, between 4 and 17 years of age, with whom we spoke. They live in the provinces of Esmeraldas, Imbabura (Chota), Pichincha (Quito), Santo Domingo de los Tsáchilas, Chimborazo (Pallatanga, Riobamba), Guayas (Guayaquil), Manabí (Portoviejo) and Azuay (Cuenca). They are users of services provided by civil society organizations. Although they do not represent the voices of all children and adolescents in the country[footnoteRef:1], they are the voices of those who live in situations of great socio-economic vulnerability: they are children and adolescents who are engaged in child labor; who live in rural and marginalized urban areas with a predominance of indigenous and Afro-descendant population; who are at risk of losing or have already lost family care; who are in human mobility, often traveling separated from their families and unaccompanied. [1:  We are aware that many voices are missing, for example, those of adolescents who have been deprived of their freedom, those of sexual-gender diversities, children and adolescents with disabilities, among others. We were not able to consult some groups, among other reasons, due to the risks it implied for their own safety.] 

As with any summary, the risk is the loss of some of the issues raised, perhaps because the adults who systematized this information were not able to grasp and understand enough. However, we are certain that the testimonies collected are of enormous value and importance. The children and adolescents show us the path we need to follow as a country to guarantee them a dignified life.
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2. [bookmark: _Toc162856281]Education

The concerns that have arisen on this issue are diverse. On one hand, they comment on the shortage of books and textbooks, materials, resources, and educational infrastructure in public schools.
We do not have enough books, we received a box, but it was not enough for everyone (...) we do not have philosophy, biology, or history books. The computers are useless (...) in order to have projectors we held a raffle.
We had to move and change classrooms (...) there was no electricity because the wall was falling down (...) our parents had paid a fee for the repair and also to change the locks on the bathrooms (...) walls in bad condition are a risk.
In some regions of the country that are plagued by insecurity and the presence of criminal groups, children and adolescents mention that educational centers are not safe places and that they no longer have the support of most teachers, due to their fear of threats and retaliations. They are afraid to protect the children because they feel that their own lives are also at risk.
Now they drop me off at school and pick me up. My family is afraid of kidnappings and sexual abuse because that happens to girls (...) the boys are assaulted, beaten, or forced to join gangs (...) there are classmates who come in with weapons and intimidate us and the teachers.
Children and adolescents in rural areas are concerned about access to and permanence in the educational system, due to the lack of resources in their families and to the existing distance between their homes and their schools. 
(…) There is no money in my family to pay for the transportation of all my siblings to school, my older siblings dropped out of school and now they work (…) Around here it is normal to start working at a young age. (Adolescent, 14 years old).
(…) Schools are far away and they advance only until seventh grade, so then the kids stop because they do not have money to study at the schools of the parish to be able to complete high school. (Adolescent, 15 years old)
Most of the children and adolescents participating in the focus groups agree that there are many cases of children and adolescents who are behind in education or have to drop out of school due to, firstly, the COVID-19 pandemic and, secondly, to the continuous states of exception decreed by the governments, and, lately, to the declaration of an internal armed conflict. These events forced children and adolescents to confine themselves to their homes and receive telematic classes.
At home we only have one phone, my five siblings and I had to take classes only with that mobile phone (…) we do not have a computer, and sometimes my dad cannot afford internet access at home. (Adolescent, 13 years old, rural area). 
I am afraid that virtual classes extend longer in time.
I am afraid to not get into public college due to the limited quota there is. 
They mention that inside the educational units they experience harassment situations (including social network bullying), violence between peers, xenophobia against students from other nationalities (especially Venezuelans), racism, and others. 
We have an indigenous classmate that feels ashamed of her origins and they make her feel bad (…) there are classmates that do not want to work with her in group activities because they say that she does not know or that she does not understand them (…) We told her that she does not have to be embarrassed (…) she told us that she feels bad because she speaks another language..

[bookmark: _Toc162856282]RECOMENDATIONS
· To have books and other educational materials necessary in schools.
· Repair the damaged infrastructure or that which is in bad condition in schools. 
· Dynamize the lessons and try to have better relationships between teachers and students. 
· Normalize on-campus classes. 
· Guarantee access to connectivity for all the students. 
· Develop actions that reduce the violence between students, as well as racism, xenophobia, etc.
· Protect children and adolescents from being recruited by gangs or criminal groups. 


3. [bookmark: _Toc162856283]Insecurity, violence, and recruitment 

Children and adolescents living in high-risk and insecure areas mention that many friends, neighbors, or peers have joined organized crime groups (OCGs), being drawn into committing acts such as robberies, kidnappings, and even murders. They mention that other boys join gangs because they are not studying, and their family does not take care of them either; they also join to generate income for themselves and their family. These situations generate pain and anguish in their close relatives.
(…) my peer’s mother cries all the time for her son, he is only 14 years old, and she fears what might happen to him. (Adolescent, 15)
They say that they have friends or acquaintances who want to leave the gangs but cannot do it because they and their families are threatened with death.
(…) My neighbor, who was my classmate, was in hiding because he decided to leave the gang, but as soon as he returned home, they grabbed him, took him far away and killed him there. (Adolescent, 16)
(…) They killed an adolescent and cut him into pieces and put him in a bag. They left the bag at the door of his mother’s house. He was part of a gang, but he was calm, he wanted to leave the gang and that is why they killed him. (Adolescent, 15)
They mention that they witness shootings in their neighborhoods and communities, they say they feel fear and desperation.
I am afraid that the delinquency wave will happen again, and it turns into a social massacre.
Adolescent girls are afraid of being sexually abused and raped, both in public spaces and by their own family members.
I am afraid of walking on the street alone and being sexually abused by a stranger. (Adolescent girl)
I fear the risk of being sexual abused or kidnapped. (Adolescent girl)
I stopped cycling in places far away from home, in places where it is known that people have gone missing, especially girls. 
Adolescent boys are afraid of being assaulted in the streets or being mistaken for criminals and killed. They feel that they are stigmatized for having tattoos. They also fear increased drug use or being recruited by criminal groups. Some families have opted to forcibly relocate to other parts of the country in search of safer places.
I am afraid of not getting home because the ambiance is serious, and I fear not seeing my family again and not fulfilling my goals. 
(…) there are entire families that want to leave their home, their homeland so that they can protect themselves. Most of the murdered people are adolescents. (Adolescent, 14)
(…) I have a friend who wants to remove his tattoo because the Army gets here and starts beating young people (…) they take them to jail because they think they are criminals. (Adolescent, 12)
In particular, children and adolescents living in border areas, which are more exposed to OCG’s violence, claim their need to occupy safe public spaces.
We want to go out to recreational places more frequently (parks, beaches, rivers, swimming pools, family trips to other provinces, etc.) without being afraid that something might happen. 
Before, I used to often hang out in the neighborhood with my male and female neighbors of the community. 
Nowadays, there are no amusement places for adolescents since the fair that used to bring many amusement games does not come anymore. 
Now you feel afraid of having a healthy, good time because you must always think about what time it is and how many people there are since you never know who you are interacting with. 

[bookmark: _Toc162856284]RECOMENDATIONS
· Accompany families and strengthen authority models based on dialogue and affection.
· Strengthen support networks at community levels.
· Develop community programs for the appropriation of safe public spaces for children and adolescents, with sports, artistic activities, etc.
· Educate children and adolescents about violence, both to prevent it and to know what to do and where to go when it happens.
· Implement programs to strengthen community protective capacities for those living in vulnerable areas.
· Define mechanisms for direct access of children and adolescents to justice and protection agencies.




4. [bookmark: _Toc162856285]Poverty and Child Labor 

The poverty in which many families live is of great concern, especially for those who live in rural areas and belong to indigenous and Afro-Ecuadorian communities. In sectors hit by delinquency and organized crime, they mention that it is difficult for families to go out to work for fear of crime.
(…) I was selling with my mom when they began to sack a restaurant, there was not even a moto-taxi to return home. Everyone ran away frightened, saying there was a bomb. (Adolescent, 16)
They mention that their parents or caregivers do not have a stable job and that most of them work informally. They say that some of their classmates make a great effort to continue studying, despite the fact that sometimes the family does not have enough to feed themselves or pay for transportation; others have stopped studying.
Many children, because of poverty, are not in school and now they work (…) some of us work after school to support our families. (Adolescent, rural area)
Without a job, our parents cannot support us to study. 
Sometimes I have to miss school because we do not have any food for breakfast. 
I get tired of walking to school; it takes me three hours every day. 
The economic situation means that many adolescents cannot afford to buy notebooks or books. The fees requested in some educational units to meet different needs generate concern and anguish in the children and their families, who do not have the necessary resources to meet these demands.
Many of us need books, notebooks, or colored pencils (…) our parents do not have the money to buy the entire list of school supplies (…) sometimes they do not have money for shoes or uniforms. (Adolescent, 13)
Some children and adolescents mention that, due to lack of resources, they have not been able to access medicines. They mention the difficulty in obtaining medical attention for cases of malnutrition, especially in the case of their younger siblings.
We did not have money for the bus ticket to Quito and I missed my appointment with the specialist. I have hearing problems and cannot hear well (…) it has been three years since that event, and I have not received medical care since then. (Adolescent, 16)
The children and adolescents are concerned about the lack of work, which forces their families to migrate to other cities or countries where there are jobs. They mention that their projects and aspirations are truncated due to the lack of economic resources.
I am sad because my cousins are leaving to the United States, and I will not see them anymore. (Boy, 11)
There is no money to go to college in Riobamba. Mi brother wants to be a teacher and he cannot go. (Adolescent, rural area)

[bookmark: _Toc162856286]RECOMENDATIONS
· Strengthen and expand actions to reduce childhood malnutrition.
· Promote programs for school and family orchards. 
· Guarantee fair payment to rural producers. 
· Promote projects of school breakfasts. 
· Strengthen programs for family and community support, for families in poverty conditions. 


5. [bookmark: _Toc162856287]Prevention of family separation 

The children and adolescents who have had experiences of institutionalization are concerned about the discretion with which the authorities act and the little or no capacity to listen and make decisions based on their opinion.
What I wanted was a document where it says that we need mandatory family and individual therapy, to understand ourselves as mother, father, daughter, sister (...) but they did not do that.
As a member of the board, I would have listened to the adolescent because (her) emotional stability is at stake.
They consider that they do not receive enough information about the measures to be taken by officials and authorities responsible for their protection. They say that many children and adolescents are institutionalized with deceit.
Supposedly, the complaint was just a punishment for my mother, to see if she would react (...) I told the psychologist that it was not necessary to go to such extreme measures, however, the complaint was filed after some time (...) I could say that I was deceived. (Adolescent, 16).
They highlight the lengthy administrative and judicial protection processes, with prolonged stays in alternative care services and their psychological impact.
I was told that there was going to be a resolution and there was not (...) it is the sad reality of many (...) There are people who are brave to endure being locked up for many months. 
The children and adolescents experience fear, anxiety, uncertainty, and anguish in the face of the possibility of being institutionalized, especially due to the imposition of decisions by officials and authorities, who do not respond to their doubts and concerns, do not explain the motivation for their decisions, and do not take their emotions into account.
In foster homes there have been situations of abuse, whether psychological, sexual, or physical (…) that was my fear. (Adolescent, 16)
I saw when the DINAPEN arrived, I was near my house watching, I was 9 years old, I ran away and got to another city. I lived on the street and was afraid of coming back, I did not want to be locked up (…) I got to Colombia. I lived there for a long time until they brought me back (…) It is sad to tell everything I went through. (Adolescent, 13)
Children and adolescents consider it important to have kinship care, both to reestablish the relationship as well as to guarantee their protection. 
Families that do not have resources, should get money from the president so that they can provide for their children and home, and they do not have to bring them to foster care, so that they (the children) can be with their family. Instead of spending money in institutional foster, the president should give that money to the family and so the children do not need to be separated from their family and can stay with them (…) To make sure that the families are providing their children they should have monthly visits (by an official). (Adolescent, 14)

[bookmark: _Toc162856288]RECOMMENDATIONS 
· Develop family strengthening programs for the protection of children and adolescents.
· Raise awareness among officials about the importance of the right to live in family and community.
· Create programs to prevent unnecessary family separation (gatekeeping).
· Value and recognize the voice and opinions of children and adolescents in all matters that interest them.



6. [bookmark: _Toc162856289]Participation

Children and adolescents report that their voices and opinions are not taken into account and their abilities are not recognized. The lack of listening puts them at risk of being victims of sexual abuse or other types of violence.
The lives of children and adolescents must be dignified, they must listen to us and give us a voice.
Nobody is interested in youth. Everyone claims to do something for us, but they don't take our ideas into account.
The teachers get angry when they talk about our rights, they get angry because they say that now they cannot tell us anything [to scold us]. We need more fellowship among us, they find us disunited and we do not do anything to complain or denounce that they respect our rights.
We ask our parents to be more tolerant, they do not value the abilities we have or the things we do and distrust that we can do more.
They do not ask for my opinion, they only talk among themselves until the fight is over.
When a child says "my mom hits me" he or she should be listened to. Actually, they should have support from the authorities, but in our country, it is not like that.

[bookmark: _Toc162856290]RECOMENDATIONS
· Develop training processes for adults, so that they are aware of and recognize the rights of children and adolescents.
· Promote programs that encourage groups of children and adolescents.
· Promote spaces for dialogue between adults and children and adolescents in families, schools, and communities.



7. [bookmark: _Toc162856291]Mental health  

The growing migration faced by the country, the unsupervised use of social networks, chauvinism, and domestic violence, in educational spaces and generalized throughout society are factors that affect mental health.
Many children, adolescents and young people have no space to show what they feel and think that the only way out is to end their lives.
Especially in men, many do not express their feelings and do not express themselves adequately, which makes them feel bad.
The violence we suffer at school and at home leads us to not being able to manage our emotions well, so they get to self-harm, even thinking of suicide as a way out of the suffering they are going through.
There are young people who have no trust in anyone because adults have failed them so much.

[bookmark: _Toc162856292]RECOMMENDATIONS 
· Create and strengthen mental health services at community levels. 
· Strengthen programs to prevent suicide. 
· Increase the number of public officials that treat children, adolescents, and their families in the psychology field. 
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