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	(18 October – 12 November 2021)

		Chapter I
		Matters brought to the attention of States parties
		Decisions
		Decision 80/1
Exceptional report on Afghanistan
In accordance with Article 18, paragraph 1 (b), of the Convention and its decision 21/I, the Committee decided to request an exceptional report on the situation of women and girls in Afghanistan.
		Decision 80/2
Task force on Afghanistan
On 12 November, the Committee decided to establish a task force to consider the impact of the evolving political, economic and social situation in Afghanistan on the rights of women and girls, appointing Ms. Bandana Rana as its Chair. It decided to mandate the task force to gather information, with a view to advising the Committee in relation to its request for an exceptional report on the situation of women and girls in Afghanistan, in accordance with article 18, paragraph 1 (b), of the Convention (see decision 80/1).
		Decision 80/3
Predictable reporting cycle, focused reviews and digital uplift
On 12 November 2021, the Committee adopted a position paper on the treaty body strengthening process, including a predictable review cycle, focused reviews of State party reports and a digital uplift (insert link).
		Decision 80/4
Backlog of reports submitted by States parties under article 18, paragraph 1, of the Convention pending consideration
The Committee, noting that its review cycle has been further disrupted by the COVID-19 pandemic, thereby further increasing its backlog of State party reports pending consideration by the Committee, decided to explore innovative ways and means to address the backlog, taking into account available budgeted staff resources and meeting time.
		Decision 80/5
Working languages of the Committee
Further to decision 79/4, and in line with General Assembly resolution 68/268 of 9 April 2014 (para. 30), the Committee decided to amend rule 24 of its rules of procedure as follows: “In addition to English and French, the Committee shall choose a third language as its working language from among the official languages of the United Nations every two years following the election of members and taking into account the composition of the Committee and its mandated Working Groups. The Committee shall, in exceptional circumstances and taking into account special needs of members, choose a fourth working language to facilitate communication among the members, which shall be subject to review every two years.”
		Decision 80/6
Decision on working languages for the period 2021-2022
The Committee decided that for the period from 1 January 2021 to 31 December 2022, Spanish shall remain its third official language and Chinese shall be the exceptional fourth working language of the Committee.
			Decision 80/7
Recommendations of the audit of the Human Rights Treaties Branch by the Office of Internal Oversight Services
	The Committee decided to request updates at each session on the follow-up by the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights to the recommendations of the audit of the Human Rights Treaties Branch by the Office of Internal Oversight Services.
			Decision 80/8
	Cancellation of Pre-Sessional Working Group
The Committee cancelled its pre-sessional working group for the eighty-second session, which was initially scheduled to take place from 8 to 12 November 2021, and has been converted into an additional week of plenary meeting time in order to address the backlog of State party reports.
		Chapter II
		Organizational and other matters
	A.	States parties to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women and to the Optional Protocol
As at 12 November 2021, the closing date of the eightieth session of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women, there were 189 States parties to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, which was adopted by the General Assembly in its resolution 34/180 and opened for signature, ratification and accession in New York on 1 March 1980. In accordance with its article 27, the Convention entered into force on 3 September 1981. In addition, 80 Contracting States had accepted the amendment to article 20, paragraph 1, of the Convention, concerning the Committee’s meeting time. A total of 126 States parties to the Convention are currently required to accept the amendment in order to bring it into force, in accordance with its provisions. 
At the same date, there were 114 States parties to the Optional Protocol to the Convention, which was adopted by the General Assembly in its resolution 54/4 and opened for signature, ratification and accession in New York on 10 December 1999. In accordance with its article 16, the Optional Protocol entered into force on 22 December 2000.
Updated information on the status of the Convention, the amendment to the Convention and its Optional Protocol, as well as lists of States signatories and parties and the texts of declarations, reservations, objections and other relevant information are available from the website of the United Nations Treaty Collection (http://treaties.un.org). 
	B.	Opening of the session
The Committee held its eightieth session at Geneva from 18 October to 12 November 2021. In total, the Committee held 25 plenary meetings, and also held 14 meetings to discuss agenda items 5, 6, 7 and 8. A list of the documents before the Committee is contained in annex [...] to the present report.
The session was opened by the Chair of the Committee, Gladys Acosta Vargas, at its 1811th meeting on 18 October 2021.
	C.	Adoption of the agenda and organization of work
The Committee adopted the provisional agenda (CEDAW/C/80/1) at its 1811th meeting. 
	D.	Report of the pre-session working group
The report of the pre-session working group (CEDAW/PSWG/80/1), which met remotely from 1 to 3 and on 5 March 2021, was introduced by Louiza Chalal at the 1811th meeting. 
	E.	Organization of work	
On 18 and 25 October and on 1 November 2021, the Committee held remote informal closed meetings with representatives of specialized agencies and United Nations funds and programmes, as well as other intergovernmental organizations, during which country-specific information was provided, as well as information on the efforts made by those bodies to support the implementation of the Convention.
Also on 18 and 25 October and on 1 November 2021, the Committee held remote informal public meetings with representatives of non-governmental organizations and national human rights institutions, who provided information on the implementation of the Convention in the States parties considered by the Committee at its eightieth session.
On 19 October 2021, in closed meeting, the Committee held a remote informal closed meeting with Mohammad Naciri, Regional Director, UN Women Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific to discuss the situation of women and girls in Afghanistan.
Also on 19 October, the Committee held a remote informal closed meeting with the Special Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes and consequences, Reem Alsalem, who briefed the Committee on her priorities for her mandate.
On 2 November, the Committee held a remote informal closed meeting with Felix Kirchmeier, Executive Director, Geneva Human Rights Platform/Manager of Policy Studies, and Domenico Zipoli, Geneva Academy of International Humanitarian Law and Human Rights, who briefed the Committee on new and upcoming projects of the Geneva Academy in relation to focused reviews at the country level and the digital uplift of inter-treaty body communication.
On 11 November, the Committee informally met with Fawzia Koofi, former Vice-President of the National Assembly of Afghanistan, who briefed the Committee on the situation of women and girls in Afghanistan, in closed meeting. 
	F.	Membership of the Committee
		Attendance of the eightieth session
All members attended the eightieth session, with the exception of Jie Xia. Tamader Al-Rammah did not attend the session from 10 to 12 November 2021. A list of members of the Committee, indicating the duration of their terms of office, is annexed to the present report.
		Chapter III
		Report of the Chairperson on activities undertaken between the seventy-ninth and eightieth sessions of the Committee
At the 1811th meeting, the Chair, Gladys Acosta Vargas, presented her report on the activities she had undertaken since the seventy-ninth session of the Committee.

			Chapter IV
	A.	Consideration of reports submitted by States parties under article 18 of the Convention
At its eightieth session, the Committee considered the reports of ten States parties submitted under article 18 of the Convention: the tenth periodic report of Ecuador, submitted under the simplified reporting procedure; the combined eighth and ninth periodic reports of Egypt; the eighth periodic report of Indonesia; the fifth periodic report of Kyrgyz Republic; the sixth periodic report of Maldives; the ninth periodic report of the Russian Federation; the fifth periodic report of South Africa; the initial report of South Sudan; the tenth periodic report of Sweden, submitted under the simplified reporting procedure; and the combined seventh and eighth periodic reports of Yemen.
The Committee prepared concluding observations on each of the reports considered. Those observations are available through the Official Document System of the United Nations (http://documents.un.org/) under the symbol numbers indicated below:
(1)	Ecuador (CEDAW/C/ECU/CO/10)
(2)	Egypt (CEDAW/C/EGY/CO/8-9) 
(3)	Indonesia (CEDAW/C/IDN/CO/8)
(4)	Kyrgyz Republic (CEDAW/C/KGZ/CO/5) 
(5)	Maldives (CEDAW/C/MDV/CO/6) 
(6)	Russian Federation (CEDAW/C/RUS/CO/9)
(7)	South Africa (CEDAW/C/ZAF/CO/5)
(8)	South Sudan (CEDAW/C/SSD/CO/1)
(9)	Sweden (CEDAW/C/SWE/CO/10)
(10)	Yemen (CEDAW/C/YEM/CO/7-8)
The Committee postponed the consideration of the combined seventh to tenth periodic reports of Nicaragua and the ninth periodic report of Spain, to be submitted under the simplified reporting procedure, due to special circumstances in the States parties concerned. The sessions and dates of the consideration of the rescheduled reports will be announced on the OHCHR website for the Committee (https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/TreatyBodyExternal/SessionsList.aspx?Treaty=CEDAW).
	B.	Follow-up procedures relating to concluding observations
The Committee considered the follow-up reports from the following States parties:
(1)	Austria (CEDAW/C/AUT/FCO/9) 
(2)	Ethiopia (CEDAW/C/ETH/FCO/8)
(3)	Fiji (CEDAW/C/FIJ/FCO/5)
(4)	Liechtenstein (CEDAW/C/LIE/FCO/5)
(5)	Qatar (CEDAW/C/QAT/FCO/2)
(6)	Serbia (CEDAW/C/SRB/FCO/4)
(7)	United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland  (CEDAW/C/MUS/GBR/8)
The Committee sent first reminders to the following States parties whose follow-up reports were overdue:
(1)	Bosnia and Herzegovina
(2)	Cambodia
(3)	Iraq 
(4)	Seychelles
		Chapter V
		Activities carried out under the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women
Article 12 of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women provides that the Committee shall include in its annual report under article 21 of the Convention a summary of its activities under the Optional Protocol.
	A.	Action taken by the Committee in respect of issues arising from article 2 of the Optional Protocol
The Committee discussed activities under article 2 of the Optional Protocol on 25 October and 1 November 2021. It endorsed the report of the Working Group on Communications under the Optional Protocol regarding its fifty-first session (see annex 1).
The Committee examined four individual communications submitted under article 2 of the Optional Protocol. It adopted three final decisions, declaring inadmissible communication No. 142/2019 concerning Bulgaria (domestic violence and child custody) and No. 145/2019 concerning Switzerland (deportation under the Dublin III regulation), and finding violations of the author’s rights in relation to communication No. 140/2019 concerning Georgia (gender-based violence against women committed in the name of so-called honour). It also decided to postpone its consideration of communication No. 68/2014 concerning Canada to its eighty-first session. All final decisions were adopted by consensus. The text of the final decisions of the Committee will be available through the Official Document System of the United Nations (http://documents.un.org/) once they have been finalized and sent to the respective parties, through the website of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights under the link to the relevant session of the Committee, and through the juris database of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (http://juris.ohchr.org/). 
In line with its communication strategy, the Committee issues a press release on its findings and recommendations in relation to communication No. 140/2019 concerning Georgia.
	B.	Follow-up to views of the Committee on individual communications
The Committee was informed that the Working Group had examined the follow-up information received from the State party and the author in relation to communication No. 66/2014 concerning the Slovak Republic (gender-based discrimination in the field of employment) and had initiated a meeting with the Permanent Mission of the Slovak Republic to the United Nations Office at Geneva to keep the follow-up dialogue with the State party ongoing.
	C.	Action taken by the Committee in respect of issues arising from article 8 of the Optional Protocol
The Committee discussed activities under article 8 of the Optional Protocol on 10 November 2021. It endorsed the report of the Working Group on Inquiries under the Optional Protocol regarding its twentieth session (see annex 2).
In relation to Inquiry No. 2013/1, the Committee decided to invite South Africa to inform it of the measures taken in response to the inquiry, in accordance with article 9, paragraph 2, of the Optional Protocol.
On 11 November 2021, South Africa submitted its observations on the findings, comments and recommendations of the Committee in relation to Inquiry No. 2013/1, in accordance with article 8, paragraph 4, of the Optional Protocol.
The Committee endorsed the following recommendation of the Working Group on Inquiries:
	In relation to submission No. 2021/1, that having conducted a preliminary assessment of the information received under article 8, paragraph 1, of the Optional Protocol, the Committee shall invite the State party concerned to submit observations with regard to the information received.
		Chapter VI
	A.	Ways and means of expediting the work of the Committee
The Committee discussed the following topics of future general recommendations: gender stereotypes; political participation of women (update of general recommendation No. 23); women human rights defenders; and women with disabilities (update of general recommendation No. 18).
	B.	Action taken by the Committee under agenda item 7 
		Dates of future sessions of the Committee
In accordance with the calendar of conferences, the following dates are tentatively confirmed for the Committee’s eightieth session, subject to possible restrictions on travel and physical meetings that may be required by the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic:
Eighty-first Session
Fifty-second session of the Working Group on Communications under the Optional Protocol: 1 to 4 February 2022
Twenty-first session of the Working Group on Inquiries under the Optional Protocol: 3 and 4 February 2022
Eighty-first session: 7 to 25 February 2022
Pre-sessional working group for the eighty-third session: 28 February to 4 March 2022
			Reports to be considered at future sessions of the Committee
Subject to possible future disruptions in the holding of physical sessions due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, the Committee confirmed that it will consider the reports of the following States parties at its eightieth session:
Eighty-first session:
(1)	Azerbaijan
(2)	Lebanon
(3)	Portugal
(4)	Uzbekistan
(5)	To be confirmed
(6)	To be confirmed
(7)	To be confirmed
(8)	To be confirmed
		Chapter VII
		Implementation of article 21 of the Convention
	A.	Action taken by the Committee under agenda item 6
			Working Group on working methods
The Working Group met three times during the session. It discussed and submitted to the Committee draft decisions concerning a predictable reporting cycle, focused reviews and the digital uplift (see decision 80/3); ways and means to reduce its backlog (see decision 80/4); and an amendment to the rules of procedure concerning the working languages of the Committee (see decision 80/5).
			Working Group on gender-based violence against women
The working group met during the session. The Chair made a brief presentation of research and analysis undertaken as well as the main recommendations in relation to the parts of the draft guidance note for States parties on the implementation of their obligations and their accountability as set out in general recommendation No. 35 (2017) on gender-based violence against women, updating general recommendation No. 19, which had been circulated thus far. The members of the working group provided comments and discussed the next steps in the development of the draft guidance note, as well as the possibility of continuing the working group after the completion of this task.
		Working Group on indigenous women and girls
The working group met during the session. It endorsed the revised initial draft of the general recommendation on the rights of indigenous women and girls and updated its internal work plan and tentative timeline for the elaboration and adoption of the general recommendation. The working group also decided to convene a first regional consultation in Mexico and to reach out to partners for convening consultations in other regions.
		Chapter VIII
		Provisional agenda for the eighty-first session
On 12 November 2021, the Committee considered and approved the following provisional agenda for its eighty-first session:
1.	Opening of the session.
2.	Adoption of the agenda and organization of work.
3.	Report of the Chair on activities undertaken between the eightieth and eighty-first sessions of the Committee.
4.	Consideration of reports submitted by States parties under article 18 of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women.
5.	Follow-up to concluding observations on reports submitted by States parties under article 18 of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women. 
6.	Implementation of articles 21 and 22 of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women.
7.	Ways and means of expediting the work of the Committee.
8.	Activities of the Committee under the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women.
9.	Provisional agenda for the eighty-second session of the Committee.
10.	Adoption of the report of the Committee on its eighty-first session.
		Chapter IX
	A.	Adoption of the report
The Committee considered the draft report on its eightieth session and addenda on 12 November 2021 and adopted it as orally revised during the discussion.
[Annexes will be added to the final version of the text]
	B.	Composition of the working groups of the Committee
[To be added to the final version of the report]

Annexes
Annex 1 (available under the 80th session webpage)
Annex 2 (available under the 80th session webpage)
			
