[image: ]


Contribution by the Ombudsperson of Portugal to the CEDAW Committee’s review of the follow up report of Portugal
January, 2025

The Ombudsperson of Portugal appreciates the opportunity to provide input in response to this request and commend the initiative as a valuable exercise in fostering dialogue and enhancing the effectiveness of strategic actions. The structured and transparent approach taken reflects a strong commitment to the promotion of equality, non-discrimination, and human rights.
In this context, the Ombudsperson of Portugal wishes to offer two brief observations:
1. Reference on Page 2, I-A - Follow-up Information Relating to Paragraph 11 (c) of the Concluding Observations – Paragraph 4
We commend the reference to the adoption in August 2023 of new action plans as part of the National Strategy for Equality and Non-Discrimination (ENIND), through Resolution of the Council of Ministers No. 92/2023. The adopted plans include:
· The Action Plan for Equality between Women and Men (PAIMH);
· The Action Plan for the Prevention and Combat of Violence against Women and Domestic Violence (PAVMVD);
· The Action Plan for Combating Discrimination on the Grounds of Sexual Orientation, Gender Identity and Expression, and Sex Characteristics (PAOIEC).
These measures mark a significant step forward in the Portuguese State’s efforts to uphold its commitment to promoting equality and safeguarding human rights.

2. Reference on Page 2, I-A - Follow-up Information Relating to Paragraph 11 (c) of the Concluding Observations – Paragraph 5, Second Point
While we acknowledge the importance and continuity of the measures set out in the Strategy for the Integration of Roma Communities, as established by Resolution of the Council of Ministers No. 25/2013, revised by RCM No. 154/2018, and extended until 31 December 2023 by RCM No. 36/2023, we note with concern the absence of a new strategic framework to succeed this plan.
The lack of a renewed strategic instrument risks undermining the continuity of efforts to promote and protect the rights of Roma communities and to achieve their full integration. Addressing this gap is of critical importance and requires urgent action to ensure the planning and coordination of interventions by the State and relevant stakeholders.
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