Fifth periodic report of Romania on the implementation of the

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 

ANNEX 29 (Question 25)
Birth registration procedure
According to art.14 para.1 of Law no. 119/1996 on civil documents, as further amended, the births are registered by the local community service for persons’ records or, where appropriate, by clerks from the town hall in the area where the birth occurred.

Birth registration is based on a verbal statement given before the civil status officer, and on the documents provided by law, by any of the parents, and if, for various reasons, they are not able to do it, the obligation of statement rests with the doctor, the person who assisted the birth or the medical personnel, relatives or neighbors who have knowledge on the child birth.
The timeframe for declaring and registering the birth is as follows: 
· 15 days from the date of birth, for the child born alive and still alive; 
· 3 days from birth, for the child born dead; 
· 24 hours from death, for the child born alive who died within 15 days; 
· 30 days from the date of finding the child; 
· 30 days from the date of elaborating the report of abandonment, for the child abandoned by the mother in the hospital. 
If the birth is declared beyond the legal timeframe but within one year from the child’s birth, the registration shall be made with the mayor’s approval. When the birth declaration exceeds one year since the child’s birth, the birth certificate shall be issued only on the basis of a definitive and irrevocable order, according to the law.   



As soon as the birth is registered, the child is given a personal number code, based on pre-calculated lists allotted to each town hall, from the lists corresponding to the respective year of birth. The personal numeric code is granted, from birth, to all natural persons. It is registered in civil status documents and certificates, as well as in the Permanent Population Register and it is listed on all other official documents issued on the name of the respective person. The medical birth certificate for the newborn, as well as for the child born dead, is issued within 24 hours from birth. All children are registered in the Romanian civil status registers, dead or alive, including any child born on the territory of the country.  

In 2006, the Romanian authorities adopted a series of standards on the procedures and terms to be observed if this fundamental right must be granted to a child abandoned in the hospital or health facilities. The medical units with birth and pediatric functions have the obligation to hire a social assistant or to designate a person with such competences in order to facilitate the observance of the relevant provisions of the law. 

If the birth occurred outside a medical facility, the general practitioner whose office is registered in the area where the birth occurred is compelled to ascertain the child’s birth, upon request by any person, within 24 hours and then to process and issue the medical birth certificate, even if the mother is not registered with his/her office. 

Any person who finds an unknown child must inform the nearest Police station within 24 hours. In order to establish the identity of an abandoned or found child or of his/her parents, the competent police authorities appoint one or more persons to undertake the necessary measures for registering the child’s birth (art.9 of Law no. 272/2004 on the promotion and protection of the rights of the child).

In accordance with art.5 para.1 letter b) of Law no. 21/1991 concerning the Romanian citizenship, republished, as amended and supplemented, children born abroad, whose parents have the Romanian citizenship, are Romanian citizens. In this case, the birth documents issued by the foreign authorities represent proof in Romania only if they are recorded or transcribed in the Romanian civil records, according to the provisions of art.41 para.3 of Law no. 119/1996. At the moment of their transcription, a personal number code will also be attributed to the child. 

Every child born on the Romanian territory, from Romanian parents, is a Romanian citizen. Romanian citizens are also considered children born on the Romanian territory, even if only one parent is a Romanian citizen, and children born abroad, but one or both parents are Romanian. The child found on the territory of Romania is considered a Romanian citizen, until it is proven otherwise, if neither of the parents is known. The Romanian citizenship is also acquired by the child with foreign citizenship or without citizenship through adoption, if the adopters are Romanian citizens and the adopted child turned 18.
