The Syrian Regime's Violations
of Human Rights

For over 13 years, the Syrian regime has engaged in widespread and
systematic violations of human rights, subjecting its own people to
arbitrary arrests, forced disappearances, and extrajudicial killings. From
men, women, and children, no one has been spared the regime’s brutal
crackdown on dissent and the devastating impact of its actions.

The Syrian conflict, which has raged for over a decade, is a complex and
multifaceted crisis that has devastated the country and its people. This
long-standing civil war has its roots in the 2011 Arab Spring uprisings,
when peaceful protests against the authoritarian regime of President
Bashar al-Assad were met with a brutal crackdown, leading to an armed
rebellion and the descent into full-scale conflict.




13 Years of Oppression

For over a decade, the Syrian people have endured a relentless campaign of oppression and human
rights violations at the hands of the Assad regime. Despite international condemnation, the regime has
clung to power, employing brutal tactics to suppress dissent and maintain its grip on the country.
From arbitrary arrests and enforced disappearances to the indiscriminate use of chemical weapons,
the Syrian people have faced unimaginable suffering under the regime's authoritarian rule.

The longevity of this crisis is a testament to the resilience of the Syrian people, who have courageously
resisted the regime's efforts to silence them. Yet, the continued violence and repression have taken a
devastating toll, leaving families torn apart and communities shattered. As the world watches, the
urgent need for change and accountability has never been more pressing.



Overview of the Syrian Regime's Violations of
Human Rights

The Syrian regime, under the authoritarian rule of Bashar al-Assad, has committed widespread and
systematic violations of human rights over the past 13 years. These abuses include the arbitrary
detention and enforced disappearance of thousands of civilians, the torture and extrajudicial
killing of detainees, and the indiscriminate bombing of civilian areas. The regime has also used

chemical weapons against its own people, causing immense suffering and loss of life.

The regime’'s crackdown on dissent and the brutal suppression of the 2011 pro-democracy uprising
have led to the displacement of millions of Syrians, both internally and as refugees seeking safety
abroad. The regime's actions have resulted in a dire humanitarian crisis, with the civilian population
bearing the brunt of the conflict and facing grave consequences, including lack of access to basic
services, food insecurity, and lack of medical care.



Impact on Civilian Population

The Syrian conflict has had a devastating impact on the civilian population, with millions of Syrians
displaced from their homes, living in precarious conditions, and facing immense hardships. Hospitals,
schools, and other vital infrastructure have been systematically targeted and destroyed,
depriving Syrians of access to essential services. Furthermore, the use of indiscriminate weapons,
such as barrel bombs and chemical agents, has resulted in the deaths of countless innocent men,
women, and children. The loss of life, the trauma experienced, and the disruption to basic necessities
have taken a heavy toll on the mental and physical well-being of the Syrian people.

As the conflict has dragged on, Syrians have been forced to flee their homes, with over 6 million
Syrians internally displaced and over 5 million refugees seeking safety in neighboring countries and
beyond. These displaced individuals and families often face inadequate housing, limited access to
healthcare, and scarcity of food and clean water, exacerbating the humanitarian crisis. The impact

of the conflict on children has been particularly devastating, with many deprived of education,

exposed to violence, and at risk of exploitation and abuse.



Arbitrary Arrests and Enforced
Disappearances

Widespread
Abuse

The Syrian regime
has a long-standing
history of arbitrarily
arresting and
detaining its citizens.
Dissidents, activists,
and even civilians
have been subjected
to this systematic
abuse of power, often
without due process
or legal justification.

Enforced
Disappearances

Thousands of Syrians
have been forcibly
disappeared by the
regime, their
whereabouts
unknown to their
families and the
international
community. These
cases of enforced
disappearance have
left a trail of anguish
and uncertainty for
the victims' loved
ones.

Targeting of
Civilians

The Syrian regime's
crackdown has not
spared women,
children, and the
elderly, who have also
been subjected to
arbitrary arrests and
disappearances. This
indiscriminate
targeting of civilians
has only exacerbated
the suffering of the
Syrian people.

Lack of
Accountability

Despite widespread
international
condemnation, the
Syrian regime has
continued to evade
accountability for
these grave human
rights violations. Calls
for justice and a
transparent
investigation into
these abuses have
largely fallen on deaf

ears.



The Toll on Men, Women, and
Children

The brutal Syrian regime's relentless campaign of violence has exacted a
devastating toll on the country's civilian population. Innocent men,
women, and children have been subjected to unimaginable suffering, with
many losing their lives or being torn from their families through arbitrary
arrests and enforced disappearances.

The psychological trauma inflicted on Syrian families is immeasurable, as
they live in constant fear and uncertainty, not knowing the fate of their
loved ones. Children, in particular, have borne the brunt of this crisis,
witnessing unspeakable atrocities and having their childhoods cruelly
taken from them.




Targeted Killings and the Use of Chemical

Indiscriminate Attacks

The Syrian regime has carried
out numerous indiscriminate
attacks on civilians, often using
barrel bombs and other
improvised explosive devices
dropped from helicopters.
These attacks have caused
widespread destruction and
loss of life, violating the
principles of proportionality
and distinction that are central
to international humanitarian

law.

Weapons

Chemical Weapons
Atrocities

The Syrian regime’s use of
chemical weapons, such as
sarin gas and chlorine, against
its own citizens has been well-
documented. These horrific
attacks have resulted in
agonizing deaths and long-term
health consequences for
survivors, constituting clear war
crimes and crimes against

humanity.

Extrajudicial Killings

The Syrian regime has also
been implicated in the
systematic and targeted killings
of opposition members,
activists, and civilians. Mass
graves and evidence of torture
and execution have been
uncovered, highlighting the
regime’s disregard for human
life and the rule of law.



Staggering Numbers: Casualties, Detainees,
and the Missing

B Civilians Killed [ Detainees Missing/Disappeared

The Syrian conflict has taken an immense toll on the Syrian people, with staggering numbers of
casualties, detainees, and the missing. Over the course of 13 years, an estimated 500,000 civilians
have been killed, either through targeted attacks, indiscriminate bombings, or the use of chemical

weapons.

Additionally, the Syrian regime has arbitrarily detained over 100,000 individuals, many of whom have
been subjected to torture and enforced disappearance. Tragically, an estimated 80,000 Syrians

remain missing, their fate unknown to their anguished families.



The Impact on Syrian Families and
Communities

The relentless conflict in Syria has taken a
devastating toll on families and communities
across the country. Millions have been displaced
from their homes, with many forced to flee as
refugees to neighboring countries. Those who
remain face daily struggles for survival, with
limited access to basic necessities like food,

water, and medical care.

The trauma of losing loved ones, witnessing

horrific violence, and being uprooted from their
lives has left deep scars on the psyche of the
Syrian people. Children, in particular, have been
deeply affected, with many experiencing lifelong
consequences from the horrors they've
endured.



The International Response and Calls for
Accountability

Global Outcry Sanctions and Pressure

The international community has been In response, many countries have
deeply alarmed by the widespread imposed tough economic sanctions on
human rights abuses committed by the the Syrian regime and its supporters,
Syrian regime over the past 13 years. limiting their access to global financial
Governments, human rights systems and trade. The UN and other
organizations, and global leaders have bodies have also applied diplomatic
strongly condemned the regime's pressure, demanding that the regime
actions and called for an end to the comply with international laws and
violence. norms.

Calls for Justice

There have been growing calls for accountability, with demands that the Syrian regime
be investigated and its leaders held responsible for war crimes and crimes against
humanity. The International Criminal Court and other judicial bodies have been urged to
take action and bring the perpetrators to justice.




Challenges in Addressing the
Crisis
The Syrian crisis presents complex challenges that have hindered
effective international response and accountability. Geopolitical tensions
and conflicting interests among global powers have made it difficult to
achieve consensus on solutions. The Syrian regime's relentless crackdown

on dissent and refusal to cooperate with investigations have further
obstructed progress.

Access restrictions and security risks have hampered humanitarian aid
delivery and documentation efforts. Lack of reliable data and fragmented
evidence have made it challenging to fully quantify the scale of abuses.
Ongoing violence, displacement, and the collapse of state institutions
have devastated Syrian communities and weakened civil society's
capacity to advocate for justice.

Overcoming these obstacles requires sustained diplomatic pressure,
strengthened mechanisms for accountability, and a renewed
commitment to protecting human rights and restoring stability in Syria.
Only through concerted international action and support for the Syrian
people can a path be paved towards a more just and peaceful future.



Conclusion: The Urgent Need for Change

Over the past 13 years, the Syrian people have endured unimaginable suffering under the oppressive
rule of the Assad regime. The systematic violations of human rights, including arbitrary arrests,
enforced disappearances, and the use of chemical weapons, have left an indelible mark on the country
and its people. It is clear that the current path is unsustainable and that drastic action is required to
bring about meaningful change and restore peace and justice in Syria.
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