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Despite of UN Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination’s recommendation and activities of Japan and Korean NGOs, the discrimination and violence against Koreans in Japan are becoming more severe. Although we are not aware of the specific frequency and form (due to the absence of official monitoring organization), it seems that Japanese society’s turning rightist and discrimination and violence against Koreans in Japan that civilians in Korea are learning from media and internet is becoming very severe.

Particularly, children and teenagers attending Korean schools in Japan are exposed to direct or indirect discrimination and violence. It is known that Korean community, led by parents and teachers, is working in tension to protect the security of children and teenagers by priority. The most worried matter for them is the possibility of Japanese’s verbal and physical violence against them recurring. 

Such violence against Koreans in Japan is not only afflicted from particular Japanese in Japan society. Last February, Japanese government decided to notify Korean high schools will be excluded from Free High School Tuition Law. This groundbreaking law which aids the tuitions for all high schools, vocational schools, and international schools is implemented to secure the rights of all students, regardless of their nationalities, for education. 

However, when a selection of right winged politicians claimed that Korean schools are to be excluded, the law was separately evaluated for two years to judge whether to include Korean schools or not. The experts council installed by the ministry in charge of the policy, the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science, and Technology, claimed in its report from meeting review that ‘decision must be made from an educational perspective rather than diplomatic perspective.’ However, the current right-winged cabinet officially announced that Korean schools in Japan would be excluded from the benefits of the law, which aroused a surprise and anger domestically and internationally. 

Since the government of South Korea supports only two Korean schools in Tokyo and Osaka within Japan, it is 70 Korean schools nationwide in Japan that Korean ethnic children can learn their language, history, and culture. Therefore, among attendants of these Korean schools, there are a significant number of children who have Korean nationalities or Japanese nationalities, and born between a Japanese and a Korean. 
It is fair to say that Korean schools, which receive barely receive a subsidy from the Japanese government, are operated from tuition paid by parents and their devoted volunteered service and parents are the subjects of operation. Korean member of the National Assembly, Ki Hong Yoo, announced a statement (February, 2013) and said ‘The Japanese government is continuing to holding children attending Korean schools in Japan as hostages and using them to politically retaliate. Japan must repeal decision that directly harms students with Korean nationalities.’  

Needless to say, those children have nothing to do with North Korea’s Japanese abduction or military conflict between North and South Korea such as Cheonan Navy Ship issue. It is a violation of international laws such as ‘Convention on the Rights of the Child’ as well as ‘International Bill of Human Rights’ to inflict political and social discrimination and violence to children and students attending Korean schools when there is a diplomatic conflict in Japan-North Korea relations and inter-Korean relations. In 2010, already Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination announced their concern and criticized on confusing with diplomatic issue with student’s human rights when a movement to exclude Korean schools from benefiting for ‘Free High School Tuition Policy.’ Following list contains the specific circumstances that Korean schools encounter that we are aware of.

ㅇ Direct and indirect violence against students
- Ripping of students’ skirt jeogori (Korean traditional attire) 
- Verbal abuse
- Schools receiving threatening calls
- A group similar to a gang causing disturbance in the front gate of a school
ㅇ Local government suspending a subsidy.
- Nine local governments suspended a subsidy currently.
(Started and spreading from Tokyo in 2010 and Osaka in 2011)

ㅇ Korean private schools treated as miscellaneous schools 
- Not eligible for college admission

ㅇ No privilege of exemption from taxation of school donation for only Korean schools
-Japanese private schools and other international schools have the privilege

ㅇ Only Korean high schools excluded from ‘for Free High School Tuition Law’

ㅇ et cetera
- 90percent of Korean students attending Japanese schools hide their identities and use Japanese names in fear of discrimination

It is unacceptable human right infringement to remain inactive or even encourage discrimination against students and children just because they are Koreans or Korean ethnics. The human rights of student attending Korean schools are in a serious danger as Japanese society is turning toward the right. The matter that we are concerned about more is that even when their rights are violated, there are no systemic or political means for them to appeal in Japan. There is only limited protection from Korean Japanese community and Japanese civic groups.
We are fully aware that Japanese NGOs are endeavoring for an establishment of anti- discrimination legislation as well as an national human rights institution. We, the Korean NGOs, also would like to emphasize the point that such legal methods and institution are in great need. 

Even though the ancestors of these Korean children were forced to live in Japan due to Japan’s colonial rule in Korea, during five generations many Koreans have contributed to Japanese society and acted as mediators between Japan and Korean peninsula. In order for their human rights to be protected and acknowledged in Japan, we hope that a strict judgment and recommendation according to the international law to Japanese government take place. 

<Annexes>
1. Public Statement from Korean NGO associations on the issues of Free High School tuition policy sent to Minster of Education, Culture, Sports, Science, and Technology. (2012)
2. Soonhee OH. poem ‘Don’t set a border line on future,’ “A slope led to school-A message from poets living in Japan sent to people in South Korea to straighten up the Korean school’s exclusion from ‘ Free High School tuition law’” 2011. All-Byu.

<Contact>
BAE Jeewon (Ms.) 
Korean International Networks (KIN) jwbae817@yahoo.co.uk







<Annex_1>

To: Ms. Tanaka Makiko, 
Minister of the Japan Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT)


Urging Japanese government to apply 
Free high school tuition law for Korean schools in Japan

In 2012, Mr.Hatoyama’s Democratic Party of Japan pushed for Free High School Tuition Policy, which was highly rated as a groundbreaking policy that would assist a part of tuition for  students attending high school, vocational school, and international school so that teenagers cannot be deprived of education opportunity due to financial reasons. 
However, the fact that only Korean schools were excluded from such policy shows worldwide that Japanese government is hostile and discriminating against Korean schools. To guarantee an effort to learn one’s own language, history, and culture, and maintain one’s ethnic identity is a human right defined in International Covenants on Civil and Political Rights, Committee on the Rights of Child, Convention on Elimination of Racial Discrimination and others. Moreover, it is a duty for Japanese government to take historical responsibility for Korean who are living in Japan as a result of unfortunate history of colonial rule and protect their rights for ethnical education.
Already UN recommended Japanese government not to ignore the students’ human rights of ethnical education for diplomatic or political reasons. Also, the experts’ council that the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science, and Technology themselves had installed mentioned in their report from meeting review that government’s decision must be made rationally from an educational perspective, not from a diplomatic perspective. 
As a divided country, there is always potentiality that a conflict and collision with the North happens. However, such by unexpected situations in the Korean peninsula have nothing to do with the Korean children’s rights to education. If their human rights are influenced, Japanese government will face difficulty in avoiding national and international criticism that Japanese government is using Korean students as both diplomatic and domestic political scapegoats. Furthermore, we are afraid that it will be recorded in the history as an imprinting event on how Japanese government stands on Japan’s past affairs on Korea.

Numerous students from Korean schools are showing distinguishing activities within Japan and acting as mediators between Japan and the Korean peninsula. They are the criterion of Japanese society’s stance towards history with Asian neighbor countries and human rights in Japan, and because of this, they are ultimately the seeds of hope in East Asia peace. An blatant discrimination against children attending Korean schools only afflict wounded heart and plant anger and resentment. 

We strongly demand that, from the perspective explained so far, the for Free High School Tuition Policy to be applied to Korean schools as well. Also, we strongly demand that Japanese government to abolish all kinds of discrimination against Korean schools in Japan and protect the Korean students’ rights to education

October, 30th, 2012 (Tue)

Amnesty International Kwangju Branch
Institute for Research in Collaborationist Activities
MINBYUN-Lawyers for a Democratic Society
National Professor Council for Democratization
Buddhism Peace Networks
Catholic Priests’ Association for Justice
Korean Council for Women Drafted for Military Sexual Slaver by Japan
KIN (Korean International Networks) and other 421 associations and groups.
<Annex_2>
Do not Draw Boundaries on the Future

Oh Soonhee


In her youth, grandmother
was called 'senzing(鮮人)'* and had her garments covered in black ink

Whenever mother wore her color-striped jacket
she would go to school, made fun of; 'Korean schools are stupid schools'

Daughters
in fear that their skirt would be cut by knives,
took the bus and train
to school

And now
children, here, where they learn the future,
are about to be driven over the boundary

The word identity
was taught at our schools
long before the press and media praised it
'Love our own language, our history, our culture'

When grandfathers and grandmothers
regained their stolen words and names,
the first thing they started on, above all,
was building a school for the children


First opened in an impoverished cell the size of six hem mats,
our school moved to old classrooms with drafty windows
and then
with the hopes of our countrymen and women
spread across the nation,
ringing the sounds of hammers building schools

There are many legends left in our school

The tales still told
are not about prince charming
nor about wizards nor princesses
nor superpowers

The rich with money
The powerful with power
The learned with knowledge!

Support from the homeland now in ruins brought tears to the eyes
grandfather supplementing with his blood and sweat-soaked money
mother saved what little food expenses she had
grandmother held out the gold ring inherited from her aged mother at home
fathers gave their sweat on the school construction site

Our school erected by heroes
raised our mothers and fathers' youths
the dreams and hopes of sons and daughter
and now
the future of new children.

During the long years of over half a century
at our school
sometimes storms raged
and sometimes cold rain would not stop
but never a day passed when the children's laughter ceased

When you find our school
open your hearth
and listen to the sound of laughter of the children
Observe the fathers and mothers
pleased at the children's grins
Then surely
you will find the warm-hearted people
smiling beside them

The woman trembling in fury
when the skirt were cut by knives
holding the stunned child in her arms
The young man in wheelchair rushing to aid
saying the sorrows of the weak are only known to the weak
The man joining in petition
afflicted by the children's circumstances
of boarding the train with adult's commuter tickets

They were other heroes of our school
guarding the laughter of children
watching together at the children's future
with the conscience and goodwill of this country,
the ordinary people of Japan

And so, the children
as they love their homeland they have not before seen,
with the ordinary people of this country,
toward the future, not the past,
along with their mother tongue and culture
try to learn the words and culture of this country

The word identity
was taught at our schools
long before the press and media praised it

'One must know oneself
to extend and branch out to a bigger world!'

Yes
the present the future loves
where oneself with different faces
loves, understands, holds hands with each
takes a big leap, and attempts to flap its wings

Though there are many doors leading to the future
the ones to open those doors
are the children who have grown up learning the different histories

So
do not draw boundaries
on this place where the children learn

You
are the adult living today
the adult raising the future


*senzing(鮮人): originally, the Japanese pronunciation of the word 'Chosenjin(former name of the Korean nation)' was used to refer to Koreans as low and menial people of the colony
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