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Statement by the Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Convention’s Committee on Victim Assistance: Algeria

I have the honour to address you in my capacity as the Chair of the Committee on Victim Assistance of the Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Convention which also includes representatives of Ecuador, Italy, and Uganda. 

The Committee on Victim Assistance and the CRPD Committee have been cooperating for the past several years, and we always find such an effort and collaboration invaluable to advancing our common broader objectives.  

Madam Chair, 

164 States are party to the Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Convention, and we have long embraced a rights-based, non-discriminatory approach ensuring no efforts carried out under victim assistance exclude persons with disabilities that have acquired impairments by other causes than anti-personnel mines. 

This Convention has set a positive and enabling precedent in the field of humanitarian disarmament. The role of our Committee is to advance such understanding and to support States Parties with victim assistance responsibilities [footnoteRef:1]  in their national efforts fulfil their obligation.   [1:  The following States Parties to the Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Convention has reported having significant numbers of mine victims in areas under their territory or control: Afghanistan, Albania, Angola, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Burundi, Cambodia, Chad, Colombia, Croatia, Democratic Republic of the Congo, El Salvador, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Guinea-Bissau, Iraq, Jordan, Mozambique, Nicaragua, Peru, Senegal, Serbia, Somalia, South Sudan, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Tajikistan, Thailand, Uganda, Yemen and Zimbabwe.
] 


Likewise, the Committee has ensured that activities in-country related to support to States Parties in furthering their Victim Assistance commitments are addressed within the framework of their efforts to implement the CRPD and address the needs of all persons with disabilities. 

The Oslo Action Plan 2020-2024, our current road map for implementation of the Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Convention, reiterates States Parties’ commitments to respond to the needs of mine victims and to protect their rights. Action #34 of the Oslo Action Plan explicitly requires States Parties to align victim assistance efforts with the provisions of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), thanks to the overarching mechanism provided by the CRPD. 

Action #40 of the Oslo Action Plan requires the States Parties to ensure the safety and protection of mine survivors in emergency situations, a commitment reinforcing the obligations under Article 11 of the CRPD. The Committee on Victim Assistance has been pleased of several policy and awareness initiatives by the United Nations, the Conference of States Parties to the CRPD and others, over the past couple of years, in relation to strengthening the safety and protection of persons with disabilities, including mine survivors. 

In this regard, the more information we collect, the more we can understand how the COVID-19 and similar situation disproportionately impact persons with disabilities, including mine survivors, and provides us with an opportunity to do better. 

This comprises ensuring the inclusion of persons with disabilities, including mine survivors, and their representative’s organization in the planning and monitoring of plans to mitigate and respond to these crises. In this respect, allow me to quote, Ms Shakila Nazary, a young lady with disability from Kabul, who during our last side event at the Global Disability Summit in February, said: “Do not wait until a disaster or crisis come – include us in preparedness policies, in mitigation strategies, in humanitarian response plans. Do not wait for accurate and comprehensive information – yes that is important and must be done - but shortages of comprehensive information should not block us [persons with disabilities] to do something, something meaningful “. 

We certainly have more work to do to translate the provisions of the Article 11 and commitments of Action 40 into action. Hence, once again on behalf of our Committee, I would like to encourage development of a General Comment on Article 11. 

Madam Chair, 

Over the past five years, with the financial assistance of the European Union and with technical facilitation of the Implementation Support Unit (ISU) of our Convention, Guinea-Bissau, Colombia, South Sudan, Uganda and Iraq have hosted National Dialogues to strengthen national implementation support mechanisms on disabilities and victim assistance. A global conference brought together disability rights and Victim Assistance along with other stakeholders in 2019 to foster partnerships and collaboration among relevant stakeholders. 

Again, thanks to the European Union’s support over the next three to four years, a series of regional and national Dialogues to promote inclusive polices and the participation and inclusion of persons with disabilities will be held. In 2023, a global conference will bring together key stakeholders from around the world to take stock of progress and to provide an opportunity to the international’s community renew commitments. The CRPD will continue to be central to these Dialogues. 

In 2022, our Committee will convene a Victim Assistance Experts Meeting in the margins of the Twentieth Meeting of States Parties of the Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Convention to take place in November. This meeting will be attended by national experts to exchange experience and best practices on implementation of Victim Assistance in line with the CRPD. 

Madam Chair, 

In closing, we understand how important your Committee’s mandate is regarding examining the reports provided by the States Parties to the CRPD. I would like to encourage the CPRD Committee to consider inclusion of questions in the list of issues regarding the situation of mine survivors and their inclusion and participation in the CRPD frameworks for all States with Victim Assistance responsibilities. 

Inclusive policy and inclusive action in this regard, would help to further strengthen synergies between the two Conventions, and in broader terms, between humanitarian and human rights frameworks at national level. 

We look forward to collaboration of CRPD Committee in 2022 and beyond.    

Thank you.

