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IDA`S BRIEF SUBMISSION ON THE RIGHTS OF CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES IN LEBANON


IDA welcomes the possibility to share information with the CRC Committee on the rights of children with disabilities in Lebanon. This brief document seeks to provide basic information on key points to the Committee for its consideration during the review of Lebanon.


A) PENDING RATIFICATION OF THE CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES (CRPD) AND ITS OPTIONAL PROTOCOL (OP)

IDA stresses that Lebanon has not ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol. It is, together with Libya, one of the two countries from the Middle East and Northern Africa Region that has not commit before the international community to ensure the rights of persons with disabilities in line with the CRPD.

IDA highly encourages the CRC Committee to send a strong message to this State on this regard to urge it to ratify the CRPD and its Optional Protocol.


B) PREDOMINANCE OF THE MEDICAL MODEL OF DISABILITY AND OUTDATED STANDARDS ON THE RIGHTS OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES

The Law 220 on the Rights of Disabled Persons (Law 220/2000) is already 17 years old. This law does not embrace the human rights based model of disability and is still based on the medical model of disability, thus seeing disability as a “limitation resulting from impairment,”[footnoteRef:1] contradicting current international human rights standards. [1:  See  http://bit.ly/2qQN2L2, page 10. ] 

 
The outdated approach is confirmed by the reference to the 1980 International Classification of Impairment, Disability and Handicap (ICIDH) in the first part of the law.[footnoteRef:2] This will obviously lead to the exclusion of children with disabilities from different entitlements to access the enjoyment of their rights.[footnoteRef:3] [2:  See Act 220/2000, Part I. On Terms, Definitions, Classification and Card. ]  [3:  See http://bit.ly/2qQN2L2, page 12.] 



C) LACK OF EXPLICIT PROTECTION AGAINST DISCRIMINATION ON THE BASIS OF DISABILITY, INCLUDING BY DENIAL OF REASONABLE ACCOMMODATION 

From the reading of the State Report and its Replies to the List of Issues, there is no clarity on whether children are protected from discrimination on the basis of disability, in line with current international human rights standards. Further, reply to question 3 completely missed replying on measures to ensure equal enjoyment of rights by children with disabilities.

There is no information on whether the Act 220/2000 (on the Rights of Disabled Persons) or the Act 62/2016 (establishment of National Human Rights Commission) explicitly includes a clear definition of discrimination on the basis with disability, the concept of reasonable accommodation and its denial as a form of discrimination. 

Without these concrete elements in legislation, children with disabilities have no remedy against different forms of discrimination against them. Furthermore, provision of reasonable accommodation for the equal enjoyment of their rights cannot be ensured in practice and will be only provided in voluntary basis, being there no duty and no enforcement mechanism. 

D) EDUCATION OF CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES

Lebanon has not embraced the model of inclusive education. As shown in paras. 156 to 161 of its report, the State stands still on the model of integration, which falls short and is not inclusive education and implies that children with disabilities attend regular schools as long as they can adapt to the requirements and methods of the system, instead of radically transforming the education system to be inclusive.

Furthermore, when asked by the CRC Committee on “measures taken to increase the number of children with disabilities in mainstream education” (Issue 8), the State simply referred to a “plan to integrate students with disabilities into mainstream education with due regard for the special needs of such students”, persistently confirming through its language that it stands on integration rather than inclusion and not providing any concrete information on the current situation and on the referred plan.


***

IDA highly encourages the CRC Committee to explicitly raise these issues during the dialogue with the State delegation of Lebanon and consider to include as appropriate strong recommendations in its Concluding Observations. 
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