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CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD

OPTIONAL PROTOCOL ON THE INVOLVEMENT OF CHILDREN 

IN ARMED CONFLICT

Consideration of the initial report of Liechtenstein

Introductory statement by H.E. Ambassador Norbert Frick

Mr. Chairman

Distinguished Members of the Committee
Ladies and Gentlemen

Let me, at the outset, introduce to you our delegation: My name is Norbert Frick. I am the Permanent Representative of Liechtenstein here in Geneva. I will be assisted by my Deputy, Mr. Patrick Ritter, who is in charge of all human rights matters at our mission. I had the pleasure to head the Liechtenstein delegation when we presented our first national report under the Convention to your Committee in 2001. On that occasion, as well as during the second dialogue with your Committee in 2006, the Liechtenstein delegation was larger. This is due to the fact that the Protocol we are about to discuss has a very specific coverage, a coverage that led to the declaration Liechtenstein made when depositing its instrument of ratification.

In fact, Liechtenstein has not had any armed forces since 1868. The last military conflict to which the Liechtenstein territory was subject dates back to the early 19th century. And yet, Liechtenstein’s human rights policy has been attaching great importance to strengthening the protection of children in armed conflict on a global scale. This commitment is reflected, inter alia, in the regular participation of the Liechtenstein delegation in the open debates of the UN Security Council on children and armed conflict as well as in its financial support to the former Special Representative of the Secretary General on Children and Armed Conflict and relevant activities of UNDP. Financial support has also been granted to NGOs, such as Save the Children for its participation in the 10-year-review of the Graça-Machel-Report as well as to Geneva Call for its work on a Deed of Commitment for non-state actors regarding children and armed conflict.

Another area of engagement is the International Criminal Court. Liechtenstein has been active in the establishment and development of this institution which plays an important role in strengthening the protection of children in armed conflict. We are honoured to chair the assembly of States parties to the Rome Statute and will endeavour to ensure a successful outcome of the first review conference in Kampala this year. 

Finally, it is worth mentioning that Liechtenstein’s commitment to the protection of children in and after armed conflict has also found its expression in the regular support granted to the activities of the UN and the ICRC on mine action and victim assistance. 

Since 1 February 2009 Liechtenstein has a new Children and Youth Act. That Act makes reference to the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child and has established an independent ombudsperson for children in accordance with the Paris Principles. It thus provides children in Liechtenstein with specific access to a specialised and independent body that has, inter alia, the explicit mandate to monitor the implementation of the Convention and its Protocols by the Liechtenstein authorities. The Ombudsperson has also the competence to communicate directly with regional and international monitoring bodies, such as your Committee. The first Ombudsperson was appointed by the Liechtenstein Parliament in October 2009 for a period of four years.

Mr. Chairman

I understand that your Committee shows interest in the legal framework which has, in principle, a bearing on the implementation of the Protocol in Liechtenstein. We have tried to answer the issues you raised in this regard against the background that there is no relevant jurisprudence or practice in Liechtenstein so far. This also explains the fact that our delegation does not include any real practitioner dealing with children and armed conflict on a regular basis. I still hope that Mr. Ritter and I will be able to engage in an interesting exchange of views on Liechtenstein’s obligations and commitment in respect of this important issue.

I thank you.
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