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Children's Rights in the Occupied Palestinian Territories 


Introduction
World has been witnessing decades of un-ending cycles of unrest in the Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPT) by the occupying power, impacting the whole population, with children bearing the most burnt. In Oct. 2023 the long run conflicts showed a horrifying escalation and unprecedented crimes began unfolding in the region, especially in the Gaza strip. 
The colossal children death toll made the 2023-24 Gaza war to be considered as a war against children. As one of the most densely populated areas of the world came under the unprecedented Israel bombardments, Gaza turned into a graveyard for children, who are comprising a significant portion of the lost lives. According to the Ministry of Health, about 70 per cent of those killed are reported to be women and children.  
The present report to the CRC, reviews the Gaza incidents from a human rights perspective and considers the various forms of Gaza children's rights being violated, especially in the time period following the Oct.7th 2023. 
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The Situation in the OPT
In order to understand the situation in the Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPT), including the Gaza Strip, we need to consider the context of 75-year apartheid, the 65-year occupation and the 15-year blockade which has deprived the Palestinians and children from adequate access to almost ALL economic, social and cultural rights, civil and political rights, as well as all aspects of the right to development and attainment of all sustainable development goals. 
The extensive violation of human rights is being committed be an occupying power whose presence is found to be illegal in the OPT. We draw the attention of the Committee to the ICJ Advisory opinion which found Israel occupation illegal, on 19 July 2024. 
The long history of violation of all human rights and children's rights in the OPT led to serious escalation of conflict on 7th Oct. 2023, when Hamas attack Israel and Israel responded with a heavy bombardment campaign unprecedented in modern history, leading to thousands of civilian and children deaths and injuries. Since the 7th Oct. the civilian population of Gaza and the children have been subject to heavy unabated bombardments, as well as collective punishment, war crimes, crimes against humanity and genocide.
According to the Palestine News and Info Agency (WAFA),  between 7 October, 2023 and late July 2024, 39,600 Palestinians have been killed and an additional 90,996 have been injured in Gaza[footnoteRef:1] predominantly women and children.  [1:   https://english.wafa.ps/Pages/Details/147538] 

Tens of thousands of children have become orphans. Many have sustained life-changing injuries. There are reports indicating that thousands of children have simply disappeared, likely lost under the rubble of destroyed homes and shelters. 
The extent and intensity of the long-run serious violations of IHL and IHRL having taken place in the OPT, as a result of Israel policies, is far beyond the scope of the present report, however, considering the crimes unfolding in Gaza – from 7th Oct. 2023 up to the time of preparation of the present report – the current study tries to shed light on grave violations of some fundamental human rights and children's rights as means of war, including serious violation of the right to access: clean water; sufficient food; adequate and timely medical care, safe shelter and education, a combination of which threaten the right to life and to physical and mental health for children who have survived the malicious conflict so far.

The Right to Water 
The right to safe drinking water is guaranteed in General Assembly Resolution 64/292. Also, the annual 2021 report of the UN High Commissioner, on the Human rights situation in Palestine discusses the right to water in the OPT. It must be noted that Israel's discriminatory policies[footnoteRef:2] that limit Palestinians access to water are as old as the occupation itself and has been frequently criticized in the UN reports[footnoteRef:3] and resolutions[footnoteRef:4]. [2:  Over the 65 years of occupation, Israel has been systematically denying or restricting Palestinians access to water while developing its own water infrastructures and networks, for further information please see the relevant reports, e.g., The Occupation of Water, available at:https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/campaigns/2017/11/the-occupation-of-water/ ]  [3:  e.g., A/HRC/40/73; A/HRC/46/22; A/HRC/46/65; A/HRC/46/63; A/75/199; A/HRC/48/43.]  [4:  e.g., General Assembly Res. 58/292 (2004), Security Council Res. 2334 (2016), Human Rights Council Res. 43/32 (2020)] 

The Israel repressive policies and measures that reduced Palestinians’ use of water started from early days of occupation[footnoteRef:5] and increasingly imposed more restriction on Palestinians over the next decades and the whole situation got devastatingly worst with 2023-2024 war. [5:  The Commission established under Security Council resolution 446 (1979) reported that in the early days of the occupation Israeli authorities, under the claim of security, blew up 140 water pumps installed on the west bank of the River Jordan; as a result of that action, the Palestinian farmers were prevented from pumping water from the river for irrigation, whereas the Israeli settlers in the area were allowed to continue to do so. More info, at: https://www.un.org/unispal/document/auto-insert-197919/] 


Access to Water in Gaza 
In July 2024, for over 300 days, the serious lack of access to clean water in the enclave continues as a violation of international law.  Israel's intentional denial of Gaza people's access to drinking water, as a method of war, has been widely condemned, especially through the hot and dry summer days. 
Last year, on 17 Nov. 2023, the UN Special Rapporteur on the human rights to safe drinking water and sanitation, Pedro Arrojo-Agudo, warned that "Israel must allow clean water and fuel into Gaza … before it is too late" The UN expert also warned that "Israel must stop using water as a weapon of war", adding that "around 70% of the population in Gaza is drinking salinized and contaminated water" leading to spread of waterborne diseases. [footnoteRef:6]  [6:  https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2023/11/israel-must-stop-using-water-weapon-war-un-expert] 

At the same time, the UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to water also emphasized that, "under Article 7 of the Rome Statute, intentionally depriving the civilian population of conditions of life, calculated to bring about their destruction, is an act of extermination and classified as a "crime against humanity." The UN expert warned that as usual, "children are the first to be the affected by the water and sanitation crisis – particularly those under five years old – and women"[footnoteRef:7].  [7:  ibid] 

On 5 Jan 2024, the official X account of the UN Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, announced that "a public health crisis is unfolding in Gaza". The spillover of sewer in overcrowded shelters in Gaza has resulted in spread of infectious diseases, while the deadly bombardments continue. 
Denial of access to water violates international humanitarian law and the Article 56 of the forth Geneva conventions, constituting a "war crime" according to experts of the field[footnoteRef:8]. The inhuman policy of preventing access to drinking water also contradicts the General Comment No. 15 of the Economic, Social and Cultural Committee, paragraphs 21 and 31. [8:  Prof Lyla Mehta, Institute of Development Studies, University of Sussex and Dr. Alan Nicol Researcher in international water policy in https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/oct/19/cutting-off-water-to-gaza-is-a-war#:~:text=Water%20is%20a%20basic%20human,access%20to%20water%20and%20food.] 

Lack of access to clean water in Gaza is a violation of international law and constitute war crimes and crime against humanity[footnoteRef:9].  [9:  In Oct, 2023, UN Expert Pedro Arrojo warned that hundreds of thousands of Gaza people, including children, were drinking unclean or salty water to survive and considered Israel’s actions a “crime against humanity.”] 

We also, draw the attention of the Committee to the following facts:
· Israel has been weaponizing access to water, depriving the people of Gaza from access to drinking water for the past months, threatening many human lives, especially for children[footnoteRef:10].  [10:  https://www.unescwa.org/sites/default/files/pubs/pdf/war-gaza-weaponizing-access-water-energy-food-land-english.pdf] 


· Israel has been controlling the water supply of the occupied territories since 1967[footnoteRef:11]. [11:  A/HRC/48/43 (15 October 2021), para. 18.] 

· Israel has been demolishing Palestinian water structures in the occupied territories during the occupation[footnoteRef:12], including the demolition of 1000 Palestinian water, sanitation and hygiene structures[footnoteRef:13], and continued to destroy water facilities in Gaza since Oct., 7th, 2023[footnoteRef:14], despite the repeated calls by the international community and relevant UN experts and UN bodies to refrain from violation of access to water and sanitation in the enclave.  [12:  For example, see the paragraph 25the Annual report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human to HRC 52, (A/HRC/52/76) published in March 2023, documenting the demolition of 571 Palestinian water structures by Israel. ]  [13:  ICJ Advisory opinion 14 July 2023, Para, 205.]  [14:  https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-68969239] 

We call on the Committee to urge Israel to allow clean water and fuel into Gaza to activate the water supply network and desalination plants in the besieged enclave before it is too late, before more deaths are recorded as a result of Israel crimes in Gaza. These frequently invisible casualties of war are preventable, and Israel must prevent them. 

The Right to Food
The right to food is a fundamental human right and according to the international law and UN documents warn warring parties against any resort to starvation of people as a method of war. Weaponization of food is strictly prohibited by International Humanitarian Law (IHL). The Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court Article 8(2)(b) provides that intentionally starving civilians by "depriving them of objects indispensable to their survival, including willfully impeding relief supplies" is a war crime[footnoteRef:15]. [15:  https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/zh/ihl-treaties/icc-statute-amendment-art8-starvation-2019?activeTab=default] 

The Security Council Resolution, 2573 (2021), "Urges all parties to armed conflict to … ensuring the proper functioning of food systems and markets in situations of armed conflict," and expresses deep concerns over the increasing number of civilians facing food insecurity and famine during armed conflicts.
In Addition, Customary Rules of International Humanitarian Law (Rule 53) prohibits starvation of civilians as a method of warfare and "denying access of humanitarian aid intended for civilians in need, including deliberately impeding humanitarian aid (see Rule 55). 

Right to Food in Gaza 
Despite all condemnations of people starvation as a method of war, the Palestinian people have been facing the highest levels of food insecurity ever recorded in Gaza in 2023 and 2024, to a level that United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) announced that "famine is round the corner", in Jan. 2024. 
On Jan. 2nd, 2024, the UN World Food Programmed (WFP) announced that “everyone in Gaza is hungry! Skipping meals is the norm, and each day is a desperate search for sustenance. People often go the entire day and night without eating". Adults go hungry so children can eat”. The situation was particularly dire for undernourished children, who were at risk of communicable disease outbreaks[footnoteRef:16]. [16:  https://palestine.un.org/en/257058-everyone-hungry-gaza-warn-un-humanitarians#:~:text=%E2%80%9CEveryone%20in%20Gaza%20is%20hungry,hungry%20so%20children%20can%20eat.%E2%80%9D] 

Serious starvation of people, including thousands of children, pregnant women and women nursing the newborns, has been another form of war crime being continually committed in Gaza, during the 2023 – 2024 armed conflict.
Lack of access to food has led to establishment of Famine Review Committee (FRC), in Gaza due to evidence proving acute food insecurity Phase 5 (Catastrophic threshold). The FRC warned that the risk of famine is increasing daily amid intense conflict and continued limitation of humanitarian access.

On 9 July 2024, a group of UN experts announced that "recent deaths of more Palestinian children due to hunger and malnutrition leaves no doubt that famine has spread across the entire Gaza strip"[footnoteRef:17], they confirmed the death of children aged, six months, nine years and thirteen years, in June 2024 because of malnutrition.  [17:  https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/07/un-experts-declare-famine-has-spread-throughout-gaza-strip] 


They declared that “Israel’s intentional and targeted starvation campaign against the Palestinian people is a form of genocidal violence and has resulted in famine across all of Gaza.” The UN experts called on the international community to prioritize the delivery of humanitarian aid by land by any means necessary, end Israel’s siege, and establish a ceasefire.

We call on the Committee on the Rights of the Child to require Israel to remove all obstacles on delivery of humanitarian aid including food to the enclave, as vital first steps to eliminate the existing famine.

Right to Health
As a fundamental human right, the right to health is recognized in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the International Covenant on Economic (ICESCR), Social and Cultural Rights, and the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC). These documents guarantee the right to access medical care and other health services, as well as the right to enjoy the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health.
The Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) recognizes the right of every child to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of health and to facilities for the treatment of illness and rehabilitation of health. The Convention also requires States to take appropriate measures to combat disease and malnutrition, and to ensure that all segments of society, in particular parents and children, have access to education, and are supported in the use of basic knowledge of child health and nutrition.  

Right to Health in Gaza 
In May 2024, WHO reported that 84% of health facilities are damaged or destroyed in Gaza[footnoteRef:18]. Most of hospitals stopped working due to shortages of electricity, fuel and medicine. The hospitals are confronting complications such as medical staff shortages of specialized surgeons, neurosurgeons, and intensive care staff in addition to lack of medicines such as anesthesia, antibiotics, pain relief medicines, and external fixators. The north Gaza hospitals were also reported to be in urgent need of fuel, food, and drinking water. The minimum level of supplies reaching the hospitals and their fluctuating capacities were reported to be among the other challenges impacting their functionality. [18:  https://www.npr.org/2024/06/01/g-s1-1780/gaza-israel-infrastructure-water-schools-hospitals] 

While thousands of children have been injured and killed, in July 2024, Israeli Prime Minister rejected the establishment of a field hospital to treat Palestinian children injured in Israel’s ongoing offensive on the Gaza Strip[footnoteRef:19]. The hospital was intended to serve as a short-term solution to address immediate humanitarian needs following the extended closure of Rafah Crossing. [19:  https://www.aa.com.tr/en/middle-east/netanyahu-blocks-field-hospital-for-gaza-children-amid-israeli-war/3278938] 

We call on the Committee to highlight the prominence of protection of health structures in armed conflicts in the review of Israel and condemn the deadly impact of depriving hospitals of necessary and vital items, including the electricity, medicine and medical supplies.  

Access to Fuel, Electricity, and Communication in Gaza 
The cutting of power, water and fuel supply to Gaza by Israel, amounts to collective punishment of its entire population of over 2 million people and violates international laws.
Fuel: The lack of access to fuel, in the enclave, is having a devastating impact on the people, delivery of humanitarian services. The UN Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) has announced that the complete depletion of fuel in Gaza is having catastrophic consequences, including the collapse in water supply, sewage and sanitation services, telecommunications, healthcare, electricity production, delivery of food and the operation of trucks that bring humanitarian aid to the enclave jeopardizing "the entire architecture of the humanitarian response" in Gaza.[footnoteRef:20] [20:  https://news.un.org/en/story/2023/11/1143672] 

 
Electricity: In Nov. 2023, UNRWA, which has been  sheltering about 1.4 million internally displaced persons (IDPs) in 155 facilities announced that the lack of electricity has created a water crisis, prevented the operation of water pumps and desalination plants, limiting the supply of water in the enclave[footnoteRef:21], forcing many Palestinians including children to drink salinized and polluted water, leading to outbreak of waterborne diseases, taking lives in the absence of adequate and sufficient medical care and nutrition. [21:  UNRWA report of 18 December 2023 on days 72-73 of Hostilities   ] 


Communication Blackout: Israel has been deliberately shutting down or destroying telecommunications systems that caused disproportionate harm to civilians. Phone and internet disruption can prevent those who are injured or are in emergency situations from access to urgent rescue services threatening lives. In addition, damage to core communications infrastructure provide cover for atrocities and breed impunity and put human lives at risk of repeated and continuous crimes, including the ongoing genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity. 

Right to Education
The Right to Education is guaranteed in Article 26 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR), according to which "Everyone has the right to education". The right to education has also been reaffirmed in various international treaties including: UNESCO Convention against Discrimination in Education (1960); International Covenant on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (1965); International Covenant on Economic Social and Cultural Rights (1966); Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (1979); Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989); International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of their families (1990); Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (2006); ILO Conventions  and regional treaties.

[bookmark: _GoBack]
Right to Education in Gaza
In late June 2024, hundreds of thousands of students have been deprived of an education as Israel’s months-long offensive against the Gaza Strip continues. According to a statement published by Gaza Ministry of Education, “more than 800,000 students of various educational levels in the Gaza Strip have been deprived of their right to education since Oct. 7 last year.”[footnoteRef:22] The current situation is threatening the future of a generation of Gaza students, if and only if they can survive the current aggressive war. [22:  https://www.aa.com.tr/en/middle-east/gaza-war-deprives-800-000-students-of-right-to-education-media-office/3255891] 

We call on the Committee to remind Israel of its commitments under the international law, regarding the right to education of the children in Gaza, and request the Committee to use all capacities at hand to make Gaza students' access to education possible.

Right to Housing
The right to adequate housing in guaranteed in human rights law. Adequate housing was recognized as part of the right to an adequate standard of living in article 25 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and in article 11.1 of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.
Safe Shelter and Housing in Gaza 
Following the 7th Oct., Israel started heavy bombardment of North Gaza and thousands of tons of bombs continued to attack the overpopulated place, killing thousands of children and civilians. 
The horrible conditions forced the population of Northern Gaza to move to the South, and seek refuge under the UN flag in UNRWA schools while even the UN facilities have come under repeated Israeli attacks taking the lives of an unprecedented number of the UN personnel as well as Palestinian civilians and children. 
The evidence, including satellite imagery, shows that Israel has destroyed Gaza at a pace and level that exceeds any recent conflict. In June 2024, UNOSAT reported that based on satellite imagery, 151,265 structures have been affected in the Gaza Strip, and the Israeli war has produced approximately 41.95 million metric tonnes of rubble in the Gaza Strip which is 14 times more debris than all previous Israeli aggressions in the Palestinian territory since 2008. The situation has left the Gaza internally displaced people with no place to return, if there will be people living in the enclave, once the conflict stops.  
We call on the Committee to offer recommendations on the housing situation of the Palestinian IDPs (Internally Displaced People), and urge Israel stop the conflict and provide all these people and children with adequate housing as soon as possible. 
Conclusion
The horrible and devastating impacts of the ongoing cycles of armed conflict was reflected on the desperate lives of Gaza children, who were experiencing and witnessing massive death, destruction, displacement, hunger, loss, and grief for months, while the repeated calls by the United Nations and the General assembly for a ceasefire was confronted with the US veto leading to continuation of atrocities and humanitarian blockade for months; displacement of almost all Gaza people into overcrowded UNRWA shelters and the continuation of hardship for the people of Gaza.  
Deadly limitations placed on access to: clean water and sanitation; sufficient food; medicine and medical care; education; necessary items including fuel, electricity, and means of communication and safe shelter in addition to continuation of heavy bombardments has led to the death of about 40000 people in the enclave, predominately women and children. 
The mass destruction of a large number of people of Palestine is a situation for which the international community is bearing international responsibility. We also, expect the UN bodies to take serious steps to prevent the continuation of international crimes which are taking lives in the enclave.
We call on the Committee to use all capacities at hand to prevent another genocide similar to Rwanda and Bosnia, before the deadly man-made combination of hunger, disease and bombardment draws the people of Gaza into a black whole of collective death.   
We urge the Committee to call on Israel to respect, protect, and fulfil the rights of all children under its effective control as well as to report to the Committee on its compliance with the Convention on the Rights of the Child.
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