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09 September 2019
Excellency,

In my capacity as Rapporteur on Follow-up on Concluding Observations of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), I have the honor to refer to the examination of the combined fourth and fifth periodic reports of Switzerland, at the Committee’s sixty-fifth session, held in November 2016. At the end of that session, the Committee’s concluding observations (CEDAW/C/CHE/CO/4-5) were transmitted to your Permanent Mission. You may recall that in paragraph 54 on follow-up on the concluding observations, the Committee requested Switzerland to provide, within two years, written information on the steps taken to implement the recommendations contained in paragraphs 19 (b) and (c), 27 (c) and 49 (d) of the concluding observations.
The Committee welcomes the follow-up report received with a month delay in December 2018 (CEDAW/C/CHE/CO/4-5/Add.1) under the CEDAW follow-up procedure. At its seventy-third session, held in July 2019 in Geneva, the Committee examined this follow-up report and adopted the following assessment.
Regarding the recommendation made in paragraph 19 of the concluding observations, urging the State party to “develop a comprehensive national gender strategy, policy and action plan that addresses the structural factors causing persistent inequalities, including intersecting forms of discrimination against women and girls”: 
 The Committee takes note of the information provided by the State party that there have been new gender strategies in different departments of the Federal Administration. It also notes that the interdepartmental working group developed a road map addressing gender equality at the federal level and some cantons adopted strategies or action plans that include gender dimension. Considering the varying extent of the implementation in the different cantons and the position taken by the Federal Council that it would not support to develop a comprehensive action plan or strategies on gender, the Committee considers that the State party did not take steps to implement the recommendation. It considers that the recommendation has not been implemented.
The Committee considers that the information provided by the State party is thorough and extensive, and responds fully to the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is satisfactory.
His Excellency

Mr. Valentin Zellweger
Permanent Representative of Switzerland
   to the United Nations Office at Geneva

Rue de Varembé 9-11

1211 Geneva 20
Email: mission-geneve-oi@eda.admin.ch
In relation to the recommendation urging the State party to “strengthen the existing equality offices and commissions at the cantonal level and ensure that they, along with the Federal Office for Gender Equality and the Federal Commission for Women’s Issues, are provided with the authority, visibility and human and financial resources necessary to effectively advance women’s rights and regularly assess progress in the implementation of federal and cantonal gender equality policies, plans and programmes and evaluate the impact of such efforts”:

The Committee takes note that a few cantonal equality offices and/or commissions wish to take communication measures to increase the visibility of the equality institutions and to strengthen their networks. It also notes the information provided by the State party on the approval of the budget for the Federal Office for Gender Equality by the Parliament, regardless of requests for budget cuts. However, it is concerned about the increasing financial and political pressure on gender equality institutions in the State party, resulting in the lack of sufficient resources for the implementation of their gender policies and plans. The Committee considers that the State party took some steps to implement the recommendation. It considers that the recommendation has been partially implemented.
The Committee considers that the information provided by the State party is thorough and extensive but it fails to respond fully to the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is partially satisfactory.
The Committee recommends that, in relation to paragraph 19 of the concluding observations, the State party provide, in its next periodic report, information on further actions taken to:

1.
Develop a comprehensive national gender strategy, policy and action plan that addresses the structural factors causing persistent inequalities, including intersecting forms of discrimination against women and girls;
2.
Strengthen the existing equality offices and commissions at the cantonal level and ensure that they are provided with the authority, visibility and human and financial resources necessary to effectively advance women’s rights and regularly assess progress in the implementation of federal and cantonal gender equality policies, plans and programmes and evaluate the impact of such efforts.
With regard to the recommendation made in paragraph 27 of the concluding observations, urging the State party to “expeditiously adopt a national action plan, in consultation with civil society organizations, to combat gender-based violence against women and ensure that adequate human, technical and financial resources are allocated for its implementation, monitoring and assessment”: 
The Committee welcomes the ratification of the Istanbul Convention by State party and the efforts made to implement the Istanbul Convention by developing an implementation concept in 2018 in agreement with the cantons. Nevertheless, it regrets that civil society organizations were not incorporated in the development process of the concept and that the State party has not decided to develop a national action plan. The Committee considers that the State party took some steps to implement the recommendation. It considers that the recommendation has been partially implemented.

The Committee considers that the information provided by the State party is thorough and extensive, and responds fully to the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is satisfactory.
The Committee recommends that, in relation to paragraph 27 of the concluding observations, the State party provide, in its next periodic report, information on further actions taken to:

Expeditiously adopt a national action plan, in consultation with civil society organizations, to combat gender-based violence against women and ensure that adequate human, technical and financial resources are allocated for its implementation, monitoring and assessment.
Regarding the recommendation made in paragraph 49 of the concluding observations, urging the State party to “develop a study, to be conducted by scientific experts and relevant women’s non-governmental organizations, to analyse the impact of the current pension system on low-income couples in relation to their falling into poverty”: 
The Committee takes note the amendment of the divorce law, which includes the provision of additional benefits for recipients of old-age pensions whose income does not cover their expenditure. It however regrets that the State party is not providing any information on the study recommended by the Committee’s concluding observations. Therefore, the Committee considers that there is a lack of sufficient information to make an assessment.
The Committee considers that the information provided by the State party is extensive, but fails to respond to the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is unsatisfactory.
The Committee recommends that, in relation to paragraph 49 of the concluding observations, the State party provide, in its next periodic report, information on further actions taken to:

Provide information on steps taken to develop a study, to be conducted by scientific experts and relevant women’s non-governmental organizations, to analyse the impact of the current pension system on low-income couples in relation to their falling into poverty.
Accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.
Yours sincerely,
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Lia Nadaraia
Rapporteur on follow-up
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