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CORRIGENDUM

17 December 2018
Excellency,

In my capacity as Rapporteur on Follow-up on Concluding Observations of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), I have the honor to refer to the examination of the eighth periodic report of the Russian Federation, at the Committee’s sixty-second session, held in October 2015. At the end of that session, the Committee’s concluding observations (CEDAW/C/RUS/CO/8) were transmitted to your Permanent Mission. You may recall that in paragraph 54 on follow-up on the concluding observations, the Committee requested the Russian Federation to provide, within two years, written information on the steps taken to implement the recommendations contained in paragraphs 14 (a) and (b) and 22 (a) of the concluding observations.
The Committee welcomes the follow-up report received on time in July 2017 (CEDAW/C/RUS/CO/8/Add.1) under the CEDAW follow-up procedure. At its seventy-first session, held in November 2018 in Geneva, the Committee examined this follow-up report and adopted the following assessment.
Regarding the recommendation made in paragraph 14 of the concluding observations, urging the State party to “proceed, within a clear time frame, with the establishment of a high-level commission on women’s rights and provide it with a clear mandate, adequate and sustainable financial resources and staff with the necessary technical capacity to fully enable it to implement programmes and projects to promote gender equality and the advancement of women”: 

 The Committee welcomes the information provided by the State party on the establishment of a coordination council on women’s right within the government, composed of the Deputy Prime Minister of the Russian Federation, members of the Federation Council and the State Duma, senior officials of the constituent entities and representatives of the federal executive authorities as well as representative of civil society. It further welcomes the information on a clear mandate of the council, including monitoring the implementation of the national strategy for women for the period 2017–2022 adopted in 2017. The Committee considers that the State party took significant steps to implement the recommendations. It considers that the recommendation has been implemented.
His Excellency

Mr. Gennady Gatilov
Permanent Representative of the Russian Federation
   to the United Nations Office at Geneva

Avenue de la Paix 15
1211 Geneva 20
Email: mission.russian@vtxnet.ch
The Committee considers that the information provided by the State party is thorough and extensive, and responds fully to the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is satisfactory.

In relation to the recommendation urging the State party to “ensure effective coordination and develop a gender mainstreaming strategy that includes gender-responsive budgeting and that can be applied in all policies and programmes at all levels to address various aspects of women’s lives”:

The Committee welcomes the information provided by the State party on the adoption of the national strategy for women for the period 2017–2022 with a coordinating council monitoring the implementation of the strategy. It also takes note on the information provided by the State party that this strategy can be applied in state programmes in various areas including health, education, economic development, employment, social welfare, social protection for persons with disabilities, culture and sports, information technology and public safety. Regretting the lack of information on independent gender-responsive budget on the strategy, the Committee considers that the State party took some steps to implement the recommendations. It considers that the recommendation has been partially implemented.
The Committee considers that the information provided by the State party is thorough and extensive, but fails to respond fully to the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is partially satisfactory.

The Committee recommends that, in relation to paragraph 14 of the concluding observations, the State party provide, in its next periodic report, information on further actions taken to:

Ensure gender-responsive budgeting on the national strategy for women for the period 2017–2022 and the strategy can be applied in all policies and programmes at all levels to address various aspects of women’s lives.

In relation to the recommendation made in paragraph 22 of the concluding observations to the State party “recalling its general recommendation No. 19 (1992) on violence against women, adopt comprehensive legislation to prevent and address violence against women, including domestic violence, introduce ex officio prosecution of domestic and sexual violence and ensure that women and girls who are victims of violence have access to immediate means of redress and protection and that perpetrators are prosecuted and adequately punished” (Since the dialogue with the State party in 2015, the Committee has adopted the general recommendation No. 35 (2017) on gender-based violence against women, updating general recommendation No. 19):

The Committee takes note of the information provided by the State party on plans for reviewing the legislations to prevent domestic violence as well as a component aiming at redressing social hardships faced by women under the national strategy for women (2017-2020). However, it regrets that the State party did not inform the Committee whether the legislative review aims to adopt comprehensive legislation to prevent and address violence against women, and whether the State party amended the Criminal Code to decriminalize non-aggravated battery, including such battery against family members, in July 2016 and February 2017. Further regretting the absence of information on ex officio prosecution of domestic and sexual violence as well as the lack of measures taken to prosecute and adequately punish perpetrators of violence against women, it considers that the State party has not taken sufficient steps to implement the recommendations. It considers that the recommendation has not been implemented.
The Committee considers that the information provided by the State party is thorough and extensive, but fails to respond fully to the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is partially satisfactory.
The Committee recommends that, in relation to paragraph 22 of the concluding observations, the State party provide, in its next periodic report, information on further actions taken to:

Revise the amended Criminal Code, which decriminalized non-aggravated battery, and adopt comprehensive legislation to prevent and address violence against women, including domestic violence, introduce ex officio prosecution of domestic and sexual violence and ensure that women and girls who are victims of violence have access to immediate means of redress and protection and that perpetrators are prosecuted and adequately punished.

Accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.
Yours sincerely,
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Hilary Gbedemah 
Rapporteur on follow-up
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