[bookmark: _GoBack]









Disabled Child Rights Network (DCRN)
ALTERNATIVE REPORT

(DCRN Members’ Report)



June, 2022















[image: ]
	 ALTERNATIVE REPORT (DCNR MEMBERS REPORT)
INTRODUCTION 
This report has been prepared by Disabled Child Rights Network (DCNR) with the theme of “disabled children” as an alternative Combined 4th and 5th Periodic State Report presented by Türkiye to the UN Child Rights Committee.

DCNR was established in 2016 by non-governmental organizations working on the rights of CwDs. It is a non-governmental network with 82 members located in various regions of Türkiye at the time the report was written.

DCNR’s purpose is to make visible, protect, develop the rights of CwDs, to identify and prevent all kinds of violence, neglect, discrimination and abuse, deprivations and violations of rights arising from the legislation and the pratice against CwDs. For this purpose it carries on its activities advocacy, lobbying, monitoring and awareness, sharing good practice examples and developing solutions.

DCNR, contributes to increasing the role and influence of institutions such as national and/or local non-governmental organizations, universities, professional organizations working on the rights of CwDs in Türkiye, in the protection and development of the rights of CwDs and to create a joint strong voice.

There are many problems in the enjoyment of rights and freedoms by CwDs on an equal basis with other children. When the report given by Türkiye on the Convention on the Rights of the Child is examined it is seen that the report hardly covers CwDs. CwDs were not taken into account in the state report, excluding the Article 23. And the information provided by this article is very limited.

With these fixations DCNR; Through the UN CRC and the Committee on the Rights of the Child, decided to prepared this alternative report for the purpose of to draw attention to discrimination and violations of rights against CwDs in Türkiye, to increase the visibility of CwDs and to contribute to state institutions for a more inclusive society.

The state report covers the years 2012-2017. Although the State report does not reflect the current situation, no significant progress has been recorded in terms of CwDs in the period passed. When the two alternative reports submitted to the UN Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities are examined in 2018, it will be seen that the problems mentioned here were also addressed there. For this reason, the alternative report has been edited by assessing the current situation. 

The report has been prepared with a participatory and inclusive approach. Written opinions of DCNR member NGOs were asked about the rights violations, solution proposals, deficiencies in the state report during the report preparation process. Afterwards, an online workshop was held, and the report content was finalized with mutual discussions.

DCNR sees the child as an individual and attaches importance to the participation of CwDs. For this reason, self-advocate children are included into report writing process. An online workshop was held with the participation of nine self-advocating children to enable opinions to be directly reflected to the report while preparing the alternative report. Thematic areas were prioritized 
in line with children’s opinions and suggestions. Children's opinions are also submitted as an appendix.
Members supporting to this report are as follows:

1. Anadolu Otizm Federasyonu (Anatolia Autism Foundation)
2. Bartın Otizmli ve Engelliler Destek Eğitim Dayanışma Spor Kulübü Derneği  (Bartın Autistic and Disabled People Support Education Solidarity Sports Club Association)
3. Bilecik Engelsiz Yarınlar Derneği (Bilecik Tomorrows without Disability Association)
4. Bir Damla Kan Talasemi Derneği (A Drop of Blood Thalassemia Association)
5. Denizli Otizm Derneği (Denizli Autism Association)
6. Diyarbakır Görme Engelliler Spor Kulübü Derneği (Diyarbakır People with Visual Impairment Sports Club Association)
7. Engelli Hakları ve Engelsiz Gelecek Derneği (Rights for Disabled People and A Future without Disability Association)
8. Engelliler Konfederasyonu (Persons with Disabilities Confederation)
9. Engelsiz ve Mutlu Yaşam Derneği (Barrier Free and Happy Life Association)
10. GAP Özel Bireyleri Destekleme Derneği (GAP Association of Supporting Special Individuals)
11. Gören Kalpler Eğitim Derneği (Seeing Hearts Education Association)
12. Hacettepe Üniversitesi Çocuk Hakları Uygulama ve Araştırma Merkezi  (Hacettepe University Rights of Children Application and Research Centre)
13. İşitme Engelliler ve Aileleri Derneği (People with Hearing Impairment and Their Family Association)
14. Türkiye Kas Hastalıkları Derneği (Türkiye Muscles Disorders Association)
15. Kistik Fibrozis Derneği (Cystic Fibrosis Association)
16. Küresel Girişimci Engelliler Derneği (Global Entrepreneurial Disabled People Association)
17. Mina Otizmle Yaşam Derneği (Mina Life with Autism Association)
18. Otizmli Bireyleri Destekleme Vakfı (Supporting Individuals with Autism Foundation)
19. Pulmoner Hipertansiyon ve Skleroderma Hasta Derneği (People with Pulmonary Hypertension and Scleroderma Association)
20. Sağlık Hizmetleri Sendikası (Health Service Union)
21. Sivas Tüm Engelliler Derneği (Sivas People with Full Disability Association)
22. Şanlıurfa Fenilketonüri Hastaları Eğitim Sosyal Yardımlaşma Derneği (Şanlıurfa People with Phenylketonuria Education Social Assistance Association)
23. Tohum Otizm Erken Tanı ve Eğitim Vakfı (Tohum Autism Early Diagnosis and Education Foundation)
24. Toplumsal Haklar ve Araştırmalar Derneği (Social Rights and Research Association)  
25. Türkiye Down Sendromu Derneği (Turkish Down Syndrome Association)
26. Türkiye Spina Bifida Derneği (Türkiye Spina Bifida Association)
27. Van İşitme Engelliler ve Aileleri Derneği (Van People with Hearing Impairment and Their Families Association)

ABBREVIATIONS

Children with Disabilities 					CwDs
Ombudsman Institution of Türkiye				KDK
Human Rights and Equality Institution of Türkiye.                            TİHEK
Non-Governmental Organizations				NGOs
Ministry of Family and Social Services				ASHB
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities		CRPD
Guidance and Research Center					GRC /RAM
Ministry of National Education					MONE/ MEB
Digital Education Platform					EBA
Temporary Education Centers					GEM
Special Needs Report for Children				ÇÖZGER
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ANNEX

1. DCNR Children’s Report


General implementation measures:

1. There is no law or strategy document in Türkiye that focuses only on children's rights while covering children with disabilities (CwDs). There is no information in open sources regarding the follow-up and evaluation of the 1st Strategy Document on Children's Rights and Action Plan (2013-2017), which includes important targets for CwDs. On the other hand, press news about the preparation of the National Children's Strategy Document and Action Plan covering the period 2018-2023 has not been continued. It is unclear according to which The criteria for the invitation and selection of stakeholder NGOs are unclear according to the preparation of these documents.

2. Data on CwDs in Türkiye are limited. According to the Survey on the Persons with Disabilities in Türkiye conducted in 2002, CwDs constitute approximately 4.35% of the child population. The Population and Housing Survey conducted in 2011 revealed that approximately 2.3% of the child population is disabled. Children aged 0-3 are not included in this proportion. The "National Data System for the Persons with Disabilities" of the Ministry of Family and Social Services determine the number of individuals with disabilities through administrative records stating the number of CwDs as 381,129. Its ratio in the total child population is approximately 1.5%. The large differences between these data result from the absence of a standard, scientific and systematic data collection system.
Description of child:
General principles: non-discrimination (Article 2) the best interests of the child (Article 3), living, right to survive and develop (Article 6) respect to child’s opinions (Article 12):

4. As stated in the state report, discrimination against the disabled in our country is prohibited by various laws. But the punishment to be applied to discrimination crime Article 122 of the Turkish Penal Code is regulated for crimes committed out of hatred. This regulation made it impossible to prove discriminatory practices based on disability. The "reason for hatred" requirement from article 122 of the Turkish Penal Code should be removed from the crime of discrimination.

5. In the state report, textbooks and teaching materials by the Ministry of National Education (MEB) is said that it is prepared with an approach supporting basic human rights and freedoms and rejects all kinds of discrimination. Nevertheless, in a study published in the 2016-2017 academic year, 37 textbooks from different levels and branches were examined, it was detected that that the concept of disability is not discussed in the context of social justice in the textbooks; emotions such as benevolence, compassion, and pity are often resorted to as a solution. It was observed that in textbooks, the terms disabled, cripple and defective are used interchangeably, where disability is often considered in the context of “deficiency”, “illness”, “defect” and “need for care and assistance”. In the visuals, the disabled are usually depicted as helpless and in need of help. 
6. The Ombudsman is the only institution where CwDs can directly apply against the discriminatory practices they experience. However, the website is not particularly accessible to the persons with hearing disabilities. “In Human Rights and Equality Institution of Türkiye (TİHEK), non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) cannot make a legal application on behalf of child victims of abuse. If only the rights of “the NGO” has been violated, it can apply to TİHEK on grounds of violation against the association. However, this right should be granted to NGOs and who want to conduct advocacy on behalf of children who do not have the legal power to differentiate facts and cannot represent themselves in a legal case. If a child cannot write a petition or lacks a guardian, TİHEK's refusal to accept the application of NGOs will be against equity and the principle of “The Best Interest of the Child” cited in the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. Therefore, applications should be accepted.

7. It is not possible to access drugs, medical devices,  medical supplies and  special nutritional products with developmental significance free of charge or at a reasonable cost due to the inflation and exchange rate increases, especially since 2018.

8. There are serious problems for the supply of medicines, medical devices such as respirators, medical equipment such as catheters, diapers, medical devices such as wheelchairs, orthoses, prostheses, hearing aids, cochlear implants, telescopic glasses and their consumables, etc., in order for CwDs use according to their disability to survive, grow and develop, and to be included in society as independent individuals.

9. Some of them experience serious health problems by repeatedly using disposable medical products such as catheters and diapers. Some, for example, children whose brain stem surgery cannot be performed on time, have to continue their lives as hearing impaired. Consumables and maintenance of the devices are neglected due to high costs.

10. The surgeries in hospitals have come to a standstill, as the government could not agree with the suppliers according to the current fees. People have to pay close to one hundred percent difference from their own pockets. Since many families cannot afford this difference, they have become unable to meet the needs of their CwDs.

11. Improvements are made from time to time as a result of the advocacy efforts of NGOs and families. However, since a permanent solution cannot be produced by the state for treatment costs, this problem turned to an economic, psychological and social trauma, is becoming chronic day by day. For this reason, individual aid campaigns are organized for families to meet the vital needs of their children, are trying hard to get help from various organizations. This situation not only increases the abuses in the society, but also strengthens the perspective based on pity and help towards the disabled.

12. If it is identified that the baby will be born with a disability during pregnancy in our country appropriate and adequate counseling services are not provided for families. As reported to some NGOs involved in the preparation of this report, anomalies such as spina bifida, down syndrome, often compatible with life high rate can be detected in the womb. In this case, in health institutions, suggestions are made to the families to terminate the pregnancy. Despite the fact that this decision is made with the consent of the family, lack of adequate and appropriate counseling services leaves families with a difficult decision. This approach violating the right to life of babies with disabilities, is also a practice of discrimination.

13. In our country, Provincial Child Committees on the Rights of the Child and “Child Advisory Board” have been established in every province in order to make child participation effective in all matters concerning children. It is also gratifying that a visually impaired child served as the Türkiye Coordinator of the Child Advisory Board between 2016-2018. But in general terms in these structures, there is no accessible information from open sources on how effective child participation is ensured and how the participation of CwDs is followed. In the data obtained, it is observed that the participation is mostly remained at the level of 

activities. We do not know how many CwDs are in the Provincial Committees for the Rights of the Child, and what kind of measures are taken for the effective participation of CwDs. Looking at the social media accounts or activity reports of the Children's Advisory Board and some Provincial Committees it will be possible to observe that only aid-based activities are carried out for disabled children.

14. Practice of school student councils being an example of child participation, was abolished in 2019.

Civil rights and freedoms:
15. In our country, it is legally possible for children over the age of 15 to establish associations, but there is no example to date of CwDs establishing an association or where children are members of associations.
16. Accessibility is the most fundamental right of persons with disabilities. Accessibility is also a prerequisite for benefiting from all other rights such as education, health, work and participation in social life. 99.8% of 1 million 500 thousand public spaces are not suitable for disabled access according to the official data of the state. 66.9% of the social living spaces in Türkiye are not accessible.
17. Free transportation to school is provided to all students studying in special education schools. However, these services are not required to be accessible especially for children with physical disabilities. The need to support access to inclusive education is clear. This right, which is enjoyed by students in special education schools, is not given to inclusive education students students.

18. The deadlines for the regulations to be made in all public places such as roads, pavements, recreation areas, parks, and public transportation vehicles in public service buildings have been extended five times before pursuant to the supplemental Article 3 of the Law on the Disabled numbered 5378.  Lastly, the deadline for public buildings and municipal public transport vehicles expired in 2013, and for private public transport vehicles in 2018.  Additional 2 years has also granted to those who did not make access arrangements and this period has expired.



19. UN Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, in its 2019 concluding observations, made very serious warnings and recommendations to Türkiye. No progress has been made in this regard, and the period has been extended again with the bag law enacted in July 2020, justifying the pandemic. 

Violence against child:
Family environment and alternative care:

20. There are various institutions where CwDs accommodate as boarders.  (state or private care and rehabilitation centers, orphanages, home-based care homes replacing orphanages). Data on CwDs accommodating in these institutions are limited and not public. It is very difficult to get information about the conditions where the children live, pandemic has made this access almost impossible. However, we can see from family reports and media reports that these institutions are places that produce significant violence. These institutions should be opened for independent inspection to prevent violence from occurring in these places, to ensure that cases of violence are detected, to identify the needs of personnel and CwDs and to meet these requirements in an efficient manner.

21. There is no module for families of CwDs among the programs for families mentioned in the state report. The care of the disabled child is mostly the responsibility of the mother. Especially from the first years emergence of the disability families forced to lead a life focused on health and care, have difficulties in preparing the child for life. Families need programs such as care, psycho-social support, parental guidance increased support from the father and other family members, to reduce the burden on the mother, to enable the disabled child to benefit from all the opportunities of life on an equal basis with other children.

Disability, basic health and wealth:

22. It is not easy for every disabled child to benefit from the rights granted to disabled children. Children with a disability rate of 20% or higher can benefit from special education support. A disability rate of over 40 % is requested for all supports other than education (disability pension, tax reduction, job placement, discounts on entrance fees to museums and theaters, etc.), Medical doctors are the only authorized ones to determine the disability rate of children. Physicians decide on all the needs (education, social assistance, environmental regulation, economic rights, etc.) other than health.  As it can be understood from here, the medical approach in disability services in our country is still very dominant in many areas. Although a separate reporting system (ÇÖZGER) was introduced for children in 2018, this system could not be a solution to the problems experienced.

23. While the report for some of the life-long health conditions that are certain to cause disability, is prepared as a “permanent” report, in many other diagnostic groups reports are requested to be renewed every two years for disabilities known to be life-long. Although it is against the law, a report may be requested from people who have a permanent disability report in order to benefit from many services. Getting a disability report in Türkiye is usually a long and tedious process. Seeking an appointment takes a long time, guidance services for families are not enough. For this reason, frequent renewal of reports not only makes families and children tired, but also makes it difficult to enjoy rights.

24. Specialized health service providers and teams are required for the treatment and follow-up of CwDs who need to receiave private health services due to their disability. For example,: In cases such as spina bifida, cerebral palsy, and multiple sclerosis, patients should receive lifelong health care. There is a need for multidisciplinary clinics for treatment and follow-up in different specialties. However, not every hospital in every region of the country has specialized units for the treatment. These services are only available in developed centers in metropolitan cities. Even here, there are no multidisciplinary clinics.

25. Children and families cruising by different parts of the country to metropolitan cities for treatment and follow-up, and even have to make "health migration". High fees are often required for these services. In this situation, being challenging for children and families economically and psycho-socially, the children of many poor families cannot receive the health care they need. 

26. Due to the lack of adequate clinics for dental treatments that need to be performed under general anesthesia, especially for children with intellectual disabilities, and the high fees for dental treatments, long waiting lists for years are formed.

27. Increasing poverty in our country is an important obstacle to the healthy growth and development of babies. Due to the pandemic and the economic crisis it will be inevitable that developmental problems and congenital anomalies due to nutritional deficiency will increase.  For instance: Spina Bifida is one of the most common congenital anomalies (2 in 1,000 live births) and has severe consequences in Türkiye. It has been observed that the births of babies with spina bifida have increased among the refugee population that has increased in recent years. Enrichment suggestions of the Ministry of Health regarding vitamins and minerals (iron, folic acid and vitamin D), which are frequently deficient in our country has been officially informed to the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, and no regulation has been made yet in this regard. 

28. In our country, consanguineous (kin) marriages are still one of the most important causes of births with disabilities, and serious steps are not taken to prevent them. And there is no effective chain of early diagnosis, treatment and intervention for CwDs starting from the pregnancy period. These services should be made planned, systematic and compulsory. 

29. Türkiye is frequently faces natural disasters. Especially considering the expected big Istanbul earthquake we observe that there are no regulations for disabled children in earthquakes and similar emergencies. Disabled children are ignored in disaster risk prevention policies. 


30. In our country, there is an early retirement right for working mothers who have “severely disabled” children in every disability group. Fathers should also given chance for this right. On the other hand, it is an important problem that mothers who are out of working life because they take care of their disabled children are not covered by social security. 

31. The majority of disabled people in Türkiye live in poverty. The severity of the economic conditions in the country has been much higher for families with disabled children. The hunger limit for a family of 4 in our country as of May 2022 is 6.465 TL, Poverty limit is: 19.404 TL. It is obvious that CwDs will not have an adequate standard of living with these figures. Additionnaly, families of children who are dependent on devices are struggling with high electricity bills. This situation jeopardizes the right to life of children.

32. Families with a disabled child under the age of 18 in our country are pensioned a "DISABLED RELATIVES SALARY UNDER 18 ". This pension is given to families who have no social security and live at the border of need. The indigence limit for 2022 is 1417 TL. Disabled relative's pension is 326.59 TL.  We face very serious situation that threatens the basic right to life, let alone the attainment of an adequate standard of living for disabled children. 

Education, leisure and cultural activities :

33. Disabled children included in the education system in segregated (special education application center) schools, in special education classes in ordinary schools or through mainstreaming/inclusive education in our country. In Türkiye, a total of 18 million 85 thousand 943 students, 9 million 352 thousand 605 boys and 8 million 733 thousand 338 girls, receive formal education at the level of pre-school, primary and secondary education. The number of disabled students receiving education is 425,816. (MEB 2020-2021)

34. For educational diagnosis and evaluation process for the inclusion of CwDs in the general and/or special education system in Türkiye It is necessary to apply to the Guidance Research Centers (GRC). These centers are centers affiliated to Ministry of National Education providing free services to families in the fields of guidance, psychological counseling and special education. After the educational evaluation made in GRCs for disabled children; placed in a school suitable for their level (inclusion education, special education class or special education school). Additionally if they need support, they are directed to special education and rehabilitation centers for training. A "disabled health board report" is required for the diagnosis and evaluation process in GRCs. This shows the medical point of view still prevails while the education process is being planned.

35. Up to 12 hours of education (8 hours individual – 4 hours group therapy sessions) per month for students who apply to special education and rehabilitation centers with this report (given by GRCs) are covered by the Ministry of National Education. Directing children to these centers outside the school for support education causes a problem in terms of the educational integrity of the child. The education quality of special education and rehabilitation centers, which is a very important institution operating in the education of disabled children and a serious budget is allocated, is open to question. Instead of investing more in these centers serving through the private sector, the state should provide all support education services through formal education in the school.

36. In special education and rehabilitation centers, all disability groups benefit from the same course hours, regardless of their individual needs. This situation particularly victimizes children with multiple disabilities.

37. The support education that should be given to CwDs who receive education through mainstreaming/inclusive education is not effective enough. In particular, the lack of teachers to provide this training is the most important problem that hinders the system.

38. In order for disabled children to benefit effectively from inclusive education, the “personal assistant” application is provided only to students with autism. Granting this right to only one diagnosis group is a discriminatory practice for CwDs. And also, the personal assistant fee is not covered by the state, it is expected that families will cover this fee. 

39. Despite the fact that pre-school education is not within the scope of compulsory education in Türkiye, it is compulsory for students with disabilities between the ages of 3-6 as per the regulation. However, the number of students with disabilities who can access pre-school education through mainstreaming is low and drops throughout years. While the number of students receiving education through mainstreaming was 789 in 2016, it decreased to 549 in the 2020-21 academic year. 

40. Instead of developing inclusive education for pre-school education, the policy of opening special education kindergartens with segregated education was adopted by the State. The number of these schools established in 81 provinces increased from 65 to 121 in the 2020-21 academic year. These data reveal that preschool education is progressing problematically, especially in terms of inclusive education practices. 

41. Home education services are rendered by the Ministry of National Education for students who are at the age of compulsory education but cannot continue their education in the school environment due to health conditions (cancer, glass or muscle disease, etc.). In order for the student to receive education at home, the first application must be made by actually visiting GRC buildings. It is often a problem that students who cannot leave their homes for various reasons are taken to the GRC for the first evaluation. The personnel who will provide home education services are assigned on a voluntary basis. This situation causes students to be deprived of their teachers for a long time. 

42. Teachers and administrators working in educational institutions at all levels of education do not have sufficient knowledge and educational skills on inclusive education, schools lacking adequate equipment for students with disabilities, ensuring a real transformation although accessibility problems decrease in years still seems like a distant dream. We regret to see that the peer victimization by the parents, teachers, administrators and students of the students without disabilities has not slowed down on these problems. Both government policies, problems in the field, and negative attitudes towards students with disabilities increase school dropouts or cause students with disabilities to switch to special education practices.

43. Refusing school administrations to enroll CwDs for various reasons is a common burden. The problem of students with disabilities not being enrolled in school or showing resistance in this regard is mostly experienced when it comes to disabled children with autism, hyperactivity or asperger's syndrome. Problems experienced during the registration of orthopedically handicapped children arise from access problems.

44. CwDs are subject to low expectations from teachers, are ignored/rejected by their peers, or are exposed to peer victimization. However, there are not sufficient precautions and sanctions to protect students with disabilities in the school environment regarding all these, and most of the time, the complaint and punishment mechanism is not operated. 

45. Students with disabilities cannot receive the necessary support in schools, both in terms of equipment and educational materials. “Mini microphone”, which is vital for the education and training of students using an FM system, hearing aid or cochlear implant (bionic ear), simplified lecture notes; adaptation of the curriculum, relief maps for visually impaired students, figures, audio lecture notes, large print books for the disabled students in schools either not used or used very limited. Even though for hearing-impaired students who attend special education schools, assistive technologies such as FM system and mini microphone are not provided and their use by teachers is not obligatory. Their use is left to the preference of the teacher.

46. Free transportation to school and lunch are served to all students studying at special education schools/institutions. However, children continuing inclusive education in ordinary schools with their peers cannot benefit from this service. Especially due to the physical accessibility problems experienced throughout the country, there are great difficulties in the access of children with physical disabilities to schools, and many children cannot attend school only because of the physical access problem. 

47. Students with disabilities have been adversely affected by educational practices during the pandemic period. For example, lectures and question examples in the distance education platform (EBA) used by the Ministry of National Education not accessible to most students with disabilities. In addition, the lack of access to digital tools and the Internet, the lack of digital literacy can be added over. As a result of all these problems experienced in distance education, the adaptation to education and academic success of most disabled students has decreased. Support education services previously carried out in the school could not be rendered during distance education. In this process, many students with disabilities had to terminate their education. Families were not provided with guidance on how to support their children's education at home.


Special protection measures:

48. Disability is common among refugee children. With the Syrian crisis that started in 2011, many Syrian immigrants started to live in Türkiye. In the first years of this process, refugee families were placed in camps, where temporary education centers (TEC) were established for students. In these centers, a special class has been created for disabled students and their education has been tried to be given in this class. However, it was observed that no classification was made pursuant to disability levels in these special education classes. It has been observed that especially children with advanced mental disabilities and children with no mental disabilities but only physical disabilities given education together. As of the 2017-2018 academic year, TECs were closed, Students trained here are enrolled in official schools, all refugee children currently under temporary protection or international protection status continue their education in public schools including student with disabilities. However, 12 hours of free support education service per month offered in special education and rehabilitation centers for students who are citizens of the Republic of Türkiye is not given to refugee CwDs.





























QUESTIONS WE RECOMMEND TO ASK TÜRKİYE

I.	General application precautions (Article 4, 42, 44 (6))
1. Does Türkiye have a specific legislation, policy and/or action plan to promote and improve children’s wellbeing with disabilities and to protect their rights?”
If your response is “yes” please give information about the following issues;
A. (If any) What is the name of the legislation, policy and/or action plan and the year it entered into force?
B. (If any) What is the definition of legislation, policy and/or action plan?
C. (If any) What will be the main outcomes of this legislation, policy, action plan?
D. (If any) How much is the financial resource(s) allocated for the implementation of this legislation, policy, action plan? Also, how much human resources were reserved for the implementation?

2. Does this legislation, policy, action plan clearly draw attention to issues in the context of gender and girls with disabilities?" Please commentate.

3. How many NGOs do you actively cooperate with or for the children with disabilities? What are the criteria you use in identifying the NGOs you will cooperate with? What kind of work do you carry out to ensure the participation of more non-governmental organizations in decision processes? 

4. Is there a specific legislation, policy and/or action plan to provide up-to-date, qualified and disaggregated data for children with disabilities?” If any, please specify.
II.	Description of the child (Art. 1)   	
III.	General principles: non-discrimination (Article 2) best interests of the child (Article 3) the right to life, survival and development (Article 6) respect to child’s opinions (Article 12)   
  
5. Do you have a plan to abrogate the phrase "hate motive" in article 122 of the Turkish Penal Code, which makes it difficult to file discrimination cases?

6. Do you carry out awareness and education campaigns and activities for the public in general and for certain sections in particular, to prevent and eliminate discrimination against children with disabilities? If your response is “yes” please provide detailed information.

7. In case of violation of the rights of children with disabilities; do you have a plan to provide accessible remedies that they, their families and/or other caregivers of child and NGOs can easily access? If any, please provide detailed information.

8. Is there a specific legislation, policy and/or action plan to ensure that children with disabilities have free or with reasonable cost access to drugs, special nutritional products, medical devices and medical supplies of vital or developmental significance?

9. What are your actions to prevent critical surgeries such as cochlear implants and brain stem implants stop nationwide due to economic reasons? 
10. Are there any systematic perinatal counseling services in Türkiye for families whose babies diagnosed to be born with a disability? If any, please provide detailed information about these services.

11. How many children with disabilities are on child advisory boards? What are their selection criteria? How is the effective participation of children with disabilities in the decision processes in these advisory boards ensured?
IV. Civil rights and freedoms (Article 7, 8, 13 – 17) 
12. Are there awareness activities and accessible incentives for the participation and organization of children with disabilities? If so, please provide detailed information.

13. Why is the legal deadline for access regulations constantly being extended rather than operating inspection and penalty mechanism for accessibility-related regulations?

14. Is there a specific legislation, policy and/or action plan to ensure that children with disabilities have access to appropriate information and mass media? If any, please provide detailed information.

15. How much financial resource(s) has been reserved in the last 5 years to ensure children with disabilities have access to appropriate information and mass media, public transport and facilities? Please provide detailed information.
V. Violence against child (Article 19, 24)
VI. Family environment and alternative care (Article 5, 9 – 11, 18)

16. How many children with disabilities live under state protection? Are there disaggregated data such as disability types, age range, institution they live in, educational status? If any, can you share?  

17. What are the special actions taken for children with disabilities in care institutions?

18. What is the number of cases of violence, neglect, abuse and violation of rights against children with disabilities under institutional care in Türkiye? 

19. Is there a special legislation, policy and/or action plan concerning the support programs and services of the Ministry of Health and/or Ministry of Family and Social Services or other relevant Ministries, such as care, psycho-social support, parental guidance, etc. for families with disabled?

20. Do you have a specific “father support” program to reduce the mothers’ burden and increase fathers' active participation in the care and upbringing of children with disabilities? If any, please provide detailed information.



 VII. Disability, basic health and welfare (Article 6, 18)

21. Is there a specific legislation, policy and/or action plan to establish an easier and fair system for getting disability reports?  If any, please provide detailed information.

22. Do you have any action to ensure that children with a disability report with a disability rate of less than 40% benefit from their rights? If any, please provide detailed information.

23. Is there a specific legislation, policy and/or action plan for children with disabilities who are in need of private health services due to their disability? If any, please provide detailed information.

24. Is there a specific legislation, policy and/or action plan to prevent “health migration” and address regional inequalities in access to health services? If any, please provide detailed information.

25. What is the reason why the Ministry of Health has not made any regulation concerning fortification recommendations regarding vitamins and minerals (iron, folic acid and vitamin D) of which deficiency is frequently observed and which has been officially submitted to the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry?

26. Is there a specific legislation, policy and/or action plan for the prevention, early diagnosis, treatment and intervention to baby births with disabilities? If any, please provide detailed information.

27. Do you have a specific policy, legislation and/or action plan for the protection and safety of children with disabilities in disasters and emergencies? If any, please provide detailed information.

28. What is the level of disabled child poverty? Is there any specific data on this? Is there a specific legislation, policy and/or action plan to combat disability poverty? If any, please provide detailed information. 

29. Do you have any action on exempting for patients who are treated with electrical devices at home from electricity bills?

30. Is there a specific legislation, policy and/or action plan for disabled children and their families to achieve an adequate standard of living and befitting a life with human dignity? If any, please provide detailed information. 

VIII. Education, leisure and cultural events (Article 28, 29, 30 and 31).

31. Can you evaluate the effect of the support trainings provided for the disabled children who continue mainstreaming/integration education to benefit from this education equally?

32. Could you give information about the budget and human resources allocated for support training?
33. It is stated that inclusive education is targeted in every platform for policy documents and legislation. In practice, special education schools opened at different levels starting from pre-school education. Children are directed to segregated educational environments. What is the reason for this difference between policy and practice? 

34. According to the annual statistics published by the Ministry of National Education, it is observed that the number of students with disabilities is constantly decreasing in grade passes. What kind of measures are taken to prevent early school leaving of students with disabilities? 

35. What is the legal procedure applied for those responsible who do not arbitrarily accept students with disabilities into public and paid schools and restrict their access rights to education?  What are sanctions applied against responsible persons?

36. Do you have a special legislation, policy and/or action plan to prevent peer bullying towards children with disabilities attending inclusive education? If any, please provide detailed information.

37. Do you have a specific policy, legislation and/or action plan concerning digital accessibility, especially in the field of education? If any, please provide detailed information.

IX. Special protection measures (Article 22. 30. 32-36. 37. (b)-(d), 38. 39 and 40)	
 
38. Disabled children under temporary protection cannot benefit from support education in special education and rehabilitation centers as free of charge. What is your solution plan concerning this issue?
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