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Madam Chair,
Distinguished members of the Committee on the Rights of the Child,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
On behalf of the United Nations Secretary-General, it is an honour for me to open the ninety-first session of the Committee on the Rights of the Child.  I am pleased to meet you in person here in Geneva.
It is my first time addressing you as the Chief of Section, and I appreciate the warm welcome I have already received. I look forward to supporting your work in advancing children’s rights, together with valued partners and with children.
I would like to remind you that some hygiene and precautionary measures to limit the spread of COVID-19 are still in force. In particular, it remains mandatory for masks to be worn in all UN Geneva conference rooms. Additionally, all persons at the UN premises continue to be encouraged to observe safety and hygiene measures.
Madam Chair,

Armed conflicts, the COVID-19 pandemic, and intersecting political, economic and environmental crises continue to negatively impact children’s rights globally. In the last few years, there have been notable setbacks concerning most children’s rights, including health, education, protection from violence, and special protection measures. However, increasingly children are standing up for their human rights, the rights of their peers or the rights of others, including adults. Child human rights defenders promote and protect human rights at local, national and international levels and this is noticeable in the increased support child human rights defenders are providing to the work of the Committee in the last few years. 
Following the ground-breaking 2018 day of general discussion on child human rights defenders, when children for the first time supported the Committee in the organization of the DGD and participated as co-panelists and co-facilitators, more and more child human rights defenders are working together with the Committee. For instance, 13 child human rights defenders, between 10 and 17 years of age, are now advising the Committee on building and spreading awareness of General Comment No. 26. on children’s rights and the environment, with a special focus on climate change. More than 7,000 children from 103 countries participated in an online questionnaire to prepare the first draft of the general comment. 
One participant, a 15-year-old girl from Trinidad and Tobago, reminded us why this general comment is important: “The time for meaningful climate action is now,” she said. “We have talked and discussed, we know what needs to be done and the solutions are there. It is now time to act, we need your help and likewise, you need our help. We must do this together.” 

In this regard, we have a video statement prepared by the Children’s Advisory Team of Child Rights Connect, a team of 12 child advisors who reach out to and mobilise child-led initiatives to ensure that children’s voices are heard at the UN. I would also like to welcome Miriam, a child advisor from Lebanon, who will deliver a statement online later this morning.  

Madam Chair,
Distinguished members

In addition to the review of countries, individual cases and inquiries, during this session, you will hold your eighth biennial meeting with UNICEF and OHCHR. The overall objective of the meeting is to take stock of progress made since the last meeting, and further strengthen the collaboration between the Committee and UNICEF towards effective implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child and its Optional Protocols, including through translating the Committee’s Concluding Observations, recommendations, views and outcomes of inquiries into concrete legislative, policy, programmatic and institutional improvements for the realization of the rights of the child.  Your Committee, together with the Committee on Migrant Workers, will also celebrate the fifth anniversary of the adoption of the joint general comments No. 3 and No. 4 of CMW/No. 22 and No. 23 of CRC (2017) on the human rights of children in the context of international migration

Madam Chair,
	In addition, the Committee will work on the first draft of the general comment on children’s rights and the environment, with a special focus on climate change, to be disseminated for public consultation later this year. It is encouraging that this coincides with the adoption by the UN General Assembly of a historic resolution on 28 July, declaring access to a clean, healthy and sustainable environment, as a universal human right.
Madam Chair,
Distinguished Members of the Committee,

With regard to the treaty body strengthening process, the Chairs of the treaty bodies endorsed a comprehensive proposal at their 34th annual meeting in June. The Chairs unanimously agreed on the need to operationalize their common position for 2019 and the recommendations of the co-facilitators for the 2020 Treaty Body Review. The agreement to establish a predictable schedule of State reviews, with an eight-year cycle for full State reviews and follow-up reviews in between, demonstrates the commitment of the treaty bodies to work together and attract the necessary support from the Member States. Chairs also highlighted the need to address the historic petitions backlog as a matter of priority to avoid the risk of denial of justice to victims, and the need for a corresponding formula adjusted to the increase in communications and including follow-up of the implementation of views and providing an equitable allocation of financial and human resources corresponding to the workload across the treaty bodies. Chairs noted that progress was still needed for the harmonization of working methods, including an OHCHR reasonable accommodation policy, and a digital uplift, including in particular the finalization of a digital case file management system for petitions.
This landmark agreement will hopefully provide a basis for a more sustainable allocation of resources, a goal that the Secretary-General has stressed in respect of the treaty bodies and other human rights mechanisms in his Call to Action and in his report “Our Common Agenda”. We hope this process will bring positive results for the treaty bodies, including the CRC so that you will have adequate support to carry out your mandate.
Madam Chair,
In concluding my statement, I will now recall recent developments regarding the rights of the child at the intergovernmental level.  With regard to the upcoming agenda of the Human Rights Council, its next annual full-day meeting (February/March 2023) will focus on the rights of the child and the digital environment. We look forward to a strong involvement of children to highlight the challenges they face and ideas to overcome them. It is also expected that a new resolution on youth and human rights will be adopted in the September session of the Human Rights Council, but its thematic focus is still not decided.
Furthermore, the Secretary General’s decision to develop a system-wide Guidance Note on child rights is a strong message that children remain a top priority for the UN. It is clear that despite the many good practices that exist, there is a need to strengthen the integration of child rights across UN entities. OHCHR is working, jointly with UNICEF, and the inter-agency core group in the development of the Guidance Note.   
Madam Chair,
Distinguished members, 
 	This is, once again, another 5-week session, which allows the Committee to recuperate one of the two weeks that were not used in January 2022 because of the Covid-19 pandemic. The additional time will help to decrease the considerable backlog of reports received and pending consideration which now stands at 80 reports. The Committee will examine individual communications submitted against Ireland, Spain, Finland, Denmark and Switzerland, on issues of international abduction of children, right to education, repatriation of children detained in refugee camps in Syria, and rights of migrant children.
I would like to close by reiterating our and my personal best wishes to all of you for a successful and productive session and to say what a pleasure it is to be with you. 
Thank you for your attention.  
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