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CRPD-committee, 31st Session, Constructive Dialogue, 
Opening Statement by the Netherlands Institute for Human Rights (NIHR)
Nico Schrijver, Interim Chair NIHR

15 August 2024
Distinguished Chair and Members of the Committee, representatives of the Netherlands government, and persons with disabilities and their representative organisations,

My name is Nico Schrijver and it is an honour to deliver this statement as Chair of the Netherlands Institute for Human Rights, which serves as the Netherlands’ independent monitoring mechanism.  

Since the ratification of the CRPD in 2016, the Dutch government has made significant efforts to implement the Convention. Particularly the adoption of the national strategy for the implementation of the Convention can be seen as an important milestone. The aim of this strategy is to bring the position of persons with disabilities in line with the Convention by 2040. 

However, as monitoring mechanism, we note that there are still several shortcomings. In this statement, I will elaborate on four central gaps that, according to the Institute, need to be addressed in order to be able to realise effective implementation of the Convention.

First, the national strategy for the implementation of the CRPD does not encompass all provisions of the Convention, as it does not fully address several articles, such as articles 10, 15, 16, 17, 18, 21, 22 and 23. Instead, the strategy addresses seven key principles and areas of life that are reflected in the Convention. The Institute notes that the full implementation of the Convention requires a comprehensive strategy in which all articles and principles are addressed.

Second, the Convention and its general principles are not adequately integrated in all levels of government. 
An example that illustrates this, is the fact that persons with disabilities experience significant barriers to the right to work]. These barriers increase the importance of social security. However, the system is complex and does not always offer adequate security, as it is not suited to address some of the specific situations of persons with disabilities. The Institute continues to emphasise that the government should visibly review social security policies and legislation in light of the Convention.

Third, there is currently still no adequate infrastructure to allow for the structural participation of persons with disabilities in law- and policymaking.. The national strategy for the implementation of the CRPD outlines the ambition that by 2040 at the latest, persons with disabilities are actively involved in the process of drawing up policy and legislation at every level of government, also at the local level. We believe that this cannot wait until 2040, as in order for the national strategy to be effective, an adequate infrastructure that guarantees the participation of persons with disabilities in law- and policymaking processes is crucial. This also includes structural financial support for representative organisations.
 
Lastly, I would like to point at the lack of a clear timeline for the extension of the territorial scope of the Convention to the three special Caribbean municipalities of the Netherlands. The government has indicated that its aim is for the territorial scope of the Convention to be extended as soon as possible, without, however, providing a clear timeline. The Institute reiterates that eight years have passed since the Netherlands ratified the CRPD. The lack of significant progress in implementation is detrimental to the rights of persons with disabilities in the Caribbean municipalities of the Netherlands.

In conclusion, the government has taken important steps towards implementation, yet there is still a lot of progress to be made. A structural approach to the integration of all articles and principles of the Convention on all relevant government levels is crucial in this regard.
Thank you very much for your attention. I look forward to the fruitful discussions during the Constructive Dialogue.
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