In accordance with its mandate under the National Preventive Mechanism Act 2012, the National Preventive Mechanism Division(NPMD), a division of the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC), primarily ensures that persons in detention are protected from ill-treatment, torture, and other inhumane practices, and that their conditions of detention comply with the United Nations Minimum Human Rights Standards. The NHRC assumed the functions of a National Preventive Mechanism after Mauritius acceded to the Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (OPCAT), on 21 June 2005.
The NHRC-NPMD conducts visit/inspections, both proactively and in response to complaints lodged by detainees or third parties acting on their behalf. Following these inspections, recommendations are made and communicated to the relevant authorities. 
Through its ongoing visits the NPMD efficiently contributes to the prevention of torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment against persons deprived of their liberty and identify the major causes of ill-treatment and other related human rights issues and to improve the protection of all detainees, thus ensuring that their rights and dignity are safeguarded and protected. Such visits may be conducted in the absence of any specific complaint, in order to determine whether conditions of detention are compliant with human rights norms and standards, in accordance with the provisions of the OPCAT
To achieve its objectives, the NHRC-NPMD undertakes regular inspections of detention facilities, including prisons, police detention cells, retention centres, detention centres, Rehabilitation Youth Centres (Boys & Girls), Correctional Youth Centres (Boys & Girls), the high-security wards for male and female patients at Brown Sequard Mental Health Care Centre, and designated wards for detainees at Jawaharlal Nehru Hospital.
The NHRC-NPMD holds ongoing discussions with the authorities in order to follow up on its recommendations. In addition, the NPMD follows up on its recommendations through various queries and monitoring visits.
The NHRC-NPMD has made a number of recommendations that have been implemented by the authorities, leading to improvements in the conditions of detention. Some of their recommendations include:
· The installation of CCTV cameras in detention facilities.
· The improvement of hygiene conditions in detention facilities.
· The provision of better medical care for detainees.
· The training of staff in detention facilities on how to prevent torture.
Recent recommendations made by the NHRC-NPMD to improve conditions and prevent torture and ill-treatment in places of detention are as follows:
· Prisons: 
· Major repair works to improve waterproofing in some building blocks.
· Regular maintenance of toilets, showers and taps.
· Debugging and pest control exercises at regular intervals
· Renovation of the prison hospital infrastructure 
· Evaluation of the effectiveness of rehabilitation programs by designated NGOs.
· Police Cells: 
· Removal of polycarbonate shields on cell doors to improve ventilation.
· Installation of a European-style toilet system.
· Relocation of the CCTV camera monitor to protect the privacy of female detainees.
· Separation of the bathroom and toilet and installation of a proper flushing system.
· Relocation of the CCTV monitor to a more appropriate location to protect the privacy of female detainees.
· Installation of an air extractor to improve ventilation 
· Provision of sanitary bins.
· Implementation of recommended repair works in order to comply with minimum human rights standards.
· Construction of a Detention Centre in the Southern Division to address overcrowding.
· Addressing issues such as poor lighting, inadequate ventilation and poor maintenance of specific detention cells.
· Repairing boundary walls to mitigate security risks to detainees.
· Detention Centres: 
· Repair or replacement of the broken shower and faulty light bulbs in the female section of Moka Detention Centre.
· Repair of the shower and toilet flush near Cell 1 in the male section of Moka Detention Centre.
· Replacement of Asian-style toilets with European-style ones in the male section of Moka Detention Centre.
· Air conditioning of the CCTV monitoring room at Moka Detention Centre.
· Continued maintenance of the Metropolitan Detention Centre.
· Installation of CCTV cameras at Le Chaland Retention Centre.
· Regular pest control and debugging exercises at Le Chaland Retention Centre.
· Reinforcement of security personnel at Le Chaland Retention Centre.
· Renovation and conversion of Le Chaland Retention Centre into an exclusively Female Retention Centre.
· Other: 
· Fresh coat of paint for the interior of CYC (Girls).
· Replacement of cupboards in the dining room at Brown Sequard Mental Health Care Centre.
· Replacement of beds and mattresses at Brown Sequard Mental Health Care Centre.
· Repair of water taps in the ablution room at Brown Sequard Mental Health Care Centre.
· Replacement of light bulbs in the padded cell at Brown Sequard Mental Health Care Centre.
· Repair of the drying rack at Brown Sequard Mental Health Care Centre.
· Replacement of corrugated iron sheets in the yard at Brown Sequard Mental Health Care Centre.
· Installation of CCTV cameras in all operational police stations in Rodrigues.
· Formal notification of the NPMD/NHRC in cases of suicides in places of detention in Rodrigues.
· Construction of a multipurpose complex next to the new prison at Pointe la Gueule in Rodrigues to accommodate the administration and medical staff.
· Construction of a concrete perimeter wall around the New Prison at Pointe la Gueule in Rodrigues.
· Padding of isolation rooms at Queen Elizabeth Hospital in Rodrigues for the security of inmates who are prone to inflicting self-injury.
· Provision of counseling by a psychologist to inmates at Queen Elizabeth Hospital in Rodrigues.
Since 2022, a new prison psychologist has been recruited following repeated recommendations from the NHRC-NPMD, as only one psychologist was not enough to cater for 11 prisons. 
Raising awareness on international instruments forms an integral part of the promotion of human rights mandate of the NHRC. The NHRC regularly carries out various advocacy sessions with major stakeholders such as government officials, law enforcement officers, lawyers, civil society organizations and the population at large on international instruments. For example, the NHRC regularly delivers talks and interactive sessions with Police and Prisons officers on the provisions of the  CAT and OPCAT. The Chairperson of the NHRC-NPMD has recently conducted a series of training sessions with Police and Prisons Officers on the prevention against torture. The primary objectives of these informative sessions is to inter alia
· Educate them on rights of detainees and relevant international standards;
· Develop skills to handle situations respecting these rights; and 
· Foster skills to identify and report human rights violations. D
During these awareness raising campaigns, Officers are sensitised on the provisions of the Méndez Principles aimed at promoting human rights-compliant interviewing practices, particularly in the context of criminal investigations. A workshop was organised by the NHRC-NPMD in December 2024 with Prisons Officers on the occasion of the Human Rights Day.
In addition, the NHRC-NPMD has been actively participating in workshops organised by civil society organisations including PILS, Kinouete and AILES, to ensure continuity of healthcare services in and outside prison for detainees suffering from HIV and sexually transmitted infections. The role of the NHRC-NPMD was to promote and protect the right to health within detention centres.
Child and juvenile Offenders
The Children’s Act was proclaimed in Mauritius in January 2022 in order to give better effect to the Convention on the Rights of the Child. The Children’s Act also repealed the Juvenile Offenders’ Act and provides for the modernised legal framework regarding the detention of child and juvenile offenders in Mauritius. Section 50 of the Children’s Act provides that a child under 14 years old suspected of having committed an offence shall not be detained by the police and an enquiry shall be conducted. The matter would then be referred to the Probation and After Care Services for assessment. A report is prepared by the Probation officer to meet the specific needs of the child which will (a) specify the objectives to be achieved for the child and the period within which they shall be achieved; (b) contain details of the services to be provided to the child and specify the person or organisation that shall provide those services; and (c) state the responsibilities of the child and the parent of the child, or such other responsible adult as may be specified in the plan.
In relation to children above 14 years section 57(1) of the Children’s Act provides “Subject to any other enactment, the detention of a juvenile who has been arrested upon reasonable suspicion of having committed a criminal offence shall, as far as possible, be imposed only as a measure of last resort.” They are referred to the Probation and After Care Services for assessment. The report of the Probation officer will assist the Magistrate to decide as to the detention of the juvenile where there is police objection to his release. 
In cases where the Director of Public Prosecutions considers that instead of prosecuting a juvenile for an offence or criminal proceedings against a juvenile be discontinued, the matter is referred to the Probation and Aftercare services for an assessment. When the Probation Officer makes an assessment to the effect that it would be in the best interests of the juvenile to be enrolled in a diversion programme rather than being prosecuted or criminal proceedings being continued against him, the Director of Public Prosecutions may offer the juvenile to enrol in such a programme. 




