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Madam Chairperson, Distinguished Members of the Committee, Ladies and Gentlemen,


My name is Mrs. Fatou Kinteh. I am the Minister of Gender, Children, and Social Welfare of the Republic of The Gambia and Head of Delegation to this 98th Session of the Committee on the Rights of the Child.

I am accompanied by my distinguished colleague, Hon. Dawda A. Jallow, Attorney General & Minister of Justice of The Republic of The Gambia, as well as a dedicated team of professionals representing various key ministries and agencies of the Government of The Gambia.

With me in this delegation are:

H.E. Prof. Muhammadou M.O. Kah - Permanent Representative of The Gambia in Geneva

Mr. Baboucarr Jobe - Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Finance

Mr. Demba Sowe - Assistant Inspector General of Police

Hon. Madi MK Ceesay - National Assembly Member

Mr. Louis Moses Mendy - Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Basic and Secondary Education

Dr. Yusupha Touray - Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Health

Mr. Kajali Sonko - Deputy Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Gender, Children, and Social Welfare

Ms. Aji Adam Ceesay - Curator of Intestate Estate, Ministry of Justice

Ms. Harriet Bass - Ministry of Gender, Children, and Social Welfare

Ms. Bintou PA Njie - Office of The President

Ms. Isatou Camara – Senior State Counsel, Ministry of Justice

Ms. Bafou Jeng - Counsellor for Human Rights Matters at the Permanent Mission of The Gambia in Geneva

Their collective expertise underscores the collaborative approach we have adopted to implement and advance the principles of the CRC.

Madam Chairperson,

It is an honor and a privilege to address this esteemed committee on behalf of the Government of The Republic of The Gambia. At the outset, allow me to convey warm greetings from His Excellency President Adama Barrow, the Government, and the people of The Gambia to your esteemed Committee. Our presence here today underscores our deep commitment to the principles and objectives of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC).

Children hold a sacred place in The Gambia’s cultural, religious, and traditional values. They are regarded as blessings and the custodians of our collective future. Our dedication to their welfare is not merely a matter of policy but is deeply embedded in the fabric of our society. This ethos informs and inspires our efforts to ensure their rights are upheld and their potential realized.

Madam Chairperson,
(Governance Transition and Transitional Justice)
Since our last review in 2014, The Gambia has undergone a significant transformation. In 2017, following a historic democratic transition, the country moved from decades of authoritarian rule under former President Yahya Jammeh to a new era of governance under President Adama Barrow. This transition marked the establishment of the Truth, Reconciliation, and Reparations Commission (TRRC), which aimed to address past human rights violations, including those impacting women and children. The TRRC played a pivotal role in shedding light on the vulnerabilities of children during the dictatorship, documenting their experiences of violence, exploitation, and neglect. Through extensive outreach activities, the TRRC engaged with communities across the country, giving families a platform to share the profound impacts of the regime's actions on children. These accounts revealed the psychological trauma, disrupted education, and social marginalization endured by children, emphasizing the urgent need for institutional reforms to protect their rights. By prioritizing inclusivity and amplifying the voices of victims, the TRRC has not only facilitated healing but has also laid the groundwork for rebuilding trust and advancing child rights in The Gambia.On Legislative Milestones
Our legislative framework has been strengthened to align with international standards. The Children’s Act 2005 was amended in 2016 to criminalize child marriage and other harmful practices. Furthermore, the Women’s Act was amended in 2015 to prohibit Female Genital Mutilation (FGM), and the Persons with Disabilities Act was enacted in 2021 to ensure the inclusion of children with disabilities.

On Institutional Advancements
To coordinate and streamline child protection efforts, The Gambia has undertaken several critical steps. Notably, we established the Ministry of Gender, Children, and Social Welfare in 2019 to serve as the primary institution for addressing issues related to gender and child welfare. Specialized units such as the Directorate of Children’s Affairs focus on advancing child protection policies and programs. The Ministry of Justice houses a Sexual and Gender-Based Violence (SGBV) Unit, which plays a vital role in addressing cases of violence and abuse affecting children and women.

Additionally, child welfare units have been set up at major police stations across the country, National Drug Law Enforcement Agency offices, Immigration offices  to ensure immediate and specialized responses to child protection cases. These units bridge the gap between law enforcement and social services, providing holistic support to affected children and their families.


Role of the Ministry of Gender and Social Welfare
Beyond its focus on children, the Ministry of Gender, Children, and Social Welfare plays a crucial role in promoting gender equality and empowering women. The Directorate of Gender leads initiatives aimed at addressing gender-based violence, economic inequality, and access to opportunities for women, many of whom are mothers and caregivers. This directly benefits children, as empowered women are better equipped to provide for and nurture their families. Meanwhile, the Directorate of Social Welfare focuses on social protection programs targeting vulnerable populations, including orphans, children with disabilities, and families in poverty. Initiatives such as cash transfer programs and family strengthening efforts ensure that children in at-risk households have access to basic needs, education, and healthcare. Together, these departments work synergistically to create an environment where children can thrive within supportive families and communities.

On Policy Development
The National Child Protection Strategy, the Minimum Standards for Quality Care in Residential Facilities 2022, the National Referral Mechanism  2022 and the Child Labour Policy have been developed and operationalized to address critical gaps in child protection. These policies are complemented by the Gender Management Information System (GMIS), which provides data to inform evidence-based decision-making.


On Inclusive Education

The Gambia has taken significant strides toward ensuring the right to social and inclusive education for all children. Through the establishment of the Inclusive Education Directorate under the Ministry of Basic and Secondary Education (MoBSE), we are working to guarantee that children with disabilities have access to quality education. This effort is further supported by the deployment of itinerant teachers, the provision of assistive technologies such as Braille machines, hearing aids, and lenses, and the introduction of incentive programs to increase teacher availability in rural areas. By decentralizing teacher training to rural regions like Basse and introducing hardship allowances, we aim to bridge the education gap between urban and rural areas. Access to education for persons with disabilities has been further bolstered by the Persons with Disabilities Act 2021 and the development of the Disability Policy 2022. Additionally, The Gambia has established special needs schools for children with vision impairments, those who with hard of hearing, and children with autism, ensuring tailored support and learning environments that cater to their unique needs. However, this is an area where the government requires and needs more support and collaboration with international partners to enhance resources, build capacity, and sustain inclusive education programs effectively. Such partnerships are vital to ensuring that no child is left behind.

Progress in Education
In education, The Gambia has prioritized inclusive and equitable access to quality education. Policies to improve enrolment and retention rates, particularly for girls and children with disabilities, have been implemented. Free primary and secondary education initiatives and the provision of school meals in disadvantaged regions have contributed to narrowing the education gap. The introduction of digital learning tools and infrastructure in urban and rural schools represents a step forward in bridging the digital divide.
Progress in Health

In the area of health, The Gambia has made significant strides in improving healthcare services for children, prioritizing both preventive and curative measures. Key programs such as the Maternal, Child, Nutrition, and Health Results Project (MCNHRP) have expanded access to essential health services in underserved communities. The establishment of the National Health Insurance Scheme (NHIS) ensures equitable access to healthcare services for children from low-income households.

These health interventions are directly aligned with the principles and objectives of the CRC, particularly Articles 24 and 25, which emphasize the right of children to enjoy the highest attainable standard of health and access to healthcare services. By implementing initiatives such as the National Health Insurance Scheme (NHIS) and one-stop centers for survivors of violence, The Gambia reaffirms its commitment to fulfilling the CRC's mandate to protect children from disease, ensure timely medical care, and address the unique vulnerabilities faced by marginalized groups, including children with disabilities and survivors of abuse.

Vaccination campaigns have significantly reduced the prevalence of childhood diseases. Health education programs targeting adolescent reproductive health empower young people with knowledge to make informed decisions. One-stop centers for survivors of sexual and gender-based violence provide children with access to critical medical, psychosocial, and legal support services.


On Child Participation
The Gambia recognizes the importance of child participation, as enshrined in Article 12 of the CRC, which guarantees children the right to express their views freely on matters affecting them. Mechanisms have been established to ensure children voices are heard in decision-making processes, such as through the Children’s Parliament, where young representatives deliberate on national issues and advocate for their peers. Additionally, schools and community-based platforms provide opportunities for children to engage in discussions on topics such as education, health, and protection, fostering a culture of active participation and empowerment. These initiatives aim to nurture children^s leadership skills and ensure that policies reflect their perspectives and needs.

Child Protection Mechanisms
The government has enhanced child safeguarding through the establishment of Child Protection Units across security agencies, the judiciary, and other relevant institutions. Toll-free helplines such as 1313 complement the existing 199 helpline for confidential reporting of abuse cases. Community child protection committees actively monitor and report cases of abuse and exploitation.

The Children’s Courts
The Children’s Court in The Gambia plays a pivotal role in ensuring justice for children, as stipulated under the CRC’s Articles 37 and 40, which emphasize child-friendly legal systems. These courts are specifically designed to handle cases involving children, ensuring that proceedings are conducted in a manner that respects their rights and minimizes trauma. With specialized Magistrates and Panel Members trained in child rights, the courts provide a safe environment where children can express their views. Additionally, measures such as confidentiality and the use of child-sensitive procedures ensure that children are protected throughout the legal process. 

Food and Nutrition Security
Ensuring adequate nutrition for children remains a cornerstone of The Gambia's commitment to upholding the CRC. The country continues to address a triple burden of malnutrition: undernutrition, overnutrition, and micronutrient deficiencies. Significant progress has been made in reducing stunting, wasting, and underweight prevalence among children under five, showcasing the impact of targeted nutrition programs and interventions. However, these gains remain vulnerable to setbacks caused by external factors such as the COVID-19 pandemic, climate change, and global economic pressures. To safeguard and sustain these improvements, The Gambia is increasing investments in proven nutrition programs, including community-based initiatives that emphasize food security, dietary diversity, and access to fortified foods.


On collaboration with CSOs and the NHRC 
The Ministry of Gender, Children, and Social Welfare has collaborated closely with civil society organizations (CSOs) and the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) to strengthen child protection systems and promote the welfare of children in The Gambia. This partnership has facilitated the implementation of child-focused programs, including advocacy campaigns, capacity-building initiatives for policz makers and law enforcement officers. The Ministry has worked with CSOs to provide psychosocial support, reintegration services for vulnerable children, and support for families impacted by past human rights violations. In collaboration with the NHRC, the Ministry has advanced policy reforms and public sensitization efforts to address child abuse, exploitation, and neglect. These joint efforts have ensured a holistic approach to protecting children’s rights, emphasizing accountability, access to justice, and the creation of an enabling environment for the realization of their full potential. Through these partnerships, the Ministry has reinforced its commitment to safeguarding the rights and well-being of children across the country.


Madam Chairperson, 
The Gambia remains steadfast in its commitment to creating a future where every child can thrive. To this end, our government has prioritized the following actions:

1.	Expanding investments in child protection services, including psychosocial support and healthcare.

2.	Strengthening enforcement mechanisms to ensure the effective implementation of child protection laws.

3.	Enhancing inter-agency collaboration to address cross-cutting issues such as trafficking and online exploitation.

4.	Promoting inclusive education and ensuring equitable access to quality healthcare for all children.

5.	Fostering partnerships with civil society and international organizations to mobilize resources and expertise.

On Challenges and Opportunities
While we celebrate our achievements, we are acutely aware of the challenges that persist. Resource constraints, both financial and human, continue to impede the full implementation of child protection programs. Emerging threats, such as online child exploitation, require innovative and robust responses. The devastating impact of Acute Kidney Injury, which claimed the lives of 70 children, highlights the urgency of strengthening our healthcare systems and emergency response mechanisms. Addressing these gaps remains a top priority.

The Gambia recognizes that achieving the ambitious goals set out under the CRC requires substantial technical and financial resources. Therefore, we call upon our development partners to strengthen their support for our efforts, particularly in areas such as education, healthcare, nutrition, and child protection. Enhanced collaboration and resource mobilization will enable us to scale up successful initiatives, address emerging challenges, and ensure the sustainable implementation of policies and programs aimed at safeguarding children’s rights. Together, we can create an enabling environment where every child can thrive and realize their full potential.

Conclusion
Madam Chairperson, distinguished members of the Committee, as we engage in this constructive dialogue, I wish to reiterate The Gambia’s unwavering dedication to the principles of the CRC. Our journey is marked by progress, but we remain conscious of the work that lies ahead. On behalf of the Government of The Gambia, I extend my heartfelt gratitude to this Committee for your guidance and support. Together, we can build a world where every child’s rights are protected, their voices heard, and their potential realized.

Thank you.
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