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Mr. Chairperson,
Distinguished members of the Committee,
Ladies and gentlemen,
 It is a great pleasure to be with you this morning and to welcome you on behalf of the Secretary-General to the 115th session of the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination. It is an honour to address you for the first time in my new capacity as Chief of the Human Rights Treaties Branch.
Mr. Chairperson, Distinguished experts, 
You are well aware that we are living in perilous times, marked by profound global challenges. As the High Commissioner for Human Rights stated at the opening of the 58th session of the Human Rights Council, “The international system is going through a tectonic shift, and the human rights edifice we have built up so painstakingly over decades has never been under so much strain”. The High Commissioner warned that “We need an all-out effort by everyone, to make sure that human rights and the rule of law remain foundational to communities, societies and international relations. Otherwise, the picture is very dangerous.” 
The Secretary-General in his message on the International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (21 March 2025) warned that “The poison of racism continues to infect our world – a toxic legacy of historic enslavement, colonialism and discrimination. It corrupts communities, blocks opportunities, and ruins lives, eroding the very foundations of dignity, equality and justice. Forged amidst the civil rights, anti-apartheid, and decolonisation movements of the 1960s, the Convention sets out concrete steps countries must take to combat racist doctrines, promote understanding, and build a world free from racial discrimination. Today, it remains a beacon of hope to guide us in dark times.” 

[bookmark: _Hlk173160521]In this regard, I would like to pay tribute to the important work of this Committee to monitor the implementation of the Convention and its significant contributions in promoting and protecting the human rights of all people without discrimination. With the Convention marking its 60th anniversary this year, it is an opportunity to explore avenues to generate greater political will and concrete action to fight racial discrimination. 

[bookmark: _MailAutoSig]In this connection, a number of events were held to commemorate the International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, which this year focused on the 60th anniversary of Convention. Your Chair, Mr. Balcerzak, participated in person in both the UN General Assembly 79 Commemorative Plenary Meeting and the Human Rights Council 58th session Panel Discussion for the International Day on 27 March 2025. There was a joint statement led by the Committee together with 10 other mechanisms. 

OHCHR will continue to support the Committee in its objectives for the yearlong anniversary campaign. An “ICERD 60” webpage with visual designs has been created on the CERD website. The activities planned and held will be updated throughout the year. 

Distinguished members of the Committee, 

Let me provide an overview of some other recent developments and UN action on the subject of racial discrimination, including in follow up to the work of CERD. 

The High Commissioner’s annual report on the rights of persons belonging to national or ethnic, religious and linguistic minorities, presented to the 58th session of the Human Rights Council last month, extensively references the Committee’s assessment of the realization of minority rights in countries under review. It also acknowledges the important contribution made by the Committee in advancing the adoption of comprehensive anti-discrimination legislation worldwide.

Last December, the World Health Organisation, UN Women, UNFPA and OHCHR organised, under the auspices of the UN Network on Racial Discrimination and Protection of Minorities, a community-of-practice on CERD’s General Recommendation No. 37, to discuss how countries can use it to eliminate racial discrimination in the context of health. UN staff, who are members of the Network, had a unique opportunity to hear directly from Ms. Stavrinaki, the Committee rapporteur for the elaboration of General Recommendation No. 37, and Ms. Michaela Moua, the European Commission’s Coordinator on combating racism, among other renowned speakers.

The 60th Anniversary of the Convention was promoted at the UN Network’s Principal- and Technical-Level meetings over the past two months, inviting other UN entities to contribute to the commemoration of the 60th anniversary through events, activities, publications and other initiatives with the aim of stimulating discussions on effective and innovative practices to address structural and emerging challenges in preventing and combatting racial discrimination.

Furthermore, the Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (EMRIP) in its 2024 study on “Constitutions, laws, legislation, policies, judicial decisions and other mechanisms through which States have taken measures to achieve the ends of the United National Declaration on the rights of Indigenous Peoples, in accordance with article 38 of the Declaration”, underscores the relevance of CERD’s jurisprudence in protecting the political and cultural rights of Indigenous Peoples. The study highlights how the Committee’s work reinforces the principles of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and strengthens the role of international treaty bodies in holding States accountable for respecting the collective rights of Indigenous Peoples.  

Distinguished experts, 
In December 2024, the General Assembly proclaimed 2025-2034 as the Second International Decade for People of African Descent (A/RES/79/193) with the theme “People of African descent: recognition, justice and development”. 

OHCHR continues consultations to inform the implementation of the High Commissioner’s Agenda towards transformative change for racial justice and equality. Most recently, regional consultations on dismantling systemic racism and addressing legacies of the past through reparatory justice have been convened with civil society activists and practitioners. These consultations will inform the High Commissioner’s report on racial justice and equality to be presented to the Human Rights Council in September 2025, which will focus on measures to confront legacies of enslavement, the trade in enslaved Africans, colonialism, and successive racially discriminatory policies and systems. 

The session of the Working Group of Experts on People of African Descent in December 2024 also focused on reparatory justice.  Their report will be presented at the Human Rights Council session in September 2025. The Working Group is meeting in NY this week and it organised yesterday a Panel to commemorate the 60th anniversary of the Convention. 

In December 2024, the Permanent Forum on People of African Descent held its first regional consultation on the draft UN Declaration on the Human Rights of People of African Descent in Barbados. The 4th session of the Permanent Forum was held last week (14-17 April 2025) focused on “Africa and people of African descent: United for reparatory justice in the age of Artificial Intelligence”.  
The International Independent Expert Mechanism to Advance Racial Justice and Equality in Law Enforcement (EMLER) will hold its 4th session from 5 to 9 May 2025 in Geneva. It will discuss “addressing systemic racism against Africans and people of African descent in the criminal justice system” in preparation of its thematic report on the same topic.

Distinguished experts, 
In March 2025 OHCHR organized a regional consultation for Europe entitled “A World of Sport Free from Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia, and Related Intolerance” in Belgium. The second regional consultation will take place in Mexico and will focus on sports across the Latin American region. The outcomes of these regional consultations will inform the High Commissioner’s report on a World of Sport Free from Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia, and Related Intolerance, to be presented at the HRC September session.

The 15th session of the Ad Hoc Committee on the elaboration of complementary standards to the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (held in two segments from 7 to 11 April and from 26 to 30 May 2025) is continuing efforts to elaborate an additional protocol to the Convention aiming at “criminalizing acts of a racist and xenophobic nature.”  This session will focus on concrete elements for draft provisions related to the prohibition and criminalization of acts of racist and xenophobic nature, as well as the procedural guarantees for indicted persons and the protection of victims. The session also included a commemoration of the 60th anniversary of the Convention. 

Finally let me note that the Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance will present two thematic reports on Intersectionality from a racial justice perspective, and combatting the glorification of Nazism, as well as a report on her country visit to Brazil, at the 59th session of the Human Rights Council in June 2025.  

Mr. Chairperson, Distinguished members of the Committee,
Turning to matters affecting the treaty body system.  Last year has been particularly challenging. In addition to chronic resource constraints, the liquidity crisis has and continues to hamper the planning and implementation of your work - a point that the Chairs communicated forcefully during their meetings with Member States and other interlocutors in New York. Let me assure you that the Office is doing its utmost to ensure that this Committee and other treaty bodies can implement their mandates, including by highlighting the direct impact that resource limitations have on human rights protection on the ground. Nevertheless, all indications point to a continuation of the difficult liquidity situation for the foreseeable future. While all treaty bodies have been able to hold their first sessions, the outlook for the rest of the year remains uncertain, both in terms of plenary meeting and visits. We will let you know as soon as we receive information as regards your 2nd sessions.   

Despite these challenges, the treaty body strengthening process remains active. It reached a key moment with the adoption in December of last year of the biennial resolution on the treaty body system by the General Assembly. The Resolution invites the Treaty Bodies and the Office to continue to work on coordination and predictability in the reporting process with the aim of achieving a regularized schedule for reporting and to increase their efforts to further use digital technologies. However, the biennial resolution did not endorse certain detailed proposals made by the Chairs and corresponding resources to implement them, such as the one for an eight-year predictable schedule of reviews.
On the occasion of Human Rights Day last year, the Geneva Human Rights Platform in cooperation with OHCHR  and the Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs, organized an informal meeting of the Chairs and focal points on working methods, who also had the opportunity to meet with Member States and other stakeholders. The meeting explored the latest developments on the treaty body system and also sought to identify possible ways forward to improve the harmonization of procedures and brainstorm on the way forward. The Chairs and focal points on working methods, also had the opportunity to interact with the coordination committee of special procedures mandate holders, who was also meeting in Geneva during the same time. 
The coordination unit is reaching out to the Chairs and Committee focal points to ensure that coordination on working methods continues to take place, especially in preparation for the forthcoming Chairs meeting, which, resources permitting, will be organised in Geneva in June
OHCHR will continue to work alongside the Chairs and all the treaty body experts to strengthen the system, using all the opportunities at our disposal to advance this essential work.
Mr. Chair, Distinguished members,

A heavy program of work is before the Committee over the next three weeks. Five major State party reviews (Gabon, Kyrgyzstan, Mauritius, Republic of Korea and Ukraine); consideration of five State party follow-up reports (Croatia, Germany, Morocco, Tajikistan, and Uruguay); a half-day of general discussion on reparations for the injustices from the transatlantic trade of enslaved Africans, their treatment as chattel and the ongoing harms to and crimes against People of African Descent; consideration of cases under the Early Warning and Urgent Action Procedure, and Individual Complaints procedure, and meetings with different stakeholders including State parties and civil society. 

Let me conclude here and wish you a fruitful and productive 115th session. 

Thank you for your attention.
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