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Dear colleagues,
Ladies and gentlemen,
I would like to join Mr. Walker in welcoming you to the 79th session of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women. This session will be held online again due to the restrictions on official travel and public meetings maintained for health reasons by the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights and the United Nations Office at Geneva, in consultation with the Swiss federal and Geneva cantonal authorities.
Dear colleagues
Since our last session, the number of States parties having ratified or acceded to the Convention has remained at 189. Similarly, the number of States parties having accepted the amendment to article 20, paragraph 1, of the Convention concerning the Committee’s meeting time has remained at 80. A total of 126 States parties to the Convention are currently required to accept the amendment in order to bring it into force, in accordance with its provisions. The number of States parties to the Optional Protocol to the Convention has remained at 114.
I am pleased to inform you that Costa Rica, France, The Gambia, Malawi, Rwanda, Ukraine, Uruguay and Venezuela have submitted their periodic reports to the Committee since the beginning of our last session. Also since our last session, Paraguay has informed the Committee of its decision to submit its 8th periodic report under the simplified reporting procedure.
Please let me now introduce my intersessional participation in online events related to the implementation of women’s rights.

On 25 February 2021, the last day of our 78th session, I spoke at the closure of the 60th Meeting of the Presiding Officers of the Regional Conference on Women in Latin America and the Caribbean organized by the United Nations Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean.
On 8 March 2021, I participated in a panel discussion on institutional and legislative aspects of the rights of indigenous women in forging a more egalitarian future, held in the context of the report on “The Rights of Indigenous Women 25 years after the Beijing Declaration” by the Fund for the Development of the Indigenous Peoples of Latin America and the Caribbean (FILAC).
On 10 March, I made a presentation on the rights of indigenous women and girls from an international perspective at the international symposium on “The inclusion of a gender perspective in Latin American constitutional justice with a focus on intersectionality – Progress and challenges” convened by the Plurinational Constitutional Court of Bolivia.

On 11 March, I participated in a panel with the title “Women at the frontline: Featuring indigenous women at risk for asserting their rights, land and dignity” organized by Indigenous Peoples Rights International.
On 17 March, I participated in a high level panel convened by the UN Special Rapporteur on Violence against Women, its causes and consequences and OHCHR on the occasion of the 65th session of the Commission on the Status of Women to launch the booklet of the Platform of International and Regional Independent Expert Mechanisms on Discrimination and Violence against Women (EDVAW Platform) on the contribution of the Platform to the implementation of the Beijing Platform for Action (Part I) and EDVAW platform: human rights based implementation strategies and the CSW (Part II).
Also on 17 March, I made an intervention at an event on “Ethics, dignity and the protection of the rights of vulnerable groups” hosted by the Rafael Landívar University, Guatemala, and co-sponsored by the Konrad Adenauer Foundation.
On 18 March, I spoke at a side event “Walking Together on the Path of Change”, organized by FIMI & MADRE during the 65th session of the Commission on the Status of Women and co-sponsored by UNDESA, Indigenous Peoples and Development Branch, the Secretariat of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues and the Rosa Luxemburg Stiftung New York Office.
On 23 March, I participated in a panel on “The role of women’s rights organizations in the response and recovery from COVD-19” at a CSW side event organized by UN Women.

Also on 23 March, I spoke at an event on “Fighting gender-based discrimination and violence against women: Challenges before, during and after the pandemic”, hosted by the Municipality of Arequipa, Peru.

On 24 March, I was a commentator at the “Breaking the glass ceiling” dialogue on barriers and challenges to women’s political participation, convened by UNDP, Cooperación Internacional and Red Pública.
On 29 March, I participated in the thematic dialogue of the Generation Equality Forum (Mexico City, 29 to 31 March 2021) on “The crisis of women’s and girls’ human rights, including in the COVID-19 context and issues of migration, social and racial justice”.

On 26 April, I spoke at a side event on “Intercultural models to prevent and respond to violence against indigenous women, youth and girls”, convened by the UNFPA Regional Office for Latin America and the Caribbean.

On 27 April, I spoke as commentator at the launch of the new book by Alda Facio, Member of the UN Working Group on discrimination against women and girls. The title of the book is “The evolution of the human rights of women at the United Nations”.

On 28 May, I made a presentation and publically discussed with Alda Facio on the “History of the women’s human rights movement” at an event hosted by Red de Mujeres de América Latina.
On 31 May, I was a special guest speaker at the webinar “Women’s rights at a juncture: Positive developments and challenges ahead” organized by the Academy on Human Rights and Humanitarian Law – American University, Washington College of Law.

From 7 to 11 June, I participated in the 33rd annual Meeting of Chairpersons of the human rights treaty bodies, which discussed a predictable schedule, including focused in-situ reviews, for all treaty bodies, more aligned working methods and how to pursue the digital shift in the work of the treaty bodies post COVID-19. The discussions were based on the draft conclusions prepared by a drafting group of the Chairs, in which Hilary Gbedemah had participated. In this regard, I wish to thank her for her excellent contributions to the drafting group.

On 10 June, I spoke at a webinar on “Inequality and discrimination in times of pandemic”, hosted by the Peruvian Ministry for Women and Vulnerable Populations.

On 14 June, I spoke at an event on “State responsibility for the elimination of violence against women and girls”, organized by the Centro de Información y Desarollo de la Mujer en Bolivia (CIDEM).

Lastly, on 15 June, I participated in a panel on “The situation of indigenous women and girls with disabilities during post-COVID-19 recovery”, convened by the International Disability Alliance.

Dear colleagues,

I know that several other members have been involved in CEDAW-related activities since our last session, such as online conferences, workshops and webinars. I would now be delighted to hear from Committee members who have participated in such events. In the interest of time management, I would like to remind those members asking for the floor to limit their interventions to a maximum of 2 minutes, bearing in mind the that we only have 2 hours for this opening meeting. I would also like to remind Committee members to fill in the table on inter-sessional activities that has been sent to you by the Secretariat.

Lastly, I would like to announce that all public meetings of our 79th (online) session, including this meeting, the day of general discussion on the rights of indigenous women and girls on Thursday, 24 June, and the public closing of the session on Thursday, 1 July, are webcast live on UN Web TV.  Unlike at our 78th session in February, when we engaged in an online dialogue with Denmark, we decided that it is preferable not to schedule any online reviews for this session given the logistical and technological challenges faced last time, including the different time zones and unequal internet connectivity in the countries of residence of members. These challenges were compounded by the limited simultaneous interpretation time available for our online meetings and the limited accessibility of online platforms for persons with disabilities. We share the hope expressed by Mr. Walker that we will be able to resume in-person meetings as soon as possible and review the 12 State party reports scheduled for our four-week session in October/November 2021.

I take this opportunity to extend a warm welcome to all those who will be online observers during these public meetings.
In concluding, I wish all of us success for our work during this challenging session.

Thank you for your attention.
__________________
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